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Editorial

he Snow Leopard — an educational annual
magazine is the product of Nepal’s Snow Leopard
Scouts, the youth from lower and higher secondary
schools, who create arts and write about nature
and wildlife during snow leopard environmental
camps and other outdoor activities. These creative
arts, visceral poems, and illustrative essays reflect
students’ observations, feelings and empathy toward
snow leopard, other associated wildlife, and nature
at its entirety. The Snow Leopard Scouts Program
an environmental initiative supported by the
Snow Leopard Conservancy (Nepal Program) and
National Trust for Nature Conservation trains and
mobilizes young students to protect snow leopard
and biodiversity of the high mountains of Nepal.
The program’s long-term goal envisages urban and
rural youth committing themselves to serve as the
environmental stewards, alongside their parents, peers
and other community members.

The magazine in addition contains writings of topics
related to snow leopard and environment as a whole
to make it more informative.
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At its entirety, the contribution is meant to bring
about environmental awareness and appreciation

by showing that biodiversity is essential, the top
predator (snow leopard) matters, and that flora and
fauna have intrinsic values, and that they together lift
our spirits and nurture our souls and protect us, the
human. Environmental education is essential to stem
current dramatic biodiversity loss, and we believe that
young age is considered the key period for developing
awareness and positive attitudes toward the nature.

Snow leopard is a top predator in Asia’s Himalayan
ecosystem. A familiar metaphor for nature is the
pyramid of life, with large predators living at the peak.
The ecological impact of the presence or absence
of top predators cascading through the network of
varieties of life is surprisingly complex, but one thing
is becoming increasing clear: biological diversity
increases when top predators (in our case the snow
leopard) are present.Through this, and subsequent
issues of The Snow Leopard magazine, we wish to
deliver this central message to our readers.

We hope that you will find this issue of The Snow
Leopard magazine informative, entertaining,
and educational.
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Travel Diary

Snow Leopard
Takes Care of the Grops

Karan Bahadur Shah

olphu village is located in Karaan region of Mugu

district. Only single crop of Nafal (local wheat),
Buckwheat and Potato is grown annually. In the one
hand, the villagers do not have adequeate arable land
because of the precipitous terrain, and in the other,
they can grow only one crop a year.The agricultural
harvest therefore is hardly enough for their annual
diet. They use human waste in addition to the
compost to enhance productivity. The villagers’anger
is hence justified over the damage of their crops by

The
Snow Leopard | Page 4

blue sheep, local prey of snow leopard. Blue sheep
are forbidden to be hunted here for religious reason;
however, the villagers can chase the animal away from
their agricultural fields. But these animals can not be
chased away for long; blue sheep keep coming back
again to graze their crops. After all, these animals also
need something to eat to survive.

This problem is a recent phenomena; meaning it did
not exist five or six years ago largely because there
were a few blue sheep around then.There was plenty
of forage in the sourrounding areas for fewer blue
sheep.As a consequence of the increased number

of blue sheep, the natural vegetation alone was not
adequate.The villegers were worried and went to
see the main Lama of the village to get rid of the
problematic animals.The Lama went to the field,
enchanted powerful verses from the holy book, blew
the conch, and organized grand worship at the village



monastery. But all in vain, the problem remained
unresolved.

We had conducted a comprensive research study

25 years ago on snow leopard in that very region.

We returned there after 22 years to study the

snow leopard and its prey.We searched the possible
locations for 10-12 days looking for the signs of snow
leopards (pugmarks, scrapes, droppings etc.). But we
were surprised to find signs indicating the existence
of just two to three snow leopards in the Langu valley
which is beleived to have the highest density of the
leopards in Nepal. These signs have been found, to my
great surpise, in the region that takes two days of walk
to reach from the village.

We inquired some villagers who we hired as porters
and cook during the field-trip the reason behind
declining number of snow leopard in the region.They
were hesitant at first but later they disclosed that
within last seven eight years at least eight snow
leopards were killed by local poachers. Now we knew
the reason behind sudden increment in the number of
blue sheeps in that area.

Since the snow leopard primarily live on blue sheep,

it controlled their number to natural limit. Generally
speaking, a fully mature snow leopard hunts down 25-
30 blue sheep in a year, therefore, the absence of eight
snow leopards in the area explains the increment of
more than 200 blue sheep.

Everyone agreed with me when | explained to the
villagers the root cause of increasing number of blue
sheep and damaging their crops. Later on the head of
the village, Thondu Tamang, beamed and said, “Nepali
Sir ! this Sabu (local slang for the snow leopard) is the
caretaker of our crops.”

There is also an interesting context for my
recollection of this particular incident that took place
seven years ago.A few days earlier | was in Resunga,
Gulmi district in connection with a study of local
wildlife. In a nearby village of Juvang, the monkeys and
langurs not only damage the crops but break into the
houses and eat or destroy the grains and even meals
in the kitchen.A leopard (the locals call it “bagh” that
is tiger) also roams around in the area and except for
occasional incidents, according to villagers, it does not
harm local livestock. However, whenever the leopard
enters the village, the monkeys and langurs run away
from the area for 10-12 days and the villagers feel
relieved.

It’s hard for people to believe that leopard, snow
leopard and other carniverious animals help protect
our crops, but it is a fact. What we should understand
that the role of each wild animal in the nature is both
positive and negative to the human being.The role of
some animals is not straight- forward or we do not
try to understand it, but then we harbor only negative
attitude towards them.

IS 4 | R3faqar



diciioliclid! s=en

L TSTeaATeRT FHH &TFHT S S S | Fel AThe
(FATAT ), RIIX T ATAHT THARAT Tl AT
Al §75 | U o JuUaHT T3S AT Gl &,

AR AETHRT STHART GTAT AT~ (HRTAT TTbTe
MM E®ed AT AT AT S | AT
GAANIHT IJeTHTAE aY FI3H MIABEATS 8
T UG, AT Il AT ATNT TMTeaecebl dTT
TAWR IATE® ATHD! A AT ATeb? ATTAT TR
eedls X9 I& @G & aX dTfd®

g, | %, i gUTSH ! Ushlgdrs; hie TR
ATEETogH, ATMER IAATs 9 T ST 92 9T B |

AT HET &TAH! [GTAT ATT GUHT 87 | I & a9
afeet frae fepeel cagerer Areve® 99 faw |
Aiee o, PR [qeEa G dahl g | MIAEE
U fIU T AT IHEATETE GEhRT IS AE, o
SHEE MIH SAl ATHTATS 1Y | Tl ATHIE
YA X {54, 9E Feb T AT bl THITHT
Al ST 9 oMU, d% AT J9qrad &40 |

ETHIS o &1 Y a9 afed festerqar awedr
ATHT T e HALAA, AT e ot | fesTeraan
HLATH! [GIGATAT BTHT AT IR YU HiY AR
ST TR T | BT Q0-9R fed e @
Sk TR U THEwHT festerdars Frees
(qTgT, e, fosar genfs) @redt aR o= |
e feSTaqaTer TRt TEr T U
fesTerqare frees A Hem W, A7 9 IeH=T
HATHT JATAT |

ETHIET IRl Sreh TSR ARAT T AI=ehl FTHT

Fel MIe® FAA 97, IHeedT a1 &7
feSTadaTs! @ Taddl FRUER FART Mol TEHT
T IHTEE AR T, IR 3T @ices STTaT (67T
9-5 FHFT IRTAAT MSF AT RTFRIEE FHRTHAT

The
Snow Leopard |Page 6

- @6l TRIGR AB

af argeer fesferdqare® AT Garerm T | Ad: aH
EAHT ATATTT TTHT ATSh] T TGTHI BRI
ETHT gTeT uTS BTt |

g e feSfardarer aer aer ArsT 7
feSTerqare! a1 sfHeT foar | auaiar Tger auwh
feStaaare J¢-30 TSR AT @iwg, dd: Rl ATSdeT
feSteraar g Haae 300 =T FGl AT q&T
&1, ST el Tee fgual qiv fora |

o STedh TSHT TUY ATSTHT el T T
TATATATHT AR [ATIAb! HEH BRI
MIABEATS TATIaT 7 TATIH Hlal (90T | qfeg T
A1 Qe (@ AT feSTerdarars e gwergE)

o~ LN

ar &THT @drehl aral ar Wee |

qUTEe® ATH Y& 91 a9 At "fed I1 ga
FEHTH I T3l A= T B | Fel [ad g
A H [HT [STecTehl THS &TH] BT FogSTrclehl
HATAH! (FATGATHT GBI (AT | TSR] AT
MSHT FfeY T TR GAEH] HUH! AT AT
{TH AU ORI IHT 89T ATl T ATETHT JehTue
TGN @A THA @refed T 76 Tiefad ™R &R 3@
fam T @G | TS STAT TIeT FoqEAT (FATHEA
e A TehT) I AT FHIH] ATIE 8 |

Qe 7, aY Fedqan s |1 & ATSEr e aray
¥ A Re® 0-9R fads AT Ferare ‘ara’ &l
TG ¥ MSew aredealdhl JHd Tal & |

ATAATATD] THL FEAU TRebl el ATATI AT, AT
a1 FATd T | BTHIA A Al o Bl T JeRITAl
HUHT JAE aISTol AT SIcTehl ATRT ITHT T
T T3 AfHFT TAPT &7, HIATAR ETHIATS
IfGeT a7 BITIART BT THT BT BT Far,
FAT: FET ARSI ETHT AT=TE FE AFRIHE
AT &7 |




Herders' Hearts LIGHTENED IN

— Som B. Ale

redator-proofing livestock corrals with traditional

fencing materials can be cost prohibitive in most
areas of the snow leopard range, Snow Leopard
Conservancy is beginning trials with electronic
deterrent devices as a more efficient alternative. Trials
are currently underway using Predator Guard and
Foxlights in Nepal, Mongolia, and India.

“Foxlight scared the hell out of snow leopard that
night!” says Kunga Gurung, a yak herder from Manang,
a remote village in the Himalaya of Nepal. Kunga,
48, is confident that Foxlight, an electronic wildlife

deterrent manufactured in Australia, can deter snow
leopards from his nighttime goth (corral).

“This year let’s test-install Foxlights in Annapurna,”
advised Rodney Jackson, director of Snow Leopard
Conservancy, before | left the U.S. to conduct field
work in Nepal. Twenty Foxlights donated by lan
Whalan (Foxlights International, Australia) travelled
with me to Nepal. So far we have deployed

I I Foxlights and plan to install more soon.

| was excited to install these specially designed wildlife
deterrents that may offer a real panacea to mitigate
people-wildlife (snow leopard) conflicts. | read about
Foxlight with interest that the intermittently flashing
colorful lights send a strong signal of human presence
to wild predator, thereby instilling a behavioral
response in them to avoid a potentially risky area.
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Snow leopard is considered notorious by herders as
they, at times, enter poorly built or open corrals and
raid yaks and other livestock, often killing numerous
animals. The market value of a well grown yak is over
$1000 today! So, imagine a herder’s reaction when

a snow leopard kills his yak.The electronic predator
deterrents, if mounted properly, could be effective
devices in keeping snow leopards away from highland
corrals at night.

It’s a nightmare for herders and farmers when snow
leopards begin to frequent their corrals at night.

“We have to stay awake the whole night when pangje
(the snow leopard) is around,” says Sonam Tshering
Gurung, a yak herder from Manang. “Throughout

the night we must make a fire and holler to scare the
beast off. But one cannot stay awake the whole night.
When we go for a brief sleep hoping that pangje

had gone elsewhere, that’s exactly when it attacks
wounding or killing our livestock.”

We installed one Foxlight at 4,300 m in Kunga
Gurung’s corral in Kerken, then walked for five
hours to reach Yak Kharka on the way to Throng-La
pass. The next day, we installed another in Sonam
Gurung’s goth at 4,100 m. Now with the deployment
of predator deterrent devices, hope is raised among
alpine herders.

Kunga, the owner of 40 yaks, visibly expressed his
happiness when he saw me later when we were
both in Manang village.“That evening,” Kunga began,
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“when your team left after installing the Foxlight, two
snow leopards actually came to hunt our yaks!” He
explained further,“The yaks were uncomfortable,
alarmed, and clearly vigilant, frequently staring toward
the nearby cliffs. But we did not know that evening
whether snow leopards were lurking by.”...

Kunga later knew that yaks were uneasy because

they had smelled the snow leopard on the cliff. One
of the fellow herders, who was descending down

to the village, informed Kunga that he had actually
encountered two snow leopards just 200 meters away
from Kunga’s makeshift corral but on the other side of
the cliff.

“What a surprise ! Though that night snow leopards
did not dare come near to our goth!” Kunga excitedly
shared. “The Foxlight did scare the hell out of them!
That was just amazing!” Kunga clearly sounded happy.

He described the Foxlight to me.“As night fell, the
Foxlight emitted all kinds of rays, at times it sent a
normal light ray, the other times, it emitted a kind of
rainbow rays, while still other times it shed blue light.
It did not shine constantly like the moon,” he said.
“You know snow leopards are used to the moonlight,
so they are not scared of constantly shining solar light
if you have one installed in your goth.

“Foxlight is good as it does not constantly shine,” he
said. Kunga is confident that Foxlight did deter night
snow leopards from his alpine corrals that night.

There are over 35 goths across Manang valley (an
area of 600 square km), each with some 30 to 40 yaks.
Herders from the villages in the valley graze their yaks
in different pastures, spending at most three months
at a time in a pasture.

Kunga believes each goth should have a Foxlight or
other effective deterrent device.

“I tell you, there is no way that snow leopards dare
come to those goths at night,” he clarifies. “Nobody
will be angry at snow leopard because there is no
way that leopards would take a risk visiting our goth
as long as Foxlight is at work. There won’t be any
tension between the snow leopard and herders.”

“During the day, we must guard our livestock but at
night Foxlight will guard them!” Kunga concluded.

(X

Foxlight scared the hell out of snow leopard
that night!” says Kunga Gurung, a yak herder
from Manang, a remote village in the Himalaya
of Nepal. Kunga, 48, is confident that Foxlight,
an electronic wildlife deterrent manufactured
in Australia, can deter snow leopards from his
nighttime goth (corral). ’9
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CONSERVATION oF SIIOW Leopard
by Saving &Credit Scheme |

— Anil Adhikari

Saving Credit Program and saving snow leopard

are clearly two issues apart. One is related to the
socio-economy of people and the other is concerned
with biology and conservation of the endangered
species. Snow Leopard Conservancy (SLC) has
addressed and combined these issues together in the
buffer zone of Sagarmath National Parks, and also in
Tilche in Manang district in Annapurna Conservation
Area. Launcing of Saving CreditProgram in order

to conserve snow leopard adds a new paradigm in
predator conservation initiative. Primary objectives
of this initiative are to create awareness among the
locals that the snow leopard is our asset thus provide
an impetus to preserve it, and support the livelihood
of the local people in the mean time. SLC has joined

hands with the buffer zone of Sagarmath National
Parks and National Trust For Nature Conservation
- NTNC’s Annapurna Conservation Area Projet to
implement the program.

In this intiative, local members contribute from

one hundred to five hundred rupees a month

as their savings, obtain loan to initiate income
generating enterprises, and repay it on time.The
group keeps the book of accounts, audits them, and
calculates the profit at the year end.The dividend

is distributed among the members. Twenty-five
percent of the total profit is divided into two parts:
15% and 10%. The 15% is spent towards damage
compensation casued by snow leopard and some
other conservation actitivies that are identified by the
villager themselves. For instance, in Thamo of Namche
Village Development Committee’s Savings and Credit
Management Committee has decided to compensate
Rs. 1000 for a calf and Rs. 2000 for an adult yak killed
by the snow leopard.The rest 10% goes to the local
school for undertaking extra curricular activities

such as essay and art competition on snow leopard

I% 99 | R3fqar
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and other widlife.While such initiative has created
opportunities of the discourse on snow leopard at the
community level, the local people have also begun to
understand the importance of the animal.

Thame, Thameteng and Thamo of Namche VDC

in Sagarmatha, Photrse of Khumjung and Tilche of
Manang are the villages with good snow leopard
population. These villages are also the transit points
on the trekking route. The major occupations of the
locals here are farming, animal husbandary and hotel
business. People in all the five villages refrain and feel
embarrased in borrowing money, it still exist in some
places. But the local leaders and successful hotel
entrepreneurs like Lakpa Chhamiji from Thameteng,
Mingma Rita Sherpa from Thame, and Angmaya from

The
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Thamo did exemplary job by taking loan themselves
and encouraging the other members of their group
to take loans to improve their livelihood. “People
around here are used to save money now because
of the Savings and Credit Program” said Dr. Lhakpa
Norbu Sherpa, the local resident and former Chief
Conservation Officer of Sagarmatha Nationa Park.
The local people, according to him, are aware of the
importance of saving, have started to mobilize the
loans and all this has sent a positive message towards
snow leopard in the community.

The SLC has created awareness among these
communities on the issues of savings, credit, income
generation and snow leopard conservation by
investing relatively small amount of money.The
communities are making a progress in spite of the
small investment.

According to the internal audit of SLC in 2014,

over Rs. | 14,000 was allocated by these groups for
conservation activities in the Sagarmath region.The
seed capital money of Rs. 200,000 granted by SLC to
each group in 2010 now enable them to transaction of
a million rupees each year. Padam Gurung, chairman of
Tilche Snow Leopard Saving and Credit Management
Group also said that they will give continuation to the
group.“There is no question of discontinuation of the
program; there will be prospertity for the community
and conservation of the endangered snow leopard”

he said.
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Sherpa Dress for

“We have earned Rs. 68 thousand by Sherpa Dance
in 2017 B.S.” said Kanchi Sherpa, secretary of
Sumdurpeak Saving and Credit Management group in
Thame.

Thame is one of the cultural hubs of Khumbu region.
Farming, animal husbandry and tourism are the main
income generating activities here.“ We sing traditional
song and perform Sherpa dance wearing customary
dress” said Kanchi,“ this promotes our culture in one
hand and increases the income of our group in the
other”

Sumdurpik Saving and Credit Management Group
was formed by Snow Leopard Conservancy (SLC) in
close association with the Buffer Zone Management
Committee of Sagarmatha National Park for snow
leopard conservation. In addition to this group,

there are other saving and credit groups active in
Thametang, Thamo and Phortse in the Khumbu region

SLC along with two groups of Thame and Phortse
have jointly invested on Sherpa Cultural dresses once
the groups have started to earn money from the
Sherpa custumes.“SLC and our group have invested
50-50%" explained Mingma Sherpa, secretary of
Khumbila Saving and Credit Management group of
Phortse. Rs.750,000 has been invested to purchase |5
Sherpa cultural dress for Thame and 20 for Phortse.
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Each dress has a badge depicting “Save Leopard, Save
nvironment”.“This promotes conservation of snow
leopard as well as generates income for the group”
said Mingma.
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lue Sheep (Pseudois nayaur) is snow leopard’s

primary source of food in most places in Nepal.
This ungulate lives in herds and is found in the high
altitudes of the Himalayn region. Sometimes a group
may contain as many as 200 individuals. It is found at
the altitudes ranging between 2,400m and 6,000m in
the alpine grasslands and scrubland. Dopla in Nepal
is considered the major habitat of the blue sheep.
An adult snow leopard may kill and eat 25 to 30
adult blue sheep in a year.The body and behaviour
of the blue sheep resemble both the sheep and
goat species.

A blue sheep herd is composed of male, female,
yearling and kids.They are classified according to
the age and sex.A female blue sheep above two
years of age is called adult female and a male blue

: _ sheep above two years of age is called adult male.
. -% . .7 Bluesheep above one year but less than two year is
. called yearling, which can be either male or female.
Blue Sheep less than one year old is called kid.

The blue sheep, when smells a danger, produces a : ik ' B 1
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Snow Leopard Environment Camp
Held in Upper Mustang

One day Snow Leopard Environment Camp was
held in Upper Mustang on June 5,2015 on the
occasion of World Environment Day. The Snow
Leopard Scouts Committee was reformed.The
scouts paraded at Lo-Manthang city, with the
following Environment slogans: “Seven billion
dreams, one planet, consume with care”,“Save
the wildlife”,“Stop poaching”, and “Save the snow
leopard, the mountain queen”.

The scout members participating in the one day
art and essay competition on snow leopard,
its habitat and prey species.
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Newly elected Snow Leopard Scout Committee members
and locals participating in the rally to generate
conservation awareness among local communities.
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. Snow Leopard is found only in twelve countries in

the world ! They are Nepal, China, India, Bhutan,
Mongolia, Russia, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan.

. It is estimated that there are 4500 to 7500 Snow

Leopards in the whole world.

. In Nepal, the estimated population of Snow

Leopard ranges from 300 to 400.

. The Langu valley of the Shey Phoksundo National

Park has the highest density of Snow Leopards
(10 to 12 Snow Leopards per 100 square km) in
Nepal.

. In Nepal Snow Leopard related researches/

studies had been conducted by radio collaring five
and satellite collaring two snow leopards in the
Shey-Phoksundo National Park and Kanchenjunga
Conservation Area respectively.

. National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act,

1973 of Nepal has enlisted Snow Leopard as

one of the protected species. Hunting of Snow
Leopard is forbidden by the law.Anyone found
guilty of poaching, hurting Snow Leopards and
trading of its parts will be punished with penalty
of Rs. 500,000 to Rs. 1000,000 or 5 to |5 years of
imprisonment or both.
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Snow Leopard Sattelite GPS

Collared in Kanchanjungha !

An adult snow leopard has been sattelite GPS
collared at an approx. altitude of 4,600m

using GPS techonology at the Yangma Village in
Kanchanjungha, on 6 Jestha 2072.This is the second
time such collaring has been perfomed on snow
leopard since 2070 B.S. in Kanchanjungha region.
Under the aegis of the Department of National

Parks and Wildlilfe Conservation and with financial
assistance from WWF (UK) and AHM (US), this
program has been underataking in close association
with WWF Nepal, National Trust for Nature
Conservation (NTNC), Kanchangjungha Conservation
Area Management Council (KCAMC), Kanchanjungha
Conservation Area Project (KCAP) and the local
Snow Leopard Conservation Committee.The
Department is planning to collar five snow leopards
in Kanchanjungha area.The snow leopard collaring
team, among others, included Mr.Tsheten Sherpa

and Mr. Lochan Limbu of KCAMC, veterinary doctor
Mr. Purusottam Pandey of the Department of
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation, Mr. Phirulal
Chaudhary of NTNC, Dr. Anil Shrestha and Mr.
Samundra Subba of WWF Nepal.
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Sherken in Sherpa Language, Hiun Chituwa in Nepali
Whoever meets it calls Wa....Wa...happily ..

Snow Leopard is a mammal cubs are breast-feeded
Hunts down a mammoth if it is needed

White, black, brown color in deep and light

It’s sight is everone’s delight

Days are to sleep morning and evening for a hunt
To see the Snow Leopard is my utmost desire
Corners, gorges of the Himalaya home

Popular in many countries not only in some
White furry hairs mingle with the snow

Goes by the name of Snow Leopard, cause spends life in
the snow

- Mingma Doma Sherpa
Thame Lower Secondary School, Namche 7, Thame, Solukhumbu
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Photo Tashi R. Ghale/Global Primate Network

Snow leonard

First time Camera Trapped
in Humla !

For the first time, images of snow lopards were
captured by the remote cameras in the Limi valley
of Humla District of Nepal.

The monitoring of the snow leopard was carried out
by the Global Primate Network Nepal, in association
with the District Forest Office Humla whereas Snow
Leopard Network, Nagawo Foundation Japan & Snow
Leopard Conservancy technically and financially
supported this research.

The cameras had been kept in DakchitoManipadme
hill at the altitude of 3700m from 30th June 2015 till
5th August 2015. Among the |7 cameras that were
installed, two different snow leopards were captured
at Jung and Haji viallge’s cave and cliff. Similarly, images
of weasels, snow cock and pika were also captured.

Tashi R Ghale, Rinchin Fhunchok Lama and Gangaram
Regmi of Global Primate Network had led this
research.

‘Snow leopards were trapped, says Tashi R. Ghale, but
‘In order to balance the food chain and protect the
ecosystem, the habitats and snow leopard’s preys must
be conserved’ To reach Limi from Simikot, the district
Headqurters, it takes three days trek crossing through
the 5000m high Nyalalo pass. Tashi also says that
some cases of livestock depredation caused by the
snow leopard are also complaint by the local herders
in the area. Tashi says, ‘Now it is important to initiate
conservation activities related to snow leopards in
the area.
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Commeon Leopard

Found at 4600m elevation!

he wild predators have been killing

many livestock each year in the
Muktinath VDG, said Ghirmi Gurung, the
chairman of the Muktinath Conservation
Area Management Committee and the
former head (Mukhiya) of Lubru village.
He also said that this year alone the
predators killed about 30 to 35 horses;
let’s not talk about how many young yaks
were killed, he added.

In Ghirmi’s experience, although the snow
leopard occasionally kills livestock, the
common leopard is mainly responsible for
killing their livestock.“However” he said,
“all the blames go to the snow leopard.”
He feels this is due to the lack of
awareness among the villagers. People do
not believe that the common leopards are
found above 3000 metres, above treeline,
but in reality, an image of common
leopard has been captured in a remote
camera that has been set up by Annapurna
Conservation Area Project (ACAP) and
the Snow Leopard Conservancy (SLC) in
the Lubru Hill to monitor snow leopards,
at the altitude of 4,600 meters.

Wildlife expert, Prof. Karan Bahadur

Shah sees this as a normal phenomenon.
He says that it is quite natural for the
common leopard to be found in the
territory of the snow leopard if food and
suitable habitat are available. Just because
of this, he explains, we cannot assume
there will be a conflict between the snow
leopard and the common leopard for
food and suitable habitat. He informed us
that common leopard at this altitude have
also been recorded in the Kanchenjanga
Conservation Area.

“No matter what, we need to thank
ACAP and SLC” says Ghirmi “we are
more aware that common leopards are
roaming around in our hills nowadays

as the monitoring of snow leopards
continues.” Ghirmi remembers the
surprised look on the faces of villagers
when he showed them a captured picture
of a common leopard by a remote
camera.
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Discovered in Nepal !

wild cat new species for Nepal has been found

in the upper Manang, Annapurna Conservation
Area.A team of researchers and field biologists of
Annapurna Conservation Area Project (ACAP) and
Snow Leopard Conservancy (SLC) jointly carried out
monitoring of snow leopard by installing | | remote
cameras in various parts of Upper Manang, The small
animal Pallas’s cat’s image was accidentally captured
in the camera trap at Aangumie Lapchay (4600m) of
Manang in 26 December 2013.

The animal with Near Threatened (NT) conservation
status in the [IUCN Red List of Threatened Species
was found for the first time in Nepal, according to
conservationists.

The team of Sudip Adhikari (Former Office In-charge
of ACAP-Manang), Bikram Shrestha (Former SLC’s
Snow Leopard Scouts and Science Coordinator)

and the field biologist Tashi R. Ghale carried out the
camera-trap research.

L

Photo: SLC/ACAP

According to the SLC source the new species of

cat had already been photographed by a camera in
ACAP in December 2012 at Aangumie Lapchay and
in December 2013 at Praken. However due to poor
quality images, the species could not be identified and
confirmed.

Three veteran wildlife experts Prof. Karna B. Shah of
Nepal,Angie Appel from Germany, and Jim Sanderson
from USA confirmed it as Pallas’s cat (Otocolobus
manul).

This species also distribute across the grasslands

and mountain steppe of Central Asia, it was camera-
trapped in Iran’s Khojir National Park for the first
time in 2008. It was also recorded by camera traps in
Bhutan’s Wangchuck Centennial Park in 2012.
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Photo: SLC/ACAP
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Tashi R. Ghale intalling remote camera at Aangumie Lapchay
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Active in Turning Waste into Asset

ur streets, markets, school compounds are littered

with wrappings of chocolates, biscuits, instant noodles
and tobacco. Littering has a very negative impact on the
environment and pollution is on the rise. The students in
Bardia district are set to collect these wrappings and turn
the waste into the asset.

These students are members of the school-level Eco-
club.World Wildlife Fund (WWF) Nepal has supported
formation of similar Eco-clubs in 23 districts in Nepal.The
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first Eco-club was formed in Jagadamba Higher Secondary
School in Madhela, ThakurdwaraVDC in Bardia District.
The students are busy making bags from the wrappings
collected from the streets.

“While travelling in Kailali Mr. Shivu Chaudhary of Student
Environment Group observed that one group in the area
was making bags from the wrappings collected from the
streets. He then used his experience to do the same in his
own group” explained Mr. Dinesh Chandra Gautam, Patron
of the club and Principal of the school.

“We need 1500 waste wrappings to prepare a bag” said
one member of the club.“We make these bags in leisure
time after our regular study and it takes 8 days to prepare
one bag,” she further added.

Mr. Gautam opined that although students have sold only a
few numbers of such ba

gs, they have already conducted many training programs
on collecting and making bags using the waste materials.
He said that they have conducted training programs in
Surkhet, Lumbini, Banke, and Nawalparasi and in various
parts of Bardia distrticts. The demand for training is on the
rise. Interestingly, the school grants some scores on Health
and Environment subject to the participating students on
the basis of number of wrappings collected in a week or a
month.

“This is a practical example of recycle, re-use and reduce”
said Principal Gautam.
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Dr. Hem Sagar Baralis the country
Manager of Zoological Society of London (ZSL) in
Nepal. He has spent 30 years in bird conservation.
Because of the conftribution of Dr. Baral along with
many other individuals and the Bird Conservation
Nepal in conservation of the endangered vultures,

several vulture restaurants are in operation in various
parts of Nepal. This has resulted in significant rise in the
number of vultures. Even the neighboring countries of
Nepal have followed this initiation of operating similar
restaurants.

Photo: Anil Adhikari/SLC

Presented below is the interview of Dr. Baral by Anil
Adhikari regarding his experience on the birds:

Where did you get the motivation for bird
conservation?

Thirty years ago | used to work in Chitwan as

a naturalist. | used to observe and study birds.
Whenever | told my seniors about sighting of the
birds as depicted in the books, they made fun of me.
My seniors often said “how can you see that bird? It
doesn’t even exist.” | read books on birds in library

but the then bird specialists wasted time playing cards.

| thought that they did not know much about birds.
| gathered significant amount of knowledge on birds
during my four years in Chitwan. | was a naive in
the beginning but later emerged as a knowledgeable
person. | realized the importance of education and

| felt that one has to study hard. | had also a strong
yearning to do something in this field.
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Can you tell us of an incident that you can
never forget while working the field of the
birdse

| was born and raised in Prakashpur, a small village
near Koshi Tappu. | was only seven then.There were
plenty of birds on the Bauni river in front of our
house. One day | crossed the river and went to meet
Magar Dai who was also from our village. | went there
with my friends.When we were almost there, we
heard a loud sound. Magar Dai had just killed a gaint
Lesser Adjutant Stork. He came carrying a muzzle
loading gun and dragging the bird. | felt very sad
witnessing this and didnt want to meet him anymore.
It was about five feet tall and one of the rare bird in
the world. That bird was among the five largest birds
in Nepal. Now | wonder how many Lesser Adjutants
has Magar Dai killed so far!



Photo: Anil Adhikari/SLC

Please kindly describe the habitat for the
endangered birds in Nepal.

The primary habitat of the birds are grassy areas,
jungles and marshlands.The state of these habitats are
not very good, therefore many birds are endangered.
At present, Nepal has habitat for 872 bird species.

What is the situation of the rare birds of the
world that are found in Nepal?

Out of ten thousand species of birds in the world,
about one thousand species are endangered. Among
them 36 species have been recorded in Nepal and
four species have become extinct. Twenty three out
of 36 species are found in abundance in Nepal. These
are winter migratory birds.

What can the children do for the
conservation of birds?2

Birds should not be killed, harmed or harrassed.
Slingshots should not be used and traps should not
be set.The children should not pick up the baby

birds (even though with good intension) which they
may find on streets because the chance of saving the
babies at their home is slim. Even if baby birds survive,

they will not be able to return to the jungle. For
those birds that can be found around like sparrow,
prinia, warbler, swallow, and rock pigeon, we can build
artificial nests. If they build their own nest, we can
observe their life-cycle and behavior.

The crow is one the cleverest birds. They store food
for later use.The sparrow lays eggs and hatch about
2-3 times a year. Observing birds enhances standard
of our life because it relives our stress and refreshes
ourselves. The birds also control harmful insects.

Could you kindly tell us about an interesting bird that
resides in the High Himalayan eco-system?

Let’s talk about Tibetan Snowcock that resides in
the alpine ridges and high stony and grassy cliffs until
5500m of the High Himalaya, above than the habitat
of Snow Leopard. Interestingly, it is one of the Snow
Leopard’s preys.This bird is not clever than the
Himalayan Munal (Danphe). So the Snow Leopard
easily preys upon. It loudly sounds Quip-quip-quip.
This species is not currently threatened, in spite of
egg collection by local people, and increasing use of
pesticides in high-elevation cultivated areas.
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Sea otters hold hands when they sleep to keep from
drifting apart.
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Every year squirrels hoard or cache acorns in
locations hidden from the sight of other animals. The
function of hoarding or caching is to store food in
times of surplus when food is less plentiful.
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Dogs’ nose prints are as unique as human
fingerprints and can be used to identify them.
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Long-time bird watcher and nature writer Candace
Savage has observed that crows are so intelligent
that they can play pranks on each other.
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Butterflies taste with their feet (as their taste sensors
are located there).
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Finger moneky or Pygmy marmoset (Cebue//a
pygmaea) is the world’s smallest moneky.
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Foxlight strongly scares the
Snow Leopard
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Fragrant Wintergreen

Scientific Name: Gaultheria fragrantissim.

Nepali Name: ~ Dhasingare

Sanskrit Name: Hemant Harit

English Name:  Fragrant Wintergreen

Other Name:  Patpate

Growing Season: March-June

Natural Habitat: 1200 to 2,500 meters from eastern
to western parts of Nepal

Utilization: Used in edible goods, beverages and
medicinal products.

Major Chemical

Elements: It has scented oil in its leaves which
contains mainly the plant chemical
Methyl Salicylate.
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Snow Leopard environmental Camp

By Betsy Mueller/Buddhi Gurung

H iking in the hills, telling stories around a
campfire, writing travel diary & stories,
sleeping in tents at nights, taking pictures of
wildlife, identifying snow leopard poop... Wait a
minute, snow leopard poop? This summer camp
obviously isn’t happening in the United States!

Betsy Mueller Buddhi Gurung

Our Snow Leopard Scouts Program in Nepal
recently organised a field visit for eleven new
Scouts in the Annapurna area of Lower Mustang.
Tradition has it that once a new group of Scouts have
been signed on, they head off into the mountains

with teachers, biologists, and SLC staff for a three-day
Environmental Camp to use the “field as a classroom.”
So, on July 2,2014, their learning adventure began with
a five-hour trek up into the mountains to Bhapras,
near Jomsom to set up the camp.

The purpose of the Snow Leopard Scouts Program is
to create a network of young Snow Leopard Scouts
along the Himalayas of Nepal who help mitigate
people-wildlife conflicts, spread the word on species
and ecosystem protection, promote conservation, and
actually monitor snow leopard via remote camera-
traps and other means, at both local and regional
levels.
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Snow Leopard Conservancy (SLC) in partnership
with the National Trust for Nature Conservation
(NTNC) has been carrying out Snow Leopard
Environmental Awareness Camps since 201 1, in
Annapurna Conservation Area of Nepal in coalition
with Annapurna Conservation Area Project’s (ACAP)
field offices. The goal of the camps is to elevate local
students’ awareness level of snow leopards and local
biodiversity by conducting specially tailored field
excursions and camping on snow leopard habitat,
thereby delivering a “once-in-a-lifetime experience”
featuring wildlife watching, characterizing habitat,
remote camera trapping, and other activities such as
essay-writing and nature drawings.

This camp session enveloped all of these activities
along with a new opportunity for the Scouts. For
the first time, Snow Leopard Scouts were able to
learn about electronic predator deterrent devices
and actually help install a Foxlight for remote
herders in the area. Since electronic deterrents are
a new method SLC is trialing for improving human-
wildlife conflicts, it is exciting for the Scouts to be
participating in our groundbreaking trials of these
devices.
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Upon returning from the field, the Scouts joined
over one hundred community members and officials
in a ceremony celebrating their initiation and a
successful Environmental Camp. The new Scouts
opened the ceremony with a conservation song
which they created on their first day at camp, then
proceeded to have lively interactions and discussions
about their experiences in the field with the other
guests. Government officials in attendance delivered
encouraging speeches and promised their support

in whatever forms necessary to continue the Scouts
program.

With the Scouts having had such a great experience
at Environmental Camp and the officials and
community members being so supportive, Snow
Leopard Conservancy couldn’t be more pleased with
the ongoing success of the Snow Leopard Scouts
Program!

We would like to extend a special thank-you to
Taronga Zoo for funding and to Marmot for the
donation of tents and jackets which helped make this
Environmental Camp such positive experience for the
Scouts!



fé3faqar arararofier Rifdz

- Il FeeR/gis AX"S

... 3, fedfedarent faan | o=l et frw frfeR sl qewd g !

SIUTGTD) ETHT T J9S ThIged HIIRAA Td

Y THREAT A1 TRSaTATE A0 Y& &bl
TeAT HEATSHT FHI TRAT | TAT THTICHEE qae
quule; ftheg (ITeR{qer ATATERO) F H&T FIST A
faTeTer, STATEAT, THUSET FHERIESH a1y 3 faq
AR RITERAT A WRFERT g | el e 0%
AR 95 TA SATHATH ATSTeh Y HUITRT TEITATHT
TIHAT Teepl A9EHT 3 fad festadan aramEem Rifar
GEATATR] AT ShTICAR] HTE(Hh ATaATh] TFaTd
AT |

T IS TS FARHAB! J¢9T [EHAT STl
FAT T IS RIS EHGER] G5 (AT T &l
ST HIAG T AT A=l 75 ~qATBLITAT HIHBT
fale T, g ¥ TR Jorel] el are
AT T HATIH, GRETH Tagd 9 T arediad
HAHT T T ST WA =1 KHIE FJTHAT
T g AR feSfaqars! S iTHAHT FEAnT T
Gl

M IS FRd= (THTAEN) o 99 2099 @
AT JeRlq HREAW BT (TACUAHT) TR

AIH AT BTl A0 AYET & ATATSTATET
Ferd W festadar aramEed sqar Rfaves
AT TG AreRed g | forfaver ggew feSfadars
FTALATAEEHT RTfeR T=aATAT T TSI (e Bl
HAATHT e [Tl ATALATART ANTRRT

T, WA FTATH! YA Ud 9+ PRaredaries
&, feawa wa yeRfdert areET Fes B Jw R
faramdieean fesfadar o T Sfas fafagdrare
AT Al T W G T IAEEH AT AT
Teh ATTEARUG ATHAR] STAT B B |

forfavept PRaTFATIE S RIS aTHT AN ITITH
Tfafafaes TMad A HFAEE 9T o]
TRIEUeRT B | Ifedr Iah, TN d98 Thgedd TR
el aeoTee Ufeies i a=aers g9 ¥ qieel
1 fewTerT TH GeheedT a& AeTeesa AT
HRIATSE SIS GedNT T Hiehl oA 910 | J
T ISR g7g AIBIUHT (g gfarias
THTICHFT AT JAHATH! (a9 &l |

RTfaaTe webuls ThIScdesd HEATS el
YEXHHTH FAHATHAT T THETIHT AT T el
TFRT e giaiiaess dAtafedy ararazorg
ferfeept s we ATl 9T | IHATEEA FXE W My
S SHEwd Rifave! afedl [GFHT TR THT 9T |
TG IrEwed ATRAT RTTETRT TATSH!

AT YA IEATBEHT Sia=d AA(baAT T FATA
T | JUTETT AXHTRT BT ATHHEE JOTETAT
IH TR ANTHT [GAEEHT TGS ST
FEANT T ATHe® IR EH T4 €U |

AR RIfeRAT Thgedesd Ul Ioohte
AATT qTUH( T T THIIR TG TF BRI
feprare Aleries &l Fednil qudig Il d9s
RIS BIARHAATE G TS bl THAITEE

HT AIE Froie el aTCeR! Gefrehl [T e |

FIATERIIT RTfaver TR fadia 8T Juasr
TRTSSUHIHT ARSI [fSarawers ¢ @rraaqal
AT 9T T FGIcT TUTS TRTSISUHIHT ATHIZIIT
9 graars feq el | TElawedl EANTHT FRI
7 FrarEiT frfaT @EradaEEd I UE
HBRICHE STWADI TTHT TET Hgd Jl &l |

I% 39 | B3fqar



Rare New Images of a \

— Paul Steyn

LY

T

Now, photographer and guide Sam Ramsden has
managed to get even closer photographs of a “Mountain

Ghost” on akill in the Annapurna Conservation Area in

Nepal.

“Being a field guide for the past 10 years and a nature
lover my entire life, | fully understand how extremely
fortunate | was to see this,” says Sam.

“On | June 2014, we were on our way to Tilicho Lake
and came to a small Guest House called ‘Blue Sheep
Hotel'. One of the trekkers, who had stayed the night
at the guest house, told me there was a snow leopard
around the previous evening and it had a kill (a young
Yak or cow). My heart nearly pounded out of my
chest as my dream might just come true.”

Photo: Sam Ramsden
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“l went walking to where they had last seen it, and
when | came over a small mound on the side of the
mountain, there she was, roughly 15 m away, lying
under a bush close to the carcass, looking straight in
our direction. | couldn’t believe how comfortable the
animal was with me around.”

After sitting with the leopard for a while, Sam noticed
a group of people approaching the scene, harvesting
‘Viagra Mushroom’, a type of mummified caterpillar,
which foreigners gather for medicinal properties and
sell in the Far East at a very high price.

“These ‘Viagra Mushroom’ pickers
came along and noticed the snow
leopard, which was about 40 m away
from the trail just in front of me. At
first they were loudly talking and
laughing (the snow leopard still did
not move). | tried to quiet them down
but they just ignored me. Next, they
started throwing rocks at the snow
leopard and running after it.| nearly
went through the roof! They were
chasing the snow leopard, and | began
to chase the pickers, trying to stop
them. It seemed that the only reason
they were throwing rocks was for

Photo: Sam Ramsden: *



fun, as they were laughing the whole time they were
chasing it. They thought it was the funniest thing on
earth, | didn’t!”

“Around dusk we noticed the snow leopard going
back to the kill, so myself and two other trekkers
went to same place as before, and there she was
again, feeding on the kill. Luckily it was late afternoon
so no more disruptions. | took so many photos and
got around 8 mins of video footage, right up until my
camera battery died. But | was more than content to
just sit in the fine rain and mist for ages and just watch
and absorb the sighting.”

What makes this sighting unique is how relaxed

the leopard was around people. Snow leopards are
generally rare and secretive animals, preferring to
stay away from large populations of people. However,
human-wildlife conflict is inevitable as farming and
other economic activities develop alongside the
reserves.

“Snow leopards are significant animals in the Buddhist
religion,” conservation officer of the Annapurna
Conservation area, Mr Bidur Bikram Kuinkel
commented.“The only reason they are persecuted

or killed in Nepal is to protect the villagers’ livestock.
Carcasses are poisoned, which ultimately kills the
snow leopards and other creatures like jackal and
vultures.”

Interestingly, a study by Panthera has found that
Buddhist monasteries in Nepal are contributing

to conservation of the snow leopard through

active programs and campaigns within their local
communities, talking to people about the spiritual
significance of the animal and the reasons it needs to
be protected.

“Monastery-based snow leopard conservation could
be extended to other Tibetan Buddhist regions, that in
total would encompass about 80% of the global range
of snow leopards,” the paper said.

(Paul Steyn is a widely-published travel journalist
from South Africa. Having guided throughout
Africa for some years, he went on to edit a
prominent travel magazine, and now reports

on, writes about and photographs unique
experiences around the world. Follow him on
twitter or Instagram @steynless)
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Karchang Gurung is President
of the Snow Leopard Scouts Committee
based in Jomsom, Mustang. She is a ninth
grader at Dhaulagiri Secondary Boarding
School in Jomsom. Karchang thinks that
Snow Leopard is useful creature for balancing
nature. She further shares her interesting and
inspring opinion during the interview taken
for Snow Leopard Magazine.

Why did you join the program?

| joined the program in order to learn how to
conserve the wild animals especially the Snow
Leopard which is known as the queen of the
mountain.

How did you view snow leopards prior to
participating in the program, and how do
you view them now?

| really did not know what role snow leopard plays
for the balance of nature and | really didn’t have any
idea about it. But after participating in the Snow
Leopard Environment Camp, | have realised not
only it’s usefulness to nature, but its importance in
the national economy also. Now, | am very much
interested in saving the Snow Leopard.

Why do you feel Snow Leopard conservation
is importante

Snow Leopard is an important wild animal. | feel
that the hills and mountains seem deserted without
Snow Leopard. Its presence is essential to maintain
mountain ecosystem.

How do you explain your job to people in
your community2 What is their reaction?

| explain, especially to the herders, that we should not
harm this beautiful animal belonging to the cat family.
This is an endangered species and we all should try
to conserve it. Ve have to take particular precaution
while grazing the livestock in the high altitude
pasturelands.

Photo: Dnesh Dangol/SLC

Before the program, had you ever participated
in any kind of research or tfracking work related
to Snow Leopard?

No, | had never participated in any kind of research or
tracking work related to the Snow Leopard.

Did this job inspire you, and if so, how?e

Yes, it does. This program has inspired me through
different theoretical and practical classess. Now |
know how to identify snow leopard’s scats, scrapes,
signs etc. | have also learned the basic knowledge of
installing automatic remote camera as well as usage of
Foxlight to protect the livestock. | also know to use
equipment such as binoculars, telescope etc. The Art
class has enhanced my level of confidence.

Are you interested in science, and will you
confinue to conduct such kind of research or
study on local animals?

| want to conduct research on domesticated animals
like goat, sheep, yak and cats. But | do not know how
to conduct these researches.

Why would you recommend the scout
activity to another young girl?

| will recommend this activity to one of my friends
because she is also a member of our society and has
every responsibility to work toward conserving the
wild animals like Snow Leopard. Once she participates
at the snow leopard camp, she will also learn about
snow leopard, its prey and habitat.
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Karan Bahadur Shah
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How human came into being, in the course of evolution
Some people are enlighted, some are in illusion

Vedic scriptures believe in Gods hand
Science says no !and regards chemical reaction

The first being in the planet was amoe eboid
Headless body, but was amorphous

Evolved all the living being from that very seed
Head, body with legs and flows the blood in speed

Insects and worms came out, and came out the aqua animals
Live on one another for survival those aquatics and terrestrials

Evolved the fish in aqua, from which evolved amphibian frog
Live in both land and water, what a destiny wow

Frog evolved into sly lizard with a tail in posterior
Snakes, birds and mammals follow the predecessor

Snake came out with legs, but legs were superfluous
Useless as they were, gradually disposed of

Feathery bird emerged, raised it chicks in the nest
Gift by the nature to the human kind in its best

Finally, mammals evolved, ranging from mouse to the elephant
Thus evolved humankind, rules the planet at present
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dAIbI didd Goat's Trick

BP AMIAPI BRI Bl | fRdeid] €A HAGIoldl B3CI
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Once upon a time, a herder was grazing his goats at the
Mountain’s pastureland.

Please let me go. | am very hungry; | must thank

O the God that I've got you.
(®) O

O

Qo

.gsﬁa%ﬁmﬂ?wﬁlw
TIaT ARICHT RTETT ST &1

Try to understand my friend, |
am a hungry predator and
you are my prey.

TRAl TedRd R | 330el Jifth cloIEil |

The goat was clever so it thought of a trick.

feoefr &= & wemg @ =Er
A IR TS AT T | A AT T3
O faer fra wEes, W Ay | @utg A
L wEATE @ T |
If you really want to eat me, | have one
condition. Sing a nice song for me. | will
dance, Then you can eat me.
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Saroj Tamang

Class 8 Shri Janakalyan Lower Secondary School
Thath, Mustang
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Suddenly one of the goats got lost somewhere. It started
searching for its herd. In the meantime, it encountered a

frightful Snow Leopard just standing on the way. The goat
was scared.

RIRIJA 896 T 07 3del dlodl |
The Snow Leopard was surprised but it agreed.

fa3fagal 0 o3l AeAl-TARA FRell Tl doldll..... TRAI BFAT
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Tool Aledll | HEIPI P! A Jolk BPBoldl Ollolel SISa CIAl
Y01 | JloTelells §{R? R3RIgd Telelid il |

Snow leopard started to sing a song-tiriri murali bajyo
banaima.... Goaft started to dance, shaking his waist. At
the same time the bell that was tied up in goat’s neck
started ringing loudly. Hearing the bell ring loud, the herder
came running there, and the Snow Leopard ran away.




National Trust For Nature Conservation

ational Trust for Nature

Conservation (NTNC) was
established in 2039 B.S. by an act
endorsed by the government of Nepal
as an autonomous and not-for-profit
organization, mandated to work in
the field of nature conservation in
Nepal.The Trust, in the past three
decades, has successfully implemented
various projects to fulfill the need and
demands of communities on nature
and wildlife conservation, biodiversity
as well as cultural heritage protection,
ecotourism, alternative energy
promotion, gender empowerment,
agriculture and livestock support and
community based health services
for sustainable development of the
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community. The Trust's experience
over the years has shown that
conservation efforts in low-income
economy such as Nepal cannot be
successful, much less sustainable,
unless the needs and welfare of the
local people are addressed. Holistic
and integrated conservation and
development programs with active
people's participation aimed at
promoting local ownership is the
focus of all the activities of the Trust.

Geographically, the trust activities
have spread from the sub-tropical
plains of Chitwan, Bardia, Kanchanpur
and Parsa to the Annapurna, Manaslu
and Gaurishankar regions of the

high Himalayas, including the trans-

Himalaya region of Upper Mustang
and Manang. Currently, the projects

of trust are divided into three
geographical areas - the lowland, the
mid hills (Kathmandu Valley) and the
high mountains.The trust's activities in
the lowlands are based in and around
the Chitwan National Park, the Parsa
Wildlife Reserve, the Bardia National
Park and the Shuklaphanta Wildlife
Reserve located in the central,
western and far-western development
regions of Nepal, through the
Biodiversity Conservation Center
(BCC) and Parsa Conservation
Program (PCP) in Chitwan and Parsa
respecetively, the Bardia Conservation
Program (BCP) in Bardia and the
Shuklaphanta Conservation Program
(SCP) in Kanchanpur districts. Similarly,
the Annapurna Conservation Area
(ACA), the Manaslu Conservation
Area (MCA) and the Gaurishankar
Conservation Area (GCA) are the
three Protected Areas managed by
the Trust in the mountain region.

All three conservation areas under
NTNC management cover the snow
leopard range Himalayan region too.
The Central Zoo is the only project of
the Trust in Kathmandu Valley.
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CONSERVATION ACTIONS WE CAN TAKE

Report poaching to the concerned authorities.
Protect Snow Leopard habitat and prey species.

Take measures to minimize loss of livestock to Snow Leopard: for example, guard livestock CAREFULLY
(ORWILL), avoid leaving animals to graze near cliffs or in very broken terrain AND PREDATOR-PROOF
CORRALS.

Spread wildlife conservation awareness among local people and tourists.

BECOME A STEWARD FOR NATURE BY ENCOURAGING YOUR COMMUNITY TO CO-EXIST WITH THE
ENDANGERED SNOW LEOPARD BY TAKING THE ABOVE ACTIONS.

BY ENSURING SNOW LEOPARDS CAN FIND SUFFICIENT WILD PREY FOR FOOD,AND SO THAT THEY NOT
HAVE TO RELY UPON DOMESTIC LIVESTOCK ANIMALS FOR THEIR SURVIVAL.

Snow Leopards and other wildlife are like a necklace of jewels around our mountains!

Do you know these facts?

Snow Leopard is endangered species of Nepal and other 12 range countries in South & Central Asia.
Snow Leopard serves as an indicator for environmental health of the high mountain ecosystem.
Like humans and all animals, Snow Leopards require food, shelter and security from enemies.

Snow leopard presence in Nepal and the Himalayas can be compared with the importance of lions to African
countries or the Giant White Panda to China.

Snow leopard is part of natural heritage and is unique and valuable to the area.
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