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Editorial

Snow Leopard —a biannual magazine
-- is the product of Nepal's Snow Leopard
Scouts, the youth from high schools, who
create arts and write about nature and
wildlife during snow leapard environmental
camps and in other outdoor activities..
These creative arts, poems and essays
reflect their observations, feelings and
empathy toward snow leopard, other
associated wildlife and nature at its
entirety. The Snow Leopard Scouts
Program, an environmental initiative of
the Snow Leopard Conservancy (Nepal
Program) and National Trust for Nature
Conservation, trains and mobilizes young
students to protect snow leopards and the
biodiversity of the high mountains of Nepal.
Our long-term goal envisages urban and
rural youth committing themselves to serve
as stewards of the environment, alongside
their parents, peers and other community
members.

The magazine also contains writings
by selected peers on arrays of
topics related to snow

leopard and
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environment as a whole. They are meant to
bring about environmental awareness and
appreciation by showing that biodiversity
matters, flora and fauna have values for
their own sake and they lift our spirits

and nurtur our souls. Environmental
education is essential to stem current
dramatic biodiversity loss, and young age

is considered the key period for developing
awareness and positive attitudes toward the
nature.

Snow leopard is a top predator in the
Himalayan ecosystem. A familiar metaphor
for nature is the pyramid of life, with large
predators living at the peak. A growing
body of scientific studies shows that the
presence, and absence, of top predators
cascades all through nature in surprisingly
complex ways, and biological diversity
increases when top predators are present.

We hope that you will find this first issue
of The Snow Leopard bi-annual Magazine
informative and entertaining.
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Snow Leopards are Captured in Remote Cameras

There, an automatic camera clicks photographs instantly if a snow leopard comes
across it. This is called”camera trapping”.
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Predator & Prey

Even though we are not so sure about whether the intensity and frequency
of cyclones that are occurring recently are related to the impact of climate
change or not. But in this context, | would like to raise my concern on nature,
environment, climate change, and our survival within this.

Chirayito

Department of National
Parks & Wildlife Conservation

Cover Photo: NTNC/ACAP-SLC
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SNOW LEOPARD
Symbol of Healthy Himalayan

ENVIRONMENT

Althuugh Nepal is a small country, it

is rich in its biodiversity and climate. The
endangered Snow Leopards are found in the
Himalayan region of Nepal, mostly between
the altitudes of 3000 to 5400 meters.
They are also known as the ‘Jewel of the
Mountains”.

Their habitat includes rocky cliffs and hill
tops in the mountainous region and they
prey on blue sheep, jharals, ghorals, and
musk deer as well as domestic animals such
as yaks, cows, horses, sheep and goats. In
addition, Snow Leopards are known to hunt
hares and marmots. Snow Leopards are
found in various protected areas such as
Annapurna Conservation Area, Sagarmatha
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National Park, Langtang National Park,
Manaslu Conservation Area, Gauri-Shankar

Conservation Area, Shey-Phoksundo National

Park, Kanchenjunga Conservation Area, etc.
There are approximately 350 to 500 of
these endangered animals found in Nepal.

Thousands of tourist visit Nepal every year,
and many of them come to witness the
natural beauty of the country. Conservation
of endangered species helps tourism and its
growth. Poaching, loss of natural habitats,

decline of prey base, climate change, etc. all

contributes to snow leopard decline. People
and their land-use practices are the main
threat to its existence.

Snow leopard serves as an indicator for

environmental health of the high mountain
ecosystem. Hence, if we do not make the
effort to conserve this beautiful animal now,
the future generation will only be able to
see it in pictures. We should discourage
and wipe out poaching and deforestation
and help maintain the balance of food chain
in the ecosystem. The government should
also severely punish those involved in snow
leopard poaching. Local communities must
play an active role and collaborate with
the government and other environmental
organizations to protect this magnificent
symbol of pride.

Sandhya Fagami (6), Sri Jana Aadrash
Secondary School, Kowang, Mustang
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Snow Leopard is found only in twelve countries in the world:
Nepal, China, India, Bhutan, Mongolia, Russia, Afghanistan,
Pakistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan.

Perhaps 4500 to 7500 Snow Leopards exist in the wild.

In Nepal, the estimated population of Snow Leopard ranges
from 350 to 500.

The Langu valley of the Shey Phoksundo National Park supports
the highest density of Snow Leopards (10 to 12 Snow Leopards
per 100 square km) in Nepal.

Nepal's National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 1973 has
listed Snow Leopard in the endangered species list. It is illegal
to hunt Snow Leapard. Any effort of poaching, smuggling Snow
Leopard parts, or hurting them is not tolerated by law and, if
found guilty, will be punished with Rs. 50,000 to Rs. 1,00,000
penalty or 5 to 15 years of imprisonment or both.
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NATURE CONSERVATION

Injured nature is shedding tears in her deep hurt lamenting,
She is begging her protection from her own children, human beings.

Nature is our sweet home: built by the
walls made of meadows and slopes, yards of
green fields, and roofs of mountains. Since
time immemorial, all the human beings, birds,
animals, and insects have been surviving in
this lovely lap of nature. Today, it is pity to
see this protecting home's roof is leaking,
wall is broken, and the yard is peeled off. This
nature, house of living beings, is fragile and it
is going to be broken easily in any time even
by light earthquake. To protect this delicate
home and to conserve this disordered
nature is our accountability to humanity and
civilization. This activity is called conservation
of nature.

The condition of nature is very pitiable.

She is injured and suffering due to green-
house effect, heavy rains, natural disasters,
destruction of flora and fauna etc. She is
facing extinction of valuable flora and fauna
regularly. Due to habitat deterioration and
pollution, the animals like snow leopard, red

panda, and the economically valuable herbs
like yarshagumba (Cordycepes sinensis)
are going to be extinct. If it is not checked,
all the natural gifts will go extinct soon
though there is inescapable and inevitable
association between man and nature.

For the protection of nature, it is crucial
to run sensitizing activities among the
people for their awareness but only after
having self-awareness in us first. After
the involvement of such consciousness
programs, the local community must be
able to have different economic gains from
it without impeding the natural resources.
If so, snow leopard and Yarshagumbalike
animal and plant can be saved. It is high
time for Nepal’s government and non-
government organizations to play vital roles
for the conservation of nature; similarly,
local youth clubs and mother groups have
to convey awakening programs in the local
communities about the importance of

nature conservation. For the conservation

of nature even we small children have to

be engrossed in this mission; and time and
again the organizations like National Trust
for Nature Conservation and Department

of National Parks and Wildlife Conservation
have to carry on meetings, talk and

debate programs to sensitize and engage
common peaple in conservation. Obviously,
the mission of protecting nature can be
facilitated if we convey awareness among the
concerned communities how they can benefit
from conservation and sustainable use of
resources.

Finally, | would like to sum up in a nutshell
that we should not think what nature can
provide us; instead, our motto must be that
what better services we can provide to
enhance the nature forever.

Binit Kumar Chhantyal (VIII 'Kha'), Sainik
Boarding College, Phulbari, 11, Pokhara.
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Ahout fifty years ago a strange animal rushed into

Nima Phinjo Sherpa's house at 9:00 p.m. in Jorsalle,
Cahurikharka, Everest region of Solukhumbu district.
Members of the house were about to go to bed when they
heard their dog whimpering. The strange animal had caught
the dog and was now dragging it. All the family members
pointlessly dispersed screaming with fear. Seeing the loved
animal hurt, the owner Phinjo could not control himself, he
threw sticks and stone at it; but seizing their beloved pet
the animal disappeared in the dark. All family members and
some neighbors, who heard the uproar, hurriedly gathered
around Phinjo. An old neighbor Dhapla said, "It's Syarken
(the snow leopard)". In childwood Phinjo was terrified with
such incidents in the village. When he was in adolescent,
one day Phinjo had seen a female snow leopard with its
cubs, he recalls it and restates to the villagers "It was
gorgeous!"

Local people of Jorsalle village used to share their
experience of ashy-hairy dark-spotted snow leopard
rambling around the jungle that extends from Dudkoshi
river to the base of the Himalayas. During the winter the
snow leopard used to approach into the nearby villages and
make the domestic animal its prey. After having its food,

it used to conceal itself in the cliffs, caves, caverns and
alcoves in the steep high mountains. However, Phinjo says,
"the local Sherpas do not kill or hunt the snow leopard
since they think it is a figure of God. Instead, they protect
the snow leopards accepting as true that if these fierce
wild animals are irritated, they would have misfortune

in the village and the domestic animals will be victimized
inauspiciously.”

Phinjo further adds an astonishing event, "Once a Rai tribe
man named Rambir went to feed salt to the yaks in a jungle
where he saw a snow leopard playing with its cubs. When
he tried to chase them, his body was stiffened rigidly.
Since he could not move his limbs, his friends carried him
home on their backs. Later he was recuperated by the help
of Sherman's mantras (chanting) and medicine". Phinjo
shares his experience and says that there is a belief among
Sherpa people that Shyarken is a form of God.

Anjan, Shree Yuwabarsha Lower Secondary Schoal,
Chaurikharka 1, Manjo
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Hello tHello there - do carefully observe
the colorful birds portrayed on this page.

Are you impressed that they are so
beautiful? Perhaps you may also be puzzled
why they look so bizarre.

There are more than three dozen species in
the family of birds more commonly known as
the Birds of Paradise. Found in New Guinea
and parts of Australia, they are considered
the world's most dramatic and attractive
birds. Most males are distinguished by
striking colors and bright plumage of yellow,
blue, scarlet, and green, while the females
are generally dull brown. Males often sport
such vibrant feathered ruffs or amazingly
elongated feathers that they look like
something you could find only in an imaginary
land!

The legend, among New Guinea tribes, has

it that a girl places her brather's lifeless
body in a hollow tree. She strikes the tree,
and Birds of Paradise explode upward like
smoke and downward like fire. The smoke
represents dark, highland birds, the fire
vivid, lowland species. To local people, the
feathers are related to the spirit flying. They
also symbolize a hirth. They're the origin of

The
Snow Leopard

The

NATURE’S WONDER:

BIRDS

of the Paradise

the world!

With their glam attire, Birds of Paradise
embody a biological mystery: Why would
evolution tolerate such extravagant display?
After all, exhibitionism is expensive, in
biological terms, and a red flag to predators.

In New Guinea, unlike in most other places,
nature is not “Red in Tooth and Claw”, but
“with painted skirt and crowned brow”. Life
is pretty comfortable for Birds of Paradise in
New Guinea. The island's unique environment
has allowed them to go to extremes unheard
of elsewhere! Under harsher conditions,

as in most places, evolution simply wouldn't
have come up with these hirds!

Males put their bright colors and “unusual”
ornaments to good use when they display
for females. Such displays can last for
hours, and in many species they consume a
significant part of the male's time! Whether

you agree or not their fantastic plumes
and bizarre courtship displays are a result
of millions of years of “sexual selection” at
work in an environment with plentiful food
and no natural predators!

Now before you go — try to ponder as
ecologists do: Why are South Africa's Bird-
of-Paradise flowers so beautifully colored
(see the image below)?
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Story

Conservation

and
Corruption

- Karan Bahadur Shah [

There was a debate competition going on in school that day on
the topic “biodiversity conservation in Nepal and its challenges.”
Getting directly to the point Amrita started, “We all know that
Nepal is rich in its biodiversity, but if you look around today, we
find that everything is being destroyed and this raises doubt that
Nepal will be able to maintain this wealth in the days to come.”
Encouraged by a big round of applause from the audience, Amrita
added, “Biodiversity is not our inherited property; rather, it is
something that we have borrowed from the future generation.
Despite efforts from the governmental and non-governmental
organizations, civil society, community, and students to conserve
biodiversity, the situation seems to be deteriorating every day.
Poaching is going on, and is, in fact, fostering. Deforestation

and wood smuggling has hit dangerous levels. On the one hand,
the endangered rhinos are getting killed, while on the other
hand, smuggling of red sandalwood is on the rise. Yarsagumba
(cordyceps) trade is taking place in an uncontrolled manner and
the concerning government bodies are quiet. Ecological wealth is
dwindling day by day while smugglers are prospering and making
more money than ever.”

Another round of thundering applause followed. Amrita took a
long breath, looked at the audience and said: “The reason behind
this is corruption. We have a saying: where there is land, there
is dispute; ‘Ja” stands for “jamin” (land) and ‘Jha” for “jhagada”
(quarrel) or dispute- in Nepali. There is an adage that land brings
dispute as ‘Ja” is followed by “Jha” in Nepali alphabet. Likewise,
probably because of the fact that both words start with "C" letter.
Where there is need for conservation, there is corruption. She
looked at the crowd, smiled and added, “Corruption is taking over
conservation. If we want to conserve our invaluable biological
diversity in the long term, we have no other option than to root
out corruption. This is my conclusion. Thank you!”

Out of the eleven students that participated in this debate,
Amrita's presentation was the most eloquent, articulate and
substantive. There was no doubt that Amrita would win the debate
competition, but everyone was surprised when someone else's
name was declared as the winner. The reason behind the surprise
result was corruption on the part of the judges' panel. Despite
being robbed the chance to win the competition, Amrita seemed
happy rather than being dejected. The reason behind her reaction
was also corruption. Her presentation was in fact prepared by her
father the night before.

The
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Information

Himalayan

Himalayan Tahr is one of the species of
wild goat found in 2,500 to 5,500 mt. of
hill and mountain region. Due to poaching,
habitat loss, the IUCN red data book has
categorized it as Near Threatened species.
Himalayan Tahr is one of the natural preys
of endangered Snow Leopard.




Snow
Leopards
Scouts

Active

In Snow

Leopard
Monitoring

® Anil Adhikari

“In school | only
heard about Snow
Leopard but after
attending the
environmental
camp | know

so much more
about this animal,
although | did not
personally see

it with my own
eyes.”
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Snnu Gauchan is the former president

and secretary of the Snow Leopard Scouts
Committee in Jomsom (Mustang). Sharing
her experiences, Sony, a student in the ninth
grade at Dhaulagiri Secondary School in
Jomsom, says: “As a Snow Leopard scout, |
tell friends not to kill Snow Leopard and its
prey like blue sheep, musk deer, marmot,
etc.”

Like Sony, Ramesh Sunuwar is also involved
with Snow Leopard monitoring in Mustang.
Also a former secretary of the Snow
Leopard Scouts, Ramesh, a tenth grader

at Janahit Secondary School in Jomsom,
believes that the involvement of young
students in Snow Leopard conservation

has helped this endangered animal. He

was trained to operate remote cameras
during two successive environmental camps
he attended. Ramesh has been involved

in educating other children about snow
leopard’s habitat characteristic, prey count,
and sign tracking and interpretation.

Like Sony and Ramesh, many other students
from Mustang have been trained in remote
camera installation and monitoring. Priyanka
Sharma, eighth grader from Yogendra
Higher Secondary School in Tukuche, says:
“In school | only heard about Snow Leopard
but after attending the environmental camp
| know so much more about this animal,
although | did not personally see it with

my own eyes.” Along with learning about
Snow Leopard habitat, scats collection and
interpretation, and sign tracking, Priyanka

and other students had a few chances to see
blue sheep, the main prey of Snow Leopard.
“We also learned about the negative

impact of climate change on Snow Leopard
habitat,” says Sunil Pariyar from Gyanodaya
Secondary School in Lete.

Snow Leopard environmental camps have
been organized in Manang and Mustang
districts in the Annapurna Conservation
Area, and in upper settlements in
Sagarmatha National Park. Snow Leopard
Scouts at schaol level have been formed and
active in Manang, Mustang, Solukhumbu,
and Pokhara (Kaski district). Snow Leopard
Conservancy (SLC) has been supporting
NTNC/ACAP to organize these camps in
various parts of Nepal.

In these camps, field biologists and technical
experts teach the students about the
camera trapping techniques. The remote
cameras are placed along the trails where
Snow Leopards walk, mostly above 4000
meters altitude. “We learned how to use
these cameras and change chips in them

as part of Snow Leopard monitoring”, says
Ramesh.

“In Manang and Mustang of the Annapurna
Conservation Area, more than half a dozen
Snow Leopards have been recorded in the
cameras”, says Bikram Shrestha, SLC's
coordinator of Snow Leopard Scouts and
Science Program, “Students are using
camera trapping method to monitor Snow
Leopards under local herder and ranger’s
surveillance.”

Photo: Anil Adhikari/SLC
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CONSERVATION

PANGOLIN

- Prativa Kaspal

Pangolin or scaly anteater is one of

the interesting small mammals of Nepal.

The word “Pangolin” has French origin and
refers to the animal’s ability to curl up into
a ball. Its hair is characteristic of mammals.
Its scaly, grotesque body is characteristic of
reptiles. These traits along with its comical
nature have made this animal an object of
fantasy.

Most of these nocturnal animals are found in
Asia and Africa. Out of the eight sub-species,
two are found in Nepal, namely, Chinese
Pangolin and Indian Pangolin. Indian Pangolin
is found below 500 meters whereas the
Chinese pangolin below 2000 meters. These
animals are known by different local names:
the Kirat community people call them Pikichi,
while Newars recognize them as Kanyaya by
virtue of its bronze-like scales, Tharus use
the name Sal Machhari and Hile Machari
while to Tamang, they are known as Gose.
The English name, scaly anteater, refers to is
scaly body and ant eating habit.

Since its outer body is covered with

tough scales and fused hair, it is a unigue
evolutionary example. With powerful claws,
they are adapted to efficiently dig burrows
and also locate their prey's nests. They have
no teeth. Their tongue, which is 60 to 70
cm long and Smm thick, can be extruded

to the length of 250 mm to capture ants.
Their main food is ants and termites. They
are rather secretive and nocturnal animals,
and are extremely shy and slow moving
creatures. They defend themselves by curling
up into a ball. They are also protected from

The
Snow Leopard

predators by the hard scales that cover
their bodies.

Pangolins are hunted and trapped in the
night. In Nepal pangolin population over a
period of the past-decades has steadily
diminished. Active conservation programs
should be mounted to protect this curious
animal from further depletion. For long term
conservation of pangolin, human activities
such as stone mining in hills, extraction of
red hill soil, underground tuber extraction
and destruction of mounds should be
minimized. Besides this, an earnest attempt
should be made for captive breeding to

R

increase population of this animal. There

is a demand for their meat and scales in

the domestic and international markets for
medicinal use, and smuggling of their parts
is on the rise. Despite many national and
international laws in place to help conserve
the species, including Nepal’'s National
Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029,
conservation of this species is still at stake.
By law, people involved in the illegal trade of
these animals will have to pay Rs. 40 to 75
thousand fine or 1-10 years of imprisonment
or both.

© Sher Bahadur Pariyar
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-Shyam Bhattari

't was dry everywhere due to a long period of drought. There was
no crop anywhere. It was getting hotter by the day. Because of the
unbearable heat and threat from dogs, a few rabbits had hidden
themselves in a bush for safety. Having had enough of living in fear,
one of the rabbits said, “God has done us injustice by making us
small and weak. He has given us neither horns like the deer nor
claws like the cats. We have no weapons to fight the enemies with,
nor any strategy. We have no option but to run away from everyone.
And there is always danger everywhere around us”.

Another rabbit said, “I am sick and tired of this endless struggle.

| have decided to commit suicide by drowning myself. | have run out
of my capacity to tolerate this struggle”. Everyone then spoke in the
same voice and said, “Let’s all go and die together.” They all walked
toward a pond. There happened to be many frogs who lived in that
pond. They were sitting on the edge of the pond. When they saw
the rabbits approaching, the frogs started to leap into the pond.
When the rabbits realized that the frogs were jumping into the pond
because they were afraid of them, one of the rabbits said, “Friends,
we should not kill ourselves. The creator has created even smaller

beings than us who are afraid of us. They are much weaker. Why
should we lose hope in life?”
After listening to him, all the other rabbits decided not to commit

suicide and returned to their homes.
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- Tshering Yodin Sherpa

The great festival Dashain of 2013 made
its way amidst the constant threats of
Cyclone Phailin in the east coast of India
and the aftermath of continuous heavy

rain fall here in Nepal. It made me strongly
realize two things: first, how powerfully
destructive nature can be and second, how
interconnected we are with each-other and
with nature regardless of our nationalities
and political borders. News, pictures and
videos showing millions of people displaced,
crops ruined, trees uprooted and homes
blown off is proof of nature's strength and
power of devastation. Similarly, unseasonal
three days of continuous rainfall in Nepal
during the major days of Dashain as a
result of Phailin is a testimony of our
interconnectedness.

From the dawn of human life, we started

to live close to nature and surrounding
environment. Social, cultural, economic,
spiritual, and political facets of human life
continued to be dependent on nature and
its gift. Above all, our life relies on nature.
Daisaku lkeda, the Buddhist philosopher and
peace-huilder, says that every single thing in
existence is worthy of supreme reverence.
Nature is not something for human beings
to exploit as they see fit, solely for their
own interests. Both nature and humanity
are part—and at the same time complete
expressions—of the life of the universe.

To destroy the natural world is to destroy
human life.

Going back to ancient traditional practices,
anthropological studies have shown that

Photo: Green Party

traditional societies associate their faith and
respect of divinity to the symbol of Mother
Nature. Back then, nature and its elements
were worshipped. Today's 'hi-tech' and
'rational' beings have ignored the meaning

of those symbols which hold the significance
of interconnectedness, interdependence

and our existence within this. But now,

with the harsh reality of climate change, it

is time to understand it. We must discern
the interconnectedness between our way

of living and the life of other creatures that
are dwelling in the same planet. As a witness
of mountains losing snow, melting glaciers,
drought, food insecurity, climate-refugee
and many others, we must be aware of the
cause-effect relationship between nature and
us before it's too late.

Photo: Anil Adhikari/SLC
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Short Article

God of the Himalaya

M|] Grandmother used to say "Ged resides in the Himalayas. If the God is missing
from there, there will be misery in the world. Hence, men should not make the
Hlmalayas their habitats; it ruins the meditation of the gods, because, they don't
want hoisterous men aver there". | came to understand later that the god of my
grandmother is the snow leopard. If people encroach their habitats, the snow
leopard starts disappearing.<Since the snow leopard is the symbol of healthy
WL i Himalayan environment, its desertion creates environmental imbalance. Therefore,
L\ the snow leopard is indicator of biodiversity; so, we all have to love the snow

= Rkshata Shrestha leopard a lot as the god which has strong fighting paws and clean hair on the chest.
: : saiumudini Homes, Class 8 We have to protect this god.
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- Mira Dolasia

Two eight-week old male cheetahs are
about to start their new life at the Dallas
Zoo with an unusual cage mate - An eight-
week old male black Labrador Retriever
puppy named Amani.

When the two cheetah cubs, Winspear and

Kamau, got there they were surprised to

be greeted by an equally cute room-mate!
Experts believe that Amani will not only

be a good playmate for the wild cats, but
also provide a calming influence on the
naturally aggressive animals. These cheetahs
are going to be part of the zoo's Animal
Adventure Outreach Program to help teach
the public about their highly endangered
species. As to whether the unusual
companions will get along and continue being
mates when Winspear and Kamau are tall
hefty, we will have to see. But for now, the

An Unusual Cage Mate at
Dallas Zoo
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three babies seem to be getting along just
fine.

While these aerodynamic cats once roamed
the open grasslands, savannas, dense
vegetation, and sometimes even mountainous
terrains of Africa, the Arab Peninsula and
Asia in large numbers, they are now on the
brink of extinction, especially in Asia where
they were hunted down ruthlessly for their
beautiful skin.

The cheetahs that are still living in the wild
face numerous challenges ranging from loss
of habitat to conflict with humans, as well as
the fact that they are not the strongest of
animals and are often unable to fend for their
cubs falling prey to the more aggressive
lions, jackals and hyenas. With only between
19,000 to 25,000 believed to be left in the
wild, conservation programs such as the

one Winspear and Kamau are part of, are
becoming increasingly crucial for the animal's
survival.
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Predator and Prey/ RIcBRI * RIBIR

When the yaks appear in front of the
snow leopard in the nook of mountains, the sight
makes festive and waters its mouth lusciously. Art by: Soni Gurung, Class: 6

Kaski Modernized Boarding School
FTEEATS AT ey T@T
TRTSH! ATAHT TR fe3Fardare
AT FIEGS, T 3 TTAT HHG B |

T T AT
: Lra T , - IR fegmt &, SR g AR
Still in the group? Y ! e et 95 5 | A o1 & |
How shall I hunt ? Better to W s Vi A5 Y % et 3 - The nature has granted me a

wait here for a while. Y ' I L gigantic body with strong horns, and
[ -, ¢ e 1L should not run away seeing the
Snow Leopard.

NIt would be easier to prey upon
calf than mother. Rather

) w92 715 | 3T e G ¥ e 7 |

Yak comes back. He demonstrates courage and chases the snow leopard.

He is coming right here.
Lshould flee. Anyways, my hoofs
makes easier while running I'am the Queen of the s . C e
away i the steep. - ~ \|Himalaya. I am the predator, -] Either you are finishe
how can I lose you! - L

time. Better running
- away.




In the lonesome Himalayan areas, there
is neither studio nor a photographer;

but on the corner of the trails, there are
cameras hidden among the stones and

The
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onow Leopards are Captured in
Remote GAameras

Photos: NTNC/ACAP-SLC

rocks, that click the pictures capturing “camera trapping”. With camera-trapping,
whatever passes by. There, an automatic snow |leopards have been monitored for the
camera clicks photographs instantly if a last three years in Nepal. The first camera-

snow leopard comes across it. This is called trapping started in Namu-Bhapras, Lubra



and Muktinath, in lower Mustang. This is a
community based snow leopard monitoring
program undertaken by Snow Leopard
Conservancy (SLC) and National Trust for
Nature Conservation (NTNC).

In this program, the Snow Leopard Scouts
are formed within the local schools. They
include students from grades 6, 7, and

8. To increase participation in the snow
leopard monitoring Scout members,
network representatives, rangers from
NTNC’s Annapurna Conservation Area
Project (ACAP) and local herders are taken
to the environment camp and trained on
camera trap technology. Since local people
are directly involved in the snow leopard
monitoring, other community people have
been gradually motivated by the program.

In 2011, monitoring was conducted in

Lower Mustang: Namu—Bhapras, Lubra

and Muktinath, where three different

snow |leopards were trapped in the remote
cameras. The Snow Leopard Scouts named
them Mukti, Tilicho, and Nilagiri respectively.
In 2012, Mukti was again trapped with its
cub, so we knew it was female. In 2013,
the cameras, placed in Namu and Muktinath,
trapped one more adult snow leopard.

Now we know there are at least five snow
leopards in Lower Mustang. Five snow
leopards are also being monitored in similar
way using remote cameras in Lomanthang,
Samjung and Marang of Upper Mustang, and
at least 2 individuals in the cameras installed
in Ledar and Yakkharka areas in Manang.
One of the main objectives of camera
trapping is to monitor snow leopards and
estimate their number in the area.

As there is no similarity in the fingerprints of

the people, likewise individual snow leopards
can be recognized distinctively by patterns
of spots found on the tail, body, and front
and back of the head.

The images captured in one of the Upper
Mustang remote cameras are remarkable
and we have learnt so much from them. In
one of the photos the mother snow leopard
appears with its two young. In another
picture, a snow leopard is scraping, and
still in another it is seen scent-spraying

as perhaps to mark its territory. One of
the main objectives of this program is to
encourage local students to conserve snow
leopard by monitoring them through cameras
and working together as Snow Leopard
Scouts.

.
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Profit of Saving & Credit Groups for
snow Leopard Gonservation

Sagarmatha (Everest) National Park
provides good habitat for snow leopards. The
primary areas where snow leopards occur in
Sagarmatha are Thame, Thambeten, Thamo
and Phortse. Snow Leopard Conservancy
(SLC) has initiated community-based “Snow
Leopard Saving and Credit Program” aimed
at promoting economic development while
funding conservation activities under the
management of existing village women's
groups. Members of these Saving and
Credit Management Groups have decided

to spend 25% of the profit towards Snow

Leopard conservation. Ang Doma Sherpa, the

President of Sumdarpeak Saving and Credit
Management Group, says, “Out of the 25%
profit, 10% is directly given to schools for
Snow Leopard conservation education for
children.” The Headmaster of Thame Primary
School, Mr. Lakhman Tamang, confirms that
the money has been utilized for conservation
related purpose. “The school has already

AR

received this support twice,” says Tamang.
“We have used this resource in school by
having children participate in conservation
related educational activities such as
conducting environmental debate, arts
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competition, story and essay writing, etc”.

The 15% of the net profit amount is allocated
for Snow Leopard Conservation Fund. This
money is used to compensate group members
who have lost their livestock to Snow Leopard
in these villages. They receive Rs. 500 to Rs.
1000 per adult animal that has been killed

by snow leopard, while Rs. 300 to Rs 500
per calf according to Aang Maya Sherpa, the
President of the savings and credit group in
Thamo.

Photo: Anil Adhikari/SLC
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Felix’s
Plant-For-The-Planet
Campaign

CcdleC bR G

Do you know that children around the globe
are doing their best to save planet earth?
Among these, here we are going to talk
about a German child who has initiated a
conservation related work which may inspire
many children like you.

Plant-for-the-Planet is a children’s initiative
that aims to raise awareness amongst
children and adults about the issues of
climate change and conservation. The
Initiative also works to plant trees, and
considers this to be symbolic action to
reduce the effect of climate change.

The idea for Plant-for-the-Planet was first

¥ developed in Germany in 2007 by a nine

year old boy called Felix Finkbeiner. Felix
was first inspired when Felix’s teacher set
the assignment to prepare a school report

IS afeie® | & fafreears 9T 3
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FTeTehel & T HLETUHeTD AT LA
AT T TEREH & W (St 9
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T 32T TEH G | @7 FT § A
faeav T T@ AR A IRATHR! AR
FH T R 5T AR F |
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¢ YT AT ATtk hica hghergaie
TNTHT B | Il G 3000 |7 AT HETh
STEATT X | T FEA A, FfcAaent Tl

I World News

about the issue of climate change. While
conducting his research he came across the
story of Wangari Maathai, the Nobel Peace
Prize Laureate from Kenya who had worked
to plant over 30 million trees across Africa
as part of her 'Green Belt Movement'. On
the 28th of March 2007 the first tree was
planted in Felix's school, thus marking the
official launch of Plant-for-the-Planet. In
2011, it reached a goal of planting a million
trees. This campaign is still going on.

Now it is your turn to start planting at
least one plant at your home or in garden,
school or in the community so that it helps
minimizing the impact of climate change in
our environment.

source: Wikipedia
Compiled by:Shraddha Shah
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Imposition
In My Gountry

Our slogan 'Greenery is wealth of Nepal' is shattered,
Owing to the wildlife poaching from the jungle here.

The snow leopard is about to extinct badly there
Oh friends! Let us conserve by guarding it over here.

My village Kowang is in the lap of Dhaulagiri
Breathtaking it is due to encompassed greenery.

Oh friends! Let us preserve the gigantic mountains
Known as sources of the hidden mystery to be found.

People made it bare and dull by deforesting today
Hampered the habitats of the wildlife these days.

Poachers kill the wild animals and trap them in noose
No one is worried of wild animals' hardship and loss!

Still, my mind cannot grasp about man's deeds
How selfish and proud the human being is.

But oh man! Don't be so self-centered and egoistic
Learn to preserve existence of other being, please!

Now, we're obliged to protect the nature over here
We all are to be involved hand in hand to do so here.

Environment is our life, which is habitat of wildlife
Oh human! Try to understand real value of their life.

- Tara Thapa, Grade : VIIl. Shree Jana Adarsha
Secondary School; Kowang, Mustang
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¢ e Victimized Forest

HeTS HIET WO TRTAT

R @IS AR AT 0Oh smugglers of the forest!

Ouch! You have destroyed me cutting
EEEEACEIFE IR Ooh! You have hurt me deforming.
AT TR TG ,
SN N S — — | used to decorate the entire nature

By amplifying the dignity of the country
Provide refuge to the living beings calmly.

YR[Tb! el TSI HI FAT
9 Afheed s fadt =7 T =rEAT My dream and desire to add the beauty in nature

a9 o THAT TS T8 T SHE®HT HIEAT You have devastated oh! Foolish people!!
Now | am compressed in your ugly desire.

N T¥eel Sel < /ey Al L N You have annihilated me before fulfilling my plans
A FAHA T GAE FaTT B =T For, you have destroyed me for bread and butter
=T ST e e g A Being so selfish, you have been counter-clockwise of nature.
ST T 7SS B ETET A But there is precious nurturing culture within this nature
S T W ab-n @ ST BT It is in your hands to protect or to predate its valuable characters,
& 9w A &, If you deface me carelessly, like this, oh foolish people!
g [qHEETs, Be watchfull You hurting fooll
THET R 4T A6, Then, One day you will have received my deadly curse
Tl TR A R, Make sure, through such my blighting tears
7 faur gfees aed wmg SIS Your tremendous future certainly disappears!
- sl R e e By: Ramji Paudel, Conservation Teacher

Shree Yogendra Higher Secondary School

ot A 3= W T, v
ST T Tukuche, Mustang.
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Department of National Parks &

In Nepal, the Department of National
Parks& Wildlife Conservation was initiated by
establishing a conservation branch under the
Department of Forest in 1973. To reinforce
its valuable works more systematically, the
Department of National Parks & Wildlife
Conservation was formed separately under
the Ministry of Forest and Soil Conservation
in 1980.

There are 10 National Parks, 3 Wildlife
Reserves, 6 Conservation Areas, and 1

Protected Areas of Nepal

Hunting Reserve and Twelve Buffer Zones
have been designated. Among the 9 wetlands
listed under the Ramsar in Nepal, 6 of the
wetlands are within the protected areas
under this department. These protected
areas cover 34, 185. 62 square kilometers
(23.23% of total area of Nepal). Among the
118 types of ecosystem found in Nepal 80
kinds are included in these protected areas.
www.dnpwc.gov.np
Email: info@dnpwec.gov.np
Tel: 4220912, Babarmahal, Kathmandu

<

Protected Areas
B notional Pak
- Widiife Resare
B Hunting Resarve
B Conservation Area

The following programs are running under
the Department of National Parks and
Wildlife Conservation;

1. Crocodile Conservation &
Rehabilitation Program.

o

Elephant Breeding & Management
Program.

3. Vulture Conservation, Breeding and
Relocation Program.

Buffer Zone Program
Tiger Conservation Especial Program.
Tarai Arc Landscape (TAL) Program

S

Sacred Himalaya Landscape Program
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Snow Leopard
Radio
Collared
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Gluhally endangered Snow Leopard was
radio collared in Kanchenjunga Conservation
Area. The collaring was performed on November
29, 2013, led by the Government of Nepal's
Department of National Parks and Wildlife
Conservation, with the support from WWF
Nepal, USAID, National Trust for Nature
Conservation, and Kangchenjunga Conservation
Area Management Council.

Nepal created a new stride in snow leopard
conservation with the historic collaring of a
snow leopard using satellite GPS technology.

The snow leopard is an adult male approximately
five years of age, weighing 40kg and with a
body length of 193cm.

“The snow leapard collaring is indeed a new win
for Nepal,” says Megh Bahadur Pandey, the
Director General of the Department of National

Parks and Wildlife Conservation. “It helps us

to strengthen measures to better understand
and protect the snow leopard whose survival is
under threat from anthropogenic activities and
the pervasive impacts of global climate change.”

This is the first time that satellite-GPS
technology is being used in snow leopard
collaring in Nepal. The first radio collaring in the
history of snow leopard was accomplished by
the team of Rodney Jackson in Langu valley of
Mugu district in the early 1980s.

Anil Manandhar, Country Representative of
WWEF Nepal, says that the success of the radio
collaring program opens up new frontiers in
snow leopard conservation as well as new
avenues to profile Nepal as a living laboratory to
help in building international collaboration in the
conservation science.
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Snow Leopard arts on canvas: Final drawing of art competition held in ACAP Headquarter.

Photo: Dinesh Dangol

CONSERVATION ACTIONS WE CAN TAKE

Report poaching to the concerned authorities.

Protect Snow Leopard habitat and prey species.

Take measures to minimize loss of livestock to Snow Leopard: for example, guard livestock CAREFULLY, avoid leaving animals to
graze near cliffs or in very broken terrain AND Keep in the PREDATOR-PROOF CORRALS.

Spread wildlife conservation awareness among local people and tourists.

BECOME A STEWARD FOR NATURE BY ENCOURAGING YOUR COMMUNITY TO CO-EXIST WITH THE ENDANGERED SNOW LEOPARD
BY TAKING THE ABOVE ACTIONS.

BY ENSURING SNOW LEOPARDS CAN FIND SUFFICIENT WILD PREY FOR FOOD, AND SO THAT THEY NOT HAVE TO RELY UPON
DOMESTIC LIVESTOCK FOR THEIR SURVIVAL.

Snow Leopards and other wildlife are like a necklace of jewels around our mountains!

Do you know these facts?

Snow Leopard is among the endangered species of Nepal and other 12 range countries in South & Central Asia.

Snow Leopard serves as an indicator for environmental health of the high mountain ecosystem.

Like humans and all animals, Snow Leopards require food, shelter and security from enemies.

Snow leopard presence in Nepal and the Himalayas can be compared with the importance of lions to African countries or the Giant
White Panda to China.

Snow leopard is part of natural heritage and is unique and valuable to the area.
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