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Following the concept of landscape conservation, Nepal had 
launched such a program for the first time in Terai region in 2001 
titled ‘Terai Arc Landscape Program’. Shortly afterwards, many 
programs that extended beyond borders were launched—the 
Kailash Landscape Program, which covered Nepal’s Darchula, 
Bajhang, Humla and Baitadi district, including India’s Uttarakhanda 
state and China’s Mansarovar region; Kanchanjanga Landscape 
Program also covered Nepal’s Taplejung, Panchthar, Ilam and Jhapa, 
India’s Sikkim and West Bengal and Bhutan; Chitwan Annapurna 
Landscape Program that extends its remit from Chitwan to 
Mustang and Kaligandaki corridor, and other districts; and Pabitra 
Himali Landscape Program that connects eastern and central 
Himalayan ecosystems. WWF Nepal and ICIMOD have made 
important contributions for the development and expansion of the 
landscape level initiatives.  

Nepal’s Snow Leopard Conservation Action Plan (2017-22) has also 
indicated  the need for landscape programs to conserve the big cat 
species whose habitat covers a large area. Likewise, according to 
Global Snow Leopard and Ecosystem Protection Program (GSLEP) 
goals, as part of the ’20 within 2020’ program, which states that, by 
2020, 20 landscapes in 12 countries where snow leopards thrive will 
be preserved, Nepal has already secured three landscapes. These 
are secured based on snow leopard’s natural habitat, distribution, 
density, and availability of the prey base.

The Himalayan regions where snow leopards thrive are also integral 
sources of drinking water, biodiversity, economic development 
and human civilization for large population of Asia. It is necessary 
to strike a fine balance between its sustainable conservation 
and development. Thus, making it imperative that landscape level 
conservation be advanced.

Editorial
Landscape level initiatives for sustainable 
snow leopard conservation ! 
With the passage of time, the frontiers of conservation have 
been changing. Conservation efforts that started with controlling 
poaching have today reached a phase of implementation of 
biodiversity conservation based on the concept of conservation 
beyond borders at the landscape level, through the conservation 
of rare and endangered species, of important ecosystems and 
habitats, integrated conservation and social development. Today, 
the sustainable conservation of biodiversity is not possible without 
thinking beyond political, organizational or commercial borders 
or by focusing on preservation of only one ecosystem. On top of 
that, when it comes to conservation of an animal like the snow 
leopard, which has an expansive habitat, conserving a limited area 
is not enough; it is impossible to conserve snow leopard without 
conserving diverse and intricately tied ecosystems within the 
country, and through leadership, cooperation and coordination 
between various stakeholders, in and out of the country.

Landscape level programs have been implemented in Hindukush 
region for the sustainable conservation of snow leopard, by 
enhancing the locals’ livelihoods and ensuring co-existence between 
the snow leopards and humans. The habitat of snow leopard 
encompasses 12 nations around the Hindukush region, spreading 
across 1,835, 000 sq. km. About 27, 432 sq. km of that falls in Nepal. 
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g]kfnsf] lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0f sfo{of]hgf -@)!&–@)@@_ n] ;d]t 7"nf] 
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;+/If0fnfO{ e"–kl/lw:t/Lo cjwf/0ff cfjZos kg]{ pNn]v  
u/]sf] 5 . To:t}, Unf]an :gf] n]k8{ P08 Osf]l;:6d k|f]6]S;g  
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;+:yfut jf Joj;flos bfo/f jf s'g} Ps kfl/l:yltsLo k|0ffnLsf] 
;+/If0fdf nlIft u/]af6dfq ;Dej 5}g . ha lxpF lrt'jfh:tf] j[xQ 
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We had reached Hilsa at the Nepal-China border after 
trekking for five days from Simikot, Humla’s district 
headquarters, to study the biodiversity of Limi Valley. We 
were a group of ten people and about 16 mules/horses. 
Hilsa is a small valley; China lies in its north-west, and Nepal 
in south-east. Humla Karnali, the river flowing from China 
has a newly-built bridge over it. We spent a night at Hilsa 
and early next day crossed that bridge to reach Limi. After 
making a steep climb for half an hour we arrived at a plain 
landscape and spotted a trap made of nylon thread placed 
to kill snow pigeons. Scattered in the ground were grains 
of rice and white feathers suggesting pigeons were indeed 
trapped there. The locals told us that people came there all 
the way from Hilsa to poach and the possibility that other 
wildlife were also being hunted could not be ruled out. 

It must be a result of poaching that we couldn’t spot wildlife 
like Blue sheep, Himalayan tahr and Himalayan goral as 
expected after a nearly four-hour long trek. Butterflies, 
lizards and snakes should have been spotted too because it 
was morning but they were nowhere to be seen. We could 
see the old excreta of animals like Red fox, Weasel and Beech 
marten but not their footsteps with yaks, horses and mules 

trailing the road having erased them. After trekking for four 
hours we found a newly-repaired stone spout along the side 
of the road where there was also a long stone platform the 
resting spot. Sitting there we had our lunch brought from 
Hilsa. We drank from our water bottles and refilled them. 

Our journey began again after lunch there’s a distinct charm 
to trekking in Tibet’s rocky hills. It is impossible to put in words 
the sheer fun of it; you never know what exotic landscape 
or object you’ll encounter next. But the atmosphere there 
was different. We had to walk across barren, steep land with 
scarce presence of herbs. The Humla Karnali river flowed 
downstream and across it a barren hill forming a right 
angle. Around it revolved vultures. Looking at it through a 
binocular one could spot the vultures’ habitat and vultures 
resting. As for other four-legged wildlife however, they were 
nowhere to be seen. We were surprised as to why despite 
such a favorable environment wildlife feeding on grass such 
as Blue sheep and Himalayan tahr were absent ones that 
were supposed to be seen in hordes. Maybe because the 
sun was approaching its zenith the wildlife was resting in 
some obscure places or maybe they were disturbed by the 
roar of helicopters carrying passengers from Simikot to 
Mansarovar flying at low altitudes. But if these animals were 
present then snow leopards must have been there too yet 
even after walking such a long distance we couldn’t spot any 
sign of their presence. 

travelogue
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On course we came across five villagers traveling from Limi 
and their two dozen yaks a few horses and dogs. Some friends 
in our group knew those villagers so we began to exchange 
pleasantries. I took a chance to ask them the reason why 
the wildlife was nowhere to be seen. All of them blamed 
poaching and also said that the poachers were outsiders. 

We alternated between walking and resting at some places 
we had to walk through the middle of dense barren hills 
but the road was wide enough for loaded yaks and mules 
to traverse. We were unable to find any water source once 
we started trekking after lunch and we had heard that if we 
walked fast we could reach the water source by five in the 
evening. After walking for nearly five hours we began to spot 
signs left by snow leopard perhaps because the land was 
so far from human settlement there was presence of snow 
leopard’s prey. The more we moved ahead more signs left by 
snow leopard could be seen scrapes on the grounds, smell 
of the urine, its stool. Some signs were fresh as if just four 
or five days old. And it appeared that all those signs were left 
behind by a single snow leopard. Some friends in our group 
appeared to have taken joy at seeing those signs for the first 
time. Measuring and photographing those signs according to 
our necessity we kept on moving ahead. 

It was about half past five in the evening when we reached a 
makeshift source of water in Jhompalma. We could reach the 
first village in Limi valley only after walking a full day that’s 
why we decided on staying the night over there. There was 
a large rock over the gorge beside which was a makeshift 
fireplace. That was a place where porters setting out for 
Limi from Hilsa would stay the night, out of compulsion.

We cleaned up the fireplace at first and thought of lighting 
up the gas instead of firewood. There was not enough plain 
ground so we set up five-six tents in a row in the road itself. 
We left a flat-bottomed cooking pot under the water source 
with a very narrow thread of water so that we could use the 
accumulated water for contingent purposes.

After a short while boys in the kitchen fetched us black 
coffee and biscuits. We began to chat relishing coffee and 
biscuits. Even though the youths among us looked very tired 
they feigned their exhaustion to the aged. Hence I and our 
team leader Raju proposed we travel a little distance and 
set up a few camera traps on the road. I politely said “If we 
set up cameras at least we’d have information about the 
wildlife’s movement in the region at night. It is highly likely 
that we could capture Red fox and Beech marten because 
they are the famous nocturnal animals and like to come near 

human settlement. I have seen that they tend to feed on 
bones and human’s leftover food etc. I will go too. Let’s go 
and set up at least three cameras and by the time we return 
the dinner would be ready here.” 

We a team of three set out with three cameras and within a 
range of 200m from our makeshift camp two roads diverged 
upward and downward. We thought it the best place to set 
up an automatic camera. And since the dark was getting 
thicker we set up two other cameras at a little distance 
from there and returned to the camp. On the road I said in 
jest “If these cameras don’t capture the wildlife they’d let us 
see the people who come to steal our goods.” The friends 
burst out in laughter. I was filled with joy too. 

Upon reaching the camp Raju said “I’d guarantee that if 
nothing else the cameras would capture the Pika.” And there 
were indeed Pikas frolicking around us maybe they loved the 
company of humans.

After having our dinner the team started to make some 
noise to enjoy ourselves. But our team leader Raju urged us 
to stop, get inside the tent and sleep. He also said that we’d 
have to empty the road by seven in the morning because by 
then locals would already be reaching that spot with yaks 
and mules. Some of us went to sleep others however were 
reluctant and began to add a few more drinks.

At about six in the morning we awoke a young teammate 
after a difficult attempt and asked him to fetch the cameras. 
The young man brought the cameras in a while. I asked him 
to provide the cameras to Yadav Ghimire who was snoring 
inside the tent beside mine. After a while another teammate 
provided me with black coffee and biscuits. As I started 
sipping the coffee Yadav started shouting excitedly “Oh god! 
It’s great!”

I reciprocated the excitement and asked, “What happened, 
bro?” “Snow leopard” was the reply. “The first set camera 
captured a snow leopard, sir.” I wanted to ask “Its head or 
tail?” but it was not a time for joke, because Yadav’s jubilant 
voice made me hundred percent assured that the camera 
had indeed captured a snow leopard. I left coffee and 
biscuits at the tent and hurried to Yadav’s. Before I could 
say anything Yadav flashed the laptop’s monitor in my face 
as if declaring that the screen made more sense than he 
could. What appeared in the screen was what is supposed 
to be the signifier of a fresh healthy ecosystem of one of 
world’s most beautiful Himalayan regions stepping out from 
the edge of the dirt road—a snow leopard.
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xfdL lndL pkTosfsf] h}ljs ljljwtfsf] cWoog ug{ x'Dnf 
lhNnfsf] ;b/d'sfd l;dLsf]6af6 kfFr lbg k}bn lxF8]/ g]kfn –
rLgsf] ;Ldfl:yt lxN;f k'u]sf lyof}F . xfd|f] ;d"xdf !) hgf 
dflg; / !%–!^ j6f vRr/÷3f]8fx? lyP . lxN;f Pp6f ;fgf] 
pkTosf xf] h;sf] pQ/–klZrdlt/ rLgsf] tyf blIf0f k"j{lt/  
g]kfnsf] e"–efu k5{ . dfly rLgaf6 g} aUb} cfPsf] x'Dnf s0ff{nLdf 
xfn;fn} ag]sf] h:tf] Pp7f k'n 5 . xfdL Ps/ft ToxL+ lxN;fdf 
af; a:of}F / csf{] lbg laxfg} ToxL+ k'n t/]/  lndLsf] nflu  
lx8\of}F . cfwf 306f psfnf] af6f] lxl8;s]kl5 t];f]{ af6f] k'Uof}F / 
ToxfF lxpF k/]jf dfg{sf] nflu gfOngsf] wfuf]af6 agfOPsf] kf;f]  
/fv]sf] b]Vof} . ToxfF k/]jfx? nf]Eofpgsf nflu rfdnsf] u]8fx?  
5l/Psf lyP eg] hldgdf 5l/Psf ;]tf e'Tnfx?n] kf;f]df  
k/]jfx? k/]/ df/]sf] s'/fnfO{ O+lut uYof}{ . :yfgLo JolQmn] 
xfdLnfO{ lxN;f b]lv dflg;x¿ ToxfF cfP/ rf]/L lzsf/ ug]{ u/]sf] 

s'/f] eg]sf]n] cGo hLjhGt'sf] klg rf]/L lzsf/ x'g] ;DefjgfnfO{ 
gsfg{ ;lsb}g lyof] . 

zfob, cj}w lzsf/sf] kl/0ffdn] x'g'k5{ xfd|f] To; kl5sf] em08} 
rf/ 306fsf] lx8fO{df af6f]sf] tn, dfly, bfofF afofF 6f9f–6f9f;Dd 
xfdLn] ck]Iff u/]sf] gfp/, emf/n, 3f]/n h:tf jGohGt'sf] gfdf] 
lgzfg lyPg . laxfgsf] ;do ePsf]n] k'tnL, 5]kf/f], ;k{ OToflb 
klg b]lvg' kg{] lyof] t/ tL klg b]lvPgg\ . 7fpF 7fpFdf ;8ssf] 
lsgf/lt/ jf 9'+ufdfly /ftf] ̂ ofp/f], 9'+u]] dn;fFk|f], lxdfnL dn;fFk|f] 
h:tf jGohGt'sf] k"/fgf] lai6f b]lvGYof] t/ Tof] af6f]df rf}F/L, 
3f]8f, vRr/ lxF8]sf]n] s'g} klg jGohGt'sf] kfO{nfx? b]lvPsf]  
lyPg . rf/ 306f hlt lxF8]kl5 e/v/} lh0ff{]4f/ ul/Psf] Pp6f  
9'+u]wf/f af6f]sf] 5]ptl/ e]l6of]]] hxfFlg/  a:gsf] nflu 9'+ufsf] nfdf]  
rf}tf/f klg lyof] . ToxfF a;]/ xfdLn] lxN;faf6 NofPsf] n+r  
vfof}+ . cf–cfˆgf] af]tnsf] kfgL vfP/ af]tndf kfgL e¥of}+ . 

lgofqf 

– s/g axfb'/ zfx
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n+r kl5 xfd|f] ofqf km]/L z'? x'G5, ltAatL k7f/df lx8\g'sf] dhf g} 
cs{} x'G5 . Tof] slt /f]df~rsf/L x'G5 eGg] s'/f] zAbdf j0f{g 
ug{ g;lsg] s'/f] xf], x/ ;do v'nb'nL x'G5 ls ca s] b]lvg] 
xf] < t/ ToxfFsf] dfxf}n a]Un} lyof] . gfËf] clnslt 3fF; ePsf] 
le/fnf] hldgdf ePsf] ;8sdf lx8\g' kl//x]sf] lyof] . tnlt/ 
aUb} u/]sf] x'Dnf s0ff{nL glb, To;sf] kfl/k§L ()) sf] gfËf] 
eL/ h;sf] cf;kf;df lu4x? pl8/x]sf b]lvGy] eg] b'la{gaf6  
x]bf{ s'g} s'g} 7fpFdf cgsG6f/ eL/df lu4sf] u'F8 / To;df 
lu4 a;]sf] klg b]lvGYof] . t/ cGo rf/v'§] jGohGt'sf] xsdf 
eg] cl3s} s'/f] bf]xf]l//x]sf] lyof] cyf{t ltgsf] s'g} gfdf]lgzfg  
lyPg . xfdLnfO{ cfZro{ nflu/x]sf] lyof] ls To:tf] ldNg] 
pko'Qm jf;:yfgsf] jfah'b klg lsg ToxfF x'nsf x'n b]lvg' 
kg{] 3f;F vfg], gfp/, emf/n h:tf jGohGt' stf uP t < zfob 
lbp;f]sf] 3fd rls{b} uPsf]n] xfdLn] b]Vg g;s]sf] 7fpFdf  
cf/fd ul//x]sf lyP ls jf l;ldsf]6af6 dfg;/f]j/ hfg] ofq'x?  
af]s]sf] l5g l5gdf lgSs} sd prfO{df l7s x'Dnf s0ff{nLsf] 
dflyaf6 p8\b} u/]sf x]lnsK6/sf] cfjfhaf6 t;]{/ Tof] 7fpFaf6 
cGoq} ;/]sf lyP ls eGg] s'/f] g;f]lrPsf] xf]O{g . t/ ltgLx?sf] 
ToxfF pkl:ylt ePsf] eP To; If]qdf lxpF lrt'jf klg x'g'kg{] lyof], 
t/ Toqf] nfdf] af6f] lx8\bf klg lxpF lrt'jfsf] s'g} klg lrGx ;8sdf 
e]l6Psf] lyPg . 

lxF8bf lx8b} xfd|f] e]6 lndLaf6 cfO/x]sf] kfFrhgf ufpFn]x? / ltgsf] 
@)–@% j6f rf}F/L, s]xL 3f]8f / s's'/;Fu eof] . tL JolQmx?nfO{ 
xfd|f] l6dsf s]xL ;fyLx?n] lrg]sf]n] TolxF af6f]df Ps l5g 
enfs';f/L x'g yfNof] . oxL df}sfdf d}n] xfdLn] af6f]df lxF8bf 
jGohGt' gb]lvg'sf] sf/0f ;f]wL xfn], ltlgx?n] Ps} :j/df  
cj}w lzsf/nfO{ bf]if lbP / of] klg eg] ls tL cj}w lzsf/ ug{] 
aflx/sf JolQmx? x'g\ . 

xfdL af6f]df a:b} ysfg dfb{} lx8+b} uof}+, s'g} s'g} 7fpFdf t 
cgsG6f/ gfËf] eL/sf] aLraf6 lx8\g' kYof{} t/ af6f] eg] ef/L  
af]s]sf] rf}F/L, vRr/x? lx8\g ;Sg] km/flsnf] lyof] . af6f]df 
n+r vfP/ lx8]kl5 slx+ klg kfgLsf] >f]t e]l6Psf] lyPg / l56f] 
lx+8] a]n'sL % ah] lt/dfq kfgLsf] >f]t ePsf] 7fpFdf k'luG5 eGg] 
s'/f] ;'lgPsf] lyof] . n+r kl5 em08} kfFr 3+6f lx8] kl5 aNn  
af6f]df lxpF lrt'jfn] 5f]8]sf] lrGxx? b]lvg yfn], zfob a:tLaf6 
w]/} 6f9f ePsf]n] lxpF lrt'jfsf] cfxf/ k|hfltsf] ToxfF pkl:ylt  
lyof] . xfdL hlthlt cufl8 a9b} lyof}F lxpF lrt'jfn] vf];|]sf], lk;fa 
km]/]sf] u+w, vf];|]sf] 7fpFdf lb;f u/]sf] / a]Un} lb;f u/]sf] b]lvg 
yfn] . s'g} s'g} lrGxx? t rf/kfFr lbg klxn]sf dfq x'g ls 
h:tf] nfUYof] . tL hDd} lrGxx? Pp6} lxpF lrt'''''''''''jfsf] ePsf] h:tf] 
klg k|ltt x'GYof] . xfdL;Fu} lx8]sf s]xL ;fyLx?n] lxpF lrt'jfsf] 
oL lrGxx? klxnf] k6s b]v]sf]n] v'a} /dfPsf b]lvGy] . xfdLn] 
tL lrGxx?sf] cfjZostf cg';f/ kmf]6f] / gfk lnFb} cufl8 a9\g] 
qmd hf/L /fVof}+ . 

a]n'sL ;f9] kfFr hlt aHg nfu]sf] lyof] . xfdL af6f]df kfgLsf] sfd 
rnfp >f]t ePsf] 7fpF emf]dkfNdf k'Uof}+ . ToxfFaf6 k'/f Pslbg 
lx8]+/ dfq lndL pkTosfsf] klxnf] ufpF k'luGYof] . To;s/f0f 
xfdLn] Tolx+ af; a:g] lgwf] u¥of}+ . Tof] vf]n];f] ePsf] 7fpFdf  
af6f]sf] dflylt/ Pp6f 7"nf] 9'+uf lyof] h;sf] cf8df ToxfF af; a:g] 
a6'jfx?n] r'Nxf] agfP/ 5f8]sf] b]lvGYof] . Tof] lxN;faf6 lndLsf] 
nflu ef/L ;lxt lx+8]sf a6'jfx?sf] afWotfj; af; a:g] 7fpF  
lyof] . 

;j{k|yd r'Nxf] ;kmf ul/of] / Tolx bfp/f]sf] ;§f Uof; g} afn]/ 
xfdLn] vfgf agfpg] larf/ u¥of}+ . ToxfF kfn 6fFUg] rp/ gePsf] 
sf/0f xfdLn] ;8sd} nx/} %–^ j6f kfnx? nufof}+ . Pp6f 7"nf] 

k[i7 7 l lxp“ lrt'jf

  
t:

jL
/M

 k
|m]0

8\;
 c

km
 g

]r
/



The
Snow Leopard|Page 8

8]SrLnfO{ kfgLsf] dl;gf] t'/t'/] wf/fsf] d'lg /flvof] tfls ToxfF 
hdfPsf] kfgLnfO{ ljleGg k|of]hgsf] nflu k|of]u ug{ ;lsof];\ . 

Ps l5gd} lsr]gsf s]6fx?n] sfnf] slkm / la:s'6 NofP/ 
xfd|f] cufl8 /flvlbP . xfdL slkm / la:s'6sf] :jfb lnb} ulkmg  
yfNof}+ . xfd|f] l6ddf ePsf o'jfx?sf] hdftn] cfkm"x¿ cToGt} 
yfs]sf] b]lvPtf klg s'/fx?sf] dfWodaf6 yf]ssf 5}gf} eGg] xfdL 
a'9fx?sf] cufl8 cfefif lbO/x]sf lyP . ctM xfd|f] 6f]nLsf] g]tf  
/fh' / d}n] olx pko'Qm df}sf b]v]/ b'O{ rf/j6f Sofd]/f 6«Øfkx? 
cln k/;Dd k'u]/ ;8sdf yfKg] s'/f] cuf8L /fVof}+ . d}n]  
km]l/ ljgd| eP/ eg] …Sofd]/f /fv]sf] v08df sd;]sd xfdLnfO{ 
To; e]sdf /fqL ljr/0f ug{] jGohGt'sf] cj:yfaf/] yfxf  
x'G5 . /ftf] ˆofp/f] / lxdfnL dn;fFk|f] kg{] ;Defjgf w]/} x'G5 
lsgeg] ltgLx? sxlnPsf lgzfr/ x'g / dflg;sf] a:tL glhs 
cfpg ?rfFp5g\ . o;/L dflg; af; a;]sf] 7fpFdf cfP/ kmfn]sf] 
vfgf, df;', x8\8L OToflb vfg] u/]sf] d}n] b]v]sf] x'F . d klg hfG5', 
w]/} geP klg tLgj6f Sofd]/f /fv]/ cfpF, TolQa]nf;Dd otflt/ 
vfgf klg tof/ x'G5 .Ú 

xfdL tLghgf tLgj6f Sofd]/f af]s]/ af6f]df nufOPsf] kfnsf]  
5]paf6 lx8\b} sl/a @)) ld6/ hlt k'u]sf lyof}+ ls d'n ;8saf6 
Pp6f ;fgf] af6f] dfly / csf{] ;fgf] af6f] tnlt/ uPsf] 7fpF  
km]nf k¥of] . Tof] 7fpF :jrflnt Sofd]/f h8fgsf] nflu clt 
pQd 7fg]/ Pp6f Sofd]/f nufof}+ . clg cWFof/f] a9\g nfu]sf]n] 
cGo b'O{ Sofd]/fx? xtf/df cln k/lt/ nufP/ xfdL SofDkdf  
kmls{of}+ . af6f]df d'8 k|]m; ug]{ x]t'n] d}n] eg]+, …oL Sofd/fx¿df 
jGohGt' gk/]klg /flt xfd|f] ;fdfg rf]/L ug{ cfpg] dg'jfsf] bz{g 
ug{ kfOg] eof} . ;fyLx? hf]8n] xfF:g yfn], d]/f] dg k|km'lNnt 
eof] . 

SofDkdf k'Ubf /fh'n] eg] …cGo jGohGt'sf] kmf]6f] geP klg 7"6] 
v/fof] kg{] s'/f]sf] clxn] g} Uof/]G6L lbG5' .Ú x'g klg xfdL a;]sf] 
7fpFsf] jl/kl/ 7"6] v/fof]x? w]/} p5ns'b ub{} b]lvPsf lyP, zfob 
ltgLx?n] klg dflg;sf] ;fdLKotf dg k/fPsf lyP . 

/fqL vfgkfg eO;s]kl5 clnslt xf]xNnf ul/g] sfo{qmd z'? 
x'g nfu]sf] lyof] . kfnleqaf6} xfd|f] 6f]nL g]tf /fh'n] xf]xNnf 
gug{ / v'?v'? cf–cfˆgf] kfnleq uP/ ;'Tg ;a}nfO{ cfu|x 
u/] / of] klg eg] ls ef]ln laxfg ;ft ah]leq ;a} kfnx¿ 
lems]/ ;8snfO{ vfnL ul/;Sg' k5{ . lsgeg] To;a]nf ;Dd 
:yfgLo ufpFn]x? rf}F/L, vRr/ O{Toflb lnP/ ToxfF cfOk'lu;s]sf  
x'g]5g\ . xfdL s]xL kfnleq k;]/ ;'Tg] t/v/ ug{ yfNof} eg]  
s]xL c6]/L u/]/ km]l/ ˆo"n yKg] t/v/lt/ nfu] . 

laxfg} ^ ah]lt/ Pshgf efO{nfO{ d'l:snn] hufP/ lxhf] h8fg  
u/]sf Sofd]/fx? NofpgnfO{ cfu|x ul/of] . tL efO{ cfFvfldRb} 
ToxfF uP/ tLgj6} Sofd]/fnfO{ lems]/ NofP . d}n] d]/f]  
kfn;Fu}sf] csf]{kfnleq d:tn] 3'l//x]sf] ofbj l3ld/]nfO{ hufP/ 
Sofd/fx¿nfO{ lbgnfO{ cx|fPF, p;n] To;} u¥of] . Ps l5g kl5 
sfnf] slkm / la:s'6 kfnsf] cufl8 /fv]/ Pshgf efO{ uof] . d 
kfnleq a;]/ slkmsf] r'lZs ln+b} lyP PSsfl; ;Fu}sf] kfnleqaf6 
æcf] u8 Û uHha ef] ÛÆ eGb} ofbj pT;flxt x'Fb} hf]/n] s/fpg  
yfn]sf] ;'lgof] . 

d}n] To:t} pT;flxt cfjfhdf s/fP/ ;f]w] æXjf6 x]Kk]G8 a|f] <Æ 
pQ/ cfof] æ:gf] n]k8{ Û klxnf] /flvPsf] Sofd]/fdf :gf] n]k8{ k¥of]  
;/ .Ú eGg t dg nfu]sf] lyof], …6fpsf] k¥of] ls k'R5/<Ú, t/ Tof] 
dhfssf] ;do lyPg lsgeg] ofbjsf] xif{ / pNnf;n] el/Psf] 
:j/af6 d ztk|ltzt ljZj:t lyPF ls ;FFfRr} g} xfd|f] Sofd]/fn] lxpF 
lrt'jfnfO{ s}b u/]sf] 5 . slkm / la:s'6 ToxL+5f8]/ d xtfl/b} 
ofbjsf] kfnsf] 9f]sflt/ k'u]+ . d}n] s]xL eGg' cl3 g} ofbjn] 
cfˆgf] Nofk6ksf] l:qmg d]/f] cg'xf/sf] cufl8 o;/L /fVof]  
dfgf}F ls p;n] eGg vf]h]sf] eGbf Nofk6ksf] l:qmgn] cfkm} a9L 
JoQm ug{ vf]lh/x]sf] 5 . d}n] b]vF] ToxfF ;+;f/s} clt ;'Gb/ 
lxdfnL e]ssf] :jR5 :j:Yo kfl/l:ylts k|0ffnLsf] ;"rs dflgg] 
lxpF lrt'jf af6f]sf] 5]paf6 nDsb} u/]sf] lyof] . 
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Interview

Dr. Ram Chandra Kandel is the Director General of the Department of 
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation (DPNWC). He has served the 
Government of Nepal in the various capacities for the last 32 years in many 
positions including Assistant Warden, Warden, Chief Warden in the Protected 
Areas of Tarai, Mountain and Himalayas for 22 years, for almost three years 
as Deputy Director General in the Department and as Provincial Secretary 
of Province 2 for one year. Dr. Kandel did his MSc in Wildlife Science from 
the Wildlife Institute of India, Dehradun under the Saurashtra University and 
obtained his PhD in Ecology of Asian Wild Buffalo of Koshitappu Wildlife 
Reserve, Nepal from Mizoram University, India. He has published more than 
20 scientific articles in the national and international journals. He shared the 
updates of snow leopard conservation initiatives to Anil Adhikari, Editor of 
the Snow Leopard Magazine.  

Nepal's snow leopard habitats  
have been divided into three landscapes 
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What are the contributions of landscape level initiatives 
to snow leopard conservation? 

By the concept of landscape conservation, Nepal had 
launched such a program for the first time entitling 
‘Tarai Arc Landscape Program (TAL). Shortly afterwards, 
many programs that extend beyond borders were 
launched—the Kailash ‘landscape’ program, which 
touched Nepal’s Darchula, Bajhang, Humla and Baitadi 
district, including India’s Uttarakhanda state and China’s 
Mansarovar region; Kanchanjanga ‘landscape’ program 
touched Nepal’s Taplejung, Panchthar, Ilam and Jhapa, 
India’s Sikkim and West Bengal and Bhutan; Chitwan 
Annapurna ‘landscape’ program that extends its remit 
from Chitwan to Mustang and Kaligandaki corridor, 
and other districts; and Pabitra Himali ‘landscape’ 
program that connects eastern and central Himalayan 
ecosystems. WWF Nepal and ICIMOD have made 
important contributions to develop and extend these 
programs. 

Nepal’s snow leopard habitats have been divided 
into three regions, the eastern, central and western, 
and declared as snow leopard landscape. These are 
based on snow leopard’s natural habitat, distribution, 
density and availability of the prey base. A climate 
smart management plan has been implemented in the 
eastern Himalayan landscape. Meanwhile, the snow 
leopard conservation procedure has also emphasized 
conservation on landscape level and coordination 
beyond borders. Focus is also put on programs like 
conservation of habitat and snow leopard prey base, 
curbing human-snow leopard conflicts, prey research, 
enhancing locals’ livelihoods, adapting to climate change 
and coordination at the local and transboundary level 
and beyond the borders. Snow leopard conservation 
committee and anti-poaching control groups have 
been mobilized to enhance locals’ participation in 
conservation, to curb poaching and to contribute to 
the research.  

Do you think that the three secured snow leopard 
landscape  as per the goal of Global Snow Leopard 

& Ecosystem Protection Program help  to safeguard 
snow leopard’s food, and habitat and to protect and 
increase snow leopard  population? If yes, how? 

In what is done for the first time in the world, Nepal 
has implemented the ‘climate smart’ Landscape 
Conservation and Management Plan. According to 
the conservation areas’ annual programs, the illegal 
international trade of snow leopard and poaching 
have been curbed; research and monitoring have been 
intensified; community-level participatory conservation 
enhanced; challenges created by infrastructural 
development controlled; climate smart management 
planning implemented; stakeholders’ capacity has 
been built; management of areas beyond borders and 
implementation of law ensured; and conservation 
education has been introduced.

In the three Landscapes that Nepal has already 
secured, including Kangchenjunga Conservation 
Area, Lamgtang and Shey Phoksundo National 
Park, special programs focusing on snow leopard 
conservation have been implemented with the 
support from WWF Nepal. Likewise, Gaurishankar, 
Annapurna and Manaslu Conservation Areas which 
have been managed by the National Trust for Nature 
Conservation (NTNC) is running  programs such as 
snow leopard conservation, awareness building and 
stakeholders’ capacity enhancement, and research. 
Efforts have also been put in by the Ministry of Forests 
and Environment, Department of National Parks and 
Wildlife Conservation, Forest and Soil Conservation 
Department, provincial and local governments, various 
organizations, educational institutions, NGOs and civil 
society. These programs have made a positive impact 
on snow leopard’s habitat, prey base and population.

The Livestock Insurance Program currently in operation 
feels like it has only provided relief to farmers because 
they don’t cover hundred percent loss as national level 
insurance programs do, because of which the farmers 
do not seem supportive about insurance. How can we 
improve this situation?

A livestock insurance program has come into effect 
at the local level in Kangchenjunga Conservation Area, 
a habitat of snow leopard, since 2010. The program 
that is launched jointly the Department of National 
Parks and Wildlife Conservation and WWF Nepal has 
initiated the Snow Leopard Conservation Committee 
under Conservation Area Management Committee 
(CAMC) and under which a Snow Leopard Provident 
Fund is managed. The interest out of which is being 
provided as relief to the farmers, who have become 
victims of snow leopard attacks on their livestock. A 
program of same nature is also being launched in Shey 
Phoksundo National Park. The Livestock and Crops 
Insurance scheme is being implemented since 2012 
for mitigation of the risk for the commercialization  of 
agriculture and loss reduction. 
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The government through the Ministry of Agriculture 
has brought a directorial to provide compensation for 
crop and livestock damage. From this provision, the 
farmer gets  75 percent subsidy on the total premium 
amount to pay to the insurance companies. It hasn’t 
been able to effectively implement the insurance 
programs in the Himalayan and rural areas because 
of their remoteness and lack of awareness among the 
farmers. The insurance scheme has helped farmers 
receive compensation easily. 

Does the department have a concrete plan to promote 
and expand snow leopard tourism or has it put forward 
such a plan? 

The department has placed wildlife-based tourism in 
high priority. A snow leopard research center has been 
established in Kangchenjunga Conservation Area to 
help tourists. Information centers have been set up in 
Sagarmatha, Shey Phoksundo, Lamgtang National Parks 
and Kangchenjunga Conservation Area. Likewise, the 
department has facilitated facelift and construction 
of trekking routes, and construction of infrastructure 
on private-public partnership basis. Further, it is 
essential to identify strategic locations for promotion 
of ecotourism in high Himalayas, construct tourism 
friendly infrastructure, enhance reach and participation 
of locals, ensure development of private sectors and 
promote wildlife tourism friendly places.

How are Nepal, Bhutan, China and India collaborating 
on the landscape level initiatives for protecting snow 
leopards?

Presently, there have been lesser instances of 
coordination and communication between stakeholders 
at landscape level due to  the Covid 19 and its impacts.

Human -wildlife conflict is emerging as a critical issue for 
snow leopard conservation. As a result, snow leopards 
are being killed. What plans are the Government of 
Nepal taking to sustainably conserve the snow leopard 
in the future?

We are adopting strategies to make snow leopard 
conservation more effective by habitat management, 
controlling illegal trade, upgrading the shelters for 
livestock, livestock insurance, study and research, 
mobilization of local organizations and communities 
and expanding education publicity. 

How is the central level Ministry of Forest and 
Environment (MoFE) planning to coordinate the 
National Snow Leopard Survey, Snow Leopard 
Conservation Action Plan (SLCAP), streamlined 
compensation mechanisms, veterinary services with 
Provincial and Rural Municipality level government 
bodies as these are important issues to be addressed 
for the snow leopard conservation?

These issues are still under discussion. We are working 
on putting in place a more effective coordination and 
collaboration and results based mechanism in the 
future.
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e"–kl/lw:t/Lo ;+/If0f sfo{qmdn] lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fdf s] s:tf 
pknAwLx¿ xfl;n ePsf 5g\ <

e"–kl/lwsf] ;+/If0f ug]{ cjwf/0ff cg';f/ g]kfndf klxnf] 
k6s bL3{sfnLg /0fg}lts of]hgf ;lxtsf] t/fO{ e"–kl/lw 
sfo{qmd ;~rfngdf cfPsf] lyof] . To; nuQ}, lxdfnL If]qsf]  
kfl/l:yltsLo k|0ffnL tyf h}ljs ljljwtfsf] ;+/If0fsf] nflu 
x'Dnf, bfr{'nf, aemfª / a}t8Lsf ;fy} ef/tsf] pQ/fv08 / rLgsf] 
dfg;/f]j/ If]qnfO{ ;d]6\g] u/L s}nf; e"–kl/lw sfo{qmd,  
g]kfnsf tfKn]h'Ë, kfFry/, Onfd, emfkfsf ;fy} ef/tsf] l;lSsd 
klZrd a+ufn;Fu} e'6fgnfO{ hf]8\g] u/L s~rgh+3f e"–kl/lw sfo{qmd, 
lrtjg b]lv d':tfË;Dd sfnLu08sL sl/8f]/ cGt/utsf 
lhNnfnfO{ hf]8\g] u/L lrtjg cGgk"0f{ e"–kl/lw sfo{qmd / k"jL{ tyf 
dWo lxdfnL kfl/l:yltlso k|0ffnLnfO{ hf]8\g] u/L kljq lxdfnL  
e"–kl/lw sfo{qmd ;~rfng ePsf] 5 . e"–kl/lw sfo{qmdx?sf] 
ljsf; Pj+ la:tf/df O{l;df]8 tyf 8An'= 8An'=Pkm g]kfn 
sfo{qmdx?sf] dxTjk"0f{ ;xof]u /x]sf] 5 . 

cGtjf{tf{

g]kfndf  
lxpF lrt'jfsf]  
jf;:yfgnfO{ 
tLgj6f e"kl/lw If]qdf  

ljefhg ul/Psf] 5
8f= /fdrGb| sF8]n /fli6«o lgs'~h tyf jGohGt'  
;+/If0f ljefusf dxflgb{]zs x'g\ . g]kfn ;/sf/
df #@ jif{ ;]jf ul/;s]sf pgn] jg ljefu cGtu{t 
;xfos jg clws[tsf] ?kdf sl/j $ jif{ / /fli6«o 
lgs'~h tyf jGohGt' ;+/If0f ljefu cGtu{t ;xfos 
;+/If0f clws[t, ;+/If0f clws[t, k|d'v ;+/If0f clws[t 
kbx?df /x]/ t/fO{, kxf8 / lxdfnsf u/L ( j6f  
;+/lIft If]qx?df sl/j @@ jif{, /fli6«o lgs'~h 
tyf jGohGt' ;+/If0f ljefudf /xL sl/j # jif{  
pkdxflgb]]{zs / k|b]z g+= @ df /xL k|b]z ;lrjsf] 
?kdf ! jif{ lhDd]jf/L axg ul/;s]sf 5g\ . ;f}/fi6« 
ljZjljBfno cGtu{t jfO{N8nfO{km O{lG:6Ro'6 ckm 
O{lG8of, b]x/fb'gaf6 jfO{N8nfO{km ;fO{G;df Pd=P:;L= 
/ ldhf]/d ljZjljBfnoaf6 cgf{sf] Osf]nf]hLdf 
ljBfjfl/wL u/]sf 8f= s+8]nn] lkmN8df /xL sfdsfh 
u/]sf] nfdf] cg'ej 5 . pgsf ljleGg @) j6f eGbf 
a9L j}1flgs n]v, /rgfx¿ k|sflzt 5g\ . lxpF lrt'jf 
klqsfsf ;Dkfbs clgn clwsf/L;Fu lxpF lrt'jf  
;+/If0f ;DaGwL cBfjlws hfgsf/Lsf ljifodf  
8f= s+8]nn] lbPsf] cGtjf{tf{ oxfF k|:t't ul/Psf] 5 .
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g]kfndf lxpF lrt'jfsf] jf;:yfgnfO{ k"jL{, dWo / klZrdL u/L 
hDdf tLgj6f  lxpF lrt'jf e"–kl/lw If]qdf ljefhg  ul/Psf] 5 . 
oL e"–kl/lwx¿ lxpF lrt'jfsf] k|fs[lts jf;:yfg, ljt/0f, 3gTj 
/ cfxf/fsf] pknAwtfsf cfwf/df lgwf{/0f ul/Psf] xf] . k"jL{ 
lxdfnL lxpF lrt'jf e"–kl/lwnfO{  SnfOd]6 :df6{ d]g]hd]G6 Knfg 
th{'df u/L sfof{Gjog ub}{ cfOPsf] 5 . To;}ul/ lxpF lrt'jfsf]  
;+/If0f sfo{of]hgfn] ;d]t lxpF lrt'jfsf] e"–kl/lw :t/sf]  
;+/If0f tyf l;dfkf/ ;dGjonfO{ hf]8 lbPsf] 5 . lxpF lrt'jf / 
cfxf/f k|hfltsf] jf;:yfg ;+/If0f, lxpF lrt'jf / cfxf/ k|hfltsf] 
cWoog cg';Gwfg, dfgj–jGohGt' åGå Go"gLs/0f, 
:yfgLo ;d'bfosf] lhljsf]kfh{gdf ;xof]u, hnjfo' kl/jt{sf 
k|efjx?sf] cg's"ng, cGt/txut tyf l;dfkf/ ;dGjo 
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nufotsf sfo{qmdx?df hf]8 lbOPsf] 5 . lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fdf 
:yfgLo ;d'bfosf] ;xeflutf clej[l4 u/L lxpF lrt'jfsf] rf]/L 
lzsf/ lgoGq0f / cWoog cg';Gwfgdf ;xof]u ug{ lxpF lrt'jf  
;+/If0f ;ldlt tyf rf]/L lzsf/ lgoGq0f ;d"x?nfO{ kl/rfng 
ul/Psf] 5 . 

s] ljefusf] d"Nofª\sgdf Unf]an :gf] n]k8{ P08 Osf]l;:6d  
k|f]6]S;g k|f]u|fd -hLP;PnOkL_ sf] nIo cg'?k g]kfnn] ;'lglZrt 
u/]sf] # j6f lxpF lrt'jf e"–kl/lwx¿n] lxpF lrt'jfsf] jf;:yfg / 
cfxf/f ;'lglZrt / ;+/If0f ug{ Pj+ lxpF lrt'jfsf] ;+Vof j[l4 ug{ 
;3fPsf] eGg] nfU5 < xf] eg] s;/L <

g]kfnn] ljZjdf g} klxnf] k6s SnfOd]6 :df6{ k"jL{ lxdfnL  
e"–kl/lw ;+/If0f tyf Joj:yfkg of]hgf th{"df u/L sfof{Gjodf 
NofPsf] 5 . ;+/lIft If]qx?sf] xsdf ;+/lIft If]qx?sf] of]hgf 
tyf sfo{qmdx? cfGtl/sLs/0f u/L ;+/lIft If]q sfof{nox?sf] 
jflif{s sfo{qmd dfkm{t jGohGt'sf] cj}w rf]/L t:s/L tyf 
cGt/f{li6«o Jofkf/ lgoGq0f, cWoog cg';Gwfg tyf cg'udg, 
;d'bfodf cfwfl/t ;xeflutfd"ns ;+/If0f, Jofkf/, pBf]u tyf 
ef}lts k"jf{wf/sf] lgdf{0faf6 kg{;Sg] r'gf}ltx?sf] Go"gLs/0f, 
;|f]t kl/rfng, SnfOd]6 :df6{ Dofg]hd]G6 Knflgª, ;/f]sf/
jfnfx?sf] Ifdtf ljsf;, l;dfkf/ Joj:yfkg tyf sfg'g 
sfof{Gjog, ;+/If0f lzIff nufotsf /0fg}lts If]qx?nfO{ nlIft 
u/L sfo{qmdx? th{'df tyf sfof{Gjog ul/Psf 5g\ . 

g]kfnn] ;'lglZrt ul/;s]sf] tLgj6f e"–kl/lwx¿ cGtu{t 
s~rgh+3f ;+/If0f If]q, nfd6fË /fli6«o lgs'~h / z]–kmf]S;'08f] 
/fli6«o lgs'~hdf 8An'=8An'=Pkm g]kfnsf] cfly{s ;xof]udf 
lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fnfO{ nlIft u/L ljif]z sfo{qmd ;~rfng  
ul/Psf] 5 . To;}u/L /fli6«o k|s[lt ;+/If0f sf]ifåf/f Joj:yfkg  
ul/Psf uf}/Lz+s/ ;+/If0f If]q, cGgk"0f{ ;+/If0f If]q, dgf:n' ;+/If0f  
If]qdf lxpF lrt'jfsf] ;+/If0f, hgr]tgf clej[l4, ;/f]sf/jfnfx?sf] 
Ifdtf ljsf; tyf cWoog cg';Gwfg nufotsf sfo{qmd 
;~rfng ePsf 5g\ . jg tyf jftfj/0f dGqfno, /fli6«o lgs'~h 
tyf jGohGt' ;+/If0f ljefu, jg tyf e"–;+/If0f ljefu, k|b]z 
;/sf/, :yfgLo ;/sf/, ;+/If0f ;fem]bf/ ;+:yfx?, z}lIfs 
;+:yfx?, u}/ ;/sf/L ;+:yf, gful/s ;dfhaf6 klg k|of;x? 
ePsf 5g\ . plNnlvt sfo{qmdx¿sf dfWodaf6 lgZrog}  
lxpF lrt'jfsf] jf;:yfg, cfxf/f / ;+Vof j[l4df ;sf/fTds k|efj 
k/]sf] eGg] xfdLn] cg'dfg u/]sf 5f}+ . 

xfn ;~rfngdf /x]sf kz'wg aLdf sfo{qmdn] j:t'kfns 
s[ifsx¿nfO{ /fxt dfq pknAw u/fO/x]sf] cg'e"lt x'G5 lsgsL 
/fli6«o:t/sf] aLdf sfo{qmdn] lbg] h:tf] ztk|ltzt Ifltk"lt{ 
ljBdfg kz'wg aLdf sfo{qmdn] pknAw u/fpFb}g h;sf sf/0f 
kz'kfns s[ifsx? aLdfk|lt vf;} pT;flxt b]lvb}gg\ . o; 
cj:yfnfO{ s;/L ;'wf/ ug{ ;lsG5 <

lxpF lrt'jfsf] jf;:yfg /x]sf] s~rgh+3f ;+/If0f If]qdf ;g\ @)!) 
b]lv :yfgLo:t/df kz'wg aLdf sfo{qmd ;~rfngdf cfPsf]  
5 . /fli6«o lgs'~h tyf jGohGt' ;+/If0f ljefu / 8An'8An'Pkmsf] 
;fem]bf/Ldf ;~rflntdf s~rgh+3f ;+/If0f If]q cfof]hgfn]  
;+/If0f If]q Joj:yfkg ;ldlt cGtu{t /xg] u/L lxpF lrt'jf  
;+/If0f ;ldlt u7g u/L lxpF lrt'jf cIfo sf]ifsf] :yfkgf u¥of] . 
of] sf]ifaf6 k|fKt x'g] Aofhsf] /sdaf6 lxpF lrt'jfaf6 x'g] kz'wg 
Iflt jfkt lxpF lrt'jf ;ldltn] /fxt k|bfg ug]{ u/]sf] 5 . o:t} 
k|s[ltsf] sfo{qmd z]–kmf]S;'08f] /fli6«o lgs'~hdf ;d]t ;~rfng 
ul/Psf] 5 . s[lifsf] Joj;foLs/0fsf nflu hf]lvd Go"gLs/0f 

u/L s[ifsn] u/]sf] nufgL ;'/lIft ug{ @)^( ;fnb]lv kz'k+IfL 
tyf afnL aLdf sfo{qmd nfu' ePsf] 5 . 

g]kfn ;/sf/n] s[lif ljsf; dGqfno dfkm{t afnL tyf kz'wg 
aLdfsf] lk|ldoddf cg'bfg pknAw u/fpg] lgb]{lzsf sfof{Gjogdf 
NofPsf] 5 . o; Joj:yf cg';f/ afnL tyf kz'wg aLdf jfkt 
kz'kfnsn] aLdf sDkgLx?nfO{ ltg{'kg]{ lk|ldodsf] /sddf 
&%Ü cg'bfg kfpF5g\ . s[ifsx?df r]tgfsf] sdL tyf b'/b/fhdf 
ljlQo ;+:yfsf] cefjdf kz'k+IfL tyf afnL aLdf sfo{qmdnfO{ 
pRr lxdfnL tyf b'u{d If]qdf k|efjsf/L ?kdf sfof{Gjo ug{ 
;lsPsf] 5}g . t/ :yfgLo :t/df ;~rfng ePsf] kz'wg aLdf 
sfo{qmdn] kz'kfnsnfO{ :yfgLo :t/df ;xh / ;'ne ?kdf 
tTsfn Ifltk"lt{ k|fKt ug{ ;xh ePsf] 5 . 

s] ljefu;Fu lxpF lrt'jfdf cfwfl/t ko{6g ;]jfsf] ljsf; / 
lj:tf/sf] s'g} 7f]; of]hgf 5 jf o;n] To:tf] of]hgf cl3 a9fPsf] 
5 <  

ljefun] jGohGt'df cfwfl/t ko{6g If]qsf] ljsf;nfO{ pRr 
k|yfldstfdf /fv]sf] 5 . jGohGt'sf] cWoog cg';Gwfgdf 
;xof]u k'Ug] / ;+/lIft If]qsf] e|d0fdf cfpg] ko{6sx?sf]  
;]jfsf] nflu s~rgh+3f ;+/If0f If]qdf lxpF lrt'jf cg';Gwfg  
s]Gb| :yfkgf ul/Psf] 5 . pRr lxdfnL If]qdf /x]sf] ;u/dfyf, 
z]÷kmf]S;'08f], nfd6fË / s~rgh+3f ;+/If0f If]qdf ;"rgf s]Gb|x? 
:yfkgf ul/Psf] 5 . o;}u/L pRr lxdfnL If]qdf /x]sf ko{6sLo 
k}bndfu{x?sf] :t/f]Gglt tyf ;'wf/, gofF k}bn dfu{sf] ljsf;, 
pRr lxdfnL If]qdf ;fj{hlgs lghL ;fem]bf/Ldf ko{6gd}qL  
;+/rgfx?sf] lgdf{0fdf ljefun] cfjZos ;xhLs/0f u/]sf]  
5 . pRr lxdfnL If]qdf jGohGt'd}qL kof{ko{6gsf] ljsf;sf nflu 
/0fg}lts :yfgx? klxrfg u/L jGohGt' ko{6gd}qL ;+/rgfx? 
lgdf{0f, kx'Frsf] lj:tf/, :yfgLo ;d'bfosf] ;xeflutf / lghL 
If]qsf] ljsf; ;'lglZrt ug{, jGohGt' ko{6gd}qL :yfgx?sf] 
k|rf/ k|;f/ ug]{ lbzfdf sfo{qmdx? th{'df ug{ cfjZos  
b]lvG5 . 

g]kfn, e'6fg, lrg / ef/tn] lxpF lrt'jf hf]ufpg e"–kl/lw:t/df 
sfo{qmdx¿ ug{ s] s;/L xft]dfnf] ul//x]sf 5g\ <

sf]le8 !( / o;sf] k|efjsf sf/0f xfn e"–kl/lw:t/df ;/f]sf/
jfnfx¿aLr ;dGjo / ;+rf/sf pbfx/0fx¿ sd 5g\ . 

dfgj / jGohGt' aLrsf] åGå lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fsf] Pp6f hNbf]
aNbf] ;d:ofsf] ?kdf /x]sf] 5 . o;sf] sf/0f lxpF lrt'jfx¿ 
dfl/Psf 5g\ . cfufld lbgdf lxpF lrt'jfsf] lbuf] ;+/If0fsf] nflu 
g]kfn ;/sf/n] s:tf] /0fgLlt ckgfPsf] 5 <

o;sf nflu dfly pNn]v ul/P em}+ jf;:yfgsf] Joj:yfkg,  
rf]/Llzsf/ lgoGq0f, kz'wg aLdf, uf]7 ;'wf/, cWoog cg';Gwfg, 
k|rf/ k|;f/ / :yfgLo ;+3 ;+:yfx¿ / ;d'bfox¿nfO{ kl/rfng 
Pj+ logLx¿sf] ;+/If0fnfO{ k|efjsf/L agfpg] /0fgLlt lnOPsf] 5 . 

;+3Lo ;/sf/ cGtu{t jg tyf jftfj/0f dGqfnon] /fli6«o lxpF 
lrt'jf ;e]{If0f, lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0f sfo{ of]hgf, /fli6«o :t/Lo 
kz'wg aLdf of]hgf, kz' :jf:Yo;]jfnfO{ k|fb]zLs / ufpFkflnsf 
txdf ldnfP/ n}hfg s;/L ;+of]hg ul//x]sf] 5 < oL ;jfnx¿ 
lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fsf] nflu p7fpg' kg]{ dxTjk"0f{ ljifox¿ x'g\ . 

oL ljifox¿ xfn 5nkmnsf] qmddf /x]sf 5g . xfdL eljiodf 
cem k|efjsf/L ;dGjo, ;xof]u / kl/0ffddf cfwfl/t ;+oGq 
:yfkgf ug{ sfd ul//x]sf 5f}+ . 
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Meal of                                                                                                                                                                                                       Snow Leopard
All beings need plenty of food for survival and energy 
Diverse and balanced diet support life full of synergy 
Snow leopard feed on the wild animals in their very habitat
These are in the risk of extinction for poaching and other threat
Blue Sheep and Himalayan Tahr of high mountain are its main kill
But relish on the tiny tailless Pika if other big animals are nil
Musk Deer and Tibetan Ass also become its food
Live on Himalayan Marmot if it is deprived of something good
It also loves Argali and Common Goral
Wild Boar falls prey to its deadly attack
Shrewd Langur cannot save itself from Snow leopard
When found in habitat Himalayan Monal is also not spared 
Habit of eating the grass is still a big mystery
Trot to the water source when feeling thirsty  
Snow leopard prey on the Tibetan Wooly Hare to survive 
Conflict with the human when it attacks livestock's life

lxpF lrt'jfsf] cfxf/f
afFRg / pmhf{ k|flKtsf] nflu ;Dk"0f{ k|0ffnLnfO{ rflxG5 dgUo cfxf/ . 

ljljwtf ePsf] ;Gt'lnt cfxf/n] NofpF5 logsf] hLjgdf axf/ ..

cfˆg} jf;:yfgsf] sltko jGohGt' lxpF lrt'jfsf] cfxf/f /x]5g\ . 

rf]/L lzsf/sf] sf/0f oL sltko nf]k x'g] cj:yfsf] eP5g\ ..

gfp/ / emf/n d'Vo cfxf/ x''g\, oL a:5g\ pRr lxdfnL e]sdf . 

7"6] v/fof] ;d]t o;n] vfG5 7"nf hGt' gkfP ljs6 n]sdf .. 

s:t'/L d[u / lsofª  klg o;sf] ;do ;dodf aG5g\ cfxf/f . 

lxdfnL ofp d";f]af6 klg kfPsf] x'G5 o;n] cfˆgf] k|f0f wfGg] ;xf/f  ..

gfog / 3f]/n h:tf] jHohGt' klg cfxf/ s} nflu o;n] dfb{5 . 

cfxf/s} nflu o;n] a“b]nnnfO{ ;d]t cfˆgf] rqmJo"xdf kfb{5 ..

lxpF lrt'jfs} cfxf/f xf] af7f] n+u'/ hlts} ?v r9g] ePklg . 

8f“km]nfO{ ;d]t o;n] 5f]8\b}g cfˆgf] jf;:yfgdf hxfF kfP klg .. 

of] ;'Gbf crDd nfUnf ls lxpF lrt'jfn] slxn] sfxLF 3f“; ;d]t vfG5  . 

ltvf{ nfu]df kfgL lkpg ;do ;dodf of] kfgLsf] ;|f]tlt/ hfG5 . 

ltAatL v/fof]sf] df;'af6 klg lxpF lrt'jfn] cfˆgf] k]6 e/fpF5  . 

3/kfn'jf hGt' vfP/ o;n] dflg;;Fu 7"nf] åGå u/fpF5 .. 

Karan Bahadur Shah

poem
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Story of Snow Leopard
 
Elusively live in the rugged mountains slope 
Very few study and research to increase our hope
Depends on Blue Sheep and Himalayan Tahr to live
But prey on sheep, goat, horse and yak when in need
Belong to the family of carnivorous big cat
Ambush the livestock when they get close
Destroy much of the livestock every year
How we can keep the shepherds out of fear 
Criminal and illegal to trade trophy of snow leopards
Fifteen years of imprisonment whoever involves in the actions 
Nepal estimates three hundred one to four hundred in the number
But vulnerable for the retaliation killings and conflicts with  farmers  
Predator proof corral is the best remedy for the long-term conservation
Livestock insurance is the only solution for livelihood protection
Lets' not harm the snow leopards, the gift of nature, my friends
Lets' create awareness in society and school to make it a grand

lxpF lrt'jfsf] syf
pRr lxdfnL e]usf] cK7]/f eL/x?df n'sL a:g] o;sf] :jefj .

To;}n] t xf]nf o;sf] cWoog cg';Gwfgdf eO/x]sf] 5 cefj ..

k|fs[lts ?kdf afFRgnfO{ gfp/  / emf/n o;sf] ;fxf/f . 

df}sf kfP e]8f, afv|f, 3f]8f / rf}/LnfO{ agfpF5 cfˆgf] cfxf/f ..

7"nf] la/fnf] k|hfltsf] of] df+;fxf/L hLj .

kfP hfOnfU5 cj;/jfbL :jefj o;sf] ufOj:t' uP glhs ..

x/]s aif{ u5{ o;n] w]/} kz'wgsf] gf; .

o:t} xf] eg] s;/L x'G5 uf]7fnfx¿sf] hLljsf]kfh{gsf] ljsf; .

o;sf] cfv]6f]]kxf/sf] rf]/L l;sf/ u/] b08gLo ck/fw 7x5{ .

o:tf 36gfx? s;}n] u/] u/fP h]ndf x'G5 af; !% jif{ ..

cg'dflgt ;+Vof g]kfndf o;sf] tLg;oPs b]vL rf/;o elgG5 .

k|ltsf/fTds xTof / dfgj;Fusf] åGån] of] ljn'Ktx'g] eo 5 ..

lb3{sflng ;+/If0fsf nflu lzsf/L jGoh'Gt' k|lt/f]wsvf]/ g} xf] pkfo .  

uf]7fnfx¿sf] hLljsf]kfh{g hf]ufpg] kz'wg aLdf g} xf] Psdfq pkfo ..

lxpF lrt'jf k|s[ltsf] b]g xf] ;fyL, o;nfO{ slxNo} xfgL gk'¥ofpFm .

o;nfO{ eJo jgfpg ;dfh / ljBfnodf r]tgf hufcf}+ . 

Aarati Khatri
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This story portrays an unforgettable incident on how 
field biologist Kamal Thapa and his colleague Lalu 
Gurung rescued and rehabilitated a snow leopard at 
Manang’s rural Phu village.

On April 12, 2021, I along with my friend Lalu Gurung, 
a native of Tanahun, headed off to Nar-phu, the rural 
village in Manang. Nar-phu, which lies in the Narpabhumi 
Rural Municipality, is the habitat of snow leopard and its 
main prey species the blue sheep. The objective of our 
trip was to study the blue sheep.

It had been four years since Lalu  and I were 
frequenting Phu village after leaving work at Annapurna 
Conservation Area Project (ACAP). On that trip we 
were treated with the rare view of the snow leopard 
just in the second day of the arrival  at the village—
either because Phu had a dense population of the snow 
leopard or because we had an experience of over two 
decades. We were very hopeful this time around too. 
We didn’t get to see the snow leopard on the first day.

At dinner time, Tasi Khanto Lama, the landlady of the 
hotel we were staying at, informed us that a snow 
leopard had killed a blue sheep near the Phu gate. I 
have known her for over 20 years. But we couldn’t get 
to experience that incident on the way. “People might 
have already taken the meat left behind by the snow 
leopard; what would you see?” Tasi said, curtly. It was 
already late into the night, so we planned to go visit the 
incident site tomorrow and hit the bed.

The next day around four pm, we headed off to the 
incident site. As we approached it, Lalu signaled that 
I had my camera ready. I clicked three shots quickly. I 

felt grateful to the snow leopard for gracing us with 
its presence. Even though the picture was hazy, it was 
enough to recognize the animal.

We were sure that the Snow leopard would come back  
to find its hard-earned kill. It’s not so easy for the Snow 
leopard to hunt the blue sheep. I remember what snow 
leopard expert Dr. Som Ale once had said, “Blue sheep 
takes great risks to save its life. A small mistake can be 
a cause for its death. But the snow leopard doesn’t take 
as much risk.”

A few days later, a snow leopard that was calling  
incessantly at a grassland above Phu village, scared us. 
We were surprised, hearing an out-of-season call. Later, 
when we went investigating, we found it had killed a yak 
of three or four years. Perhaps it was a warning call to 
us to stay away from the place.

On April 21, we planned to visit Nar early in the 
morning. We requested the landlady to prepare a heavy 
breakfast and pack the lunch. Just as we were sipping 
tea, a rumour began to spread that a snow leopard had 
killed goats. I peeked outside from the hotel kitchen 
and observed  the scene. People were roaming around, 
making noise.

At the same time, upon seeing a middle-aged woman 
heading off to Okhal corral  sobbing, Lalu and I glanced 
at each other. There were other people running behind 
her too. Okhal is about some 15 minutes’ walk away 
from where we were staying. On the night of April 
20, news spread out  that a snow leopard had caused 
havoc in the corral  of local person Tenjing Karsang 
Lama, preying on the goats. We headed off to Okhal 

How we managed to rescue
a snow leopard 

in 35 hours !

Kamal Thapa

Report
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with our camera. But near Okhal’s shed, a middle-aged 
man scoffed at us, “Hey sir, why are you here? Please 
return right away.” We did as tell quietly. As strangers, 
we had no other option.

I heard a whistle blowing before reaching the village. 
Tenjing Karsang had gestured us to stop by. We stopped. 
“Sirs, please stay in the village. In the afternoon, I will 
provide you with pictures of dead goats. And please 
hand them over to ACAP. That way, it would be easier 
for me to get compensation,” Karsang said. But he 
looked heartbroken. His body language and look in the 
eye told as much. For me, it had been over 20 years 
since I knew Karsang brother. Back then he was a 
cheerful young man of 45. Only two days ago, I had a 
video interview with him about the foxlight.

A Fox light is an instrument which gets charged on 
sunlight and radiates light of different colours in the 
night. It is used to keep predators such as snow leopards 
away from attacking livestock. In Phu village, fox light 
was distributed to livestock farmers. Tenjing was also 
using the instrument. In the interview, he had thanked 
me as the light was working. But the subsequent 
incident posed a question on the instrument’s efficacy.

Lalu and I were getting ready for dinner when a group 
of youths and school teachers requested me, in a 
hurried tone, to go to Okhal. I wondered why they had 
asked me to go after stopping me earlier. Only then did 
I know that a snow leopard had been trapped in the 
corral. They expected that I would take photos of goats 
and submit it to the government, but I had not imagined 
that a snow leopard would be at the corral till that late. 
Lalu and I immediately hurried off to Okhal just leaving 
the food we were about to take. The incident scene 
was not how I had imagined. Even for a small village, a 
crowd had already gathered at the scene. 

Some villagers were arguing that the snow leopard 
should be rescued and taken to Central Zoo in 
Kathmandu. And if that is not possible, then monetary 
provision should be made for immediate relief. Because 
I had been visiting the village for years and was working 
on snow leopard and blue sheep, it was natural that 
they were expressing their grievances to me.

But I informed them that I was not an authorised 
person. Instead relayed the situation to ACAP Chief, 
Raj Kumar Gurung, and deputy chief of Narpabhumi 
Rural Municipality. In the wild, it takes a lot of time 
and resources to trap a snow leopard. But there, the 
predator was right in front of us. “It would be good if 
we could place a transmitter in its neck,” I told Lalu. It 
was the right time for research. I requested the ACAP 
administration to consult with the stakeholders to 
make available a satellite GPS collar.

After a day of chaos and debate, it was already 4 pm.  
The weather was getting adverse, thanks to snowfall. 
Three Nepal Police personnel were already at the 
incident site. I felt some sense of relief thinking that 
now the snow leopard would survive. I felt safe too. 
But despite the presence of the police, the problem 
remained intact because the ACAP headquarters was 
not addressing my and the villagers’ demands. The 
authorities were saying the snow leopard should be left 
in its natural habitat. But in front of a crowd of people, 
it was not possible.

That chaotic moment was not over. It was already 10 
in the evening. After that, we all left to have dinner. A 
discussion ensued while we had our dinner. Only then 
did the villagers agree to let the snow leopard escape.

At 11 pm, we again headed off to the incident site. But 
within an hour, the snow leopard had already escaped. 
Villagers pointed to a hole from where the cat had 
escaped. Around the corral, there were footprints. It 
was easy to identify the footprints as the floor was 
covered with snow. Now it was clear that the snow 
leopard had escaped in our absence.

But even then, I felt doubtful. If anything, untoward 
happened in our absence. While I was wondering, 
suddenly from another corral came a sharp sound of 
‘penyee’, made by a goat. That corral  was about 20 
meters away from the one where the snow leopard 
had escaped earlier. We suspected whether the snow 
leopard entered that corral. The sound of the goat was 
a little peculiar, like it was attacked.

We inspected the corral  through a peephole of its door. 
There indeed was a snow leopard lurking. It felt like a 
dream. Does anything like this ever happen? The snow 
leopard that had killed 44 out of 45 goats had entered 
another corral  at midnight and was killing some more. 
The villagers got more enraged. It was natural for them 
to get angry; they had grown calm earlier after agreeing 
to let the leopard go after a daylong discussion.

They were saying in a monotone that the snow leopard 
had grown accustomed to prey on the livestock. Now 
it would also enter our homes and attack people. They 
told a story of how a snow leopard attacked a shepherd 
called Hipop from the Phu village just three days ago.

Phurba Tsering said that a snow leopard had killed 
two goats on the grassland right in front of him just 
yesterday. They said that one snow leopard had also 
tried to attack Tenjing Karsang’s goats yesterday. 
Listening to all this, it was certain that the whole area 
was traumatized by the snow leopard.

At that time, our first work was to rescue goats and 
the snow leopard safely. Therefore, the locals began 
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to drag the surviving goats outside. They had gotten 
accustomed to it. The snow leopard had already 
managed to kill eight goats. Ten more goats were 
injured. All the surviving goats were rescued but the 
snow leopard was still in the corral. It had to be rescued 
too. But the rage of the villagers told otherwise. We 
requested them to calm down. They were even more 
enraged after the second incident and were yelling 
curse words. The debate continued, and it was 3 am in 
the morning.

The villagers then came up with a trick: to trap the 
snow leopard in a 200-liter drum and ferry it to 
Chame, Manang District’s headquarters. I opposed that 
idea, and a situation of scuffle arose. At around 4 am, 
the villagers got enraged, said, “it is your asset, do what 
you like to”, and left for the village. Now the onus to 
wait on the snow leopard was upon five of us, Lalu, me 
and the three police personnel. The dawn broke soon. 
The snowfall got more intense. We could rescue the 
snow leopard in absence of the villagers. But it was 
not appropriate to do so, because the responsibility to 
protect the animal was on the locals and they had been 
doing so for years.

A discussion took place throughout the day on April 
22. No conclusion had been met until it was 4 pm. No 
order came from the authorities, neither was there 
any direction to provide the satellite GPS collar. In the 
end, I told the villagers, in a threat-mixed voice, “We 
are heading home leaving the snow leopard with you. 
If anything, bad happens to the snow leopard it is you 
who would face the repercussions.”

The idea worked. The villagers agreed to let the snow 
leopard escape but only on the condition that they 
get proper relief in terms of money. Officials from the 
ACAP-Chame had already left for the village to manage 
the relief process. After I promised the villagers that the 
ACAP would provide compensation after investigation, 
they grew quiet. At about five pm, we started the 
process to rescue the snow leopard. By traditional 
method, we first opened the door and made loud 
noises through the hole of the roof . The snow leopard 
didn’t move for half an hour. It appeared reluctant to 
leave its kill. But after further noise, it slinked out of the 
door and sprinted toward the grassland. People took 
photos of it from about 10 to 30 metres of range with 
their cellphones.

A chaotic situation that lasted for 35 hours had ended. 
I glanced at Lalu; he looked tired but happy. I felt a rush 
of energy coursing inside me—with a sense of success 
that I managed to rescue at least one snow leopard 
in my life. The villagers were taking photos and videos 
with their cellphones. I don’t know how happy they 
were.

But I do know that Tenjing Karsang and the owner of 
another corral , Phurba Tseing Lama, were sad. They 
are helpless too. They do not have any property except 
for goats and everything they had was taken away 
by the snow leopard. The image of their hapless face 
and their desperate appeal is still fresh in my mind. I 
hope that they’d get proper, timely monetary relief and 
out of which, they’d grow a positive feeling for snow 
leopard, which would help in the drive to conserve 
snow leopard. But it is clear that the villagers are not 
happy with whatever relief they’ve received so far.

Would the snow leopard survive if we were not there? 
It is a question I often mull about. Despite years of work, 
there are still a lot of challenges in the conservation of 
snow leopard. The incidents I witnessed tell us as much. 
If we are really to conserve snow leopard we need to 
grapple with a lot of questions, and they need to be 
properly addressed.

According to latest research, the Phu valley in Manang 
houses six snow leopards in every 100 sq km. Their 
main prey species, Blue sheep, also has a dense 
population—8.4 Blue sheep per sq km—the densest in 
Nepal. But the loss of livestock is also on the rise. This 
indicates the rise of snow leopard in the region.

According to research conducted in India lately, if the 
number of snow leopard’s main preys, like blue sheep  
and Himalayan tahr, increases, so does the population 
of the predator. The rise in the number also gives rise 
to loss of livestock, as the aforementioned incidents 
clarify. Because of a competition between the snow 
leopards, those individuals that are physically weak, 
aged, disabled, sick or young get attracted to preying 
on livestock more.

My experience tells me that since people collect 
meat of the  snow leopards kill, the predators attack 
the livestock more. The conditions of the corrals are 
poor too: there are large pores on the roofs and the 
stone walls are weak, something that allows snow 
leopard to enter the corrals easily. Even though both 
the corrals have fox lights installed, there was no 
presence of people or dogs around and no burning fire 
on the corrals, which further incites the snow leopard 
to attack the livestock. So, to prevent predators like 
snow leopard from entering the sheds, the sheds 
should be constructed well, people should inspect 
them frequently, let the dogs roam around and light 
fires at night. These incidents have taught that fox lights 
only are not reliable because all the corrals had fox 
lights installed in them. Effective programmes such 
as community-based insurance for the livestock that 
benefits the locals should be implemented. Not just the 
programmes that seek to protect the snow leopard, its 
foods and habitat.
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#% 3G6fdf aNn  
p2f/ ef]  

lxpF lrt'jf Û

@)&& r}t #) ut]sf lbg tgx'F lgjf;L d]/f ldq nfn' u'?ª / d 
dgfªsf] ljs6 ufpF gf/–km" lt/ nfUof}+ . gfkf{e"ld ufpFkflnsfdf 
kg]{ gf/–k"m lxpF lrt'jf / p;sf] d'Vo cfxf/f k|hflt gfp/sf] 
jf;:yfg If]q klg xf] . xfd|f] ofqfsf] p2]Zo gfp/sf] cWoog ug'{ 
lyof] . 

cGgk"0f{ ;+/If0f If]q cfof]hgf -PSofk_ df sfd ug{ 5f8]kl5 
nfn' efO / d km" ufpF hfg nfu]sf] klg lg/Gt/ $ jif{ eO;s]sf]  
lyof] . km" ufpFdf lxpF lrt'jfsf] pkl:ylt 3gf eP/ xf] jf xfd|f]  
@ bzs eGbf a9L cg'ejsf sf/0fn] xf] k|foM km" ufpFdf uPsf] 
bf];|f] lbg d} lxpF lrt'jfsf] b'ne{ bz{g x'g] uYof]{ . o; k6s klg 
xfdL lgs} cfzfjfbL lyof}+ . klxnf] lbg lxpF lrt'jfsf] bz{g kfOPg . 

vfgf vfg] a]nfdf xf]6nsL ;fx'gL 6;L vG6f] nfdfn] k"m u]6 
glhs} uP /flt lxpF lrt'jfn] gfp/ df/]sf] ;'gfOg\ . pgL;Fu d]/f]  
@) jif{ cufl8b]lvsf] lrghfg 5 . t/ xfdLn] t af6f]df cfpFbf Tof] 
36gfnfO{ cg'ej ug{ kfPgf}+ . …lxpF lrt'jfn] vfP/ afFls /x]sf]  
gfp/sf] df;' dfG5]n] nlu;Sof] xf]nf, s] b]VYof] tÚ, 6;Ln] cf]+7] 
hjfkm lbOg\ . /ft 3ls{;s]sf]n] xfdLn] ef]ln x]g{ hfg] of]hgf 
agfof}+ / cf]5\ofg ttfpg yfNof}+ . 

ef]lnkN6 ;fFem $ ah]lt/ xfdL lxpF lrt'jfn] gfp/ df/]sf] elgPsf] 
7fpFlt/ nfUof} . glhs} k'Ug' dfq s] lyof] nfn' efOn] Sofd/f  
kmf]s; ug{ ;+s]t lbP .  d}n] e6fe6 # lSns xfg]+ . dgdg} lxpF 
lrt'jfk|lt cfef/ k|s6 u/]+ xfdLnfO{ bz{g lbPsf]df . tl:a/ k|i6 
geP klg lrGgsf] nflu eg] Tof] sfkmL lyof] . 

xfdL 9'Ss lyof}+ ls b'Mv u/]/ df/]sf] cfxf/ vf]Hg lxpF lrt'jf 
kSsf klg cfpF5 eg]/ . jf:tjdf gfp/ dfg{ Tolt ;lhnf] 5}g 

lxpF lrt'jfnfO{ . lxpF lrt'jf lj1 8f= ;f]d cfn]n] eg]sf] ;lDemG5',  
…gfp/ afFRgsf] nflu Hofgsf] afhL nufpFb5 lsgsL gfp/sf] 
;fgf] uNtL jf sdhf]/L p;sf] d[To'sf] sf/0f aG5 . t/ lxpF 
lrt'jfn] gfp/n] h:tf] Hofgsf] afhL nufpFb}g .’ 

s]xL lbgkl5 km" ufpFeGbf dflysf] vs{df lxpF lrt'jfn] Psxf]/f]  
s/fP/ xfdLnfO{ t;f{of] . tfHh'a nfUof], a]df};ddf Dofp Dofp 
u/]kl5 . kl5 vf]Hb} hfFbf kQf nufof}+ ls, glhs} t # b]lv $ jif{sf] 
ofs df/]sf] /x]5 . ;f] :yfgaf6 x6\g ;fob xfdLnfO{ r]tfjgL 
lbgsf] nflu kf] xf]nfls a]df};dsf] afhf ahfPsf] . 

j}zfv * ut] laxfg} p7]/ gf/ hfg] of]hgf agfof}+ . ;fx'gLnfO{  
x]le a|]skmf:6 / Kofs nGr agfpg cg'/f]w u¥of}+ . lrof  
lkO/xFbf …lxpF lrt'jfn] afv|fuf]7df k;]/ afv|f ;f]Q/ kf/]sf]Ú xNnf  
;'lgg yfNof] . xf]6]nsf] efG;faf6 aflx/ lgofn]/ x]/]+ / ;'g]+ . 
dflg;x¿ otfplt ul//x]sf, xNnf–vNnf ul//x]sf b]lvP . 

TolQs}df Pshgf 8f]sf] af]s]sf] cwa};] dlxnf ?Fb} km" ufpFaf6 
cf]vfn uf]7lt/ uPsf] b]v]/ nfn' / d}n] d'vfd'v u¥of}+ . cGo 
dflg;x? klg pg}sf] kl5 bf}8\b} u/]sf] b]lvof] . cf]vfn eGg] 7fpF 
xfdL a;]sf] 7fpFaf6 sl/a !% ldg]6df k'luG5 . j}zfv & ut] /flt 
:yfgLo t]lGhª\ s/;fª nfdfsf] uf]7df lxpF lrt'jf k;]/ afv|f / 
Rof+u|fx¿ ;f]Q/ kf/]sf] eGg] va/ cfOk'Uof] . xfdL Sofd/f af]s]/ 
cf]vfnlt/ lxF8\of}+ . t/ cf]vfn uf]7 glhs} Pshgf :yfgLo cwa};] 
k'?ifn] …cf] ;/, oxfF lsg cfPsf] xf] < t'?Gt kmls{xfNg'xf];\Ú eg]/ 
xsf/] . xfdL r'krfk ufpFlt/ kmSof}+{ . ckl/lrt ofqL ePsfn] Tof] 
b]lv csf]{ ljsNk lg lyPg .

ufpF gk'Ub} l;7L ah]sf] cfjfh ;'g]+ . t]lGhª\ s/;fªn] xfdLnfO{ 
ToxL+  /f]lsg Ozf/f u/]sf /x]5g\ . xfdL /f]lsof}+ . …;/x¿ ufpFd} 
a;L /fVg';\, d lbpF;f] d/]sf ;a} Rof+u|fx?sf] tl:a/ lvr]/ 
tkfO{+nfO{ lbG5' .  clg tkfO{+n] g} PSofkdf a'emfOlbg'xf]nf . To;f] 

dgfªsf] b'u{d k"m ufpFdf lkmN8 hLjzf:qL sdn 
yfkfn] cfˆgf ;xsdL{ nfn' u'?ª;Fu lxpF lrt'jfsf] 
p2f/ / k'gM:yfkgf u/]sf] clj:d/0fLo cg'ej oxfF 
k|:t't ul/Psf] 5 .

l/kf]6{

– sdn yfkf
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eof] eg] dnfO{ /fxt kfpg ;lhnf] x'GYof]Ú, s/;fªn] eg] .  t/ 
pgL lal5Kt b]lvGy] . pgsf] z/L/sf] xfp efp / cfFvfn] klg 
pgsf] cj:yf atfO/x]sf] lyof] . t]lGhª s;f{ª bfO;Fu lrgfhfg 
ePsf] @) jif{ gfl3;s]5 . h'ga]nf pgL $% jif]{ xFl;nf hjfg  
lyP . b'O{ lbg cfufl8 dfq} d}n] pgL;Fu lel8of] cGtjf{tf{ u/]sf] lyP 
kmS;nfO6sf] af/]df . 

kmS;nfO6 o:tf] pks/0f xf] h'g lbpF;f] 3fddf rfh{ x'G5 /  
/flt ljleGg /ªx?sf] k|sfz 5b{5 . lxpF lrt'jfh:tf lzsf/L 
jGohGt'af6 ufOj:t' gf]S;fg gxf]; eGg] p2]Zon] kmS;nfO6sf] 
k|of]u ul/G5 . km" ufpFdf j:t'kfns s[ifsx?nfO{ kmS;nfO6x? 
ljt/0f ul/Psf] /x]5 . t]lGhªn] klg kmS;nfO6 pkof]u  
ul//xg'ePsf]  lyof] . cGtjf{tf{df jxfFn] kmS;nfO6n] kmfObf 
eO/x]sf] eg]/ dnfO{ wGojfb lbFb} x'g'x'GYof] . t/ pQm 36gfn] 
kmS;nfO6sf] ljZj;gLotfdfly g} z+sf pTkGg u/fOlbof] .

nfn' efO{ / d vfgf vfg] tof/Ldf lyof}+ . x:ofªkm:ofª  
ub}{ :yfgLo ljBfnosf lzIfsx? / s]xL o'jfx? dnfO{ cf]vfn 
uf]7df hfgsf nflu cg'/f]w ug{ nfu] . klxnf hfg x'Gg eg] 
clxn] km]l/ lsg af]nfpFb}5g\ h:tf] nfUof] . aNn kf] dnfO{ yfxf 
eof] pQm uf]7df lxpF lrt'jf y'lgPsf] /x]5 . pgLx¿sf] ck]Iff d}n]  
d/]sf Rof+u|fx?sf] tl:a/ lnP/ k|df0f;lxt ;/sf/nfO{ 
a'emfOlbGy]+ ls eGg] /x]5 Tolt ca]/;Dd lxpF lrt'jf uf]7leq}  
xf]nf eg]/ d}n] sNkgf;Dd u/]sf] lyOg . vfFb} u/]sf] ufF; 5f]8]/ 
t'?Gt nfn' / d km]l/ cf]vfn uf]7tkm{ nfUof}+ . sNkgf u/]h:tf] 
lyPg 36gf:yndf . ;fgf] ufpF eP klg dflg;x¿sf] le+8 hDdf 
eO;s]sf] lyof] . 

s]xL ufpFn]x¿ lxpF lrt'jfnfO{ p2f/ u/]/ sf7df8f}+sf] ;b/ 
lrl8ofvfgf n}hfg'kg]{ atfO/x]sf lyP . Tof] ;Dej geP t'?Gt  
/fxtsf] Joj:yf ug{'kg]{ dfu p7fO/x]sf  lyP . jiff}{+b]lv Tof] 
ufpFdf uO/fVg] / lxpF lrt'jf÷gfp/df sfd ug]{ ePsf]n] d;Fu 
pgLx¿n] u'gf;f] /fVg'  :jfefljs g} lyof] . 

t/ d cflwsfl/s JolQm gePsf] d}n] hfgsf/L u/fPF . 
a? PSofksf] sfof{no k|d'v /fhs'df/ u'?ª / gfkf{e"ld 
ufpFkflnsfsf] pkfWoIfnfO{ pQm cj:yfsf af/]df hfgsf/L  
u/fPF . jgdf lxpF lrt'jf ;dfpg w]/} ;|f]t / ;do vlr{g' kg]{  
x'G5 . t/ ToxfF t pQm k/eIfL xfd}|  cufl8 lyof] . …3fF6Ldf 6«fG;ld6/ 
/fVg kfP slt /fd|f] x'GYof]Ú, d}n] nfn';Fu eg]+ . cg';Gwfgsf] 
nflu Tof] pko'Qm a]nf lyof] . ;]6]nfO6 lhlkP; sn/sf] nflu 
d}n] oyf;So ;/f]sf/jfnf lgsfodf s'/f p7fOlbg PSofk 
k|zf;gnfO{ cg'/f]w u/]+ . 

lbgel/sf] xf]xNnf / ljjfbn] a]n'sLsf] $ alh;s]sf] lyof] . ;f]xL 
lbg lxpF k/]/ df};d klg cToGt k|lts"n eO/x]sf] lyof] . PSofk 
dgfªsf] ;xsfo{df g]kfn k|x/Lsf # hjfgx? 36gf:yndf 
cfOk'lu;s]sf lyP . s]xL /fxt dx';'; u/]+ ca ;fob lxpF lrt'jf 
afFR5 ls eg]/ . d cfkm}+n] klg ;'/lIft dx;'; u/]+ . t/ k|x/L 
cfP klg ;d:of Ho"F sf To" /Xof] lsgeg] PSofk x]8Sjf6{/af6  

ufpFn]sf] dfu / d]/f] cg'/f]w ;Daf]wg eO/x]sf] lyPg . dflyaf6 
lxpF lrt'jfnfO{ k|fs[lts jf;:yfgdf ;s'zn 5f]8\g] dfq elgPsf] 
lyof] . t/ dflg;x¿sf] eL+8sf] cl3lNt/ Tof] ;Dej eO/x]sf] 
lyPg . 

Tof] tgfjk"0f{ ;do ;lsPsf] lyPg .  /fltsf] !) alh;s]sf]  
lyof] . To; kl5 ufpFn];lxt xfdL ;a} vfgf vfg ufpF uof}+ . vfgf 
vfg] a]nfdf klg 5nkmn rNof] . ufpFn]x? aNn lxpF lrt'jfnfO{ 
5f8\g /fhL eP . 

/fltsf] !! ah] xfdL 36gf:ynlt/ nfUof}+ . t/ Ps 3G6fsf]  
cGt/fndf pQm lxpF lrt'jf uf]7 leqaf6 pDs]/  
eflu;s]5 . ufpFn]n] dnfO{ lxpF lrt'jf pDs]sf] Kjfn b]vfP h'g 
Kjfnaf6 lxpF lrt'jf ;xh} lg:sg ;SYof] . uf]7 jl/kl/ lxpF 
lrt'jfsf] k}tfnfsf lrGxx? lyof] . lsgls lbgel/ k/]sf] lxpFsf] 
sf/0f kbrfk lrGgsf nflu ;xh ePsf] lyof] . ca rfxLF osLg 
eof] lxpF lrt'jfn] s'n]nfd 7f]s]5 xfd|f] cg'kl:yltdf . 

t}klg dgdf z+sf knfof] . st} xfd|f] cg'kl:yltdf s]xL g/fd|f] t 
ePg . o:t} dgdf s'/f v]ln/x]sf] lyof], PSsfl; csf]{ uf]7af6 
Rof+u|f …k]PFÚ u/]/ s/fPsf] cfjfh cfof] . lxpF lrt'jf efu]sf] uf]7af6 
@) ld6/sf] b'l/df cjl:yt csf]{ uf]7af6 pQm cfjfh cfO/x]sf] 
lyof] . xfdLnfO{ z+sf nfUof] st} lxpF lrt'jf pQm uf]7df t l5/]g 
eg]/ . lsgls pQm Rof+u|fsf] cfjfh cln cgf}7f] vfnsf] lyof], 
nueu s;}n] cfqmd0f u/]h:tf] . 

pQm uf]7sf] 9f]sfsf] Kjfnaf6 lg/LIf0f u/]/ x]¥of} . geGb} uf]7leq 
lxpF lrt'jf kf] /x]5 . ;kgfh:tf] nfUof] . o:tf] klg x'G5 / < 
ev{/} $% j6f Rof+u|fdWo] $$ j6f Rof+u|fsf] l;g' 5f8]/ efUg] lxpF 
lrt'jf csf]{ uf]7df l5/]/ dWo/flt !@ ah] Rof+u|fx? dfb}{{ lyof] . 
ufpn]x? yk cfqmf]lzt ag] . lbgel/sf] 5nkmnn] zfGt eP/ 
lxpF lrt'jfnfO{ uf]7af6 hfglbg /fhL ePsf ufpFn]x? l/;fpg' 
:jfefljs g} lyof] . 

pgLx¿ Ps:j/df elg/x]sf lyP ls ufOj:t' vfg] afgL kl/;Sof] 
of] lxpF lrt'jfnfO{ . ca of] xfd|f] 3/df klg k:5 / dflg;nfO{ 
klg cfqmd0f u5{ . tLg lbg cufl8 dfq} km" ufpFs} lxkf]k eGg] 
Rof+u|f uf]7fnf]nfO{ lxpF lrt'jfn] cfqmd0f u/]sf] 36gf pgLx¿  
;'gfO/x]sf lyP . 

km'af{ l5l/ª\ bfOn] lxhf]dfq lxpF lrt'jfn] pgs} cufl8 vs{df  
r/fO/x]sf] @ j6f Rof+u|f df/]sf] atfP . lxh} lbpF;f] t]lGhª s/;fª 
bfOsf] Rof+u|f{nfO{ klg cfqmd0f ug{ vf]h]sf] s'/fx? pgLx¿n] 
atfP . Tof] ;'Gbf lxpF lrt'jfsf] sf/0f ;f] If]q tgfju|:t ePsf] 
efg x'GYof] . 

Tof] a]nf xfd|f] klxnf] sfd lyof] Rof+u|f{ / lxpF lrt'jfnfO{ ;s';n 
p2f/ ug{' . ;f]xL cg'?k :yfgLox?n] sf]ª];f]n] tfGb} afFr]sf 
Rof+u|fx?nfO{ la:tf/} aflx/ lgsfn] . o;df pgLx? kf/+ut ePsf] 
k'li6 x'GYof] . t}klg pQm lxpF lrt'jfn] * j6f Rof+u|fx¿ eg] dfg{ 
EofO;s]sf] /x]5 . !) j6f Rof+u|fx? klg 3fOt] agfO;s]sf] 
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lyof] . d/]sfb]lv afx]s ;a} Rof+u|fx? p2f/ eof] t/ lxpF lrt'jf 
leq} lyof] h;sf] ;s'zn p2f/ ug{'kg]{ lyof] . t/ ufpFn]x¿sf] 
cfqmf]; tL ;asf] nflu afwf alg/x]sf] lyof] . xfd|f] cg'go ljgo 
hf/L lyof] . bf];|f] 36gfsf] sf/0fn] ubf{ ufpFn]x? emg} pQ]lht 
x'gk'u] / h] dg nfUof] ToxL af]ln/x]sf lyP . jfbljjfb rln/Xof] 
/ laxfgsf] ;f9] # alh;s]sf] lyof] . 

To;} qmddf ufpFn]n] h'lQm lgsfn], lxpF lrt'jfnfO{ @ ;o ln6/sf] 
8«dleq xfNg] / dgfª lhNnfsf] ;b/d'sfd rfd] k'¥ofpg] . d}n] 
To;sf] 7f8} k|ltsf/ u/]+ h;sf sf/0f s]xLa]/ em8ksf] l:ylt klg 
cfof] . sl/a laxfgsf] $ ah] ufpFn]x? xfdL;Fu l/;fP/ ltldx?sf] 
;Dklt xf] h] u5f}{ u/ egL ems{+b} ufpFlt/ uP . ca eg] lxpF lrt'jf 
s'g]{ lhDd]jf/L xfdL % hgf -nfn', d / # k|x/L hjfgx?_ df cfPsf] 
lyof] . s'bf{ s'b}{ pHofnf] eof], lxpF cem aflSnb} lyof] . xfdLn] 
lxpF lrt'jf ufpFn]sf] cg'kl:yltdf ;s'zn p2f/ ug{ ;SYof}+ . 
t/ To;f] ug{' pko'Qm lyPg, lsgeg] cflv/df lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0f  
ug]{ k|yd bfloTj t :yfgLo s} xf] / pgLx¿n] g} ub}{ cfO/x]sf 
5g\ . 

j}zfv ( ut] lbge/ 5nkmn rNof] . /:;fs:;L ub}{ lbgsf] 
$ alh;s]sf] lyof] . s'g} lgrf]8 lgl:s/x]sf] lyPg . dflyaf6 
s'g} cfb]z cfPg, g t ;]6]nfO6 lhlkP; sn/sf] s'g} lgb]{zg g} 
cfof] . cGttM d}n] klg wDsLk"0f{ efiffdf ufpFn]x¿nfO{ eg]+, …ca 
tkfO{x?sf] lhDdfdf lxpF lrt'jfnfO{ 5f8]/ xfdL 3/lt/ nfU5f}+ . lxpF 
lrt'jfnfO{ s]xL eof] eg] tkfO{+x?nfO{ ufx|f] x'g] t xf] lg .Ú 

To; h'lQmn] eg] sfd u¥of] . ufpFn]x? lxpF lrt'jfnfO{ 5f]8\g  
/fhL eP, t/ plrt /fxt kfpg] zt{df dfq . /fxt Joj:yfkgsf] 
k|lqmofsf nflu PSofk rfd]af6 sd{rf/L cl3Nnf] lbg va/ kfpg] 
lalQs} lxFl8;s]sf lyP . hfra'emsf] cfwf/df PSofkn] /fxt 
lbg]5 egL d}n] afrf u/] kZrft\ pgLx? zfGt ag] . lbgsf] sl/a  
% ah] xfdLn] lxpF lrt'jfnfO{ vf]/af6 aflx/ lgsfNg] k|of; yfNof}+ .  
k/Dk/fut pkfo ckgfP/ ;j{k|yd vf]/sf] 9f]sf vf]Nof}+ /  
vf]/sf] 5fgfdflysf] Knfjaf6 xf]xNnf ug{ yfNof}+ . cfwf 306f;Dd 
lxpF lrt'jf vf]/d} al;/Xof] . vf;df cfk"mn] df/]sf] lzsf/ 5f8]/ 
aflx/ lg:sg lxpF lrt'jfn] dg u/]g . t/ ;a}n] 5fgf]af6 hf]8n] 
s/fPsf] ;'g]/ lxpF lrt'jf k'mQ aflx/ lg:Sof] / a]tf]8n] vs{lt/  
bf}8\of] . dflg;x¿n] !) b]lv #) ld6/sf] km/sdf cfˆgf]  
df]afOnaf6 t:jL/x? lvr] . 

#% 3G6f ;Ddsf] Tof] tgfjk"0f{ cj:yfsf] cGTo ePsf] lyof] . 
nfn'nfO x]/]+, pgL klg ylst t lyP g} t/ v';Lsf] efj pgsf] 
cg'xf/df emlNsGYof] . d leq pmhf{ ;~rf/ eof], lhGbuLdf 
sDtLdf Pp6f lxpF lrt'jf t arfpg ;kmn eOof] eGg] efjn] . 
ufpFn]x? tl:a/ / lel8of] lnFb} lyP cf–cfˆgf] df]afOnaf6 . yfxf 
5}g pgLx? slt v';L lyP . 

t/ dnfO{ yfxf 5 t]lGhª\ s/;fª bfO / csf]{ uf]7sf] dflns km'af{ 
l5l/ª nfdf bfO b'vL lyP . pgLx? c;Qm klg 5g\ . Rofª\u|f 

l;jfo cGo ;Dklt klg gePsf pgLx?sf] ;j{Zj g} lxpF lrt'jfn] 
n'6]sf] lyof] . pgLx¿sf] dlng cg'xf/ / !) cf}+nf hf]8]/ pgLx¿n] 
laGtLefp ub}{ /fxtsf] ofrgf u/]sf] b[Zo clxn] klg d]/f] cfFvf 
jl/kl/ 3'ld/xG5 . cfzf 5 pgLx?n] ;dod} plrt /fxt kfpg' 
x'g]5 h;sf] sf/0fn] ubf{ lxpF lrt'jfk|lt pgLx¿ / :yfgLo 
ufpFn]x¿sf] ;sf/fTds ;f]+r ljsf; x'g]5 / To;n] lxpF lrt'jf  
;+/If0fdf ;xof]u k'Ug]5 . clxn] ;Dd kfOPsf] /fxtaf6 ufpFn]x? 
v'l; gePsf] k|:6 x'G5 . 

s] xfdL gePsf] eP Tof] lxpF lrt'jf aRYof] xf]nf t eGg] k|Zgn] 
dnfO{ obfsbf ;f]Rg afWo u/fpFb5 . jiff}{sf] k|of;kl5 klg 
lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fdf lgs} r'gf}tLx? 5g\ eGg] o; 36gfqmdaf6 
:jtM emlNsG5 . ;+/If0f ug]{ g} xf] eg] lxpF lrt'jf ;DaGwL y'k|} 
k|Zgx?x¿k|lt lrlGtt x'g' h?/L 5 / ltgsf] plrt ;Daf]wg x'g' 
h?/L 5  . 

kl5Nnf cWoogx?n] dgfª lhNnfsf] km" pkTosfdf k|lt !)) ju{ 
lsnf]ld6/df ^ j6f lxpF lrt'jfx¿ /x]sf] b]vfpFb5 . lxpF lrt'jfsf] 
d'Vo cfxf/f gfp/sf] 3gTj klg lgs} 5 -*=$ gfp/ k|lt ju{ lsnf]
ld6/_ h'g g]kfnel/d} a9L 3gTj dflgG5 . t/ j:t'efpsf] Iflt 
klg al9/x]sf] 5 . o;n] ;f] If]qdf lxpF lrt'jfsf] ;+Vof a9\b} uPsf] 
;+s]t ub{5 . 

ef/tdf xfn;fn} ul/Psf] cWoog cg';f/ lxpF lrt'jfsf] 
h+unL cfxf/ h:t} gfp/ tyf emf/nsf] ;+Vof a9]df kSs} klg 
lxpF lrt'jfsf] ;Vof klg a9\5 . ;+Vof a9];Fu} kz'wg Ifltsf]  
;Defjgf plQs} a9L /xG5 eGg] s'/f dflysf] 36gfaf6 lg k'li6 
x'G5 . lxpF lrt'jfx?sf] cfk;L k|lt:kwf{n] ubf{ vf;u/L zfl//Ls 
?kn] sdhf]/, pd]/ k'u]sf], c;Qm, la/fdL / cfdf;Fu 5'l§g] pd]/ 
gk'u]sf lxpF lrt'jfx? a9L ufOj:t'lt/ cfslif{t x'G5g\ . 

lxpF lrt'jfn] lzsf/ u/]sf cfxf/hGo k|hfltx?sf] df;' 
dflg;x?n] cfˆgf] k|of]hgsf] nflu nUgfn] lxpF lrt'jf kz'hGo 
k|hfltlt/ vf;ul/ uf]7lt/ cfslif{t x'g] u/]sf] d]/f] cg'ejn] 
eG5 . uf]7sf] cj:yf x]bf{ 5fgfdf jGohGt' l5g{ ;Sg] Kjfnx? 
/ 9'+ufsf ufx|fx¿ sdhf]/ ePsf] x'gfn] lxpF lrt'jf uf]7leq 
;lhn} l5/]sf] cg'dfg nufpg ;lsG5 . b'j} uf]7x¿df 
kmSznfO6 hf]8]sf] ePtfklg dflg;sf] pkl:ylt gePsf], uf]7df 
cfuf] gafn]sf], s's'/x?klg gePsf]n] lxpF lrt'jfnfO{ uf]7leq 
l5g{ emg} an k'u]sf] b]lvG5 . ctM lxpF lrt'jfh:tf] lzsf/L 
jGohGt' uf]7df l5g{ glbg, alnof];Fu uf]7 agfpg], dflg;n]  
a]nfavg cg'udg ul//fVg], s's'/ kfn]/ ?Ug], /ftsf] ;dodf 
cfuf] afNg] ug'{ h?/L 5 . kmSznfO6sf] dfq e/kg{ klg gx'g] 
oL 36gfx¿n] l;sfPsf] 5 . lsgsL Iflt ePsf ;a} uf]7x?df 
kmSznfO6 ;~rfngdf lyP t}klg lxpF lrt'jf k;]/ Iflt u/]sf]  
b]lvG5 . :yfgLonfO{ nfe x'g] ;d'bfodf cfwfl/t kz'wg 
aLdfh:tf] k|efjsf/L sfo{qmd x'g' h?/L 5 g ls lxpF lrt'jf / 
p;sf] cfxf/fhGo k|hflt / jf;:yfg ;+/If0f dfq} . 

-sdn yfkf lxpF lrt'jfsf] cfxf/f ljifodf ljBfjfl/lw ul//x]sf 5g\ . _ 
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Ex-poachers becomes  

snow leopards 
warden

Mergen Markov used to be a poacher. He hunted snow 
leopards in Russia’s Altai Mountains. Now he is helping 
to conserve them. “We hunted a long time ago. There 
were no jobs in Zhasater”, says Mergen currently 
working as a Snow Leopard Warden, “People needed 
to feed their families, that’s why they or we hunted” 

In 2015, WWF offered six hunters a chance to become 
snow leopard wardens. 

“They already knew most of snow leopard’s habitats 
because they were experienced walking in the ridges 
and snow leopard habitats”, says Alexey Kuzhlekov, an 
official of Sailugemsky National Park, “so they could 
recognize the snow leopard’s going and coming tracks” 

WWF provided them motion sensor cameras to 
monitor and incentives for their time contribution to 
keep the snow leopards alive.  The camera that Mergen 
set up for snow leopard, captured the image of ibex, a 
prey species. He is excited because in another image it 
was that of a snow leopard. 

In some parts of Siberia, snow leopards have been 
nearly wiped out. The images obtained help scientists 
to study the animals. The snow leopard’s population is 
now growing in Altai. 

“We will nurture so many snow leopards, even my 
grandchildren will be able to see them”, says Mergen, 
“If this project hadn’t begun there would be no snow 
leopards left.”. 

These snow leopards in Siberia are being hunted. But the hunters aren’t shooting them with guns.
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k"j{ rf]/L lzsf/L ag]

lxpF lrt'jf jf8]{g
;fOa]l/ofdf oL lxpF lrt'jfx¿sf] lzsf/ ul/Psf] 5 . t/ lzsf/Lx¿ logLx¿nfO{ aGb'sn] dfl//x]sf 5}gg\ . 

du]{g dfsf]{e s'g} a]nf rf]/L lzsf/L lyP . pgL /l;ofsf] cNtfO{ 

ka{tdf lxpF lrt'jfx¿sf] lzsf/ uy]{ . t/ lxhf]cfh pgL lxpF lrt'jf 

hf]ufpg nfluk/]sf 5g\ . …w]/} klxn] xfdLn] To;sf] lzsf/  

uYof}{+ . emf;ft/df xfd|f] nflu s'g} sfd lyPgÚ, xfn lxpF lrt'jf 

jf8]{gsf] e"ldsfdf /x]sf du]{g eG5g\, …s] ug]{, dflg;x?nfO{ 

cfˆgf] kl/jf/nfO{ v'jfpg} kYof]{, ToxL eP/ klg pgLx¿ / xfdLx¿ 

lzsf/ uYof}{+ .Ú

@)&@ ;fndf 8An'8An'Pkmn] 5 hgf lzsf/Lx¿nfO{ lxpF lrt'jf  

jf8]{g aGg k|:tfj u¥of] .   

…pgLx¿ ;a}hgf lxpF lrt'jfsf] jf;:yfgsf af/]df hfgsf/ lyP 

lsgsL pgLx¿;Fu kxf8sf] rf]6Lx¿df lxl8/x]sf] cg'ej lyof]Ú,  

z}n'u]D:sL /fli6«o lgs'~hsf clwsf/L Pn]S;] s'Hn]sf]e eG5g\, 

…ctM pgLx¿ lxpF lrt'jf cfpg] / hfg] af6fx¿ lrGby] .Ú

8An'8An'Pkmn] lxpF lrt'jfx¿sf] cg'udg ug{ pgLx¿nfO{ df];g 

;]G;/ Sofd/f -s'g}klg ;lhj j:t'sf] pkl:ylt x'gf;fy p;sf] 

cfs[lt lvRg]_ / pgLx¿n] cfˆgf] ;dosf] of]ubfg lbP jfkt  

s]xL k};f lbof] lxpF lrt'jfnfO{ arfP/ /fVgsf nflu . du]{gn] lxpF 

lrt'jfsf] nflu eg]/ h8fg u/]sf] Sofd/fdf lxpF lrt'jfsf] cfxf/f 

dWo] Ps k|hflt cfOa]S; -v'/ ePsf] h+unL k|hflt_ sf] cfs[lt  

s}b eof] . du]{g pT;flxt lyP lsgsL csf]{ t:jL/df  lxpF lrt'jf 

lyof] . 

l/kf]6{

;fOa]l/ofsf] s]xL efux¿df lxpF lrt'jfx¿ em08} nf]k  

eO;s]sf 5g\ . wGg Sofd/f 6«Øfksf t:jL/x?n] j}1flgsx?nfO{ 

lxpF lrt'jfsf af/]df cWoog\ ug{ ;3fPsf] 5 . cNtfO{df clxn] lxpF 

lrt'jfsf] ;+Vof al9/x]sf] 5 . 

…xfdLx¿ y'k|} lxpF lrt'jfx¿sf] x]/rfx ug]{5f}+ h;sf sf/0f xfd|f 

gfltgfltx¿n] ltgLx¿nfO{ b]Vg kfpg]5g\Ú, du]{g eG5g\, …olb of] 

cfof]hgfsf] yfngL gePsf] x'Fbf] xf] t, o; If]qdf lxpF lrt'jf g} afFls 

/xGgYof] .Ú
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Interview

Rishi Baral is the office In-charge 
of Jomsom and Lo Manthang 
Area Conservation Offices, of the 

National Trust for Nature Conservation 
(NTNC)-Annapurna Conservation Area 
Project (ACAP). Baral holds a master’s 
degree in zoology from Tribhuvan 
University. He has researched about the 
holes in Sal trees in Chitwan for the first 
time in Nepal. He has also led a research 
team on  snow leopard in Bajhang district 
from Friends of Nature. Baral is currently 
pursuing a research on snakes; in 2020, he 
has researched about King-Cobra snake’s 
process of breeding and establishing its 
offspring in the nature. In this interview 
with Snow Leopard Magazine’s editor 
Anil Adhikari, Baral talks about the 
commerial livestock farming in Mustang, 
and the conflict between snow leopards 
and humans.

How many sheds for livestock farming are there in 
upper and lower Mustang? 

There are a total of 30 sheds that includes 1291 goats, 
run by 30 farmers in upper Mustang’s  Muktinath, 
Kagbeni, Ghami, Charang, Surkhang, Lo Manthang and 
Chhonuhap. In lower Mustang ’s  Kowang, Tukuche, 
Lete, Kunjo, Marpha and Jomsom villages, there are 64 
corrals that includes 2424 goats, run by 64 livestock 
farmers. Likewise, there are 335 goats and 35 sheep 
being raised commercially  in Mustang. Jhopa (hybird 
yaks or yak–cow cross breed) and chicken are also 
being reared commercially, albeit in a small number. 

Is commercial livestock farming on the rise or declining 
in Mustang? 

Commercial livestock farming is on the rise in Mustang. 
Since the program to insure the Yaks came into effect, 
Yak farming shows promise, and one can observe the 
development of  goats and sheep husbandry as well.

How can youths be encouraged to get into commercial 
livestock farming? 

It would be productive if there were proper subsidy 
programs along with training and exposure visit on 
commercial  livestock farming. It would be even more 
helpful if there were an office that provides good 
information about the work that youths are getting 
into and a professional who could guide them. For 

Commercial  
livestock farming  
is on the rise in Mustang
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youths, it would be helpful to go ahead if they know 
about the fodders that livestock consume. 

What is the annual statistics of livestock depredation 
by the snow leopards  in Mustang?

According to ACAP, Jomsom office, as many as 167 
livestock were killed in 2020, including 109 yaks, 46  
goats, 8 sheep, 3 Jhopa (a cross between male yak and 
domestic cow) and one horse by the leopards and 
snow leopards; snow leopards alone have killed 145 
animals, including 109 yaks, 29 goats, 5 sheep and 2 
Jhopa. Likewise, in Lo Manthang, in the same fiscal year, 
23 goats and three horses were killed by the snow 
leopards, and two horses were killed by wolves. In 
2021, until June 1, a total of 39 goats and 2 horses were 
killed by the snow leopards. In the same period, snow 
leopards had killed 12 goats in Upper Mustang.

Why is livestock loss minimization essential for 
conservation of snow leopards? 

If there is a huge loss of livestock, farmers and locals 
would believe that snow leopards should be killed, and 
that may lead them to poison the predators, because of 
which, conservation of snow leopards would be very 
challenging. If we can’t minimize the loss of livestock, 
the tendency of killing snow leopard would take hold. 

What plans, and programs does ACAP have to lessen 
human-snow leopard conflict? 

To lessen the conflict, ACAP has been working 
according to the ‘Relief for livestock loss directorial, 
third amendment 2019’. As per which, ACAP has 
allocated relief amount for human-wildlife conflicts; 
it provides up to 20, 000 Rupees for those minimally 
injured, and up to 200, 000 Rupees for those critically 
injured. All ACAP’s Area Conservation Offices have 
allocated amount from 200, 000 up to one million 
Rupees for relief and compensation. 

Information regarding relief amount distribution
F/Y ACAP Area 

Conservation 
Office Jomsom

Loss of 
livestock

ACAP Area 
Conservation 
Office  Upper 
Mustang

Loss of 
livestock

2020 282900 
Rupees 

167 114750  
Rupees

29 

2021 
(until 
June 
1) 

 154200 
Rupees

41 31200 Rupees 12 

Has the ACAP launched a community-based livestock 
insurance program? 

In the fiscal year 2020, ACAP has launched livestock 
insurance program focusing on yaks in upper and 
lower Mustang. In case of loss of a Yak, the insurance 
company provides up to 90 percent of the livestock’s 
value. This program doesn’t cover other animals.

What should local farmer do to minimize the loss 
from snow leopards? 

First, the farmers should insure their livestock, 
construct modern corrals rather than traditional ones, 
use foxlight while keeping the livestock for the night in 
pasterlands, and use strong wire fences in the corrals. 

The livestock insurance program is being operated as 
follows:

Particulars

Annual premium 
rate (market value): 
12.5%

Nepal government’s 
contribution to 
premium: 75%

ACAP’s 
contribution: 12.5%

Liability of livestock 
farmers: 12.5%

Insurance amount 
to be received by 
farmers for their 
loss: 90%

Main stakeholders: 
Nepal government, 
ACAP, Niko 
Insurance Company

Upper Mustang

Muktinath, Kagbeni, 
Ghami, Charang, 
Surkhang, Lo 
Manthang

Number of insured 
yaks

1291

Insurance fund 
established by 
ACAP

708225 Rupees

Lower Mustang

Kowang, Tukuche, 
Lete, Kunjo, 
Marpha, and 
Jomsom

Number of insured 
yaks

2424

Insurance fund 
established by 
ACAP

281656 Rupees

Do you believe that livestock have contributed in the 
conservation of predators such as snow leopards and 
foxes?

Snow leopards and wolves prey on  livestock because 
they are easy to kill, especially predators that are aged. It 
can be considered that it has helped in the conservation 
of predators. If we look at various researches, snow 
leopard’s food includes 30 percent livestock, which 
can be thought as an important contribution in the 
conservation of the carnivorous wildlife. 
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cGtjf{tf{

Clif a/fn d':tfªl:yt /fli6«o k|s[lt ;+/If0f sf]if -Pg6LPg;L_–cGgk"0f{ ;+/If0f If]q cfof]hgf -PSofk_, 
Onfsf ;+/If0f sfof{no, hf]d;f]d / nf]dfGyfªsf k|d'v x'g\ . a/fnn] lqe'jg ljZjljBfno,  
s]lGb|o SofDk;af6 k|f0fLzf:qdf :gftsf]Q/ u/]sf 5g\ . g]kfndf klxnf] k6s ;fnsf] ?vsf]  
6f]sf{ -Kjfn_ sf af/]df pgn] lrtjgdf cg';Gwfg u/]sf 5g\ . a/fnn] ;'b'/ klZrd g]kfnsf] aemfª 
lhNnfdf k|s[ltsf ;fyL ;+:yfaf6 6f]nL k|d'v eP/ lxpFlrt'jfsf] cGf';Gwfg u/]sf 5g\ . xfn ;k{df 
cg';Gwfg ;d]t ub}{ /x]sf pgn] @)@) df  /fhuf]dgsf] u'F8nfO{ cg'udg u/]/ aRrf sf]/Ng] / 
aRrf x's]{/ k|s[ltdf k'gM:yfkgf x'g] cjlw;Dd cg';Gwfg u/]sf 5g\ . d':tfª lhNnfsf] Joj;flos 
kz'kfng / lxpF lrt'jf / dfgj åGåsf] cj:yfsf af/]df a/fnn] lxpF lrt'jf klqsfsf ;Dkfbs  
clgn clwsf/LnfO{ lbPsf] cGtjf{tf{ oxfF k|:t't ul/Psf] 5 .

Joj;flos j:t'kfng
d':tfªdf j[l4 x'Fb} 5
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d':tfª lhNnf -dflyNnf] / tNnf]_ df Joj;flos j:t'kfngsf 

uf]7 slt 5g\ < 

d':tfª lhNnfl:yt dflyNnf] d':tfªsf d'lQmgfy, sfua]gL,  

3dL, r/fª, ;'vf{ª, nf]dfGyfª / 5f]g'Xk ufpFx¿df #) hgf  

rf}/Lkfnsx¿sf #) j6f uf]7x¿ ;~rfngdf /x]sf 5g\ h;df 

hDdf !@(! Jf6f rf}/Lx¿ Joj;flos ?kdf kflnPsf 5g\ eg] 

tNnf] d':tfªsf] sf]jfª, 6's'r], n]t], s'~hf], dfkmf{ / hf]d;f]ddf 

^$ hgf rf}/Lkfns s[ifsx¿sf] ^$ j6f uf]7x¿ ;~rfngdf 5g\ 

h;df @$@$ j6f rf}/Lx¿ Joj;flos ?kdf kflnPsf] 5 . To;}

u/L,  d':tfªe/L ##% j6f Rofª\uf / #% j6f e]8f Joj;flos 

?kdf kflnPsf] tYof+s 5 eg] ;fgf ;+Vofdf emf]kf -pRr gZnsf] 

rf}+/L / ufO{sf] gZn_  s'v'/fx?sf] klg Joj;flos kfng ePsf] 

b]lvG5 .

Joj;flos j:t'kfng k]zf d':tfªdf j[l4 x'Fb} 5 of 36\b} 5 <  

Joj;flos j:t'kfng k]zf d':tfªdf j[l4 x'Fb} 5 . rf}/Lsf] aLdf 

sfof{qmd nfu" ePsfn] rf}/L kfng Joj;fo /fd|f] b]lvPsf] 5 

/ Rofª\u|f, e]8fdf klg Joj;flos kfng km:6fpFb} uPsf] b]Vg 

;lsG5 . 

o'jf k':tfnfO{ 3/kfn'jf ufO{j:t'sf] Joj;flos kfngdf ;xefuL  
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By Katie Hunt, CNN

Scientists believe that snow leopard may be back from 
the brink of extinction - at least in one part of the 
world.

Earlier this month, Panthera, a wild cat conservation 
organization, and a team of local researchers, captured 
and collared a female snow leopard that had recently 
given birth in the mountains of Kyrgyzstan – Panthera 
is suggesting that the snow leopards in this region are 
protected enough to breed and have access to the prey 
needed to raise cubs. 

The collaring of the snow leopard signals that the 
conditions for the conservation and long-term survival 
of the species has vastly improved. 

"This means that the snow leopard population 
is increasing in our area, it is a  positive change for 
the region and the species," said Muhtar Musaev, the 
director of Kyrgyzstan's Sarychat-Ertash Strict Nature 
Reserve.

‘The species was almost wiped out in the region during 
the 1990s. However, our regional conservation efforts 
were working -- calling the nature reserve a "stronghold 
for the species.’, Says Tom McCarthy, executive director 
of Panthera's snow leopard program. 

A camera in northwest China had recently captured 
the first footage of two of the big cats mating. Some 
4,500 to 7500 of the big cats are estimated  roaming in 
Asia's mountain ranges -- often called the roof of the 
world.

Threatened by loss of prey, poaching and shrinking 
habitat, the species is rarely seen, even by local people, 
who call them "mountain ghosts"

article

Why captured 
snow leopard  
is exciting to the researchers ?
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across the border in Tibet, China, the two didn’t travel 
too far from where they had been first captured. Their 
early deaths have shocked many conservationists.

Officially, the two snow leopards died because of 
‘natural factors’, but some conservation officials in 
Nepal seem alarmed by investigators’ suspicion that 
one of the snow leopards, Zeborong, might have died 
due to other reasons. 

What’s puzzling is the fact that no livestock killing was 
officially reported in Saldang or Bhijer villages, near 
where Zeborong’s dead body was found, nor did any 
villager in the area come forward to claim financial relief 
for livestock loss with the park authorities, according 
to the report. Therefore, its death was believed to be 
natural. 

It is suspected that although no substantive evidence 
of retaliatory killing was found, Zeborong’ might have 
died due to other reasons. An analysis of Zeborong’s 
movement data, in its final 15 days, doesn’t indicate 
that it died of natural reasons. Circumstantial evidence 
and testimonies of members of the local snow leopard 
conservation committee, who first found its dead body, 
indicate no natural reason as a possible factor causing 
its death. 

After their November 2019 capture, Zeborong (Nov 
16) and Samling (Nov 18) were among the first snow 
leopards ever satellite-collared in the Shey-Phoksundo 
National Park in the Western Region of Nepal, where 
scientists believe the snow leopard density is highest 
compared to the Eastern and Central parts of the 
country. Their satellite-tracking success was considered 
a big achievement after similar success in the Eastern 
Region’s Kanchenjunga Conservation Area, where 
satellite-tracking devices were fitted on four snow 
leopards between 2012-2017. 

But one-and-a-half years after the success in Dolpo, 
Zeborong and Samling are all but history. As per the 
information of  Department of National Parks and 
Wildlife Conservation (DNPWC), the two elusive 
high mountain cats didn’t get to live much longer, or 
roam much further, as anticipated. The two remained 
alive for less than six months, crushing plans to better 
understand the species’ home range and ecological 
behaviour. 

While Zeborong was found dead nearly five months 
later, on May 3, Samling, too, met a similar fate weeks 
later, on 28 May when its last location was recorded. 
Unlike one of the satellite-collared snow leopards of 
Kanchenjunga, which was found traveling far, far away 

Lessons from Zeborong and  
Samling’s satellite telemetry monitoring  
in Shey Phoksundo National Park

Report

Surendra Phuyal
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As per the Department of National Parks and Wildlife 
Conservation (DNPWC) source, no bruises were 
found on Zeborong’s face. That clearly showed that the 
death was not due to the accident or any encounter 
with another snow leopard. 

Sometimes the agitated farmers in Dolpo region, who 
lost their livestock from the predators including the 
snow leopard, were found adding poison to the dead 
remains of the livestock such as horse or goat killed. 

Still, the source says that the exact cause of Zeborong’s 
death is unknown. 

Regarding Samling, the dead body was found on 
November 24, 2020, nearly six months after its last 
location was reported on May 28. Investigators have 
concluded that some “natural factor”, most possibly 
“rockslide or landslide”, appears to have caused 
Samling’s death. 

The DNPWC source says, “Observing its carcass on 
the landslide-prone steep slope, where its skeleton with 
dry skin was found, it looked like it (Samling) possibly 
died on May 28. Local snow leopard search team was 
not able to access the site during monsoon season. It 
could have died of natural factor such as rockslide or 
landslide as the site remains filled with huge pieces of 
rocks slid from the slope.” 

What did post-mortem reveal? 
Zeborong’s remains were found on May 28, 2020 -- 
25 days after its mortality event was reported – on a 
slope located nearly one kilometer west of Ku village 
in Dolpo. If the park officials had conducted a post-
mortem examination, maybe vital information would 
be revealed. However, no postmortem was done due 
to unavailable circumstances. 

Satellite telemetry monitoring showed Zeborong’s 
healthy movement until May 3, 2020, the body was 
recovered on 28 May 2020. Samling’s movements were 
recorded until May 28, 2020 and body was recovered 
much later, 24 November 2020, according to Khanal. 

Regarding Samling, same as Zeborong, no post-mortem 
examination was done too, but investigators mentioned 
in the report that the snow leopard’s “head looked 
broken” and “teeth looked smashed” possibly after 
sustaining injury in the landslide. And “the GPS collar 
and skull were found 20 meters below the accident 
site,” the report says, adding that no human activity was 
found in the area, and that the nearest villages of Bhijer 
and Phod are located 6 kilometers away. 

The park’s records show that in the past, too, at least 
one snow leopard had been killed in rockslide at a 
place called Chholappu. 

Dr. Deepak Kharal, the then Director General 
at DNPWC, says post-mortem examination was 
considered, but it was just not practical: “As many 
days had passed since the death of Zeborong, a post-
mortem examination was deemed unnecessary. Since 
enough field investigation had been out, we thought 
that was enough.” 

Gopal Khanal, the former acting warden of Shey 
Phoksundo National Park, who led the Dolpo satellite 
collar expedition in 2019 November, also led the fact-
finding teams after Zeborong and Samling disappeared. 
He said “While possibility of retaliatory killing can’t be 
ruled out, we haven’t found any evidence to prove that. 
Our conclusion is that both snow leopards appear to 
have died of natural causes.” 

Results from Satellite Telemetry  
The satellite telemetry observations of Zeborong and 
Samling showed their healthy movement during the 
six months they survived. Zeborong’s satellite collar 
recorded 169 days of GPS location data and a home 
range of around 122.6 square kilometers, while Samling’s 
satellite collar recorded 192 days of GPS location data 
and a home range of 31.7 square kilometers. 

In the 169 days, semi-adult Zeborong covered 495.7 
square kilometers (averaging 2.93 sq km per day), while 
adult Samling covered 255.5 kilometers (averaging 1.33 
sq km) per day in the 192 days). 

“This average is lesser than that of the GPS-collared 
snow leopards of Kanchenjunga Conservation Area,” 
the DNPWC report says, adding: “This study could 
only provide us with data of a shorter period. As we 
need data of at least a year to study the snow leopard’s 
home range and ecological behaviour, the data we 
have is insufficient to analyse and work out credible 
results regarding the snow leopard’s home range and 
ecological behaviour.” 

Lessons from first satellite telemetry in Dolpo  
The report concludes that Zeborong most possibly 
died because of ‘other reasons’ and Samling died 
of ‘natural factors’. It is not easy to study the snow 
leopard which dwells in extremely remote  inhospitable 
terrain. Although the latest study gave some important 
results, the report says, much more needs to be done 
to educate local communities about the importance 
of conserving the snow leopard and existing legal 
provisions. 

Most importantly, the report underlines the need to 
directly involve local communities in the processes 
of “not just satellite-collaring, but on-the-ground Very 
High Frequency (VHF) tracking, potential prey kill 
site monitoring and other post-collaring monitoring 
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work and assignments” so that they can start taking 
ownership of conservation activities. 

One way of doing that is this: “handing over the 
responsibilities of satellite telemetry work such as 
program management and logistical arrangement to 
the local community – so that local resources could 
be utilized, and people can enjoy financial benefits,” the 
report says. 

Equally important, the report recommends the need 
to carry out reforms in post collaring monitoring 
work by better training local snow leopard committee 
members, regular monitoring and reporting of the 
satellite-collared snow leopards’ movements at both 
community and central levels. 

Why do livestock husbandry farmers get angry with 
the snow leopard ? 

Although detailed scientific studies have not been 
done, Nepal’s rugged and remote Himalayan region 
is home to an estimated 301 to 400 snow leopards. 
Even in areas where prey species like blue sheep and 
Himalayan tahr are plentiful snow leopards have been 
found occasionally preying on livestock such as goats, 
sheep, yaks, cows and horses that result in heavy 
livestock losses.  

In 2014, recalled Dr. Madhu Chhetri, National Trust 
for Nature Conservation-Manasalu Conservation 
(NTNC), who’s done extensive research on the snow 
leopards in Nepal Himalayas, “a snow leopard attack on 
a remote mountain shed in Mustang led to the killing of 
104 goats in a single incident.” 

“Five months ago, in Saldang in upper Dolpo,” adds 
Gopal Khanal, “more than 50 goats were killed after a 
snow leopard attacked their sheds.” 

It is precisely such snow leopard attacks, coupled with 
a lack of adequate compensation from the government, 
that have often angered livestock farmers, compelling 
them to think of violent retribution against the snow 
leopard, according to experts. Yet evidence of direct 
involvement of local communities in retaliatory killing 
of the snow leopard or arrests on charge of poaching 
or killing have been rare. 

What are the solutions? 
With conflict between the snow leopard and people 
living in and around the protected areas showing 
no signs of calming down, experts are pitching for 
measures to better compensate livestock farmers, who 
bear significant financial losses after mass killing of 
livestock by the snow leopard.  

For example, if a farmer loses his yak or horse in a snow 
leopard attack in Dolpo, the government’s wildlife loss 

relief mechanism provides a maximum of Rs 30,000; 
whereas the animal fetches around Rs 100,000 in the 
livestock market of say Jomsom in Mustang. If a goat or 
sheep is killed, up to Rs 10,000 is given as a relief. 

In recent years, livestock insurance schemes have been 
introduced in Shey Phoksundo National Park and 
Annapurna Conservation Area to name a few.  

“No matter what we do, livestock depredation by wildlife 
like snow leopards can’t be stopped completely,” says 
Khanal, the former acting warden of Shey Phoksundo 
National Park. “However, we can take measures like 
building safer and sturdier corrals for livestock, and 
somehow ensure higher compensation plus insurance 
to offset financial losses occurring after mass killings.” 

As far as studies are concerned, here's some good 
news from Nepal. The country is leading the 12 snow-
leopard range countries in Asia, with 74 percent of the 
snow leopard habitat in northern Nepal having been 
the subject of research into the species according 
to a recent WWF study dubbed Over 100 Years of 
Snow Leopard Research. And yet Nepali experts feel 
a significant portion of the habitat is still unexplored 
which is making it impossible to draw the full picture of 
the status of the Himalayan big cat. 

Another good piece of news from Dolpo again is this. 
Nearly two years after the successful satellite collaring 
of Zeborong and Samling, wildlife officials captured, 
and satellite collared two more male snow leopards in 
May 2021: About seven-year-old Ghangri Ghapi Hyul, 
weighing 37 kilograms, and about six-year-old Langyen 
weighing 38 kilograms, both from Saldang area (3,600 
meters), are said to be in sound health and roaming 
freely carrying the satellite-GPS collars. 

Says WWF Nepal’s Country Representative Dr. 
Ghanashyam Gurung: “As far as study is concerned, 
we still need to do a lot. Incidents of mass killing of 
livestock by snow leopards remain the biggest challenge. 
To prevent these, we must work together to upgrade 
existing relief amounts and introduce bigger livestock 
insurance packages so that farmers feel financially 
secure even if their cattle are lost in wildlife attacks.” 

The government’s relief packages to farmers losing their 
livestock have helped. Livestock insurance schemes too 
are being gradually expanded. Yet farmers living in hard-
to-reach areas like Dolpo or Upper Mustang continue 
to face practical issues to visit government offices 
and complete necessary paper work to claim relief or 
insurance packages. 

 (A former BBC journalist, Surendra Phuyal has written extensively on 
environment, nature, society, epidemics and geopolitical issues in his 
career spanning over two decades.) 
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:of6]nfO6 sn/ h8fgsf] 5f]6f] ;dodf g} h]af]/f]ª / ;flDnªsf] 
d[To' ePsfn] w]/} ;+/If0fsdL{ :tAw ePsf 5g\ . oL b'j}  
lxpF lrt'jfsf] d[To' k|fs[lts sf/0fn] ePsf] dflgPsf] 5 t/ cGo 
sf/0f klg gsfg{ ;lsb}g . o;sf/0f ;+/If0fsdL{ lrlGtt  
ag]sf 5g\ . 

t/ crDdnfUbf] s'/f s] 5 eg] h]af]/f]ªsf] d[t z/L/ e]l6Psf] :yfg 
glhs} kg]{ ;fNbfª / leh]/ ufpFdf s;}sf], s'g} 3/kfn'jf hgfj/ 
lxpF lrt'jfn] df/]sf] ge]l6Psf] ljefusf] Ps k|ltj]bgdf pNn]v  
5 . ;fy}, tL ufpFaf6 s;}n] klg cfˆgf rf}kfof jGohGt' cfqmd0fdf 
dfl/Psf] eGb} /fxtsf nflu z]–kmf]S;'08f] /fli6«o lgs'~hdf  
cfj]bg klg lbPsf 5}gg\ . To;sf/0f p;sf] d[To' k|fs[lts 
sf/0fn] ePsf] elgPsf] xf] .

kz'wgdf ePsf] Ifltsf] abnf lng] lx;fan] s'g} k|Tofqmd0f 
ePsf] k|df0f ge]l6Pklg h]af]/f]ªsf] d[To'sf] ;Defljt sf/0f 
cGo x'g;Sg] klg cg'dfg ul/Psf] 5 . d[To' x'g' !% lbg cufl8  
b]lvsf] ljr/0fsf] tYof+ssf] ljZn]if0f nufotsf cfwf/df  
h]af]/f]ªsf] d[To' k|fs[lts sf/0fn} g} ePsf] xf] eGg] cfwf/ sd  
b]lvG5 . kl/l:ylthGo k|df0f / d[t zl// e]6fpg] lxpF lrt'jf 
;+/If0f ;ldltsf ;b:ox?sf] egfO ;d]tsf cfwf/df d[To'sf] 
;Defljt sf/0f k|fs[lts xf] eGg]df z+sf ug{ ;lsG5 . 

/fli6«o lgs'~h tyf jGohGt' ;+/If0f ljefusf] ;|f]tsf cg';f/  
h]jf]/f]ªsf] d'vdf b]Vg ;lsg] vfnsf] rf]6k6s 3fp lyPg . 
To;n] k|i6 x'GYof] ls p;sf] d[To'sf] sf/0f s'g} zf/Ll/s b'3{6gf 
jf csf]{ lxpF lrt'jf;Fusf] 3D;f3D;Ln] ubf{ xf]Og . 

@)&^ ;fndf ;dfltPsf h]af]/f]ª -sflt{s #)_ / ;fdlnª  
-d+l;/ @_ g]kfndf ;a}eGbf a9L lxpF lrt'jfsf] 3gTj /x]sf] cg'dfg  
ul/Psf] klZrdL lxdfnL If]qsf] z]–kmf]S;'08f] /fli6«o lgs'~hdf 
klxnf] k6s :of6]nfO6 hLkLP; sn/ h8fg ul/Psf lxpF lrt'jf 
x'g\ . cWoogsf nflu tL lxpF lrt'jfsf] 3fF6Ldf :of6]nfO6 sn/ 
h8fg ul/g'nfO{ @)&) ;fnb]lv @)&$ sf] aLrdf s~rgh+3f  
;+/If0f If]qdf rf/ j6f lxpF lrt'jfsf] 3fF6Ldf :of6]nfO6 sn/ h8fg 
ul/Pkl5sf] csf]{ 7"nf] ;kmntf dflgof] .    

t/ z]–kmf]S;'08f]sf] b'O{ lxpF lrt'jfsf] 3fF6Ldf :of6]nfO6 sn/ 
h8fg ul/Psf] 8]9 jif{kl5 clxn] h]af]/f]ª / ;flDnª Oltxf;sf 
kfgfdf ;Lldt eO;s]sf 5g\ . /fli6«o lgs'~h tyf jGohGt' 
ljefusf] Ps hfgsf/L cg';f/ h]af]/f]ª / ;fdlnª ;f]r]hlt nfdf] 
;do afRg ;s]gg\ / ;f]r]hlt nfdf] b"/Ldf ljr/0f ug{ kfPgg\ .  
:of6]nfO6 sn/ h8fgkl5 pgLx? ^ dlxgfeGbf sd ;do 
dfq hLljt /xg ;s]sf]n] 8f]Nkf]df lxpF lrt'jfsf] a;f]af;  
If]q / of] k|hfltsf] kfl/l:yltsLo k|0ffnL;Fu hf]l8Psf pgLx?sf 
cfgLafgLaf/] w]/} s'/f yfxf x'g ;s]g . 

lj=;+= @)&^ sflt{s #) df :of6]nfO6 sn/ h8fg ePsf] kfFr 
dlxgfkl5 cyf{t\ @)&& j}zfv @@ ut] h]af]/f]ªsf] d[To' ePsf] 
;"rgf kfOof] . To:t}, @)&^ d+l;/ @ ut] :of6]nfO6 sn/ h8fg 
ul/Psf] ;flDnªsf] klg clGtd cjl:yltaf/] k|fKt ;"rgfsf cfwf/
df @)&& h]7 !% df d[To' ePsf] cg'dfg ul/of] . t/ s~rgh+3f 
If]qaf6 lgs} k/ ltAatL e"efu;Dd k'u]sf] lxpF lrt'jf h:tf] 8f]Nkf]
sf oL b'O{ lxpF lrt'jfn] w]/} k/;Dd ljr/0f gu/]sf] kfOof] . 

z]–kmf]S;'08f] /fli6«o lgs'~hdf  
h]af]/f]ª / ;fdlnªsf] :of6]nfO6  
6]lnd]6«L cg'udgsf] kf7

– ;'/]Gb| km'ofFn  ;fdlnª lxpF lrt'jf–t:jL/M /fli6«o lgs'~h ljefu÷8An' 8An' Pkm

l/kf]6{
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obfsbf lzsf/L jGohGt'x?n] kz' rf}kfof gf]S;fg ubf{ abnfsf] 
efjgfn] 8f]Nkf] If]qdf cfqmf]l;t kz'kfns s[ifsx¿ rf}kfofsf] 
l;gf]df ljif ld;fO{ lxpF lrt'jf dfg]{ u/]sf] k|df0fx? klg e]6\g]  
u/]sf] kfOG5 . 

t}klg, ;|f]t eG5, …h]af]/f]ªsf] d[To'sf] sf/0f olsg x'g ;s]sf]  
5}g .Ú 

To:t}, ;fdlnªsf] xsdf p;sf] d[t z/L/ p;sf] clGtd cjl:ylt 
yfxf kfOPsf] lgs} nfdf] ;dokl5 w]dL eGg] :yfgsf] Pp6f ljs6 
le/df kfOPsf] lyof] . cg';Gwfgstf{x¿n] crfgs s'g} r§fg jf 
klx/f] v;]/ k|fs[lts sf/0fn] g} ;fdlnªsf] d[To' ePsf] lgZsif{ 
lgsfn]sf] b]lvG5 .  

ljefusf] ;|f]t eG5M …36gf:yndf /x]sf] lxpF lrt'jfsf cl:yk~h/ 
x]bf{ ;fdlnªsf] d[To' @)&& h]7 !% ut] lt/ ePsf] h:tf]  
b]lvG5 lsgeg] x•L / ;'s]sf] 5fnf afx]s s'g} klg cfnf] df;' 
36gf:yndf b]lvb}g . 36gf:yndf Psbd} eL/ ePsf] / klx/f] 
hfg] 7fpFdf 5 . …klx/f]sf sf/0f 9'Ëf nfu]/ jf lxFl8/x]sf] cj:yfdf 
crfgs klx/f] v;]/ d[To" ePsf] klg x'g ;S5. d[t z/L/  
e]l6Psf] :yfg j/k/ klx/f]af6 7"N7"nf 9'Ëfx? v;]sf] :ki6} b]Vg 
;lsG5 .Ú 

kf]i6 df]6{daf6 s] b]lvof]< 

h]af]/f]ªsf] d[t z/L/ @)&& h]7 !% ut] cyf{t p;sf] d[To' ePsf] 
;"rgf k|fKt ePsf] @% lbgkl5 8f]Nkf]sf] s' ufpFb]lv ! lsnf]ld6/ 
klZrd tkm{sf] :yfgdf e]l6Psf] lyof] . p;sf] d[t z/L/sf]  
kf]i6 df]6{d kl/If0f u/]sf] eP dxTjk"0fr{ hfgsf/L cfpFYof] . t/ 
ljleGg sf/0fjz kf]i6d6{d ePsf] b]lvGg . 

:of6]nfO6 6]lnd]6«L cg'udgn] eg] h]af]/f]ªn] @)&& j}zfv @@ 
;Dd / ;fdlnªn] @)&& h]7 !% ;Dd ;fdfGo ljr/0f u/]sf]  
b]vfPsf] 5 . h]af]/f]ªsf] d[t z/L/ @)&& h]7 !% df kfOPsf] lyof] 
eg] ;fdlnªsf] d[t z/L/ p;sf] clGtd cjl:ylt kfOPsf] sl/a 
^ dlxgfkl5 dfq @)&& d+l;/ ( ut] e]l6Psf] lyof] . 

h]af]/f]ªsf] h:t} ;fdlnªsf] d[t z/L/sf] klg s'g} kf]:6 df]6{d 
k/LIf0f ul/Pg . cg';Gwfgstf{x?n] k|ltj]bgdf pNn]v u/] 
cg';f/, …lxpF lrt'jfsf] 6fpsf] efu x]bf{ 6fpsf] klx/f]df k/]/  
km'6]sf] h:tf] b]lvG5 . bfFtx? klg efFlrPsf 5g\ . lxpFlrt'jfnfO{ 
nufOPsf] hLkLP; sn/ / vKk/ d'Vo 36gf:ynaf6 sl/a  
@) ld6/ tn le/d} c8\s]/ /x]sf] lyof] . 

ljefusf cg';f/ of] eGbf klxnf klg o; lgs'~hdf kg]{  
kmf]S;'08f] tfn If]qsf] 5f]nKk' eGg] :yfgdf o;/L g} Pp6f  
lxpF lrt'jfsf] klx/f]df k/]/ d[To' ePsf] lyof]. cWoog 6f]nLsf 
cg';f/ 36gf:yn j/k/ s'g} klg dfgjLo ultljlw b]lvb}g / 
;a}eGbf glhssf dfgj j:tL leh]/ / kmf]b ufpF ToxfFb]lv sl/a  
^ lsnf]ld6/sf] b"/Ldf 5g\ .  

/fli6«o lgs'~h tyf jGohGt' ljefusf tTsflng  
dxflgb]{zs 8f= bLks v/fnsf] egfOdf zj kfpg ePsf] l9nfO{  
/ ljleGg sl7gfOsf sf/0f kf]:6 df]6{d ;Dej ePg. pgn]  
lxpF lrt'jf Dofuflhg;Fu eg], h]af]/f]ªsf] d[To' ePsf] w]/} lbgkl5 
p;sf] zj kfOPsf]n] kf]i6df]6{daf6 s]xL gofF tYo phfu/  
xf]nf h:tf] nfu]g. zj e]l6Psf] :yfg / j/k/ kof{Kt cg';Gwfg 
ul/;lsPsf] lyof]Ù ToxL g} kof{Kt x'G5 eGg] xfd|f] lgisif{ /Xof].

z]–kmf]S;'08f] /fli6«o lgs'~hsf tTsflng lgldQ k|d'v ;+/If0f 
clws[t uf]kfn vgfnn] h]af]/f]ª / ;fdlnªnfO{ ;dfTg] b]lv 
pgLx?sf] zj vf]Hg] ;Ddsf sfo{df vl6Psf 6f]nLsf] cu'jfO  
u/]sf lyP . pgn] eg], …kz' rf}kfof dfl/Psf] abnfdf  
h]af]/f]ªnfO{ dfl/Psf] x'g;Sg] ;DefjgfnfO{ gsfg{ ;lsb}g, 
t/ xfdLn] To;nfO{ k|dfl0ft ug]{ s'g} cfwf/ km]nf kfg{ ;s]gf}F . 
b'j} lxpF lrt'jfsf] d[To' k|fs[lts sf/0fn] g} ePsf] xf] eGg] xfd|f] 
cg';Gwfgsf] lgisif{ xf] .Ú

:of6]nfO6 6]lnd]6«Lsf] glthf 

:of6]nfO6 6]lnd]6«L cg'udgsf] qmddf h]af]/f]ª / ;fdlnª hLljt 
/x]sf] sl/a ^ dlxgfsf] cjlwdf pgLx?n] ;fdfGo ljr/0f  
ul//x]sf] kfOof] . h]af]/f]ªsf] :of6]nfO6 sn/dfkm{t\ p;sf]  
!^( lbgsf] hLkLP; cjl:ylt tYofÍ k|fKt eof] / To;qmddf 
p;sf] a;f]af; If]q !@@=^ ju{ lsnf]ld6/ /x]sf] e]l6of] . 

;fdlnªsf] rflxF !(@ lbgsf] cjl:ylt tYofÍ k|fKt eof], 
h'g cjlwdf p;sf] a;f]af; If]q #!=& ju{ lsnf]ld6/ /x]sf]  
b]lvof] . k|ltj]bg cg';f/ :of6]nfO6 sn/ nufP/ cw{jo:s  
h]af]/f]ªn] !^( lbgdf $(%=& lsnf]ld6/ -cf};t @=(# lsld k|lt 
lbg_ kf/ u/]sf] kfOof] . jo:os ;flDnªn] eg] !(@ lbgdf 
@%%=% lsnf]ld6/ -cf};t !=## lsld k|lt lbg_ kf/ u/]sf] kfOof] . 

…Tof] s~rgh+3f ;+/If0f If]qdf hLkLP; sn/ h8fg ul/Psf] efn] lxpF 
lrt'jf eGbf cf};tdf sd xf] . o; cWoogaf6 5f]6f] ;dofjlwsf] 
dfq tYofªs k|fKt eof],Ú k|ltj]bg eG5 . t/ …lxpF lrt'jfsf]  
a;f]af; If]q -xf]d /]Gh_ tyf p;sf] kfl/l:yltsLo cfgLafgL  
ljZn]if0f ug{ slDtdf Ps aif{sf] tYofÍ cfjZos kg]{ ePsf]n] 
5f]6f] cjlwsf] tYofÍ ljZn]if0fsf] cfwf/df dfq ljZj;gLo glthf 
lgsfNg g;lsg] b]lvof] .Ú 

8f]Nkf]sf] klxnf] :of6]nfO6 6]lnd]6«Laf6 l;lsPsf] kf7 

k|ltj]bgsf] lgZsif{ cg';f/ ;Dejt …cg]sg sf/0fn]Ú  
h]af]/f]ªsf] d[To' ePsf] / k|fs[lts sf/0fn] ;fdlnªsf] d[To' ePsf] 
x'g;S5 . t/ ljs6 lxdfnL e"–efudf ljr/0f ug]{ lxpF lrt'jfsf] 
cWoog ;xh gePklg kl5Nnf] cWoogaf6 s]xL dxTjk"0f{ 
glthf lgl:sPsf] k|ltj]bgn] pNn]v u/]sf] 5 . tyflk :yfgLo 
afl;GbfnfO{ lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0f / To; ;DaGwL sfg'gL k|fjwfgaf/] 
lzIff lbg cfjZos /x]sf] tYo k|ltj]bgn] cf}FNofPsf] 5 . 
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k|ltj]bgn] lxpF lrt'jf ;DaGwL cWoog / :of6]nfO6 sn/ 
h8fgsf ljleGg r/0fdf :yfgLo ;d'bfodf cfly{s nfe k'Ug] 
u/L :yfgLojf;LnfO{ cWoog 6f]nLdf ;xefuL u/fpg' kg]{ 
cfjZostfdf hf]8 lbPsf] 5 . 

k|ltj]bg eG5M …:of6]nfO6 6]lnd]6«L sfo{df :yfgLo ;d'bfosf] 
ckgTj a9fpg sfo{qmd Joj:yfkgsf] lhDd]jf/L :yfgLo 
;d'bfonfO{ lbg' pko'Qm x'G5 . :yfgLo ;d'bfon] lhDd]jf/L kfPdf 
:yfgLo :t/df pknAw ;|f]tsf] pkof]u x'G5 / :yfgLon] cfly{s 
nfe lng ;S5g\ . sn/ h8fgkl5 cg'udg sfo{nfO{ ;'wf/ 
ug{' kg]{ b]lvG5 / o;nfO{ k|efjsf/L agfpg lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0f 
;ldltsf :yfgLo ;b:onfO{ k|ofKt tflnd lbg' cfjZos 5 .Ú

k|ltj]bgn] :yfgLo :t/sf lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0f pk;ldltn] :ynut 
lg/LIf0fsf] cfwf/df lxpF lrt'jfsf] ultljlw cg'udg u/L lgs'~h 
sfof{nonfO{ lgoldt ?kn] hfgsf/L u/fpg] Joj:yf ug{'  
kg]{ / ljefuaf6 ;d]t lgoldt ?kdf hfgsf/L lng] / cg'udg ug{'  
kg]{ cfjZostf cf}FNofPsf]  5 .

j:t'kfns s[ifsx¿ lxpF lrt'jf;Fu lxpF lrt'jf;Fu lsg l/;fpF5g\ <  

lj:t[t j}1flgs cWoog gePtfklg ePsf cWoogn] g]kfnsf] 
lxdfnL If]qdf #)! b]lv $)) lxpF lrt'jf /x]sf] cg'dfg ub{5 . 
gfp/ / emf/nsf] ;+Vof kof{Kt ePtfklg lxpF lrt'jfn] slxn]sfxLF 
afv|f, e]8f, ofs, ufO{, 3f]8f cflb 3/kfn'jf hgfj/nfO{ l;sf/ agfO{ 
7"nf] cfly{s gf]S;fgL ul/lbg] u/]sf 5g\ . 

pbfx/0fsf] nflu, …@)&! ;fndf d':tfªsf] Pp6f uf]7df lxpF 
lrt'jfn] cfqmd0f ubf{ !)$ j6f e]8f afv|f dfl/Psf]Ú, 36gf lxdfnL 
If]qdf lxpF lrt'jfaf/] uxg cWoog u/]sf 8f= dw' If]qL :d/0f 
u5{g\ . pgL /fli6«o k|s[lt ;+/If0f sf]ifdf sfo{/t 5g\ . 

To:t}, …kfFr dlxgfcl3 dfq 8f]Nkf]sf] ;fNbfªdf lxpF lrt'jfn] uf]7df 
cfqmd0f ubf{ %) eGbf a9L e]8f afv|f dfl/Psf]Ú 36gf uf]kfn vgfn 
;'gfpF5g\ .  

lxdfnL If]qdf kz' rf}kfodfly x'g] o:t} lxpF lrt'jfsf cfqmd0fsf 
sf/0f ls;fgx? lxpF lrt'jfk|lt cToGt qm'4 eP/ tL dfly cg]s 
tl/sfn] abnf lng afWo x'g] u/]sf] kfOPsf] lj1x? atfpF5g\ . 
tyflk To;/L cfqmd0f u/]sf] k|df0f e]l6P/ s'g} JolQm jf ;d"x 
kqmfp k/]sf jf tL lj?4 sfg'gL sf/jfxLsf] nflu d'2f rnfOPsf 
pbfx/0f eg] b'n{e ePsf] clwsf/Lx? atfpF5g\ . 

;dfwfg s] x'g ;S5g\ <

lxpF lrt'jfsf] cfqmd0fdf w]/} kz' rf}kfof dfl/g] qmd g/f]lsP dfgj 
/ lxpF lrt'jfaLrsf] åGå sd gx'g] b]lvG5 . ls;fgn] a]xf]g{'  
kl//x]sf] kz'wg Ifltsf] plrt d'cfAhf jf Ifltk"lt{ lbg ;lsP o:tf] 
åGå sd x'g ;Sg]df lj1x? cfzfjfbL 5g\ . 

pbfx/0fsf nflu olb 8f]Nkf] jf d':tfªsf s'g} ls;fgn] lxpF 
lrt'jf cfqmd0fdf s'g} ofs jf 3f]8f u'dfP eg] ;/sf/L /fxt 
gLlt cg';f/ pgn] a9Ldf #),))) ?k}ofF /fxt /sd kfpg  

;S5g\ . t/ ahf/df eg] Pp6f ofs jf 3f]8fsf] d"No sDtLdf ! nfv  
?k}ofF k5{ . To:t}, s'g} e]8f jf afv|f dfl/Pdf !),))) ?k}ofF;Dd 
/fxt lbg] ul/Psf] 5 . 

kl5Nnf] jif{df z]–kmf]S;'08f] lgs'~h tyf cGgk"0f{ ;+/If0f If]q 
nufotsf :yfgdf kz' aLdf sfo{qmd klg ;'? ul/;lsPsf] 5 .

…t/ xfdLn] h] u/]klg lxpF lrt'jf h:tf jGohGt'n] kz' rf}kfofnfO{ 
lgzfgf agfP/ Iflt k'¥ofpFg] qmd k"/} lgld6\ofGg eg] kfg}{  
;lsFb}gÚ, z]–kmf]S;'08f] lgs'~hsf k"j{ sfodd'sfod jf8]{g uf]kfn 
vgfn eG5g\ . …a? xfdLn] kz' rf}kfof kfNg ;'/lIft / alnof vf]/ 
jf uf]7 agfpg] h:tf sfo{qmd ;'? ug{ ;S5f}F. ;fy;fy} xfdLn] 
aLdf /fxt jf Ifltk"lt{ afkt lbOFg] /sd a9fpg] pkfo lgsfNg 
cfjZos 5 .Ú

cWoogsf] s'/f ubf{ xfn} ljZj jGohGt' sf]ifn] Pl;ofsf !@ lxpF 
lrt'jf kfOFg] b]zdf u/]sf] cWoogn] g]kfn of] k|hfltsf] cWoogsf] 
If]qdf cu'jf /x]sf] b]vfPsf] 5. g]kfndf lxpF lrt'jf a;f]af;  
ug]{ &$ k|ltzt e"efudf s'g} g s'g} k|sf/sf] cWoog eO;s]sf] 
gofF cWoogn] b]vfPsf] 5. t/ cem} klg w]/} ljs6 lxdfnL If]qdf 
of] lxdfnL 7"nf] la/fnf]af/] cWoog afFsL /x]sf] lj1x? atfpg] 
u5{g\ . 

csf]{lt/ h]af]/f]ª / ;flDnªsf] d[To' eO;s]sf] ePklg 8f]Nkfaf6} 
csf]{ ;'vb ;dfrf/ cfO;s]sf] 5 . h]af]/f]ª / ;flDnªsf] 
3fF6Ldf :of6]nfO6 sn/ h8fg ul/Psf] b'O{ jif{kl5 @)&* h]7df  
;+/If0fsdL{n] 8f]Nkf]d}F yk b'O{ efn] lxpF lrt'jf ;dft]/ ltgsf] 
3fF6Ldf :of6]nfO6 sn/ nufpg ;kmn ePsf 5g\ . clxn] 
#,^)) ld6/ prfOsf] 8f]Nkf]sf] ;fNbfª If]qaf6 ;dfltPsf cGbfhL  
& jif{sf] 3f+u|L 3fkL Xo'n -#& lsnf]u|fd_ / ^ jif{sf] nf+Uo]g  
-#* lsnf]u|fd_ :j:y /x]sf] / ;fdfGo ljr/0f ul//x]sf] kfOPsf] 
5 . 

ljZj jGohGt' sf]if g]kfnsf k|d'v 8f= 3gZofd u'?ªsf] ljrf/df 
g]kfndf lxpF lrt'jfaf/] cem} w]/} cWoogsf] vfFrf] 5 . pgsf ljrf/
df kz' rf}kfofdfly lxpF lrt'jfåf/f a]nf a]nf eO/xg] 3fts cfqmd0f 
7"nf] r'gf}ltsf] ?kdf /x]sf] 5M …kz' rf}kfofdfly x'g] o:tf 7"nf 
cfqmd0fs} sf/0f lxpF lrt'jf arfpg] r'gf}lt ylkPsf] 5 . xfdLn] ca 
ls;fgnfO{ lbOg] /fxt / Ifltk"lt{ tyf aLdfsf] b/ / bfo/f a9fpg 
cfjZos 5 . To;kl5 dfq lxpF lrt'jfdfly x'g] k|Tofqmd0fdf sdL 
cfpg ;S5 .Ú 

ufOj:t' u'dfPsf ls;fgx?nfO{ ;/sf/L /fxt sfo{qmdn] d2t 
u/]sf] 5 . kz'wg aLdf sfo{qmdx? klg la:tf/} la:tf/ x'Fb}  
5g\ . cem} klg 8f]Nkf] jf dflyNnf] d':tfªh:tf ljs6 If]qdf /x]sf 
s[ifsx? ;/sff/L ;/sf/L sfof{nox?df hfg / /fxt jf aLdf 
Kofs]hx? bfaL ug{ cfjZos sfuhL k|lqmofsf nflu Jojxfl/s 
sl7gfO{x? ef]Ub}5g\ .

-nfdf] ;do aLaL;Ldf sfd u/]sf kqsf/ ;'/]Gb| km'ofnn ljut b'O{ bzseGbf 
a9L ;dob]lv k|s[lt, ;dfh, dxfdf/L / e"/fhgLltnufotsf ljifodf lg/Gt/ 
snd rnfpb} cfO/x]sf 5g\._ 
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•  Snow Leopards are found only in twelve countries 
in the world, they are; Nepal, China, India, Bhutan, 
Mongolia, Russia, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan.

•  It is believed that 4500 to 7500 Snow Leopards exist 
in the wild. However, some believe even less than 
that. 

•  In Nepal, the estimated population of Snow Leopard 
is between 301 and 400 (Source: Snow Leopard 
Conservation Action Plan of Nepal 2017-2021). 

•  The Langu valley of Shey-Phoksundo National Park 
supports the highest density of Snow Leopard (10 to 
12 Snow Leopards per 100 square km) in Nepal. 

•  Snow leopard is listed as Vulnerable species in the 
IUCN’s Red Data Book and also included in the 
Appendix-1 of the CITES. 

•  Nepal’s National Parks and Wildlife Conservation 
Act 1973 has listed Snow Leopard as a protected 
priority species. As per this Act’s 5th amendment 
2016., it is illegal to hunt the protected priority 
species including snow leopard. Any effort of 
poaching, smuggling snow leopard’s body parts, or 
hurting them is not tolerated by law and, if anyone 
found guilty of poaching, hurting snow leopard and 
trading of its body parts will be punished with penalty 
of Rs. 5,00,000 to Rs. 10,00,000 or 5-15 years of 
imprisonment or both.

Facts about  SNOW LEOPARD
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•  lxpF lrt'jf ljZjsf !@ b]zx¿ g]kfn, rLg, ef/t, e'6fg,  
d+uf]lnof, /lzof, ckmuflg:tfg, kfls:tfg, sfhls:tfg, 
ls/luh:tfg, tfhls:tfg, pHj]ls:tfgdf dfq kfOG5 .

•  ljZel/df $,%)) b]lv &,%)) ;Ddsf] ;ª\Vofdf lxpF lrt'jf 
ePsf] cg'dfg ul/Psf] 5 . tfklg s]xLn] o;sf] ;ª\Vof 
o;eGbf sd atfPsf 5g\  .

•  g]kfndf #)! b]lv $)) ;Dd lxpFlrt'jf ePsf] cg'dfg  
ul/Psf] 5 -;|f]t M g]kfnsf] lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0 If0f sfo{of]hgf 
@)!&–@)@!_ .

•  g]kfnel/df z]–kmf]S;'08f] /fli6«o lgs'~hsf] nf+u' pkTosfdf 
lxpF lrt'jfsf] ;a}eGbf a9L 3gTj -!)) ju{ ls=ld=df !)–!@ 
j6f lxpF lrt'jf ePsf] kfOPsf] 5 .

•  lxpF lrt'jf cfO{o";LPg /]8 ln:6df ;+j]bgzLn jGohGt'sf] 
>]0fLdf /flvPsf] 5 eg] ;fOl6;sf] cg';"lr ! df ;dfj]z  
ul/Psf] 5 .

•  g]kfnsf] /fli6«o lgs'~h tyf jGohGt' ;+/If0f P]g @)@
( n] lxpF lrt'jfnfO{ k|fyldstfsf ;fy ;+/lIft jGohGt'sf] 
;"lrdf /fv]sf] 5 . o; P]gsf] kfFrf}+ ;+zf]wg @)&# n]  
lxpF lrt'jf nufotsf ;+/lIft k|fyldstfsf jGohGt'sf] 
lzsf/ ug{ k"0f{tM lgif]w u/]sf] 5 . s;}n] o;nfO{ u}/sfg'gL  
tl/sf/n] df/], 3fOt] agfP, o;sf] z/L/sf] s'g}klg  
cª\unfO{ lsga]r u/] ?= %,)),)))÷– b]lv ?=!),)),)))÷– 
hl/jfgf jf kfFr b]lv !% jif{;Ddsf] h]n ;hfo jf b'j} k|sf/sf] 
;hfosf] eflubf/ x'g'kg]{ Joj:yf u/]sf] 5 .

lxp“ lrt'jfaf/] tYo

Source: DNPWC/2021
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Musk deers, Red foxes  
discovered on a  
forest patrol

A total of 179 traps set up by poachers has been 
discovered in the high grasslands of Lupra, Baragung 
Muktikshetra Rural Municipality 1, in Mustang in 
November 3, 2021. Also found were a live musk deer, 
five dead ones and two dead red foxes. The traps and 
animals were discovered during a joint forest patrol 
carried out by Annapurna Conservation Area Project 
(ACAP), Conservation Management Committee, 
Mustang, Janapath police and Armed Police Force. 

Musk deers are a natural prey of snow leopards in the 
region. According to Rishi Baral, office in-charge of 
NTNC/ACAP-Jomsom, the patrol team rescued and 
then released the live musk deer back to its natural 
habitat. “The patrol was carried out on a tip off,” says 
Baral. Mr. Lhakpa Tashi Gurung, secretary of ACAP’s 
Lupra Office, surmises that the poachers took the 

jgu:tLdf k]mnf k/]  

s:t'/L / /ftf]  
ˆofp/f]x¿

@)&* sflt{s !& ut], d':tfª lhNnfsf] af/fu'ª d'lQmIf]q 

ufpFkflnsf j8f g+= !, n'k|fsf] pRr 3fF;] d}bfgdf cj}w jGohGt' 

lzsf/Ln] yfk]sf] kf;f]df k/]sf] Pp6f lhpFbf] s:t'/L, kfFr  

d/]sf s:t'/L, b'O{ d/]sf /ftf] ˆofp/f] ;lxt !&( yfg kf;f]  

k]mnf k/]sf] lyof] . cGgk"0f{ ;+/If0f If]q cfof]hgf -PSofk_,  

;+/If0f Jojf:yfkg ;ldlt d'lStgfy, hgky k|x/L / ;z:q  

k|x/Lsf] ;+o'Qm jgu:tLn] h+undf kf;f] ;lxt hLljt / d[t 

jGohGt' k]mnf kf/]sf] lyof] . 

s:t'/L o; e]udf lxpF lrt'jfsf] k|fs[lts cfxf/f k|hflt xf] . 

u:tL 6f]nLn] kf;f]df k/]sf] lhpFbf] s:t'/LnfO{ p2f/ u/L k|fs[lts 

cj:yfdf k'gM:yfkgf ul/lbPsf] hf]d;f]dl:yt /fli6«o k|s[lt  

;+/If0f sf]if–cGgk'0f{ ;+/If0f If]q cfof]hgfsf sfof{no k|d'v 

Content/Photo by Niraj Thakali

opportunity at a time when regular forest patrol was 
discontinued due to coronavirus pandemic. “To prevent 
these kinds of incidents, the three tiers of government 
should initiate further actions as soon as possible,” 
Gurung says.

As the incidents of poaching increased in Raniban forest, 
a high pastureland nestled on Khampa camp of Lupra 
village, a team led by Chief District Officer (CDO)  
Mr. Netra Sharma, Deputy Superintendent of Police 
(DSP) of Armed Police Force, officer in-charge 
of NTNC-ACAP, Mustang, members of Jomsom 
Conservation  Area Management Committee, media 
persons had engaged themselves in  wildlife monitoring 
in Jomsom area.                                                                                  

Clif a/fnn] atfP . …ljz]if ;"rgfsf] cfwf/df jg u:tL uPsf] 

xf]Ú, a/fn eG5g\ . n'k|fl:yt cGgk"0f{ ;+/If0f If]q Joj:yfkg 

;ldlt d'lStgfysf ;lrj NxfSkf 6;L u'?ªn] sf]le8sf] 

;dodf lgoldt jg u:tL ug{ g;s]sf] df}sf 5f]kL t:s/x?n] 

of] 36gf 36fPsf] x'g;Sg] cg'dfg ub{5g\ . …o:tf] 36gfsf]  

/f]syfdsf] lgldQ ;+l3o ;/sf/, k|b]z  / :yfgLo ;/sf/n] 

oyf;So l56f] sfjf{xL k|s[of cl3 a9fpg' kb{5Ú, u'?ª eG5g\ .

n'k|f ufpFsf] vDkf SofDkdfly kg]{ pRr vs{ /fgLjg 

h+undf jGohGt' t:s/x¿n] kf;f] yfKg], rf]/L lzsf/  

ug]{ 36gf a9]kl5 lhNnfsf k|d'v lhNnf clwsf/L g]q 

zdf{sf] g]t[Jjdf k|x/L gfoj pkl/Ifs, ;z:q k|x/L gfoj  

pkl/Ifs, Pg6LPg;L–PSofk, d':tfª, sfof{no k|d'v,  

;+/If0f If]q Joj:yfkg ;ldlt hf]d;f]dsf ;b:o, ;~rf/sdL{ 

nufotn] hf]d;f]d If]qdf jGohGt' cg'udgdf cfk}m h'6]sf lyP .  

news
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Rinzin Phunjok Lama, a field biologist active in 
researching the snow leopard and other Himalayan 
wildlife, has received the world renowned Rolex 
Award for Enterprise. The award is considered a 
matter of prestige in the conservation sector. Rinzin is 
the first Nepali to get the Rolex Award. Prior to this, 
Dr. Rodney Jackson had received the award for a snow 
leopard project which was conducted in rural Langu 
valley of Mugu district in Karnali province. Rodney 
had conducted research on snow leopards roaming in 
Mugu’s Lagu valley, between 1981 and 1985, by radio-
collaring them. Rinzin is a field biologist mentored by 
Rodney. He has done various research on wildlife with 
Rodney’s technical and financial help. 

Rinzin has experienced of  surveying the Himalayan pika 
in Mustang, Pallas’s cat in Manang and Mustang, Snow 
leopard in Manang and Humla, and the livestock loss 
caused by the predators in Sagarmatha National Park.

With the Rolex Award, which comes with a cash purse 
of Rs 25.5 million, Rinzin has started  a project, entitled 
“Local Initiatives for Biodiversity Conservation at 
Nepal’s Trans Himalaya,” which focuses on Simikot and 
Namkha rural municipalities in Humla. Rinzin expects 
that the project will improve the locals’ livelihoods and 
biodiversity conservation in the area.

Rinzin got a bachelor’s degree in science from Nepal 
and has secured a master’s degree in international 

Rinzin wins 
Rolex Award

nature conservation from universities in Germany and 
New Zealand. The Conservation Director of Third Pole 
Conservancy, Rinzin is also associated with Mountain 
Spirit. He had received a conservation award from 
WWF Nepal in 2020. 

“The main aim of this project is to conduct research 
on snow leopard and other endangered wildlife,” says 
Rinzin. “The project will conduct capacity-building 
trainings for locals, form conservation units at the local 
level, interact with small-scale farmers and shepherds 
about the possibilities of generating income in the 
area, and boost Yak’s productivity, upgrade its product 
and help to market it.” Humla also has a potential for 
beekeeping and the honey is being sold at national 
and international markets. “The project will also 
research about the scattered apiculture enterprises 
and how they could contribute to the locals’ livelihood; 
centralize and institutionalize honey production; ensure 
the product’s quality and explore opportunities for its 
development,” says Rinzin. “Rolex is a start. The award 
has helped me in laying the foundation of the project 
to conserve wildlife and help in sustainable livelihood, 
something I’ve been thinking of for long,” he says. “We 
need to plot a long journey for wildlife conservation and 
livelihood development in Humla. For that, cooperation 
of stakeholders, institutions and like-minded individuals, 
is essential.” 
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l/l~hgn] hLt] 
/f]n]S; k'/:sf/ 
lxpF lrt'jf / cGo lxdfnL jGohGt'x¿sf] cg';Gwfgdf ;lqmo lkmN8 

hLjzf:qL l/l~hg k'm~hf]s nfdfn] ljZj k|l;4 /f]n]S; cjf8{ km/  

OG6/k|fOh k'/:sf/ k|fKt u/]sf 5g\ . of] k'/:sf/nfO{ ;+/If0f If]qsf] 

klg k|ltli7t dflgG5 . /f]n]S; k'/:sf/ kfpg] l/l~hg klxnf] g]kfnL  

x'g\ . o; cl3 g]kfnsf nflu 8f= /8\gL HofS;gn] s0ff{nLsf] d'u' lhNnfdf 

;~rfng u/]sf] lxpF lrt'jf cfof]hgfsf] nflu /f]n]S; k'/:sf/ k|fKt u/]sf 

lyP . /8\gLsf] ;d"xn] lj=;+= @)#* ;fnb]lv @)$@ ;Dd s0ff{nLsf] d'u'sf] 

nf+u' pkTosfdf jgdf ljr/0f ug]{ % j6f lxpF lrt'jfx¿nfO{ /]l8of] sn/ 

u/L cg';Gwfg u/]sf] lyof] . l/l~hg /8\gLaf6} k|lzlIft lkmN8 hLjzf:qL  

x'g\ . pgn] /8\gLs} k|fljlws / jLlQo ;xof]udf jGohGt' ;DaGwL ljleGg 

cWoog\ tyf cg';Gwfgx? ul/;s]sf 5g\ . 

l/l~hg;Fu d':tfªdf 7"6] v/fof]sf] ;e]{If0f, dgfª / d':tfªdf kNnf;  

la/fnf]sf] ;e]{If0f, dgfª / x'Dnfdf lxpF lrt'jfsf] ;e]{If0f / ;u/dfyf /

fli6«o lgs'~hdf k/eIfL jGohGt'af6 3/kfn'jf j:t' Iflt ;DaGwL ;e]{If0f  

ul/;s]sf] cg'ej 5 . 

sl/a @ s/f]8 %% nfv /fzLsf] /f]n]S; k'/:sf/sf] /sdaf6 l/l~hgn] 

x'Dnfsf] l;ldsf]6 / gfDvf ufpFkflnsfx¿nfO{ nlIft u/L cfof]hgf 

;~rfng u/]sf 5g\ h;sf] gfd …nf]sn Olgl;Pl6E; km/ afof]8fOel;{6L 

sGh/e];g P6 g]kfN; 6«fG; lxdfnoÚ cyf{t\ …pRr lxdfnL If]qsf] h}ljs 

ljljwtf ;+/If0fdf :yfgLo ;xeflutfÚ lbOPsf] 5 . cfof]hgfn] To; If]qsf]  

h}ljs ljljwtf ;+/If0f / :yfgLosf] hLljsf]kfh{gdf ;'wf/ x'g] ck]Iff  

l/l~hgsf] 5 . 

g]kfns} b'u{d lxdfnL lhNnf x'Dnfaf6af;L l/l~hgn] g]kfnaf6 lj1fg 

;+sfodf :gfts / hd{gL / Go"lhn}08af6 cGt/f{li6«o k|s[lt ;+/If0fdf :gftsf]Q/ tx plt0f{ u/]sf 5g\ . y8{ kf]n sGh/e]G;Lsf  

;+/If0f lgb]{zs pgL lxdfnL hf]z gfds ;+:yf;Fu klg cfj2 5g\ . l/l~hgn] lj=;+= @)&& ;fndf 8An'8An'Pkm g]kfnaf6 ;+/If0f k'/:sf/ 

kfPsf lyP . 

…of] cfof]hgfsf] d'Vo nIo g} lxpF lrt'jf nufot cGo ;+/lIft jGohGt' ljifos cg';Gwfgx¿ ug]{ xf]Ú l/l~hg eG5g\, …:yfgLox?sf] 

Ifdtf clej[l4 ug{ tflndx¿ ug]{, :yfgLo :t/df ;+/If0f OsfO{x¿ lgdf{0f ug]{, s[lifdf cfwfl/t ;fgf s[ifs / uf]7fnfx¿;Fu To;  

If]qsf] ;Defljt cfocfh{gsf ljifox?df cGts[{of ug]{, ofssf] pTkfbgnfO{ a9fpg, :t/f]Gglt ug{, Jofkfl/s lrGx / ahf/Ls/0f ug{ 

;3fpg] sfd o; cfof]hgfn] ug]{ 5Ú, l/l~hg eG5g\ . x'Dnfdf :yfgLo dx pTkfbgsf] /fd|f] ;Defjgf 5 / o;sf] ljleGg a|f08x¿df 

/fli6«o / cGt/f{li6«o ahf/df laqmL x'g] u/]sf] 5 . …5l/P/ /x]sf dx Joj;fox?sf] cWoog\ ug]{, To;n] :yfgLo hLljfsf]kfh{gnfO{ 

k'¥ofpg ;Sg] ;xof]usf] cg';Gwfg ug]{, dx pTkfbgnfO{ ;+:yfut / PssLs[t ug]{, To;sf] u'0f:t/ ;'lglZrt ug]{ / pBf]usf] 

?kdf ljsf; ug]{ ;Defjgf klg of] cfof]hgfdf x]g]{5f}+Ú, l/l~hg eG5g\ . …/f]n]S; z'?jft xf] . d}n] x'Dnfsf] h}ljs ljljwtf ;+/If0f / 

lbuf] hLljsf]kfh{gdf ;3fpg w]/} cl3b]lv a'Gb} cfO/x]sf] of]hgfsf] hu a;fNg /f]n]S; k'/:sf/n] ;3fPsf] 5Ú, l/l~hg eG5g\, …x'Dnfsf]  

h}ljs ljljwtf ;+/If0f / :yfgLo hLljsf]kfh{gsf] ljsf;sf] nflu xfdLn] nfd} ofqf to ug'{k5{ . To;sf] nflu ;/f]sf/jfnf JolQm / 

;+3;+:yfx?sf] ;xsfo{ h?/L 5 .Ú 
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;dfrf/

lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fdf 
;Gbe{ k':tssf] k|of]u
lxpF lrt'jf jf;:yfg If]qsf] ;d'bfox¿df lxpF lrt'jfnfO{ a'emfpg / a'‰g klxnf] k6s 

lxpF lrt'jfdf cfwfl/t ljBfno:t/Lo ;Gbe{ k':ts …;+/If0f lzIffÚ sf] k|of]u ul/Psf] 5 .  

g]kfnsf] /fli6«o lgs'~h tyf jGohGt' ;+/If0f ljefun] :gf] n]k8{ sGh/e]G;L / 6]sf ;d"x 

g]kfnsf] cfly{s / k|fljlws ;xof]udf sIff ;ft / cf7nfO{ nlIft b'O{j6f ;Gbe{ k':tsx¿ 

k|sfzg u/]sf] xf] . 

oL k':tsx¿df %–% ljifoj:t'x¿ /x]sf 5g\ h;nfO{ lxdfnL lhNnfx¿ d':tfª / tfKn]h'ªsf 

% ufpFkflnsfx¿sf !@ j6f :yfgLo ljBfnox¿df kl/If0f k|of]usf] ?kdf z}lIfs jif{ @)&*  

b]lv k|of]u ul/Psf] 5 . k':tsx¿nfO{ x/]s xKtf ! 306L cWofkg u/fOG5 . 

k':tsx¿sf] k|of]u cl3 d':tfª / tfKn]h'ª lhNnfx¿sf ;b/d'sfdx¿df ;DalGwt 

ljBfnosf lzIfs, ljBfyL{, ljBfno Joj:yfkg ;ldlt / kflnsfx¿sf lzIff OsfO{ 

k|ltlglwx¿ dfem lkmN8 kl/If0f ul/Psf] lyof] . 

k':tsx¿ ;+/If0f lzIffsdL{ clgn clwsf/Ln] n]v]sf x'g\ . pgL lxpF lrt'jf klqsfsf 

;Dkfbsx? dWo]sf Ps x'g\ . clgnn] o; cl3 n]v]sf] xfa|] ;+/If0fdf cfwfl/t …;+/If0f lzIffÚ 

efu ! / @, tfKn]h'ª, kfFry/ / Onfdsf ljleGg @& ljBfnox?df sIff ^ / & df :yfgLo  

kf7\ok':tsx?sf ?kdf k|of]u ul/Psf 5g\ . 

A school-level reference book entitled ‘Conservation Education’, has been 
used for the first time to make locals aware about snow leopards around 
their habititats. Two reference books, aimed for grades 7 and 8, were 
published by the Department of National Parks and Wildlife Conservation, 
with financial and technical assistance from Snow Leopard Conservancy and 
Teka Samuha Nepal. 

The books include five tables of content each, which have been used as a 
trial at 12 local schools in five rural municipalities in the Himalayan districts 
Mustang and Taplejung from 2021. The books are taught for one period in 
a week. 

Prior to this, books related to conservation were field-tested amid a group 
of students, teachers, school’s management committee representatives and 
area education unit representatives in Mustang and Taplejung districts.

Conservation Educationist Anil Adhikari has written these books. He is one 
of the Editors of the Snow Leopard Magazine. Prior to this, two of his books 
which were focused on red panda conservation, entitled “Conservation 
Education” are being used in 27 schools in Ilam, Panchthar and Taplejung 
districts for grade 6 & 7.  

Reference books used in  
snow leopard Conservation
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A one-day art workshop was held in Kalinchowk-3, 
Singati, Dolakha District on April 3, 2021. Kalinag 
Secondary School hosted the program entitled ‘A need 
of livestock insurance to minimize the Snow leopard 
conflict in GCAP area’. The workshop was financially 
and technically supported by NTNC-GCAP and 
Snow Leopard Conservancy. Altogether 15 students 

@)&& r}q @! Uft] bf]nvf lhNnfl:yt sfln~rf]s #, l;ª\u6Ldf 

Ps lbg] lrqsnf uf]i7L cfof]hgf ul/of] . uf}/Lz+s/ ;+/If0f  

If]qdf lxpF lrt'jfsf] åGå Go"gLs/0fsf nflu kz'wg aLdf lzif{sdf 

ul/Psf] uf]i7L sflngfu df= ljBfnon] cfof]hgf u/]sf] lyof] . 

uf]i7LnfO{ /fli6«o k|s[lt ;+/If0f sf]if–uf}/Lz+s/ ;+/If0f If]q tyf 

- Sanchita Budhathoki
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based art workshop held at

Gaurishanker Conservation Area
Snow Leopard

took part in the art workshop. ‘The objective of the 
workshop was to help students to understand the 
Snow Leopard conservation issues such as; livestock 
insurance for conservation and, human wildlife conflict 
mitigation’, says Aarati Khatri, one of the facilitators of 
the workshop. The workshop also aimed to provide a 
platform for students to showcase their art skills like 
drawing and painting.

uf}/L z+s/ ;+/If0f If]qdf  
lxpF lrt'jf ljifos lrqsnf sfo{zfnf 

:gf] n]k8{ sGh/e]G;Ln] ljlQo Pj+ k|fljlws ;xof]udf ;DkGg 

eof] h;df !% hgf ljBfyL{x? ;xefuL ePsf lyP . …uf]i7Lsf]  

p2]Zo ljBfyL{x?nfO{ ;+/If0fsf nflu kz'wg aLdf, dfgj jGohGt' 

åGå Go"gLs/0fh:tf lxpF lrt'jf ljifos ljleGg ;jfnx¿sf af/]

df a'emfpg] lyof]Ú, uf]i7Lsf Ps ;xhstf{ cf/tL vqL elG5g\ . 

ljBfyL{x¿df cGtlg{lxt lrqsnf ;Lk phfu/ ug{ pko'Qm :yfg 

k|bfg ug]{klg uf]i7Lsf] p2]Zo /x]sf] lyof] .
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Conservation stakeholders in Nepal have celebrated 
the snow leopard day on October 23, 2021. Different 
activities were organized in several places of Mustang 
and Taplejung districts. These districts have prime 
habitats for snow leopards in Nepal.

Taplejung District

A school level quiz contest was organized in the Nepal’s 
Himalaya region by Himali Conservation Forum (HCF) 
on the occasion. The Snow Leopard Day event was 
held at Sarswoti Higher Secondary School at Sikaicha 
in Sirijangha Rural Municipality, Taplejung, Nepal. The 
quiz contest was organized within 4 different groups 
formed within the school. In the contest, 16 participants 
from class 6 to 10 grades (12 girls/4 boys) participated. 
Altogether 60 questions related to conservation and 
snow leopard were asked. The activity was held in 
partnership with the Department of National Parks 
and Wildlife Conservation (DNPWC), Snow Leopard 
Conservancy (SLC) and Teka Samuha Nepal. “Such 
activity helps in developing a positive mindset in 
students and teachers along with generate awareness 
on snow leopard and biodiversity conservation of 
particular area”, says Ramesh Rai, Field Coordinator of 
community-based snow leopard conservation program 
in Taplejung and also an executive director of HCF. 
Tapiwa Limbu, Sarita Khadga, Dipendra Bista and Anish 
Khadga of Annapurna Group got first position in the 
program. “We are very proud to have this opportunity 
to take part in this event”, said Tapiwa Limbu. 

Mustang District 

On the snow leopard day October 23, local schools 
in Mustang namely Janahit secondary school, Jomsom, 
Janawal secondary school, Marpha and Janakalyan 
secondary school, Syang separately organized rallies 
with students of class 6, 7 & 8 participating. More 
than 100 people including students, teachers and 
local conservationists joined in the rallies. Similarly, 
Dhaulagiri residential secondary school, Jomsom and 
Lupra residential secondary school organized an art 
competition and cleaning program. 

Teka Samuha Nepal coordinated the activities. 
National Trust for Nature Conservation-Annapurna 
Conservation Area Project and Snow Leopard 
Conservancy technically provided technical and 
financial support to carry out these events in Mustang.

The schools are located within the jurisdiction of 
Gharapjhong Rural Municipality and Bharagung 
Muktichhetra Rural Municipality. 

 “During the rally, banner display and conservation 
slogan helped local people to understand snow leopard, 
its habitat and prey and conservation value”, said Niraj 
Thakali who is working as a field coordinator for 
community-based snow leopard conservation project 
implemented by Teka Samuha Nepal in partnership 
with Snow Leopard Conservancy.  The slogan for these 
activities was “Happy Snow Leopard Day: Join hands 
together and save the environment for snow leopard”.  

Snow Leopard Day 
Celebrations in Nepal

news

Content/Photo: Niraj Thakali, Teka Samuha Nepal/SLC-Mustang / Ramesh Rai, Himali Conservation Forum-Taplejung
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;+/If0fsf ;fe]mbf/x¿n] g]kfndf cS6f]a/ @# sf lbg lxpF lrt'jf 

lbj; dgfPsf 5g\ . ;f] qmddf d':tfª / tfKn]h'ª lhNnfsf 

ljleGg :yfgx¿df ljleGg lqmofsnfkx¿ cfof]hgf ul/Psf] 

lyof] . g]kfnsf] oL lhNnfx¿df lxpF lrt'jfsf d'Vo jf;:yfgx¿ 

5g\ .  

tfKn]h'ª lhNnf
lxpF lrt'jf lbj; cS6f]a/ @# sf lbg g]kfnsf] lxdfnL lhNnf  

tfKn]h'ªdf lxdfnL ;+/If0f d~rsf] cu'jfOdf ljBfno:t/Lo  

xflh/L hjfkm k|ltof]lutf cfof]hgf ul/of] . k|ltof]lutf tfKn]h'ªsf] 

l;l/h+3f ufpFkflnsf, l;+s}rfl:yt ;/:jlt pRr df=lj=df ;~rfng 

ul/Psf] lyof] . k|ltof]lutf ;f]xL ljBfnosf] $ leGg ;d"xsf 

sIff ^ b]lv !) sf ljBfyL{x¿aLr ul/Psf] lyof] h;df !^ hgf 

ljBfyL{x¿ -!@ 5fqf÷$ 5fq_ n] efu lnPsf lyP . k|ltof]lutfdf  

;+/If0f / lxpF lrt'jf ljifos hDdf ^) j6f k|Zgx¿ ;f]lwPsf]  

lyof] . k|ltof]lutf /fli6«o lgs'~h tyf jGohGt' ;+/If0f ljefu, 

:gf] n]k8{ sGh/e]G;L / 6]sf ;d"x g]kfn;Fu ;xsfo{df ;~rfng 

ul/Psf] lyof] . …o:tf] lqmofsnfkn] ljBfyL{ / lzIfsx¿df  

;sf/fTds ;f]+r ljsf; ug{ d2t ub{5 / ;DalGwt  

If]qsf] lxpF lrt'jf Pj+ h}ljs ljljwtf ;+/If0fdf r]tgf clej[l4 

ub{5Ú, ;d'bfodf cfwfl/t lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0f sfo{qmdsf lkmN8  

;+of]hs /d]z /fO{ eG5g\ . pgL lxdfnL ;+/If0f d~rsf sfo{sf/L 

clws[lt klg x'g\ . k|ltof]lutfsf] klxnf] :yfg tflkjf lnDa', ;l/tf  

v8\uf, lbk]Gb| lai6 / clgz v8\uf ;lDdlnt cGgk"0f{ ;bgn] xfl;n  

u/]sf] lyof] . …of] sfo{qmddf efu lng kfPsf]df xfdLnfO{  

uf}/jflGjt dxz'; ePsf] 5Ú, tflkjf lnDa'n] eg] .       

zAb÷t:jL/M lg/h ysfnL, 6]sf ;d"x g]kfn÷P;Pn;L–d':tfª ÷ /d]z /fO{, lxdfnL ;++/If0f d~r–tfKn]h'ª

d':tfª lhNnf
lxpF lrt'jf lbj; cS6f]a/ @# sf lbg d':tfªsf :yfgLo 

ljBfnox¿ qmdzM hglxt dflj, hf]d;f]d, hgjfn dflj, dfkmf{, 

hgsNof0f dflj= :ofª / n'k|f cfwf/e"t ljBfno, d'lQmgfyn] sIff 

^, & / * sf ljBfyL{x¿nfO{ ;xefuL u/fO{ 5'§f5'§} ¥ofnL cfof]

hgf u¥of] . ¥ofnLdf !)) eGbf a9L ljBfyL{, lzIfs tyf :yfgLo  

;+/If0fsdL{x?sf] ;xeflutf /x]sf] lyof] . To:t}, wf}nflu/L 

cfjf;Lo dflj, hf]d;f]d / n'k|f cfjf;Lo dfljn] lrqsnf / 

;/;kmfO{ cfof]hgf u/] . 

6]sf ;d"x g]kfnn] sfo{qmdsf] nflu ;+of]hg u/]sf] lyof] .  

/fli6«o k|s[lt ;+/If0f sf]if–cGgk"0f{ ;+/If0f If]q tyf :gf] n]k8{ 

sGh/e]G;Ln] sfo{qmdsf] nflu k|fljlws tyf cfly{s ;xof]u 

u/]sf] lyof] . 

d':tfªsf] hf]d;f]d, n'k|f / dfkmf{df ul/Psf] To:t}, hf]d;f]d  

/ n'k|fdf @ j6f ljBfnox?n] lxpF lrt'jf ljifos lrqsnf /  

hf]d;f]ddf ;/;kmfO{ sfo{qmd cfof]hgf ul/Psf] lyof] . 

oL ljBfnox¿ 3/kemf]+ª ufpFkflnsf / afx|u'ª d'lQmIf]q 

ufpFkflnsfsf] If]qflwsf/leq kb{5g\ . 

…¥ofnLdf ;+/If0fsf] gf/f ;lxtsf] Aofg/ k|b{zg ul/Psf] lyof] 

h;n] :yfgLo dflg;x¿nfO{ lxpF lrt'jf, p;sf] jf;:yfg,  

cfxf/f / ;+/If0fsf] dxTj a'‰g d2t u¥of] eGg] nfu]sf] 5Ú,  

lg/h ysfnL atfpF5g\ . pgL d':tfªdf ;~rflnt ;d'bfodf  

cfwfl/t lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0f sfo{qmdsf lkmN8 ;+of]hs x'g\ . 

sfo{qmd 6]sf ;d"x g]kfnn] :gf] n]k8{ sGh/e]G;L;Fusf] 

;xsfo{df ;~rfng ul//x]sf] 5 . plNnlvt ;a} sfo{qmdx¿sf] 

gf/f …lxpF lrt'jf lbj; v'lzofnL ;fy dgfcf}+M xftdf xft ldnfcf}+, 

lxpF lrt'jfsf] nflu jftfj/0f hf]ufcf}+Ú eGg] /x]sf] lyof] . 

g]kfndf dgfOof]  
lxpF lrt'jf lbj;
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lxdfn kfl/sf] lhNnf d':tfªsf] jf/fu'ª d'lQIf]q ufpFkflnsfsf] 

j8f g+ #, t]tfªdf :yfgLo kz'kfns s[ifs g;fSof u'?ªsf]  

!@ j6f Rofª\u|fx¿ lxpF lrt'jfn] dfl/lbof] . 36gf @)&* j}zfv  

!( ut] laxfg # ah]sf] xf] . o;af6 u'?ªsf] k|lt Rofªu|f ahf/ 

d"Nosf lx;fan] !# xhf/sf b/n] ! nfv %^ xhf/ ?k}ofF Iflt ePsf]  

e]6/Lg/L c:ktfn tyf kz';]jf lj¡f s]Gb|, d':tfªn] hgfPsf]  

5 . u'?ª kz'kfng afx]s s[ifL tyf hl8a'6L ;+sngdf klg ;+nUg 

5g\ .  

afx|j6f dfpF Rofªu|fx¿ / TfLgsf !! j6f aRrfx¿ ;lxt  

@# j6f pgn] kfNb} cfPsf lyP . dfpF / aRrfx¿nfO{ 5'6f5'6} vf]/df  

/flvPsf] lyof] h;sf sf/0f aRrfx¿ Iflt x'gaf6 eg]  

hf]luPsf 5g\ . 

Snow leopard  
killed one dozen goats

A snow leopard killed 12  goats reared by local farmer Mr. Nasakya Gurung, 
a native of Tetang, Baragung Muktichhetra Rural Municipality-3, in Mustang. 
The incident took place at 3 am on May 2, 2021. Total monetary loss has been 
estimated to be Rs156, 000, at the rate of Rs13, 000 per goat, according to 
Veterinary Hospital and Livestock Service Expert Center, Mustang. Besides 
animal husbandry, Gurung is also involved in agriculture and medicinal related 
herbs trade. 

He had been rearing 23  goats, including 12 mother goats and their 11 offspring. 
The mothers and offsprings were housed at separate corrals, which prevented 
the offsprings from getting harmed. 

ACAP’s officials immediately reached the incident site, prepared an incident  
report, and informed the victims and locals about relief amount and the 
process to getting it.  Since the incident took place within the Annapurna 
Conservation Area, Gurung will get compensation. The corral was a traditional 
mud construction fenced from all sides with only one gate, from which the snow 
leopard appears to have entered. Gurung had been trading goats in Pokhara 
during Dashain partnering  with his friends, while some locals used to purchase 
the goats from him at the village. 

It appears that while the snow leopard attempted to kill a goat, other goats ran around the corral in panic and 
produced a lot of noise, that made the snow leopard unable to get out, and it began killing other goats that came 
in front of the nervous cat. 

news

(Baral is the office in-charge of NTNC-ACAP, Jomsom.)
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- Rishi  Baral

– Clif a/fn

lxpF lrt'jfn] df¥of] bh{g Rofª\u|fx¿
36gf nuQ} cGgk"0f{ ;+/If0f If]q cfof]hgfsf] sd{rf/L tTsfn 

36gf:yn k'u]/ 36gfsf] k|s[lt d'Rf'Nsf tof/ u/L /fxt /sdsf] 

k|s[ofsf] af/]df kLl8t / :yfgLonfO{ hfgsf/L u/fPsf lyP . 

cGGfk"0f{ ;+/If0f If]qleq kg]{ ePsf]n] kLl8t kz'kfns u'?ªn] 

cfof]hgfaf6 /fxt /sd Ifltk"lt{ kfpg] 5g\ . ufpFsf] glhs}  

k'/fgf] a:tLdf df6f]sf] rf/}lsNnf 3]l/Psf] k/Dk/fut vf]/ 

ePklg Psflt/af6 dfq l5g]{ af6f] lyof] h;af6 lxpF lrt'jf l5/]/  

Rofª\u|fx¿nfO{ df/]sf] b]lvG5 . u'?ªn] c? ;fyL;Fu ldn]/  

bz}sf] a]nf kf]v/f;Dd nu]/ Rofª\u|f a]Rb} cfO/x]sf lyP eg] s]xL 

:yfgLon] ufpFd} klg pgL;Fu Rofª\u|f lsGg] u/]sf lyP . 

lxpF lrt'jf vf]/df k;]/ Pp6f dfq Rofª\u|f dfg{ kg]{ xf] t/ ToxfF 

ePsf Rofª\u|fj:t' 8/n] s/fpb} vf]/df bf}8g yfNbf lxpF lrt'jf 

klg 8/fP/, cflQP/ aflx/ lg:sg g;s]/ cufl8 ePsf x/]snfO{ 

dfg{ yfn]sf] x'g'kb{5 . 

-a/fn, Pg6LPg;L–PSofk, hf]d;f]dsf sfof{no k|d'v x'g\ ._

 Photo:  Rishi Baral, NTNC - ACAP
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Three snow 
leopards 
test positive for 
coronavirus
A female snow leopard named ‘NeeCee’ has tested 
positive for Covid-19 at the Louisville Zoo in Kentucky, 
USA.

According to CNN another big cats species have 
been  tested positive for coronavirus and that is  snow 
leopards. It's the sixth animal species confirmed to have 
been infected with the virus after human contact. 

Two males and a female snow leopard tested positive for 
the virus at the Louisville Zoo. The zoo administration 
and the US Department of Agriculture's Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection Service confirmed.

According to Louisville Zoo director John Walczak, 
the female's infection was confirmed first. All three 
leopards, whose symptoms were "mild" and include 
wheezes and dry coughs, are expected to fully recover.

The leopards were likely infected by an asymptomatic 
staff member "despite precautions taken by the zoo," 
the USDA's Animal and Plant Health Inspect Service 
said.

It's unlikely that the leopards -- or other animals -- pose 
a significant risk in transmitting the virus to humans, as 
Covid-19 is primarily spread between people.

The snow leopards are one of at least six animal species 
to become infected with coronavirus after close contact 
with humans. The first was a Malayan tiger at the Bronx 
Zoo in New York, who in April tested positive for 
coronavirus after showing symptoms of respiratory 
illness. By the end of the month, four tigers and three 
African lions, tested positive for the virus.

A small number of dogs and cats have been infected 
with the virus in the US, according to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention. In animal cases, 
coronavirus isn't deadly, though coronavirus outbreaks 
at fur farms in the US and abroad have killed thousands 
of Mink.

- Scottie Andrew, CNN 

tLgj6f lxpF lrt'jfx¿df  
sf]/f]gf efO/; b]lvof]

;+o'Qm /fHo cd]l/sfsf] s]G6sLl:yt nf]pO:eLNn] lrl8of3/

df …lgSsLÚ gfdsL kf]yL lxpF lrt'jf kl/If0fsf] qmddf sf]le8  

;ª\qmd0fdf k/]sf] k'i6L eof] .

;LPgPgsf] cg';f/ csf{ 7"nf la/fnf k|hfltdf sf]/f]gf efO/;sf] 

kl/If0f kf]lhl6j b]lvPsf] 5 / of] k6s eg] glthf lxpF lrt'jfx¿df 

b]lvPsf] xf] . dflg;sf] ;Dks{af6 5}7f}+ hgfj/sf] ?kdf lxpF 

lrt'jfx?df sf]/f]gfefO/;sf] ;ª\qmd0f ;/]sf] k'li6 ePsf] xf] . 

b'O{ efn]x¿ / Ps kf]yL lxpF lrt'jf nf]pO:eLNn] lrl8of3/df  

kl/If0fsf] qmddf sf]/f]gf ;ª\qmldt kfOPsf x'g\ . lrl8of3/ 

k|zf;g / cd]l/sfsf] s[lif ljefu cGtu{tsf] Plgdn P08 KnfG6 

x]Ny OG;k]mSzg ;le{;n] To;nfO{ k'li6 u/]sf] xf] . 

nf]pO:eLNn] lrl8of3/sf lgb]{zs hf]g jfNSHofssf cg'zf/ 

z'?df kf]yL lxpF lrt'jfsf] sf]/f]gf k'i6L ul/Psf] lyof] . tLgj6} 

lxpF lrt'jfx¿df …;fdfGoÚ nIf0fx¿ b]lvPsf] lyof] h:t}M :jfF :jfF  

ug]{, ;'Vvf vf]sL cflb / logLx? k"/} tª\u|Lg] cfzf pgL /fVb5g\ . 

;fjwfgL ckgfpFbf ckgfpFb} klg lxpF lrt'jfx¿ /f]usf] nIf0f g} 

gePsf] sd{rf/Laf6 ;ª\qmldt ePsf] cd]l/sfsf] s[lif ljefu 

cGtu{tsf] Plgdn P08 KnfG6 x]Ny OG;k]mSzg ;le{;n] 

hgfPsf] 5 . 

lxpF lrt'jfx? / cGo hgfj/x¿n] dflg;x¿nfO{ /f]u  

;fg]{ ;Defjgf 5}g a? sf]le8 d'Vo?kdf dflg;x?af6 dflg;df 

g} ;b}{5 . 

lxpF lrt'jfx¿ ljleGg ^ hgfj/ k|hfltx? dWo] Ps x'g\ hf] 

dflg;;Fu glhssf] ;Dks{ ePsf] sf/0f sf]le8 ;ª\qmd0fdf 

kg{ k'u]sf 5g\ . ;+qmldt klxnf] hgfj/df Go"of]s{ l:yt a|GS; 

lrl8of3/sf] dnfog af3 lyof] hf] :jf;k|Zjf;sf] ;d:ofsf] 

nIf0f;Fu} kl/If0f k'li6 ePsf]  lyof] . dlxgfsf] cGTo;Dddf t 

lrl8of3/sf 7"nf la/fnf k|hfltx¿dWo] rf/ af3x¿ / tLg clk|msg 

l;+xx¿df sf]le8 ;+qmd0f k'li6 eof] . 

/f]u lgoGq0f Pj+ /f]syfd s]Gb|sf cg';f/ cd]l/sfdf ;fgf] 

;+Vofdf s's'/ / la/fnf]x¿klg sf]/f]gfefO/;af6 ;+qmldt ePsf 

5g\ . hgfj/x¿sf] xsdf, sf]/f]gf ;ª\qmd0f Tolt 8/nfUbf]  

x}g, tfklg cd]l/sf / ljb]zdf u/L hgfj/sf] e'jf pTkfbg ug]{ 

kmd{x¿df xhf/f}+sf] ;+Vofdf ld+sx¿ sf]/f]gfefO/; ;+ª\qmd0faf6 

dfl/Psf 5g\ . 
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On May 16, 2021, a team of 30 people including officials 
from Shey Phoksundo National Park, WWF Nepal, 
National Trust for Nature Conservation, Veterenary 
technician from Chitwan National Park and like-
minded people and local citizen scientists working on 
snow leopard conservation were involved in a collaring 
project. The research was held at  Nijal village at the 
Shey-Phoksundo National Park’s Saldang block where 
they trapped an adult snow leopard on May 19. The cat, 
presumed to be of about seven years, was trapped at 
Rapka, 3925m, and was equipped with GPS collar. The 
snow leopard has been named Ghangri Ghapi Hiul.

Likewise, on May 26, in Dhora, also in Saldang block, 
3719m an adult male snow leopard of about six years 
was also equipped with a collar. The snow leopard has 
been named Lhangken.

To make the installation of satellite telemetry more 
effective this time, an automatic trap inspection 
technology called Orbis used in Mongolia has been used 
in Nepal for the first time. Both the snow leopard’s 
blood sample has been taken to study their genetics 
and to prepare a DNA profile.

Based on information received from the satellite and 
field monitoring facts about both the leopards equipped 
with the collar have been studied. The data so far show 

that they roam an area from around 3069m to 4960m. 
Ghangri Ghapi Hiul covered 24 km in seven days while 
Lhangken covered 2km in a day. These leopards have 
been roaming across six km distance between them.

The collars are made by the German company 
Vectronic Aerospace. The collars, based on the Iridium 
Communication System, reveal information about the 
leopard’s GPS location every four hours. These collars 
will provide data for 18 months. It is expected that 
the collars would help find out if snow leopards move 
across Nepal and China since the location where the 
leopards were trapped is about 12km away from China 
border. 

Moreover, the collaring provides data on the snow 
leopard’s behavior and movement. It helps to reduce 
human-snow leopard conflict, habitat management, 
inland collaboration and to formulate conservation 
strategies and policy action through identifying key 
issues on snow leopard conservation. According to 
data received from the two collarings, a monitoring 
will proceed by the Department of National Parks 
and Wildlife Conservation (DNPWC), WWF Nepal 
and Shey-Phoksundo National Park. An on the field  
observation will also be carried out to learn more 
about the leopard’s behavious as needed.

Two snow leopards
in Shey-Phoksundo National Park  
get ‘Sattelite GPS Collar’

news
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News source: Gopal Kharal
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@)&* ;fn h]7 @ b]lv z]–kmf]S;'08f] /fli6«o lgs'~h sfof{nosf 

sd{rf/L, 8An'8An'Pkm g]kfn / /fli6«o k|s[lt ;+/If0f sf]ifsf 

jGohGt' k|fljlws, lrtjg /fli6«o lgs'~hsf kz' :jf:Yo 

;xfos / lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fdf sfd ul//x]sf ;/f]sf/jfnf 

Pj+ :yfgLo gful/s j}1flgs ;d]t u/L #) hgfsf] 6f]nLn]  

z]–kmf]S;'08f] /fli6«o lgs'~hsf] ;fNbfª Anssf] lghfn ufpFdf  

u/]sf] cg';Gwfgdf @)&* h]7 % ut]  df /fKsf eGg] :yfgsf] 

#(@% ld= df cGbfhL & jif{sf] jo:s efn] lxpF lrt'jf kf;f]df kf/L 

3fF6Ldf lhlkP; sn/ h8fg ul/Psf] 5 . ;f] lxpF lrt'jfsf] gfd  

3fª\u|L 3fkL lxpn /flvPsf] 5 . 

To:t}, @)&* h]7 !! ut] -d] @^ @)@!_ df ;fNbfª Anss} 

wf]/f eGg] :yfg -#&!( ld=_ df  cGGbfhL ^ jif{sf] jo:s efn]  

lxpF lrt'jfdf klg sn/ h8fg ul/Psf] 5 . ;f] lxpF lrt'jfsf] gfd 

Nxfª\s]g lbOPsf] 5 . 

o; k6s ul/Psf] :of6]nfO6 6]lnd]6«L h8fg sfo{nfO{ yk 

k|efjsf/L agfpg d+uf]lnofdf lxpF lrt'jfdf sn/ ubf{  

k|of]u ePsf] …cla{;Ú gfdsf] :jrflnt 6«ofk cg'udg k|ljlw klxnf] 

k6s k|of]u ul/Psf] lyof] . :of6]nfO6 sn/ h8fg ul/Psf lxpF 

lrt'jfsf] cfg'jf+lzs cWoog ug{ Pj+ l8PgP k|f]kmfOn tof/ ug{ b'j} 

lxpF lrt'jfx¿sf] /utsf] gd'gfx¿ klg lnOPsf] 5 . 

:of6]nfO6af6 k|fKt ;"rgf tyf :ynut cg'udgsf] dfWodaf6 

sn/ h8fg ul/Psf lxpF lrt'jfx¿sf] ljr/0fsf] cWoog ul/Psf] 

5 . xfn;Ddsf tYof+snfO{ x]bf{ b'j} lxpF lrt'jfn] ;fdfGo ?kdf 

cf–cfˆgf] jf;:yfgdf #)^( b]lv $(^) ld6/sf] prfO{df ljr/0f 

ul//x]sf 5g\ . 3fª\u|L 3fkL lxpnn] & lbgdf @$ ls=ld= b"/L kf/ 

u/]sf] 5 eg] nfª\u]gn] ! lbgdf @ ls=ld= b"/L kf/ u/]sf] 5 . oL 

lxpF lrt'jfx¿ Ps csf{af6 ^ ls=ld=sf] b"/Ldf ljr/0f ul//x]sf 

5g\ . 

lxpF lrt'jfdf h8fg ul/Psf lhlkP; sn/ hd{gLl:yt  

e]S6«f]lgs P/f]:k]; gfds sDkgLn] lgdf{0f u/]sf x'g\ . Ol/l8o"d  

sDo"lgs]zg l;:6ddf cfwfl/t oL lhlkP; sn/af6 k|To]s  

$ 306fsf] lxpF lrt'jfsf] cj:yfsf] ;"rgf lhlkP; nf]s];gaf6 k|fKt 

x'g]5 . oL sf]n/n] sl/a %* xKtf cyf{t !* dlxgf;Dd ;"rgf 

lbO/xg]5 . lxpF lrt'jfdf :of6]nfO6 sn/ h8fg ul/Psf] :yfg 

rLgsf] ;Ldfaf6 sl/a !@ ls=ld=sf] b"/Ldf /x]sfn] g]kfnaf6 lxpF 

lrt'jfx¿ rLg tk{m ljr/0f ug{ hfG5g\ ls hfFb}gg\ eGg] hfgsf/L 

k|fKt x'g] ck]Iff ul/Psf] 5 . 

;fy}, snl/ªaf6 k|fKt tYof+sx¿n] lxpF lrt'jfsf] cfgLafgL, / 

ljr/0fsf] af/]df hfgsf/L k|fKt x'G5 . To;n] cfufdL lbgdf 

lxpF lrt'jf dfgj aLrsf] åGå Go"gLs/0f, jf;:yfg Joj:yfkg 

tyf cGt/b]zLo ;xsfo{df ;3fpF5 . o;af6 lxpF lrt'jf / 

o;sf] k|hflt ;+/If0fsf] nflu d'Vo ;jfnx? klxrfg u/L  

;+/If0fsf] /0fgLlt tyf of]hgf th'{df ug{ ;xof]u k'Ug]5 . ;]6nfO6  

sf]n/ h8fg ul/Psf 3fª\u|L 3fkL lxpn / nfª\u]gaf6 k|fKt lhlkP;  

nf]s];gsf] cfwf/df /fli6«o lgs'~h tyf jGohGt' ;+/If0f ljefu, 

8An'8An'Pkm g]kfn / z]–kmf]S;'08f] /fli6«o lgs'~haf6 ltgLx?sf] 

cg'udg ul/+b} 5 . :of6]nfO6 snf/ h8fg ul/Psf] lxpF lrt'jfsf 

cfgLafgL ;DaGwdf yk hfgsf/L k|fKt ug{ snf/ h8fg ul/Psf 

b'j} lxpF lrt'jfx¿n] lar/0f u/]sf :yfgsf] cfjZostf cg';f/ 

:ynut cjnf]sg ;d]t ul/g]5 . 

-;dfrf/ ;|f]tM z]–kmf]S;'08f] /fli6«o lgs'~h÷@)&*_÷uf]kfn vgfn

z]–kmf]S;'08f] /fli6«o lgs'~ghdf  
b'O{j6f lxpF lrt'jfdf 
:of6]nfO6 sn/
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The Disney Conservation Fund (DCF) recognizes the 
hard work and effort of individuals and teams around 
the world working to conserve wildlife and protect 
habitats every year. In a world that needs wildlife 
heroes more than ever, the DCF awarded 20 individuals 
and teams as Disney Conservation Heroes 2020. Dr. 
Tsewang Namgail is one of the persons recognized as 
the Hero. He is associated as the Director at the Snow 
Leopard Conservancy - India Trust. 

In the northern Indian region of Ladakh, which is 
home to 60 percent of India’s snow leopards, Tsewang 
Namgail leads a team of 13 dedicated people along 
with students and volunteers to reduce conflict 
between snow leopards and farmers and find solutions 
to benefit both through community-based tourism, 
education and research. Alongside his team, Tsewang 
has helped build snow leopard-proof corrals to 
protect livestock, promote local food production and 
expand innovative micro-enterprises like eco-cafes 
and more than 200 homestays that invite tourists to 
stay in community homes. These programs help local 

people earn an income, offset livestock losses to snow 
leopards and show the value of a thriving population 
of snow leopards to help increase tourism. Tsewang’s 
passion for positively impacting this special place 
where he grew up has helped grow a community-based 
conservation and education program into a model that 
has been emulated not just in India, but across snow 
leopard range in Asia.

Dr. Tsewang Namgail joined the Snow Leopard 
Conservancy – India Trust as its Director in 2013. The 
Snow Leopard Conservancy – India Trust is a local 
non-profit organization with whom Panthera partners 
to conduct snow leopard research and conservation 
projects in India.

A native of Ladakh, India, Dr. Namgail is the first Ladakhi 
to hold a PhD in Wildlife Ecology. He obtained PhD 
from the Wageningen University in the Netherlands. 
Dr. Namgail has done pioneering ecological work on 
several taxa in the Trans-Himalayan region of Ladakh 
and has published over 20 scientific journal articles. 

Dr. Tsewang Namgail 

nominated by Panthera as  
Disney Conservation Hero 2020

news
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l8:gL sGhe]{;g kmfpG8]zgn] x/]s jif{ ljZje/ jg tyf jGohGt' 

;+/If0fsf] If]qdf s8f kl/>d ug]{ / of]ubfg k'¥ofpg] JolQm tyf 

;d"xx?sf] sb/ ug]{ u/]sf] 5 . ljZjnfO{ jGohGt'sf] ;+/If0fsf] 

If]qdf ljlzi6 sfd ug]{ lx/f]x? a9\bf] ?kdf cfjZos eO/x]sf]  

a]nf ;f] kmfpG8]zgn] @) hgf JolQm tyf ;d"xnfO{ l8:gL ;+/If0f 

lx/f] @)@) sf] ?kdf ;Ddfg ub}{ k'/:s[t u/]sf] 5 . 8f 5]jfª 

gfDu]n tL dWo]sf Ps x'g\ . pgL :gf] n]k8{ sGhe]{G;L – Ol08of 

6«:6sf lgb]{zssf ?kdf cfj4 5g\ . 

5]jfª gfDu]n pQ/ ef/tsf] n2fv If]qdf sfo{/t 5g\ hxfF  

ef/tsf ̂ ) k|ltzt lxpF lrt'jf a;f]af; u5{g\ . ToxfF 5]jfª gfDu]nn] 

!# hgf ljBfyL{ / :jo+;]jssf] 6f]nLsf] g]t[Tj ul//x]sf 5g\ . Tof]  

6f]nLn] ;d'bfodf cfwfl/t ko{6g, lzIff / cg';Gwfgsf dfWodaf6 

;dfwfg tyf nfesf pkfosf] vf]hL ub}{ lxpF lrt'jf / kz'kfns 

ls;fgx?aLr x'g] åGå 36fpg lqmofl;n 5g\ . cfˆgf] 6f]nL;Fu 

ldn]/ 5]jfªn] ls;fgx?nfO{ lxpF lrt'jfn] cfqmd0f ug{ g;Sg] 

uf]7x? lgdf{0f ug{, :yfgLo:t/df vfB pTkfbg ug{ / ;fd'bflos 

cfjf;df a:g] ko{6s cfslif{t ug{ Osf] Sofkm] / @)) eGbf a9L  

xf]d:6] -3/af;_ vf]Ng]h:tf n3' pBd lj:tf/ ug{ ;xof]u k'¥ofPsf 

5g\ . o:tf sfo{qmdn] :yfgLojf;LnfO{ cfDbfgLsf] hf]xf] ug{, 

lxpF lrt'jfaf6 ufO{j:t'df x'g] cfqmd0fsf sf/0f x'g] cfly{s Iflt 

sd ug{ / lxpF lrt'jfsf] a9\bf] ;+Vofsf sf/0f ko{6sLo ultljlw 

a9fpg ;xof]u u/]sf 5 . cfkm" hlGdPsf] 7fpFdf ;sf/fTds  

kl/jt{g ug]{ 5]jfªsf] k|ltj4tfsf sf/0f n2fvdf ;d'bfodf 

cfwfl/t ;+/If0f tyf z}lIfs sfo{qmd cl3 a9fpg / To;nfO{ gd'gf 

sfo{qmdsf ?kdf ljsf; ug{ ;Dej ePsf] xf] . To:t}, gd'gf 

sfo{qmd clxn] ef/tdf dfq geO{ lxpF lrt'jf kfOg] Pl;ofsf ;a} 

:yfgdf nfu' x'g] qmd ;'? eO;s]sf] 5 .  

8f 5]jfª gfDu]nn] ;g\ @)!# df :gf] n]k8{ sGhe]{G;L – 

Ol08of 6«i6df lgb]{zssf] ?kdf sfd yfn]sf lyP . :gf] n]k8{  

sGhe]{G;L – Ol08of 6«:6 Ps u}/gfkmfd"ns ;+:yf xf] hf];Fu 

kfGy]/fn] lxpF lrt'jf;Fu ;DalGwt cg';Gwfg tyf ef/tdf 

;~rfng ul/g] cGo ;+/If0f kl/of]hgf cl3 a9fpg ;xsfo{  

ub}{ cfPsf] 5 . 

n2fv, ef/tdf hlGdPsf 8f gfDu]n jGohGt' kof{j/0f 

-jfON8nfOkm Osf]nf]hL_ df ljBfjfl/wL ug]{ klxnf] n2fvL  

x'g\ . pgn] g]bNof{08\;sf] jfu]lgGu]g ljZjljBfnaf6 ljBfjfl/wL  

u/]sf lyP . 8f= gfDu]nn] n2fvsf] cGtb]{zLo lxdfnL If]qdf   

kfl/l:yltsLo k|0ffnLsf] ljifodf ljleGg sfd u/]sf 5g\ . 

To;sf cfwf/df pgn] ljleGg j}1flgs hg{nx?df @) j6feGbf 

a9L n]vx¿ k|sflzt ul/;s]sf 5g\ . 

kfGy]/fåf/f  
8f= 5]jfª gfDu]n l8:gL ;+/If0f lx/f]  
@)@) df dgf]gog
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Essay Competition held on 
International Snow Leopard Day
Mountain Spirit in collaboration with its media partners Khumbu FM organized a national essay 
competition entitled "Roles of Local People in Snow Leopard Conservation" to mark International 
Snow Leopard Day on 23 October 2021. This competition was funded by Darwin Initiative (UK) and 
Snow Leopard Conservancy (USA). A 3-member jury comprised of Professor Karan Bahadur Shah, Dr. 
Shailendra Thakali, Project Team Lead, and Mr. Tashi Lama, Mountain Spirit, Chairperson, was formed 
to evaluate the essays. Thirty-six essays were received from high schools in Solukhumbu, Kathmandu, 
Gorkha, Mustang and Dolpo districts for the competition. Mr. Saugat Thakali of Dhaulagiri Boarding 
School of Mustang, won the first prize in the competition. Ms. Lhakpa Bhuti Sherpa of Shree Mahendra 
Jyoti Madhyamik Vidhayala and Ms. Sima Kulung of Shree Basuki Aadarbhut Aadarbhut Vidhayala of 
Solukhumbhu, won the second and third prizes, respectively. Consolation prizes were won by Ms. 
Shreya Nepali, Shree Janhit  Madhyamik Vidhalaya, Mustang; Mr. Pema Dawa Gurung, Aarniko  Higher 
Secondary School, Dolpa, and Ms. Rita Gurung, Shree Buddha Madhyamik Vidhayala, Gorkha. The first, 
second and third winners received a cash prize of rupees 11000, 9000 and 6000, respectively, along 
with certificates. Consolation prize winners have received rupees 2000 each along with certificates. All 
participants have received a certificate of participation as well.

Note: The essay that won the first prize is published in Snow Leopard Magazine's this issue.

cGt/f{li6«o lxpF lrt'jf lbj;df 
lgaGw k|ltof]lutf ul/of]
dfpG6]g l:kl/6n] cfˆgf ldl8of ;fem]bf/ v'Da' PkmPd;Fusf] ;xsfo{df @# cS6f]a/ @)@! df cGt/f{li6«o  

lxpF lrt'jf lbj;sf] cj;/df ælxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fdf :yfgLo hgtfsf] e"ldsfæ zLif{ssf] /fli6«o lgaGw k|ltof]lutf 

cfof]hgf u/]sf] lyof] . of] k|ltof]lutsf] nflu 8flj{g Olgl;P6Le -a]nfot_ / :gf] n]k8{ sGh/e]G;L -cd]l/sf_ af6 

cfly{s ;xof]u k|fKt ePsf] lyof] . lgaGwsf] d"NofÍg ug{ k|fWofks s/g axfb' zfx, kl/of]hgf 6f]nL k|d'v  

8f= z}n]Gb| ysfnL / dfpG6]g l:kl/6sf cWoIf 6fzL nfdf ;lDdlnt # ;b:oLo lg0ff{os ;ldlt u7g ul/Psf]  

lyof] . k|ltZkwf{df ;f]n'v'Da', sf7df8f}+, uf]/vf, d':tfª / 8f]Nkf] u/L kfFr lhNnfx¿sf dfWolds ljBfnox?af6 

#^ j6f lgaGwx¿ k|fKt ePsf] lyof] eg] wf}nflu/L af]l8{ª :s'n d':tfªsf ;f}uft ysfnLn] k|yd k'/:sf/  

lht]sf lyP . ;f]n'v'Da'sf] >L dx]Gb| Hof]lt dfWolds ljBfnosL nfSkf e'6L z]kf{ / >L af;'sL cfwf/e"t cfwf/e"t 

ljBfnosL l;df s'n'ª qmdzM låtLo / t[tLo ePsf lyP . To;}ul/, >L hglxt dfWolds ljBfno d':tfªsL  

>]of g]kfnL, clg{sf] pRr dflj 8f]Nkfsf k]df bfjf u'?ª / >L a'4 dfWolds ljBfno uf]/vfsf /Ltf u'?ªn] ;fGTjgf 

k'/:sf/ kfPsf lyP . k|yd, låtLo / t[tLo x'g]n] qmdzM gub ? !! xhf/, ( xhf/ / ^ xhf/ ;lxt k|df0fkq k|fKt u/]sf 

5g\ . ;fGTjgf k'/:sf/sf ljh]tfn] k|df0fkq ;lxt hgxL b'O{ xhf/ ?k}ofF k|fKt u/]sf 5g\ . k|ltof]lutfdf ;a} ;xefuLx¿n] 

;xeflutfsf] k|df0fkq k|fKt u/] .
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gf]6M klxnf] :yfg xfl;n u/]sf] lgaGw lxpF lrt'jf klqsfsf] o; c+sdf 5flkPsf] 5 .
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Land of Snow Leopard Network has been honored 
with a Disney Conservation Hero Award-2020. The 
award recognizes local citizens for their commitment 
to save wildlife, protect habitats, and inspire their 
communities to take part in conservation efforts. 
Recipients from around the world were nominated 
by nonprofit environmental organizations, and each 
honoree and their nominating organization will share 
the award money from the Disney Conservation Fund. 

Land of Snow Leopard Network, nominated and 
facilitated by Snow Leopard Conservancy, is one of 
only 20 award recipients in the 2020 cohort globally. 
“Land of Snow Leopard Network (LOSL) members—
local communities, herders, teachers, children, and 
indigenous cultural practitioners (ICP) from five 
regions of Central and Inner Asia—accept the Disney 
Conservation Hero Award with big joy and deep 
gratitude,” says Ms. Maria Azhunova, Director of LOSL, 
on behalf of the Network.

“Elders of our network speak the nature language and 
understand  the magic of nature; they are real Master 
of Science that Mr. Walt Disney once described as ‘a 
science, whose principles are written in the oldest 
codes of the world—Laws of Nature.’ LOSL works hard 
to integrate this knowledge into modern conservation 
efforts. 

“The Disney Conservation Hero Award honors 
our approach and gives us and our allies additional 
inspiration and hope that millions of Disney friends 
will also join our Network to save one of the most 
beautiful animals on earth—the snow leopard and its 
ecosystems. As Walt Disney used to say, ‘Conservation 
is not a business of just a few people. It is a matter that 
concerns all of us.’” 

Disney Conservation is committed to saving wildlife 
and building a global community inspired to work 
together to protect the magic of nature. Since 1995, 
the Disney Conservation Fund has directed more 
than $100 million to support nonprofit organizations 

Land of Snow Leopard Network 

receives
Disney 
Conservation Hero 
Award

working with communities to save wildlife, inspire 
action, and protect the planet and has honored more 
than 200 Conservation Heroes for their extraordinary 
conservation efforts.

Source: Snow Leopard Conservancy/2021

LOSL network is an unprecedented 
conservation initiative that was launched in 
Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan in 2014, with the support 
of Snow Leopard Conservancy. The network 
brings together 100+ members with strong local 
institutional capacity and deep commitment 
to their intrinsic responsibility for guardianship of 
Mother Earth. LOSL enabled direct involvement 
of ICPs in high level planning for Snow Leopard 
Survival. LOSL also includes individuals working 
for cultural and environmental conservation: 
lifelong herders and traditional hunters who 
know and practice ancestral arts of subsistence 
hunting, indigenous educators, historians, 
conservationists and the NGOs, as well as 
schools and children’s nature conservation 
clubs.

The catalyst for this work was the Global Snow 
Leopard Ecosystem Protection Plan, whose 
leaders in the 12 snow leopard range countries 
recognize that achieving the plan's objectives 
will require collective action - including the full 
participation of the local communities.

The strength of the LOSL Network is the 
knowledge and experience of the spiritual 
and cultural importance of snow leopards, 
securing landscapes for their preservation and 
understanding the fundamental place of snow 
leopards in indigenous practices.
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;|f]tM :gf] n]k8{ sGh/e]G;L, @)@!

NofG8 ckm :gf] n]k8{ g]6js{nfO{ l8:gL ;+/If0f  lx/f] k'/:sf/ 

@)@) af6 ;Ddflgt ul/Psf] 5 . of] k'/:sf/n] jGohGt'nfO{ 

hf]ufpg], ltgsf] jf;:yfg ;+/If0f ug]{, / :yfgLo ;d'bfosf 

;b:ox?nfO{ ;+/If0f lqmofsnfkdf ;xefuL x'g] :yfgLo  

gful/snfO{ ;Ddfg ug]{ ub{5 . ljZje/Laf6 k'/:s[t x'g]x?nfO{ 

jftfj/0fsf] If]qdf sfd ug]{ u}/gfkmfd"ns ;+3–;+:yfx?n]  

dgf]gog ub{5g\  . ;Ddflgt ePsf k|To]s JolQm / ltgnfO{  

dgf]gog ug]{ ;+:yfx?n] l8:gL sh{e]{;g kmG8af6 k|fKt x'g] 

k'/:sf/sf] wg/flz afF8]/ lng' kg]{ x'G5 .   

:gf] n]k8{ sGh/e]G;Låf/f dgf]gog / ;xlhs/0f u/]sf] NofG8 

ckm :gf] n]k8{ g]6js{ ljZj:t/d} ;g\ @)@) df k'/:s[t x'g] @) 

hgfdWo] ;d"xn] k'/:sf/ u|x0f ug]{ klxnf] ;+:yf xf] . …dWo / 

leqL Pl;ofsf kfFr If]qx¿df 5l/Psf :yfgLo ;d'bfosf ;b:o, 

uf]7fnf, lzIfs, s]6fs]6L / cflbjf;L ;+:s[ltsf cg'ofoLx? NofG8 

ckm :gf] n]k8{ g]6js{df cfj4 5g\ . pgLx?n] l8:gL sGhe]{;g 

k'/:sf/ lgs} xif{sf ;fy :jLsf/ u/]sf 5g\Ú, g]6js{sf] tkm{af6 

k|ltlqmof lbFb} NofG8 ckm :gf] n]k8{ g]6js{sL lgjf{lrt lgb]{zs 

dfl/of cem'gf]efn] elgg\ . 

…xfd|f] ;d"xdf /x]sf kfsf ;b:ox?n] k|s[ltsf] efiff af]N5g\ / 

k|s[ltsf] hfb'nfO{ a'‰b5g\Ú afN6 l8:gLn] s'g} a]nf eGg] u/]sf]  

…lj1fgsf l;4fGtx? ljZjsf] ;a}eGbf k'/fgf] lnlksf] ?kdf  

/x]sf] k|s[ltsf lgoddf n]lvPsf] x'G5Ú elgPh:t} pgLx? 

lj1fgsf jf:tljs dflns x'g\ . NofG8 ckm :gf] n]k8{ g]6js{n] 

oxL 1fgnfO{ cfw'lgs ;+/If0f k|of;;Fu ldnfpgsf nflu s8f 

kl/>d ul//x]sf] 5 .  

…l8:gL ;+/If0f  lx/f] k'/:sf/n] xfd|f] sfo{z}nLnfO{ ;Ddfg u5{ 

/ xfdL / xfd|f ;fem]bf/nfO{ yk xf};nf / cfzf k|bfg ub{5, tfls 

l8:gLsf bzf}F nfv ;fyLx? xfd|f] ;~hfndf cfP/ k[YjLsf] ;a}

eGbf ;'Gb/ hgfj/x? dWo]sf] lxpF lrt'jf / p;sf kfl/l:yltsLo 

k|0ffnLnfO{ arfpg ;xof]u k'uf];\ . h:tf] jfN6 l8:gLn] eGg] ug{' 

x'GYof] ls …;+/If0f yf]/} dflg;sf] dfq sfd xf]Og . of] ljifo xfdL 

;a} hgf;Fu hf]l8Psf] 5 .Ú 

NofG8 ckm :gf] n]k8{ g]6js{  

l8:gL ;+/If0f lx/f]  

k'/:sf/af6 ;Ddflgt

…l8:gL sGhe]{;gÚ jGohGt' ;+/If0f ug{ / k|s[ltsf hfb'nfO{ 

arfpgsf nflu cfjZos sfd ug{ nfnflot ljZjJofkL ;d'bfo 

lgdf{0f ug{sf nflu k|ltj4 5 . l8:gL sGhe]{;g kmG8n]  

;g\ !((% b]lv jGohGt' hf]ufpg], sfd sf/jfxLx? cl3 a9fpg 

k|]/0ff lbg] / k[YjLsf] /Iff ug{ ;d'bfo;Fu ldn]/ sfd ug]{ ljleGg 

u}/gfkmfd"ns ;+3–;+:yfx?nfO{ !) s/f]8 8n/eGbf a9L /sd 

lbO;s]sf] 5 . ;fy}, of] ;+:yfn] ;+/If0fsf] If]qdf c;fwf/0f sfd 

ug]{ @)) eGbf a9L ;+/If0f lx/f]x?nfO{ ;Ddfg ul/;s]sf] 5 .

NofG8 ckm :gf] n]k8{ g]6js{

NofG8 ckm :gf] n]k8{ g]6js{ ;g\ @)!$ df lslu{Htfgsf] 

ljZs]sdf :gf] n]k8{ sGhe]{G;Lsf] ;xof]udf ;'?  

ul/Psf] Ps ce"tk"j{ ;+/If0f k|of; xf] . of] ;~hfndf ;an, 

;+:yfut Ifdtf / k[YjL dftfsf] /]vb]v ug]{ :jefljs 

lhDd]jf/L jxg ug]{ uxg k|ltj4tf cfTd;ft ug]{ !)) 

eGbf a9L ;b:ox? /x]sf 5g\ . of] ;~hfnn] lxpF lrt'jf 

arfpgsf nflu cfjZos pRr:t/Lo of]hgf agfpg] txdf 

cflbjf;L ;+:s[ltsf cg'ofoLx?sf] k|ToIf ;xeflutf 

;Dej t'NofPsf] 5 . NofG8 ckm :gf] n]k8{ g]6js{sf] 

;~hfndf ;+:s[lt tyf jftfj/0f ;+/If0fsf] sfo{df nfu]sf 

JolQmx? klg ;xefuL 5g\ . ltgdf hLjge/ uf]7fnfsf] 

?kdf sfd u/]sf JolQm, / hLjg wfGgsf nflu lzsf/  

v]Ng] k}t[s snf hfg]sf k/+k/fut l;sf/L, cflbjf;L 

lzIfs, Oltxf;sf/, ;+/If0fsdL{, u}/;/sf/L ;+3–;+:yf 

tyf ljBfno / afnaflnsf ;xefuL k|s[lt ;+/If0f Snax? 

klg /x]sf 5g\ . Unf]an :gf] n]k8{ Osf]l;:6d k|f]6]S;g 

Knfgsf] ;lqmotfn] ubf{ of] sfd cl3 a9\g ;s]sf]  

xf] . ;f] Knfgdf lxpF lrt'jf kfOg] !@ b]zsf cu'jf   

g]tfx? cfj4 5g\ h;n] cfˆgf] nIo xfl;n ug{ ;fd"lxs 

;lqmotfsf ;fy} :yfgLo ;d'bfosf] k"0f{ ;xeflutfsf] 

vfFrf] /x]sf] hf]8 lbg] u/]sf 5g\ . lxFp lrt'jfsf] cfWoflTds 

tyf ;f+:s[lts dxTj, ltgsf] ;+/If0fsf nflu cfjZos 

e"–kl/lwsf] ;'/Iff / cflbjf;L k/Dk/f tyf cEof;df lxpF 

lrt'jfsf] alnof] pkl:yltaf/]sf 1fg / cg'ej g} NofG8 

ckm :gf] n]k8{ g]6js{sf] zlQmsf] ?kdf /x]sf] 5 .
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There is not any major impact of  
Covid-19 on snow leopard 
conservation initiatives

Dr. Deepak Kumar Kharal is the Chief 
of REDD Implementation Center under 
Ministry of Forests and Environment. He is 
former Director General of Department of 
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation 
(DNPWC). He has worked with the 
Government of Nepal with the various 
capacities for the last 27 years including 
Director General at Forest Research and 
Survey Department, Member-Secretary 
at Rastrapati Churia Terai Madhesh 
Conservation Development Committee, 
Secretary at Industry, Tourism, Forest 
and Environment (Far-west and Gandaki 
provinces). Dr. Kharal has got his PhD 
on Dendroclimatology from Tribhuvan 
University, Nepal and received Civil Service 
Award from the Government of Nepal. 
This interview was taken when he served 
as Director General at DNPWC. He has 
shared his views to editorial team of the 
Snow leopard magazine on snow leopard 
conservation initiatives. 

What do you consider your foremost 
achievement at the Department of National 
Parks and Wildlife Conservation? 

The Ecotourism Operation Procedure 2078, the Wildlife 
Rearing and Reproduction Criteria 2078, success of 
the rhino census in the same year, publication of books, 
“snow leopard-based conservation education” for 
students from Himalayan region, and research papers—
these are what I consider the foremost achievements 
so far in the department. 

What are the major impacts of Covid-19 on 
snow leopard conservation initiatives?

There is not any major impact of Covid-19 on snow 
leopard conservation initiatives. However, due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic monitoring activities have been 
limited and due to that some poaching incidents 
occured. Despite two snow leopards at Shey Phoksundo 
National Parks having been GPS collared during the 
lockdown in May 2021, other snow leopard related 
research and studies have been affected. 
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What are the major accomplishments so far 
of Snow Leopard Conservation Action Plan for 
Nepal (SLCAP) 2017-2021?

The positive impact on snow leopard conservation by 
upgrading the shelters for livestock, livestock insurance 
being implemented, study and research, mobilization 
of local organizations and communities and effective 
publicity for snow leopard conservation initiatives are 
some of the major accomplishments. 

What should be the role of local communities, 
especially students, to conserve the snow 
leopard? 

Before having expectations from students, various 
programs should be launched, such as educating them 
about conservation, making them write essays and 
articles and awarding them, distributing promotional 
materials such as notebooks, pens, and hats, etc, 
taking students on a tour, screen TV programs and 
documentaries to them, among other things.  We can 
expect the students to urge their families and societies 
to conserve snow leopard, monitor them, disseminate 
information, research, and publish articles.

How do you evaluate the department’s role in 
conservation through conservation education? 
Are the ongoing activities enough? If not, what 
should be done?

The department has tried to disseminate conservation 
education as much as it can through various 
stakeholders and with the use of its resources. In 
particular, expanding the roles of various partners 
organizations in promoting awareness, research, 
plan formulation and advancing technology, with the 
department responsible to handle projects related to 
snow leopard, can optimize achievements.

Why is collaboration with local government 
essential for snow leopard conservation? 

Because the local communities are directly affected 
by human-wildlife conflict which might lead them to 
harbor revenge against the predators and even kill 
them. Likewise, all kinds of fieldworks need to be done 
at the local levels. So that it is necessary to collaborate 
in conservation initiatives with local government. We 
can also run conservation and livelihoods programs 
jointly with local governments by making snow leopard 
a source of ecotourism and a medium to generate 
employment opportunities.

Is the use of school-level conservation texts 
essential for snow leopard conservation?

Definitely. It is by taking this into account that the 
department has been collaborating to publish school-
level curricular books, which will be taught at schools 
in Himalayan districts Mustang and Taplejung.

What are the most significant challenges you see 
to the snow leopards and what must DNPWC 
plan to overcome it?

Conflict between human and snow leopard is the key 
challenge in conserving the snow leopards. As the 
livestock  are the primary means of livelihood in the 
Himalayan  region, the local people tend to retaliatory 
killing  the snow leopard when it attacks their 
livestock. Inadequate study and research on the snow 
leopards, their habitats, prey animals, impact of climate 
change etc. are challenges. The Ministry of Forest and 
Environment and Department of National Parks and 
Wildlife Conservation have already devised a plan to 
mitigate these challenges and problems by insuring the 
livestock of the local people. Similarly, we are planning 
to conduct study and research in association with 
partner organizations.   
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8f= bLkss'df/ v/fn /]8 sfof{Gjog s]Gb|sf 
k|d'v x'g\ . o; cl3 pgL /fli6«o lgs'~h tyf 
jGohGt' ;+/If0f ljefusf dxflgb{]zs lyP .  
g]kfn ;/sf/df @& jif{ ;]jf ul/;s]sf v/fnn]
jg cg';Gwfg tyf ;j{{]If0f ljefusf] dxflgb{]zs, 
/fi6«klt r'/] t/fO{ dw]z ;+/If0f ljsf; ;ldltsf] 
;b:o ;lrj, pBf]u ko{6g jg tyf jftfj/0f 
dGqfno -;'b"/klZrd / u08sL_ sf k|b]z 
;lrjsf ?kdf lhDd]jf/L axg ul/;s]sf 5g\ .  
lqe'jg ljZjljBfnoaf6 8]G8«f]SnfO{d]6f]nf]hLdf  
ljBfjfl/wL u/]sf  v/fn lghfdlt sd{rf/L k'/:sf/
af6 ;Ddflgt 5g\ . pgsf ljleGg j}1flgs n]v,  
/rgfx¿k|sflzt 5g\ . of] cGtjf{tf{ 8f= v/fn  
/fli6«o lgs'~h tyf jGohGt' ;+/If0f ljefusf] 
dxflgb{]zs x'Fbf lnOPsf] xf] . pgn] lxpF lrt'jf 
klqsfsf ;Dkfbs d08n;Fu lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0f 
;DaGwL cfˆgf ljrf/ k|:t't u/]sf 5g\ .

/fli6«o lgs'~h tyf jGohGt' ;+/If0f ljefudf oxfFsf] ;a}eGbf 

d'Vo pknlAw s]nfO{ 7fGg'x'G5 <

;+/If0f If]qdf kof{ko{6g ;+rfng sfo{ljlw @)&*, jGohGt' kfng 

k|hgg\ dfkb08 @)&* tof/ ul/Psf], u}+8f u0fgf @)&* ;DkGg 

ul/Psf] / g]kfnsf lxdfnL ljBfnox?df …lxpF lrt'jfdf cfwfl/t 

;+/If0f lzIffM ;Gbe{ k':tsx¿Ú sf] k7gkf7gsf nflu ljefusf] 

k|sfzg x'g]u/L k':ts k|sfzg ul/Psf], ljefu k|sfzs x'g]

u/L n]vsx?sf] cg';Gwfg s[ltx? k|sfzgdf ;xeflutfsf] 

Joj:yf ul/Psf] ljifox?nfO{ d'Vo pknlAw 7fGb5' . 

sf/f]gf dxfdf/Lsf sf/0f lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fdf k/]sf d'Vo  

c;/x¿ s] s] x'g\<

sf]/f]gf dxfdf/Lsf] sf/0f lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fdf To:tf] 7"nf]  

gsf/fTds k|efj k/]sf] b]lvb}g . tyflk dxfdf/Lsf] sf/0f  

sf]/f]gf dxfdf/Lsf] sf/0f  
lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fdf  
To:tf] 7"nf] gsf/fTds k|efj k/]sf] b]lvb}g 

cGtjf{tf{

;+/If0f If]qdf sd{rf/Lx¿sf] sd dfqfdf x'g] cg'udgsf] sf/0f 

rf]/L lzsf/Lsf s]xL 36gfx¿ ePsf] kfOPsf] 5 . ns8fpgs} 

cjlwdf @)&* h]7df z]–kmf]S;'08f] /fli6«o lgs'~hdf @ j6f lxpF 

lrt'jfx¿df ;kmntfk"j{s hLlkP; sn/ ul/Pb]lv afx]s lxpF 

lrt'jf ;DaGwL cGo cWoog cg';Gwfg sfo{df k|efj k/]sf] 

kfOPsf] 5 .

g]kfnn] ckgfPsf] /fli6«o lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0f sfo{ of]hgf, -@)!&—

@)@!_ df clxn] ;Dd s] s:tf pknlAwx¿ xfl;n eP<

ljz]if u/]/ :yfgLox¿sf] uf]7 ;'wf/ sfo{, kz'wg aLdf 

sfof{Gjog, cWoog cg';Gwfg sfo{, :yfgLo ;+3 ;+:yf / 

;d'bfox¿sf] kl/rfng / k|efjsf/L k|rf/ k|;f/sf] sfo{af6  

lxpF lrt'jf ;/If0fdf kl5NNff] ;do b]lvPsf] ;sf/fTds k|efjnfO{ 

pknAwLsf ?kdf lng ;lsG5 . 
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lxpF lrt'jf hf]ufpg :yfgLo ;d'bfo vf;ul/ ljBfyL{x¿sf] e"ldsf 

s] x'g' kb{5 < 

ljBfly{x?af6 e"ldsfsf] cfzf ug'{eGbf klxnf ljBfly{x?nfO{  

;+/If0f lzIff ;DaGwL k7g kf7g u/fpg], lgaGw, n]v, /rgfx?  

n]Vg nufO{ k'/:s[t ug{], lxpF lrt'jf ;DaGwL k|sfzg / k|of]u 

ug{ ldNg] ;+s]t, sfkL, snd, 6f]kL cflb k|rf/ ;fdfu|L ljt/0f 

ug{], ;do ;dodf cjnf]sg e|d0f u/fpg], l6eL, j[Qlrq tof/ 

u/L b]vfpg] cflb sfo{qmd ug'{kb{5 . ljBfno:t/Lo ljBfly{x?sf] 

;d"x u7g u/L JolQmut ?kdf cf–cfˆgf] 3/df / ;d"xut 

?kdf ;d'bfodf uO{ cfkm} ;+/If0fsf nflu cg'/f]w ug{], lgu/fgL 

ug{], ;"rgf k|bfg ug{], cWoog cg';Gwfg ug{], n]v /rgf n]Vg] 

k|sfzg ug{] e"ldsfx? cfzf ug{ ;lsG5 . 

ljefun] ;+/If0f lzIffsf] dfWodaf6 lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fdf  

v]ln/x]sf] e"ldsfnfO{ s;/L d"Nofs+g ug'{x'G5 < s] xfn eP 

u/]sf lqmofsnfkx? kof{Kt 5g\ < olb 5}g eg] s] ug'{ h?/L 5 <

ljefun] cfˆgf] ;|f]t ;fwg, hgzlQm / ;/f]sf/jfnf lgsfox?sf] 

;xof]udf ;+/If0f lzIffsf] a9L ;] a9L k|;f/ ug]{ k|of; ul//x]sf] 

5 . ljz]if u/]/ ;+/If0fsf nflu cfjZos cWoog, cg';Gwfg,  

of]hgf th'{df, k|ljlw ljsf; / k|rf/ k|;f/ sfo{df ;+/If0f ;fem]bf/ 

;+:yfx?sf] e"ldsfnfO{ a9fjf lbg] / ljefun] lxpF lrt'jf nlIft 

kl/of]hgf ;+rfng ug{]u/L sfd ubf{ pRrtd pknlAw xfl;n x'g 

;Sb5 . 

lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fsf nflu :yfgLo ;/sf/;Fu ;xsfo{ ug{ lsg 

h?/L 5 <   

lxpF lrt'jfsf] sf/0f l;h{gf x'g] dfgj;Fusf] åGå :yfgLo 

;d'bfo;Fu ;a}eGbf klxnf b]vf kg{] x'gfn] / k|ltzf]wsf] sf/0f  

lxp lrt'jfsf] lzsf/ x'g;Sg] ePsf]n] :yfgLo ;/sf/;Fusf] 

;xsfo{ ;+/If0fsf nflu dxTjk"0f{ 5 . ;a} k|s[ltsf ;+/If0f 

sfo{x? lkmN8:t/df g} ug'{k5{ . ctM ;+/If0f sfo{qmdx¿ 

;~rfng ug{ :yfgLo ;/sf/;Fu ;xsfo{ h?/L 5 . lxpF 

lrt'jfnfO{ ko{6s cfsif{0fsf] ljifo agfP/ klg kof{ko{6g j[l4 

u/L cfo cfh{g / /f]huf/L l;h{gf ug{ ;lsg] ePsf]n] :yfgLo  

;/sf/;Fu nufgL ;fem]bf/df klg ;+/If0f / hLljsf]kfh{g 

sfo{qmd rnfpg ;lsG5 . 

s] lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fsf nflu ljBfno:t/Lo kf7\ok':tsx¿sf] 

k|of]u cfjZos 5 < 

cjZo g} cfjZos 5 . o;} s'/fnfO{ dgg\ u/L ljefun]  

lxpF lrt'jfdf cfwfl/t ljBfno :tl/o kf7ok':ts k|sfzgdf 

;xsfo{ ul//x]sf] 5 h;sf] kl/If0f k|of]u lxdfnL lhNnfx¿ 

d':tfª / tfKn]h'ªsf :yfgLo ljBfnox?df ul/g] of]hgf  

;d]t 5 . 

lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fdf b]lvPsf] ;a}eGbf pNn]Vo r'gf}lt s] kfpg' 

ePsf] 5 < o;nfO{ lgjf/0f ug{ ljefun] s:tf] of]hgf cl3  

;f/]sf] 5 <

Dffgj lxFp lrt'jf åGå g} lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fdf b]lvPsf] clxn]

sf] d'Vo r'gf}tL xf] . pRr lxdfnL If]qsf afl;Gbfx?sf] k|d'v 

hLljsf]kfh{gsf] dfWod kz'kfng ePsf] / lxpF lrt'jfaf6 x'g] 

3/kfn'jf kz'x¿sf] Ifltsf\ sf/0f :yfgLo afl;Gbfx¿n] lng]  

k|ltzf]wn] lxpF lrt'jfsf] d[To' ePsf] kfOPsf] 5 . lxpF lrt'jfsf] ;+Vof, 

jf;:yfg If]q, cfxf/f k|hflt, hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] k|efj cflbsfaf/]

df cWoog cg';Gwfgsf] ckof{Kttf csf{] dxTjk'0f{ r'gf}tL xf] .  

r'gf}tL / ;d:of ;dfwfgsf nflu dGqfno / o; cGtu{tsf]  

/fli6«o lgs'~h tyf jGohGt' ;+/If0f ljefun] ljz]if u/]/ kz'wg 

Ifltsf] nflu kz'wg aLdf sfo{qmd dfkm{t lgjf/0f ug{] of]hgf 

agfPsf] 5 eg] ;+/If0f ;fem]bf/ ;+:yfx¿sf] ;xof]udf lxpF 

lrt'jfsf] cWoog\ cg';Gwfg sfo{x¿cufl8 a9fpg] ;f]r lnPsf] 

5 . 
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Interview

How did you find the situation of snow leopards in the 
Gaurishankar Conservation area? 

About two years ago, a team of wildlife experts and our 
officials managed to photograph a snow leopard for the 
first time in the Lapchi valley, located at 4850 metres, 
in Dolakha, through camera trap method. Likewise, in 
another research, a snow leopard’s scat was recorded 
at Rolwaling valley. The camera trap confirmed it later. 
Currently, we guess there are about three to five snow 
leopards in Gaurishankar Conservation Area. We had 
researched in Chuchure and Tatopani areas as well, but 
we couldn’t find any proof of snow leopard’s presence 
there.

Would you please explain the status of snow leopard’s 
habitat and prey base?

In the Gaurishankar Conservation Area, Blue Sheep  
and the Himalayan Tahr can be taken as the main prey 
species for snow leopards (ref: Shah K.B. and Baral, 
H.S. 2006: Conservation of Snow Leopard in Nepal). 
But research on the prey abundance and the status of 
habitat is not up to date. We are encouraging future 
researchers to come to the area because there is a 
lot of scope and possibility on snow leopard related 
research.

Livestock insurance 
can highly beneficial scheme to the farmers  
in Gaurishanker Conservation Area

Satya Narayan Shah is the Project-Chief 
of Manasalu Conservation Area Project 
(MCAP), which is managed by the National 
Trust for Nature Conservation. Previously, 
he was project chief of Gauirshanker 
Conservation Area Project (GCAP). There 
he remained from 2010 till October 2021. 
Shah, who holds a master’s degree in 
natural resource management, considers 
the establishment of the GCAP and 
managing challenges related to disputes 
and differences between locals in natural 
resource management as his success in 
his 28-year long service in the sector. This 
interview was taken when he was GCAP-
Chief where Shah shared his experiences 
of snow leopard status in Gaurishanker 
Conservation Area to Ms. Aarati Khatri 
for The Snow Leopard magazine.
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Is there any record of poaching of snow leopard in the 
Gaurishankar Conservation Area?

No such incident has been recorded so far. In the 
Lapchi and Rolwaling valleys, the Buddhist population 
considers the killing of animals a sin. Because animals 
are related to their belief and culture, there is a mindset 
that no harm should be done to snow leopard. A few 
Lamas and gurus are awarded for their contribution to 
conservation. That has conveyed a positive message to 
the society. There are no records of locals engaging in 
harming wildlife. Moreover, there is very less possibility 
that outsiders would creep in wildlife poaching  in the 
area because the locals are proactive in  conservation.

How is the situation of conflict between humans and 
snow leopards in the area? 

Our report and publications do mention dozens of 
incidents related to livestock depredation in this area 
but it is not proved that  it is caused by the snow 
leopard. Rolwaling valley and Lapchi area can be 
considered the affected areas since the snow leopards 
have been spotted there. Last year, there were rumors 
that snow leopard had killed 150 yaks of a single family 
in Rolwaling. But the incident is not yet reported to 
our office. People in the area tend yaks to produce 
chhurpi (hard cheese) from its milk. Because the area 
has no access to roads, only few incidents get reported.

Are there any good practices related to snow leopard 
conservation? 

We can take the use of camera trap research and its 
results as good practices in the conservation of snow 
leopard. We have initiated an awareness campaign  
among locals to help conserve snow leopard as 
a positive outcome. The seminars, trainings and 
orientation programmes conducted in schools and the 
community have helped locals to be aware of snow 
leopards.

Is livestock insurance program being applied in the 
area? 

Livestock  insurance programmes can highly beneficial 
to the farmers in the area. But we have yet to launch 
such a programme. The locals do have the demand and 
willpower but for that, insurance companies should 
be ready and more importantly, local community-
led Conservation Area Management Committees 
(CAMC) need to plan accordingly and assume leading 
responsibility. Some animal owners have insured their 
livestock through various agencies. Insurance helps 
farmers’ livelihood. A yak costs anywhere between 

50,000 to 100,000 rupees in the market and their 
loss costs dearly to the owners. That’s why, I think 
livestock insurance programmes will be essential in 
the immediate.

How aware are people about snow leopards?

We have observed that the locals get excited and 
happy upon knowing that camera trap monitoring 
have photographed snow leopards and other wildlife. 
It is an indication of a positive mindset in the people 
about snow leopard and its conservation. Local youth 
clubs have also organized various programmes related 
to snow leopard conservation awareness, because of 
which people are enthusiastically involved in wildlife 
conservation.

Do the local schools have access to conservation 
education?

The 25 schools in the area have included our 
conservation-related coursework Prakriti ko Sandesh 
Part 1, 2, 3 (The Message of the Nature) in their 
curriculum, taught to grade six, seven and eight. As many 
as 2000 students have been studying the subject yearly. 
They have gotten a chance to learn about Himalayan 
biodiversity. And through these children who are also 
family and community members, the wider community 
has become aware of it. These books, incorporated 
under the National Nature Conservation Fund’s 
Conservation Education Programme, are already 
taught in Annapurna and Manaslu conservation areas.

Do you see the possibility of snow leopard tourism in 
Gaurishankar Conservation Area?

This is a conservation area close to the Kathmandu 
Valley and it takes only five hours to get here. When it 
comes to tourism, this area has fallen in the shadows. 
The possibility of snow leopard tourism is high, but 
before that, there should be plenty of research on 
the snow leopard habitat and prey base including on 
improving tourism access, facilities and destinations.

What are the programmes your office has launched to 
motivate locals to conserve snow leopard?

Overall many initiatives have been taken. However 
due to limited funding, presently we are yet to launch 
exclusively targeted snow leopard focused programs 
locally. However, we have started the Save Wildlife and 
Manage Ecological Environment Campaign (SWAMEE) 
to raise awareness about environment and wildlife 
conservation. This campaign effectively engages the 
locals, youths and students in the conservation. 
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;Togf/fo0f zfx /fli6«o k|s[lt ;+/If0f sf]ifåf/f Joj:yfkg ul/Psf] dgf;n' ;+/If0f If]q  
cfof]hgf -PdSofk_ sf cfof]hgf k|d'v x'g\ . pgL o; cl3 uf}/L z+s/ ;+/If0f If]q cfof]hgf 
-hLSofk_ sf] cfof]hgf k|d'v lyP . ToxfF pgL @)^& ;fnb]lv @)&* sflt{s;Dd /x] . k|fs[lts 
>f]t Joj:yfkg ljifodf :gftsf]Q/ u/]sf zfx uf}/L z+s/ ;+/If0f If]q :yfkgf / ;f] If]qdf 
k|fs[lts ;|f]t Joj:yfkgdf :yfgLox¿aLrsf] ljjfb / leGgtf;Fu ;DalGwt r'gf}ltx¿sf] 
Joj:yfkg ug]{ If]qdf cfk"mn] u/]sf] @* jif{sf] ;]jf cjlwsf] pknAwL 7fGb5g\ . k|:t't cGtjf{tf{ 
zfx hLSofk k|d'v 5Fbf lnOPsf] xf] h;df pgn] uf}/L z+s/ ;+/If0f If]qdf lxpF lrt'jfsf] cj:yfsf 
af/]df lxpF lrt'jf klqsfsf] nflu ;+/If0fsdL{ cf/tL vqL;Fu cfˆgf] cg'ej /fv]sf lyP .

cGtjf{tf{

uf}/Lz+s/ ;+/If0f If]qdf lxpF lrt'jfsf] cj:yf s:tf] kfpg' ePsf] 

5 <

jGohGt' lj1 / xfd|f sd{rf/Ln] s/La b'O aif{ cuf8L  

bf]nvfsf] $*%) ld6/ prfO{ l:yt nKrL pkTosfdf klxnf] rf]6L  

Sofd]/f 6«Øfk cg'udg ljlwaf6 lxpF lrt'jfsf] t:jL/ Sofd/fdf  

s}b ug{ ;s]sf] lyof] . To;}u/L, csf]{ cg';Gwfgdf, /f]Njflnª 

pkTosfdf lxpF lrt'jfsf] lb;f k]mnf k/]sf] lyof] . kl5 Sofd]/f 

6«fkn] klg To;nfO{  k'li6 u/]sf] lyof] . xfn uf}/Lz+s/ ;+/If0f  

If]qdf tLg b]lv kfFr lxplrt'jfx¿ /x]sf] xfd|f] cg'dfg 5 . xfdLn] 

r'r'/] / tftf]kfgL h:tf cGo If]qdf klg cg';Gwfg u/]sf lyof}+ t/ 

ToxfF lxpF lrt'jfsf] pkl:yltsf] s'g} klg k|df0f km]nf k/]g . 

lxpF lrt'jfsf] jf;:yfg / cfxf/fsf] l:yltsf] af/]df atfOlbg';\ 

g . 

uf}/Lz+s/ ;+/If0f If]qdf lxpF lrt'jfsf] d'Vo cfxf/fdf gfp/ /  

emf/nnfO{ lng ;lsG5 -zfx= s]=aL / a/fn, Pr=P;= @)^#M  
g]kfndf lxpF lrt'jfsf] ;+/If0f_ . t/ cfxf/fsf] kof{Kttf / k|r'/tf 

nufot vfB l:ylt / jf;:yfg ;DaGwL s'g} cg';Gwfg cBfjlbs 

5}g . xfdLn] eljiosf cg';Gwfgstf{x¿nfO{ cWoogsf] nfuL 

o; If]qdf cfpg k|f]T;fxg lbO/x]sf 5f}F lsgls lxpF lrt'jf nlIft 

cg';Gwfgsf] If]q cgk]lIft 5 / o;n] w]/} ;Defjgfx¿ klg  

af]s]sf] 5 .

uf}/L z+s/ ;+/If0f If]qdf 
kz'wg aLdf kz'kfns s[ifsx¿sf 
nflu w]/} kmnbfoL Kofs]h x'g;S5

cGtjf{tf{
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uf}/Lz+s/ ;+/If0f If]qdf lxpF lrt'jfsf] cj}w lzsf/sf] 36gf 

clen]v ePsf] 5 ls <

xfn;Dd To:tf] s'g} klg 36gf ePsf] /]s8{ 5}g . nKrL /  

/f]Njflnª pkTosfdf af}4dfuL{x¿ jGohGt'x¿sf] lzsf/ ug{'nfO{ 

kfk ;DemG5g\ . jGohGt' pgLx¿sf] ljZjf; / ;+:s[lt;Fu  

;/f]sf/ /fVg] ljifo ePsf]n] klg lxpF lrt'jfnfO{ Iflt k'¥ofpg x'Gg 

eGg] dfgl;stf b]lvG5 . s]xL nfdf / u'?x¿nfO{ ;+/If0fsf] 

k'/:sf/af6 klg ;Ddfg ul/Psf] 5 . To;n] klg ;d'bfodf 

;sf/fTds ;Gb]z k|jfx ePsf] b]lvG5 . :yfgLox¿n] s'g} klg 

k|sf/sf] lzsf/ u/]sf] kfOGg . pgLx¿n] ;+/If0fdf ;lqmotfsf 

;fy of]ubfg k'¥ofO/fv]sf sf/0f aflx/L JolQmx¿n] klg 

;d'bfo leq hfg] / lxpF lrt'jf nufot jGohGt'x¿ lj?4 cj}w 

ultljlwx¿ ug]{ ;Defjgf klg lgs} sd b]lvG5 .

lxpF lrt'jf / dfgjaLrsf] åGåsf] cj:yf o; If]qdf s:tf] 5 <

xfd|f k|ltj]bg Pj+ k|sfzgx¿df o; If]qdf kz'wg x|f;sf 

bh{gf}+ 36gfx¿sf af/]df pNn]v t ul/Psf 5g\ t/ tL 36gfx?  

lxpF lrt'jfsf] sf/0f Iflt ePsf] k|dfl0ft ePsf] 5}g . /f]Njflnª 

/ nKrLdf lxpF lrt'jf e]l6Psf]n] ;f] If]qnfO{ k|efljt If]q dfGg 

;lsG5 . ut jif{ /f]Njflnª pkTosfdf lxpF lrt'jfn] Pp6f  

kl/jf/sf] !%) j6f rf}/L df/]sf] eGg] ;'lgg cfPsf] lyof] . t/  

;+/If0f If]qsf] sfof{nodf xfn;Dd klg 36gfsf] l/kf]6{ ePsf]]  

5}g . To; If]qsf dflg;x? k|foM 5'kL{ pTkfbgsf nflu rf}/L 

kfng ub{5g . oL If]qx¿df ;fj{hlgs oftfoft ;'ljwfsf] kx'Fr 

gePsf]n], yf]/} 36gfx¿ dfq l/kf]6{ x'g] ub{5\g\ .

lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fsf c;n cEof;x¿ s]xL 5g\ ls <

lxpF lrt'jfsf] cg'udgsf nflu k|of]u ul/Psf] Sofd/f 6«fk 

cg';Gwfg / To;sf] glthfnfO{ xfdLn] c;n cEof;sf] ?kdf 

lng ;S5f}+ .:yfgLo jfl;Gbfx¿df lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fdf cfPsf] 

hfu¿stfnfO{ klg xfdLn] pnlAwsf ?kdf x]/]sf 5f}+ . xfdLn] 

;~rfng u/]sf lxpF lrt'jf ljifos uf]i7L, tflnd, cled'lvs/0f 

Pj+ ljBfno / ;d'bfo:t/Lo sfo{qmdx?n] lxpF lrt'jfsf]  

af/]df a'‰g / wf/0ff agfpg :yfgLo hgtfnfO{ ;xof]u u/]sf] 

5 .

s] o; If]qdf kz'wg aLdf ;~rfng ul/Psf] 5 <

o; If]qdf kz'wg aLdf kz'kfns s[ifsx¿sf nflu w]/} kmnbfoL 

Kofs]h x'g;S5 . t/ xfdLn] aLdf of]hgf ;'? ug{ ;s]sf 5}gf}+ . 

:yfgLo JolQmx¿sf] OR5f zlQm / dfuklg 5 To;sf] nflu aLdf 

sDkgL klg tTk/ x'g'kb{5 / dxTjk"0f{ s'/f :yfgLo ;d'bfosf] 

g]t[Tjdf ;+/If0f If]q Joj:yfkg ;ldltx¿n] ;f]xL cg';f/ of]hgf 

agfpg' kb{5 / g]t[TjbfoL lhDd]jf/L lng' kb{5 . s]xL kz'wlgn] 

ljleGg dfWodaf6 kz'wg aLdf u/]sf klg 5g\ . kz'wg aLdfn] 

s[ifsx¿sf] hLljsf]kfh{gnfO{ ;xof]u ub{5 . Pp6f rf}/Lsf] 

ahf/ d"No %) xhf/ b]lv Ps nfv;Dd x'G5 / lxpF lrt'jfn] 

ltgLx¿nfO{ dfof]{ eg] Tof] ;fFRr} b'ef{Uok"0f{ x'g ;S5, To;sf/0f 

klg kz'wg aLdf lgs6 eljiodf cfjZos b]V5' .

lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0f k|lt :yfgLo dflg;x?sf] r]tgfsf] :t/ s:tf] 

5 <

Sofd/f 6«Øfk cg'udgdf lxpF lrt'jf nufot ljleGg 

jGohGt'x¿sf] tl:j/x¿ s}b ePsf] va/ ljleGg ;~rf/ 

dfWodx?af6 yfxf kfpFbf o; If]qsf :yfgLox¿df lgs} pT;fx 

/ v'zL 5fPsf] xfdLn] cg'ej u/]sf 5f}+ . Tof] lxpF lrt'jf /  

;+/If0fk|lt dflg;x?sf] ;sf/fTds ;f]rsf] glthf xf]] . :yfgLo 

o'jf Snax¿n] lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fsf] laifo ;lxt Dof/fy'g 

sfo{qmd klg cfof]hgf ug]{ u/]sf 5g\ h;n] ljleGg Kn]6kmd{x¿ 

dfkm{t :yfgLo hgtfsf] ;+/If0fdf ;xeflutf emNsfPsf] 5 .

:yfgLo ljBfnox¿df ;+/If0f lzIffsf] kx'Fr s:tf] 5 <

o; If]qsf @% j6f ljBfnox¿df xfd|f] ;+/If0f ljifos ;Gbe{ 

k':ts …k|s[ltsf] ;Gb]z, efu !, @ / # sf] cWofkg x'Fb}  

cfO/x]sf] 5 . sIff 5, ;ft / cf7nfO{ nlIft ;f] k':tsx¿ k|lt 

jif{ b'O{ xhf/eGbf a9L ljBfyL{x¿n] cWoog ul//x]sf 5g\ eg] 

pgLx?n] ;f] dfWodaf6 lxdfnL h}ljs ljljwtf a'‰g] df}sf kfPsf 

5g\ . oL afnaflnsfx¿ hf] kl/jf/ / ;d'bfosf ;b:ox¿ klg 

x'g\, oL dfk{mt 7"nf] ;d'bfodf ;+/If0fsf] ;Gb]z k|jfx eO/x]sf] 

5 . /fli6«o k|s[lt ;+/If0f sf]ifsf] ;+/If0f lzIff sfo{qmd cGtu{t 

k|of]udf NofOPsf oL kf7\o ;fdu|Lx? cGgk"0f{ / dgf:n' ;+/If0f 

If]qdf o; cl3 g} k7g kf7g ul/+b} cfOPsf] 5 . 

s] tkfO{+ uf}/Lz+s/ ;+/If0f If]qdf lxpF lrt'jf ko{6gsf] ;Defjgf 

b]Vg'x'G5 <

of] sf7df8f}+ pkTosfaf6 glhssf] ;+/If0f If]q xf] / oxfF cfOk'Ug 

sl/a % 306f dfq nfUb5 . ko{6sLo lx;fan] of] If]q ce}m  

cf]e]mndf k/]sf] 5 eGg'kb{5 . lxpF lrt'jf ko{6gsf] ;Defjgf 

pRr 5 t/ To; cl3 To;sf] jf;:yfg / cfxf/f ;lxt ko{6gsf] 

kx'Fr, ;'ljwf / uGtJodf ;'wf/sf] ljifodf k|z:t cg';Gwfg x'g' 

h?/L 5 . 

lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fsf] nflu :yfgLox¿nfO{ pTk|]l/t ug{ oxfFx¿;Fu 

s] s:tf sfo{qmdx¿ 5Gf\ <

;du|df w]/} kxnx¿ ePsf 5g\ . oBlk ;Lldt /sdsf] 

sf/0fn], xfn xfdLn] :yfgLo ?kdf ljz]if ?kdf lxpF lrt'jf nlIft 

sfo{qmdx¿ z'? ug{ ;s]sf 5}gf}+ . t/ xfdLn] jGohGt' arfcf}+ 

/ kof{j/0f Joj:yfkg cleofg -:jfdL_ z'? u/]sf 5f} . o; 

cleofgn] o'jf, :yfgLo hg;d'bfo / ljBfyL{x?nfO{ ;+/If0f  

If]qdf k|efjsf/L ?kdf ;xefuL u/fpFb} cfO/x]sf] 5 . 
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ESSay

Snow leopard is a vulnerable wildlife species that lives 
in the Himalayan region. Also known as the ‘Queen 
of the Mountain’, this animal plays an important role 
to maintain balance in the Himalayan ecosystem. It is 
our common responsibility to conserve this animal. It 
can’t be ruled out that if we can’t take proper steps 
in conservation of snow leopard, then this attractive 
animal may disappear altogether in the near future. 
To conserve the snow leopard is to conserve the 
ecosystem of the Himalayan region.

Various human activities have given rise to poaching 
of snow leopard. The trade of its bones and pelt is 
the main reason behind the poaching. Many different 
organizations working towards wildlife conservation 
such as Department of National Parks and Wildlife 
Conservation, WWF Nepal, National Trust for Nature 
Conservation, and Snow Leopard Conservancy are 
actively engaged in its conservation.  But its conservation 
is not possible with one’s sole attempt. Locals in the 
Himalayan region play an important and effective role 
in its conservation. Incidents such as livestock farmers 
having to endure loss due to snow leopard often make 
news. A few years ago, a snow leopard killed over 100 
sheep and goats in Marang, Upper Mustang. This is a 
great blow to farmers whose livelihood’s are sustained 
from their livestock. To minimize these kinds of loss, 
snow leopard-resistant sheds, and fox lights can be 
a medium. Alongside, there is a possibility that if the 
livestock are insured, the locals can contribute to snow 
leopard’s conservation without harboring any feeling 
of revenge against the predator.

One can discuss the problems in snow leopard 
conservation and locals’ role in it as follows;

Poaching

There’s hearsay that some people in the Himalayas 
barter snow leopard’s bones and skin with sheep 
and goats in Tibet. This gives them an opportunity 
to generate income. These kinds of activities are rife 
in those places where there’s loose law and order 

situation. 

It is impossible to conserve snow leopard unless the 
locals are aware of its importance. For its conservation, 
locals can do the following. 

- Deploy citizen scientists to prevent illegal actions 
by increasing patrolling and monitoring poaching. 

- Raise their voice to improve poaching prevention 
technology.

- Identify illegal routes and monitor them. 

In truth, this is really difficult work because snow 
leopards live in remote Himalayan regions. Local 
shepherds can be deployed in these regions to intensify 
patrolling. 

Shortage of natural prey base

When there’s a shortage of natural prey animals, snow 
leopards tend to prey on livestock as an alternative and 
easy prey. When the roaming areas of snow leopards 
are excessively occupied by livestock, it can displace 
the predator’s natural food species such as Blue Sheep, 
Himalayan Tahr, and Himalayan Marmot. This affects 
snow leopards and can lead to loss of livestock and 
instigate conflicts with humans. To prevent and mitigate 
these, locals can do the following. 

- Ensure the ample presence of Blue Sheep, 
Himalayan Tahr, and Himalayan Marmot  around 
snow leopard’s habitats. 

- Control poaching within and outside the 
conservation areas.

Conflict between snow leopard and humans

- A big challenge for snow leopard conservation is 
conflict with humans, which might lead humans to 
kill the predators. As complaints of loss of livestock 
rises, so has the presence of livestock in snow 
leopard’s grazing areas. Meanwhile, the number of 
wildlife feeding on grass is on the decline. Snow 
leopards that are habituated killing livestock also 
risk losing their lives because livestock farmers 
tend to retaliate in anger, killing the predators with 
poison or traps. 

- To mitigate the farmers’ wrath against snow 
leopards, the locals should be encouraged to adopt 
the following measures. 

Role of locals in  
snow leopard conservation

Saugat Thakali
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- Educating and encouraging farmers living around 
snow leopards’ habitat to make their livestock 
secure from attacks. 

- Building sheds resistant to predators’ attacks. 

- If the livestock are insured against snow leopard 
attacks, then the local farmers get motivated and 
can act as guardians in snow leopard conservation. 
It is thus imperative to adopt insurance policies.

Habitat loss

Human activities cause despoliation of its natural 
habitat, its existence hangs in the balance. 

It is our responsibility to preserve the high Himalayan 
ecosystem, which is very sensitive to global warming. 
Conserving the Himalayan ecosystem is conserving the 
living heritage in the region. 

Lack of awareness

It is found that there’s a dearth of awareness among 
local farmers about the importance of conserving 
snow leopard. Locals will hesitate to conserve snow 
leopard until the loss of livestock is minimized and 
proper compensation provided for the lost animals. 
The following can be done to raise awareness among 
locals about the importance of snow leopard.
- Providing locals with posters, and articles related 

to snow leopards. 
- Broadcasting programs in TV, Radio and social 

media that highlight the importance of snow 
leopard.

- Training locals and teachers about biodiversity 
conservation. 

At the end, we can understand that the role of local 
community is important and effective to conserve 
snow leopards. 

lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fdf  
:yfgLosf] e"ldsf

– ;f}uft ysfnL

lxpF lrt'jf lxdfnL If]qdf ljr/0f ug]{ ;+j]bgzLn >]0fLdf /x]sf] 

jGohGt' xf] . lxdfnsL /fgL eg]/ lrlgg] of] hgfj/n] lxdfnL  

If]qsf] kof{j/0fnfO{ ;Gt'ng /fVgsf] nflu dxTjk"0f{ e"ldsf  

v]n]sf] x'G5 . o;sf]  ;+/If0f ug{' xfdL ;a}sf] ;femf st{Jo xf] . 

olb xfdLn] ;dod} lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fdf plrt sbd rfNg ;s]gf}+ 

eg] lgs6 eljiodf of] lxdfnsf] cfs{ifs hgfj/ nf]k eP/ hfg] 

;DefjgfnfO{ gsf{g ;lsGg . lxpF lrt'jfsf] ;+/If0f ug{' eg]sf] 

lxdfnL kfl/l:ylts k|0ffnL hf]ufpg' xf] .

ljljw dfgjLo lqmofsnfkx¿n] ubf{ lxpF lrt'jfsf] lzsf/  

eO/x]sf] 5 . vf;ul/ x8\8L / 5fnfsf] Jofkf/ o;sf] lzsf/ 

x'g'sf] k|d'v sf/0f xf] . jGohGt'sf] If]qdf sfo{/t ljleGg 

;+3;+:yfx? h:t} /fli6«o lgs'~h tyf jGohGt' ;+/If0f ljefu, 

8An'8An'Pkm g]kfn, /fli6«o k|s[lt ;+/If0f sf]if, :gf] n]k8{  

sGh/e]G;L lxpF lrt'jf hf]ufpg nflu k/]sf 5g\ . lxpF lrt'jfsf] 

;+/If0f s;}sf] PSnf] k|of;n] ;+Dej 5}g\ . o;sf] ;+/If0fsf 

nflu lxdfnL e]usf :yfgLo dflg;x?sf] dxTjk"0f{ / k|efjsf/L 

e"ldsf x'G5 . cfˆgf] b}lgs hLjg ;+~rfngsf nflu kz'kfng u/]/  

a;]sf lxdfnL s[ifsx?n] lxpF lrt'jfsf] sf/0f 7"n} Iflt  

Joxf]g'{k/]sf] 36gf a]nfavt ;fj{hlgs x'g] u/]sf 5g\ .  

s]xL jif{ cl3 dflyNnf] d':tfªsf] d/fªdf Pp6} e]8f uf]7df 

!)) eGbf a9L e]8f / Rofª\uf lxpF lrt'jfaf6 dfl/Psf] lyof] h'g 

kz'kfng u/L hLjgofkg ug]{ s[ifssf] nflu 7"nf] Iflt xf] . 

o:tf] Iflt Go"gLs/0fsf nflu lxpF lrt'jf k|lt/f]ws vf]/ lgdf{0f 

/ kmS;nfO6sf] k|of]u ;dfwfgsf] dfWod x'g;Sb5 . ;fy}, 

:yfgLo :t/df 3/kfn'jf hgfj/sf] ladfsf] sfo{qmd nfu'  

u/]sf] v08df kz'kfns s[ifs klg lxpF lrt'jf;Fu k|ltzf]w  

g/fvL ;+/If0fsf] cleofgdf of]ubfg lbg ;Sg] ;Defjgf  

b]lvG5 . 

(Saugat studies in class 10 at Dhaulagiri Boarding School, Jomsom, Mustang)  
This essay won first prize in the essay competition held on International snow leopard day.
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lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fdf /x]sf ;d:ofx? / ;f] sf] Go"gLs/0fdf 

:yfgLosf] e"ldsfnfO{ o; k|sf/ rrf{ ug{ ;lsG5M  

rf]/L lzsf/ 

lxdfnLe]sdf s]xL dflg;x?n] ltAataf6 3/kfn'jf e]8f 

afv|f lngsf] nflu lxpF lrt'jfsf] x8\8L, 5fnfx? ;f6f;f6  

ug]{ u/]sf] eGg]  ;'lgG5  . o;af6  pgLx?nfO{ cfDbfgLsf] df}sf  

ldNb\5 . ljz]if u/L tL 7fpFx?df o:tf sfo{x? x'g] u/]sf] dflgG5 

hxfF sfg'gL Joj:yf sdhf]/ 5 . 

:yflgo dflg;x?nfO{ lxpF lrt'jfsf] dxTj af]w geP o;sf]  

;+/If0f ;+Dej 5}g . o;sf] ;+/If0fsf] nflu :yfgLon] lgDg 

sfdx¿ ug{ ;S5g\  .

a l;l6hg ;fOlG6;sf] kl/rfng a9fpg] / :yfgLosf] 

;+nUgtfdf rf]/L lzsf/ k|lt/f]w u:tL a9fO{ u}/sfg'gL sfo{  

lgoGq0f ug{] .  

a rf]/L lzsf/ k|lt/f]w k|ljlwdf ;'wf/ Nofpg cfjfh p7fpg] .

a cj}w Jofkf/ dfu{x?sf] klxrfg u/L ltgdf s8f lgu/fgL 

ug]{ . 

jf:tdf of] lgs} sl7g sfd xf] lsgsL lxpF lrt'jfx? ljs6 

lxdfnL If]qx?df Af:5g\ . o:tf If]qdf  :yfgLo uf]7fnfx?nfO{ 

kl/rfng u/L  lgu/fgL a9fpg ;lsG5 .

k|fs[lts cfxf/sf] sdL 

k|fs[lts cfxf/f k|hfltsf] ;xh cfk'lt{ geP lxpF lrt'jfn] j}slNks 

jf ;lhnf] cfxf/fsf] ?kdf  3/kfn'jf ufO{j:t' dfg{ yfN5g\ . lxpF 

lrt'jfsf] ljr/0f If]qdf 3/kfn'jf hgfj/sf] cTolws r/gn] ubf{ 

k|fs[lts cfxf/fx? gfp/, emf/n, ˆofpd";f lj:yflkt x'g;Sg] 

ePsf]n] lxpF lrt'jfnfO{ c;/ kb{5 . o;n] 3/kfn'jf ufOj:t'sf] 

Iflt a9\g] / dflg;;Fu lxpF lrt'jfsf] åGå a9\g] vt/f x'G5 . o; 

sfo{sf] lgoGq0f / /f]syfdsf nflu :yfgLo dflg;x?n] lgDg 

sfo{ ug{ ;Sb5g\  . 

a lxpF lrt'jfsf] jf;:yfgdf k|r'/ dfqfdf gfp/, emf/n, 

ˆofpd";fsf] pkl:ylt eP gePsf]  ;'lgl:rt ug]{ . 

a ;+/lIft If]qleq / aflx/ rf]/L lzsf/ ultljlw lgoGq0f ug]{ . 

lxpF lrt'jf / dfgj åGå

a kz'kfnsx?;Fusf] åGå / obfsbf pgLx¿af6 k|ltzf]wdf 

dfl/g' lxpF lrt'jfsf] ;+/If0fsf] 7"nf] r'gf}tL xf] . 3/kfn'jf 

hgfj/ dfl/Psf] u'gf;f] a9\g'sf] ;fy}, lxdfnL r/g If]qdf 

3/kfn'jf hgfj/x?sf] pkl:ylt al9/x]sf] 5 eg] 3fF; vfg] 

h+unL hgfj/x?sf] ;+Vof 36\b}5 . 3/kfn'jf hGt'x? dfg{ 

kNs]sf] lxpF lrt'jfx?n] k|foM cfkm}n] Hofg u'dfpg' kg]{ x'G5 

lsgeg] l/;n] r'/ ePsf uf]7fnfx?n] kf;f] yfk]/ jf ljif 

v'jfP/ logLx?nfO{ dfg]{ u/]sf] obfsbf ;'lgG5 . 

lxpF lrt'jfk|ltsf] uf]7fnfx? sf] k|ltzf]w x6fpg lgDg 

ls|ofsnfkx?df :yfgLox?nfO{ hfu?s agfpg' kb{5 . 

s_  lxpF lrt'jf ePsf] j/k/sf If]qdf a:g] kz'kfnsx?nfO{ 

cfˆgf] hgfj/nfO{ /fd|f] ;'/Iff ug{ l;sfpg] tyf k|f]T;fg  

ug]{ . 

v_  k/eIfL hgfj/ 3':g g;Sg] uf]7 agfpg] .

u_  lxpF lrt'jfsf] cfs|d0faf6 ePsf] Iflt 36fpg aLdfsf] Joj:yf 

u/]sf] v08df :yfgLo uf]7fnf]x?nfO{ yk xf};nf k|fKt eO{ 

pgLx? g} lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fsf] cleefjs aGg ;S5g\  

To};}n] aLdfsf] Joj:yf ul/g' kb{5 . 

jff;:yfgsf] ljgfz

–ljleGg dfgjLo ls|ofsnfkn] ubf{ lxpF lrt'jfsf] k|fs[lts 

jf;:yfgsf] u'0fdf x|f; cfPsf]n] g} o;sf] cl:tTj ;+s6df  

k/]sf] xf] . 

–tfks|d j[l4af6 cToGt} ;j]bgzLn pRr lxdfnL e]usf] kof{j/0f 

hf]ufpg' xfdL ;a}sf] st{Jo xf] . lxdfnL e]usf] kof{j/0f hf]ufpg' 

g} ;Dk"0f{ lxdfnL  If]qsf] h}ljs ;Dkbfx?sf] /Iff ug{' xf] . 

r]tgfsf] sdL 

kz'kfns tyf :yfgLo JolQmx?df lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fsf] dxTjaf/] 

r]tgfsf sdL /x]sf] kfOG5 . lxpF lrt'jfn] dfg]{ ufO{j:t'sf] ;+Vof 

g36];Dd / dfl/Psf ufO{j:t'sf] plrt Ifltk"lt{ geP;Dd of]  

;+j]bgzLn / xQkQ b]vf gkg]{ jGohGt'sf] ;+/If0fnfO{  

;xof]u ug{ :yfgLox? lxRflsrfpF5g\ . :yfgLo dflg;x?df 

lxpF lrt'jfsf] dxTjsf] af]w u/fpg lgDg sfo{ ug{ ;lsG5 M  

– kf]i6/, n]v /rgfx? :yfgLo dflg;x?nfO{ pknAw u/fpg] .

– /]l8of], 6]lnlehg tyf ;fdflhs ;+~hfndf o;sf] dxTj k'li6 

ug]{ ljleGg sfo{qmdx? Kf|;f/0f u/fpg] .

– ;+/If0f lzIfs tyf :yfgLox?nfO{ ljleGg tflnd lbg]  .

cGtdf, lxpF lrt'jfsf] ;+/If0fsf nflu :yfgLo hg;d'bfosf] 

e"ldsf dxTjk"0f{ / k|efjsf/L x'G5 eg]/ a'‰g ;lsG5 . 

-;f}uft hf]d;f]d, d':tfªl:yt wf}nflu/L af]l8Ë :s'ndf sIff !) df k9\5g\_
o; lgaGwn] cGt/f{li6«o lxpF lrt'jf lbjzsf] pknIodf cfof]lht lgaGw  
k|ltof]lutfdf k|yd k'/:sf/ lht]sf] lyof] .
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The Legend

g]kfnsf] ;+/If0f If]qsf cu|0fL JolQmTj –ljZjgfy pk|]tL
>L ljZjgfy pk|]tL, g]kfnsf] /fli6«o lgs'~h tyf jGohGt' ;+/If0f ljefusf] dxf–lgb]{zs aGg] klxnf] JolQm x'g\ . ;f] kbdf pgn] 
!! jif{ latfP . olt nfdf] ;do;Dd ljefusf] dxf–lgb]{zs aGg] klg pk|]tL klxnf] JolQm x'g\ . g]kfnsf] klxnf] ;+/lIft If]q lrtjg  
/fli6«o lgs'~h :yfkgfdf k|f/lDes r/0fb]lv g} pgL vl6Psf lyP . ;f] sfddf s0f{ zfSo, /]~h/x¿ /fdk|Lt ofbj / Zofdk|;fb 
pkfWofo klg ;xefuL eP . g]kfns} klxnf] /fli6«o lgs'~h tyf jGohGt' ;+/If0f P]g @)@( sf] lgdf{0fdf ;d]t pk|]tLn] of]ubfg 
lbPsf lyP . /fli6«o lgs'~h tyf jGohGt' ;+/If0f ljefudf pk|]lts} sfo{sfndf g]kfnsf] klxnf] lrtjg /fli6«o lgs'~h ;lxt 
!! j6f ;+/lIft If]qx¿ :yfkgf ePsf] lyof] .

Nepal’s Legendary Conservationist -  
Biswonath Upreti
Mr. Biswonath Upreti is the first person 
to become the Director General of 
the Department of National Parks and 
Wildlife Conservation (DNPWC) Nepal. 
He spent 11 years in that position. Upreti 
is the first person to remain so long in 
that position as Director General. He 
was involved in the preliminary work in 
establishing Nepal’s first protected area 
Chitwan National Park. Mr. Karna Shakya, 
Rangers Ramprit Yadav and Shyam 
Prasad Upadhya also accompanied him 
with that task. Upreti also contributed 
to formulating Nepal’s first National 
Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 
1973 (2029 BS). During his tenure at 
DNPWC, 11 different protected areas 
including Chitwan National Park had 
been established.
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organization Introduction

Resources Himalaya Foundation (RHF)
l/;f];{ lxdfno kmfpG8]zg -cf/PrPkm_

Resources Himalaya Foundation (RHF) was established 
as a research think-tank on natural resource 
conservation by late Dr PraladYonzon. RHF is a not-
for-profit research foundation. It has over 33 years 
of experience in innovative research and capacity 
building in biodiversity, environment and livelihood in 
Nepal, Bhutan and Sikkim through nearly 250 research 
projects. 

The mile stones initiatives of RHF includes; Count Rhino 
'94, Status of the red panda in the Himalayas, Hornbill 
ecology, Nationwide database of Chure (Siwalik) 
ecology, GIS database of Nepal's PA, Biodiersity and 
Forest Regeneration of Shivapuri Watershed Reserve 
(1989- 1992) a pioneer ‘biodiversity’ study project in 
Nepal, Nepal Biodiversity Action Plan, Biodiversity 
of the western Terai- Churiya Region, Nepal, 2001, 
Integratrion of Indigenous and Sustainable Knowledge 
for the Sustainable Use of Non Timber Forest Products 
(NTFPs) in Sagarmatha National Park and its Buffer 
Zone, Thirty Years of Community Forestry Mapping 
Forest Dynamics in the Middle Hills of Nepal, technical 
assistance in developing Annapurna Conservation 
Area Management Plan, Elephant Conservation Action 
Plan, Snow Leopard Conservation Action Plan, and 
Conservation Plan of the Western Tarai - Churiya 
Region as the primer for Terai Arc Landscape (TAL). 

RHF also assisted in developing "Rapid Biodiversity 
Survey Framework" for all nine protected areas of 
Bhutan including Phobjikha Conservation Landscape 
Area Plan. Bringing contemporary knowledge to 
deal with issues of natural resources conservation 
and mentoring the younger generation to build the 
conservationists of the future are the two major thrusts 
of RHF’s work. In the last five years it has mentored 
over 250 university graduates and enabled over 75 
graduates to engage in dissertation studies. 

:j= 8f= k|Nxfb of]Ghgn] k|fs[lts ;|f]t ;+/If0fsf nflu 

cg';Gwfg lj1–;d"xsf] ?kdf cf/PrPkmsf] :yfkgf 

ug{'ePsf] xf] . of] ;+:yf u}/–gfkmfd"ns ;+:yf xf] .  

g]kfn, e'6fg / l;lSsddf ul/Psf] @%) eGbf a9L kl/of]hgf 

dfkm{t h}jLs ljljwtf, jftfj/0f ;+/If0f / lhljsf]kfh{g h:tf 

ljifox?df cGj]if0f tyf cg';Gwfg / Ifdtf j[l4sf] If]qdf 

## jif{ eGbf a9Lsf] cg'ej o; ;+:yf;Fu /x]sf] 5 .

o; ;+:yfn] ;DkGg u/]sf sfo{qmdx? u}+8f u0fgf ($, 

lxdfnL If]qdf /ftf] xfa|]sf] cj:yf, wg]zsf] kfl/l:ylts 

lj1fg, r'/] -lzjflns_ sf] kfl/l:ylts cj:yfsf] /fi6«JofkL 

tYofÍ, g]kfnsf ;+/lIft If]qx?sf] lhcfO{P; tYofÍ, lzjk'/L 

hnfwf/ cf/Ifsf] h}jLs ljljwtf tyf jgIf]qsf] k'gM:yfkgf 

-!(*(– !((@_ cflb 5g\ . o; afx]s dxTjk"0f{ h}jLs ljljwtf 

ljifodfly g]kfns} klxnf] cWoog kl/of]hgf, g]kfnsf]  

h}jLs ljljwtf sfo{of]hgf, klZrd t/fO{ r'/] If]qsf] h}jLs 

ljljwtf ;+/If0f of]hgf -@))!_, ;u/dfyf /fli6o lgs'~h 

/ dWojtL{ If]qdf u}/ sfi7 jg k}bfj/sf] lbuf] pkof]usf 

nflu :yfgLo 1fg tyf lbuf] ;+/If0f ;+aGwL 1fgsf] Plss[t  

k|of]u, cGgk"0f{ ;+/If0f If]qsf] Joj:yfkg of]hgf, xfQL  

;+/If0f sfo{ of]hgf, lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0f sfo{ of]hgf, t/fO{ 

e"kl/lw sfo{qmdsf nflu k[i7e"ldsf] ?kdf klZrd t/fO{–r'/] 

If]qsf] ;+/If0f sfo{of]hgf lgdf{0fdf cf/PrPkmn] k|fljlws 

;xof]u u/]sf] 5. 

kmf]lAhvf sGh{e];g Nof08:s]k Pl/of Knfg nufot 

e'6fgsf ( j6f ;a} ;+/If0f If]qx?sf] …Øflk8 afof]8fOe{l;l6 ;e{]  

k|]mdjs{Ú tof/ ug{sf nlfu klg cf/PrPkmn] ;xfotf u/]sf]  

5 . k|fs[lts ;|f]t ;+/If0f / eljiosf ;+/If0fljb\x? tof/ 

ug{sf nflu o'jf lk+l9nfO{ tof/ ug{] ljifosf ;jfndf 

;d;fdoLs 1fg canDag ug{] cf/PrPkmsf k|d'v 

b'O{ sfo{ x'g . kl5Nnf] kfFr jif{df o;n] @%) eGbf a9L 

ljZjljBfnosf ljBfyL{x?nfO{ pTk|]l/t u/]sf] 5 eg] &% 

eGbf a9L ljBfyL{x?nfO{ ;f]wkq n]Vg nufPsf] 5 . 
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Mr. Yogeshore Bhattarai, District Education Chief of Taplejung, Eastern 
Nepal inaugurated the two days’ workshop in October 3, 2021 on 
snow leopard-based reference book field test. 

Herders from Koma village, upper Dolpo installing fox light 
supported by Snow Leopard Conservancy. 

Niraj Thakali, field coordinator for community based snow leopard 
project is interviewing a local herder to know human - snow leopard 
conflict in lower Mustang. 

Tungalagtuya Khuukhenduu providing training to schoolchildren on 
grassland ecosystem and biodiversity conservation, Dornod Province, 
Mongolia.

Baltistan Wildlife Conservation and Development Organzation, Pakistan 
conducting conservation education.

Chief District Officer of Mustang Mr. Netra Sharma. along with security 
personnel and conservation stakeholders after patroling the local forest 
in Jomsom. The team had discovered a live musk deer, five dead ones 
and two dead red foxes and 179 foot traps.    
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CONSERVATION ACTIONS WE CAN TAKE
• Report poaching to the concerned authorities.

• Protect Snow Leopard habitats and their prey species.

• Take measures to minimize loss of livestock to Snow Leopard: for example, guard livestock CAREFULLY (OR WILL),  
avoid leaving animals to graze near cliffs or in very broken terrain AND KEEP THEM IN THE PREDATOR-PROOF CORRALS.

• Spread wildlife conservation awareness among local people and tourists.

BECOME A STEWARD FOR NATURE BY ENCOURAGING YOUR COMMUNITY TO CO-EXIST WITH THE ENDANGERED SNOW 
LEOPARD BY TAKING THE ABOVE ACTIONS.

BY ENSURING SNOW LEOPARDS CAN FIND SUFFICIENT WILD PREY FOR FOOD, AND SO THAT THEY DO NOT HAVE TO RELY 
UPON DOMESTIC LIVESTOCK FOR THEIR SURVIVAL.

Snow Leopards and other wildlife are like a necklace of jewels around our mountains!

Do you know these facts?
• Snow Leopard is among the endangered species of Nepal and other 12 range countries in South & Central Asia.

• Snow Leopard serves as an indicator for environmental health of the high mountain ecosystem.

• Like humans and all animals, Snow Leopards require food, shelter and security from enemies.

• Snow leopard presence in Nepal and the Himalayas can be compared with the importance of lions to African countries 
or the White giant Panda to China.

• Snow leopard is part of natural heritage and is unique and valuable to the area.

Ph
ot

o 
: S

no
w

 M
on

ke
y 

M
uk

hi
ya

 


