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DNPWC is consistently moving in
a strategic way

Saving the Snow Leopard is not possible
without the Snow of the Himalaya

-Dr. Tirtha Bahadur Shrestha - Dr. Pem Narayan Kandel

— |

The first responsibility to conserve
wildlife falls on the community

-Dr. George Schaller

How one woman beat mining giants and
saved snow leopard’s habitat
- Bayarjargal Agvaantseren
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COVID-19: An Unprecedented Challenge and Outstanding Opportunity for

Snow Leopard Conservation

The year 2020 has brought unprecedented challenges with the
COVID-19 pandemic affecting daily lives globally. This crisis has
forced us all to adapt how we interact with the environment at
all levels with public health, safety and food security prioritized to
the highest degree. The global economy remains in flux as sectors
like tourism have come to a screeching halt. Ecotourism and other
community-based livelihood programs, snow leopard research and
conservation programs in all snow leopard range countries have
been significantly interrupted.

With the pandemic taking center stage, other threats such as
wildlife poaching, increasing human-wildlife conflict, infrastructure
development, mining, climate change and new possible zoonotic
diseases are still looming in the shadows — all affecting snow
leopards, their mountainous habitats and importantly, the people
sharing the same landscape as this “Ghost of the Mountains.”

While we must all navigate through uncertain times, we have a
unique opportunity to reflect, re-envision and strategize for a more
sustainable future. Hopefully, new opportunities will emerge from
this pandemic.

With public health closely intertwined with animal and ecosystem
health, there is never been a more important time to emphasize
the interconnectedness of all nature, including humans. We can
reimagine a world that prioritizes these holistic interrelationships,
the role of grass-roots community-driven conservation and global

collaboration. The crisis affords the chance for crafting a more
resilient sustainable global society: One that prioritizes human,
animal and ecosystem health more equitably, the One Health
approach.

Realizing at how far we have come collectively and given the power
and resiliency of courageous Nepalese citizens and conservationists
working with communities to conserve the sacred snow leopard
and its vital mountain ecosystem, is what gives us hope.

Since 2011, Snow Leopard Conservancy (SLC) in partnership
with National Trust for Nature Conservation (NTNC) carried
out several snow leopard initiatives such as; camera trap surveys,
predator proof corral construction, snow leopard monitoring
camps and publication of snow leopard magazines. SLC under the
Darwin Initiative, is also working with Mountain Spirit in Nepal to
craft new strategies for diversifying sustainable, community-based
livelihoods and enterprises in rural mountainous communities
most at risk of conflict with snow leopards. Herders are being
trained to use innovative tools like Foxlights © to reduce livestock
depredation losses and ward off retaliatory killing of snow leopards.

We hope that each of you will enjoy the diverse and admirable
conservation initiatives highlighted in this 6th edition of Snow
Leopard Magazine. We provide these stories to inspire you to
envision and support a healthy, sustainable, resilient and bright
future for snow leopards and biodiversity alike, in Nepal and
beyond!
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Karan Bahadur Shah

They kept five sheep tied up in different places across the
high pasturelands for ten days, yet, not one was killed by
snow leopard. Instead, a brown bear and a wolf ate a sheep
each on the | Ith and 12th day.The sheep were used to lure
snow leopard so that their photos were taken by the hidden
camera.

A team of Nepali experts from Kathmandu had gone to
the Limi Valley of Humla to make an awareness-raising
documentary about the snow leopard.The team was led by
Bhaju Acharya and comprised of Aadav Ghimire, Om GC,
Khemraj Poudel, Naushal Yadav, Bhuwan Aryal, Kramesh
Khadka and Professor Baran Shah. This was their third
expedition to Limi. Earlier, they had conducted a detailed
study of the biodiversity of the region. This time, though,
their objective was to capture the snow leopard in their
cameras and make a documentary about it and promote it
nationally and internationally.
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While in the area, they discussed about the snow leopard
with the local villagers. In various places of Limi Valley they
recorded the snow leopard’s footprints, droppings, scrapes
and marks of urine on stones and rocks as well as the
skull and skeletons of animals the leopard had killed like
Bluesheep, Tibetan argali and Kiang in their movie cameras.
Even when sheep were used as bait or when automatic
cameras were placed in snow leopard trails, they caught
footage of other animals found in the area but not the snow
leopard itself, commonly known there as Sabu.

Snow leopards are found in other high mountain areas of
Nepal too. But the study team specifically went to Limi
for a third time because no other place has such an easy
environment for study and research. But despite all their
hard work, the animal known as ‘Ghost of the Mountains’
was nowhere to be found.

Although the villagers largely helped with the research, they
objected to the use of sheep as live bait.“Those protesting
must be the ones who did not get any direct benefits before
and now,” Bhaju said, The villagers are saying that if the sheep
are used as bait then snow leopards and other predators
will get used to their taste and start actively looking for and
hunting the locals’ domesticated animals and livestock.”
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On the one hand, they were not finding a snow leopard and

on the other, the perception was slowly turning negative.

This upset them, and they now wanted to finish the work as
soon as possible and return to Kathmandu.

Seeing the bitterness, the team was facing, Professor Shah
came up with a wonderful plan.To make a fake snow leopard
and film it from a distance. “But how to show a snow
leopard in such a remote place? How to make it, paint it and
everything?” tem member Naushal expressed his concerns.

Snow leopards
are found in other
high mountain areas
of Nepal too.

“You don’t worry about that. Leave it all to the master. I'll
take care of everything,’” Professor Shah said in a tone of
admonishment. “One of us will wear a snow leopard pelt
and we will shoot it from a distance,” Professor said,“There.
Done. Finished.Then the documentary goes viral!” Everyone
let out a hearty laugh.“But how to bring the pelt sir?” Bhaju
asked.

“Ok, everyone listen carefully,” Professor said, “The
Buddhists of this area usually skin the animal carcasses they
find in the forests and offer it to the monasteries.They also
offer skulls and horns. Of the three villages in Limi Valley, Til,
Halji and Zhong, the oldest monastery of the area is in Halji
where the pelt of a large male snow leopard that recently
died has been removed and hung” Saying that, Professor
Shah took everyone to the Halji monastery.

The professor requested the monastery Lama to let them
have the snow leopard pelt for a few days. In return, he




promised to give the monastery Rs. 5,000. The Lama said
that he would talk with the committee and send the pelt
to Zhong village the next morning. The team members
had a look at the belt from a distance and praised the old
professor’s trick in their hearts.

“Even though we didn’t find a real snow leopard, we will at
least not lose our dignity this way guys!” The team leader
Bhaju told everyone who responded with a loud laugh.

Early next morning, the snow leopard pelt arrived at their
camp.They used the village technique of rubbing salt, oil and
hot water on the pelt with their feet to soften it. They had it
sown to make it wearable and give it a clear appearance of
a snow leopard.

“Sonam will be the fake snow leopard,” Aadav said, covering
the young man who had been working with the team as a
daily-wage helper for the past few days with the leopard pelt.
Sonam hesitated for a while.“You’ll get cash dude.Why are
you hesitating?”” Aadav reproached.

The team gained a separate energy now that they had a
snow leopard with themselves. Taking all their belongings,
they walked for five hours along a winding inclined path from
Zhong to a place called Chyakpalung with alpine meadows
in Buki Patan at an altitude of 5,200 metres and set up camp
for the night.

The next morning, after breakfast, everyone went to the
Sakhe stream to film the fake snow leopard as planned. After
walking for about an hour, they reached above the stream
and decided to have Sonam, in the form of a snow leopard,
walk on the other side and film it.

The stream was about 400 metres below the place where
they were halting. From there, the stream was only slightly
visible but the slightly elevated grass-covered land on the
other side could be seen very clearly.The discussion was for
Sonam to cross the stream and then wear the pelt and walk
up like a snow leopard. After walking for about 200 metres,
the team on the other side of the stream would yell “Cut!
We're done Sonam” and then Sonam would come back.The
whole activity would be captured on camera.

Sonam descended to the bank of the stream with the leopard
pelt. The people on this side prepared the camera and sat
around joking. Sonam should have crossed the stream and
started walking up like a snow leopard in half an hour at
most. But 40 minutes passed, and he didn’t come, leaving
the team annoyed. Finally, after approximately 45 minutes,
the snow leopard appeared walking slowly upwards and the
team started filming. The snow leopard was walking a little
faster than they thought. After 200 metres it walked, Bhaju
let out two loud cries, “Cut! We're done Sonam.” But his
shouting had no impact and the snow leopard began walking
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faster. Seeing this, everyone started shouting in unison,“Stop
Sonam. We're done. Cut! Cut!” But the snow leopard just
kept walking and soon disappeared from their sight.

This was an unexpected behaviour on the part of Sonam and
this became of a topic of discussion.

“Sonam has made off with the snow leopard pelt and is
heading to Taklakot via Mansarovar trail. will now sell the
skin and earn Rs. 400,000 to Rs. 500,000, Professor Shah
said.

“The young boy from Limi had the chance to wear the warm
pelt of a snow leopard during this cold winter and didn’t
even realise where he went,” Kramesh put forth his opinion.

“He had covered his whole body with the pelt,” Bhaju said,
“Maybe he didn’t hear us!”

They had only just started drinking the coffee they had
brought with them in a thermos when Sonam suddenly
appeared in front of them. Before anyone could open their
mouths, he himself said, “l could not cross the stream, so |
came back.” They were shocked to see his remorseful face.
They just stared at each other in confusion. It was clear what
had happened. The snow leopard they had filmed was the
real animal which came up after seeing Sonam.

Everyone realised the unexpected success they had, and
their happiness now knew no bounds. After that, they all left
back for Zhong village.A man named Ubjan Shahi had a hotel
on the road back to Zhong. They all decided to celebrate
their last night in Limi there.

After a while, a campfire was lit. The hotel owner served
alcohol and beer to everyone.

The team leader Bhaju said a few words, “Congratulations
and thank you everyone for the success of this programme.
Today’s snow leopard was a gift to the team from Baran sir.
His plan to use a fake snow leopard allowed us to find a real
one. On behalf of all of us, many thanks to you Professor sir.”
After that, everyone ‘cheered’ their glasses of local alcohol
and beer. Even Aadav, who never drank alcohol, drank a
Chinese beer on everyone’s insistence, calling it his ‘first and
last’ drink.

As the alcohol began taking effect, songs and music started
to erupt. Empty bottles of alcohol, empty jars of water and
plates became musical instruments being played by hand and
spoons and songs started echoing. Suddenly, a snow leopard
began to dance to the rhythm of music, dragging its legs,
body and long tail on the ground.This time, instead of Sonam,
it was the old professor inside the pelt, intoxicated on the
local liquor. The fake snow leopard dancing in front of them
made everyone recall the scene of the real snow leopard
they had seen that afternoon.
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Sustaining Snow Leopard
Conservation

Darwin Initiative project “Sustaining Snow Leopard
Conservation through Strengthening Local Institutions and
Enterprises” has been implemented in the Nar and Phu
villages of Annapurna Conservation Area and Khumbu Valley
of Sagarmatha National Park and Buffer Zone area . The
followings are the project outputs:

I. Capacities Building of Local Government and
Stakeholder

The project developed and reviewed 3 training manuals
entitled ‘APPA: Conservation Governance and Environmental
Safeguards”. The manuals were also field tested in Nar and
Phu villages and Khumbu valley.

Similarly, eight training sessions were delivered targeting
164 participants in the field whereas 23 people received
Training of Trainer trainings in Kathmandu. Among these, 4
trainings were conducted in the field whereas 4 were given
in Kathmandu.

2. Biological Monitoring

The project has completed three biological monitoring
activities. First, the blue sheep population dynamic survey
which found that the Nar Phu valley has enough prey base to
support |15 or more snow leopards.

The second livestock depredation pattern monitoring in the
Sagarmatha National Park found that since 2017 wolves have

overtaken snow leopards as the main livestock predator in
the area.

The third monitoring report focusing on human-wildlife
conflict found that in an average a household in Nar and Phu
villages annually loses US$ 489 and US$ 766, respectively, to
the snow leopard depredation.This is a very significant loss
given the poor economic base of the region. More biological
monitoring is now planned for the third year.

3. Snow Leopard Based Enterprises and Private
Sector Engagement

Despite rapid early progress and keen private sector interests
in designing and promoting a high value snow leopard-based
tourism product, the progress on this has stalled in the last
8 months. There were personnel changes within Ennovent,
the partner organization, and finding qualified persons for
the replacement has proved difficult. Trail Angels/Fair Trails
remains continue to remain Ennovent's key international
partner, but development of critical marketing and branding
materials has been delayed due to Covid 9.

As many as 22 women from Nar and Phu villages were
trained in food preparation and baking. Most of the trainees
were tea-shop and hotel owners and this training is expected
to increase their incomes, once tourism resumes in the Nar-
Phu valley in the post COVID period.
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light sky’s ima
By Carol Parks

blazoned in reverse—
black stars against golden-white,
dark Milky Way flowing down the center,
terrestrial yang to celestial yin—
walking the Earth
mostly unseen
but present.

Present as a heartbeat in the stillness.
Present as a warm touch in the cold.
Present as a body enclosing the limitless.
Present as complement and completeness.
At the interface of earth and heaven
snow leopard treads,

and the world continues to be.
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ARTICLE

The First

GlobalConservationStrategy

for the Pallas’s Cat

Ashleigh Lutz-Nelson

Sharing their range with snow leopards, Pallas’s cats
(Otocolobus manul) are native to the northern latitudes of
Central Asia, living on the open steppes and rocky outcrops
typical of this temperate region. Pallas’s cats, also known as
manul, weigh between 2.7 - 6 Kg as adults, and prey mainly
upon pika and marmot. As Like their big cat neighbors,
Pallas’s cats’ thick coat is perfectly adapted to this habitat,
including elevations up to 4,200m. In the context of Nepal,
Pallas’s Cat’s image was recaptured in the camera trap in
Manang in December 2013 while carrying out snow leopard
monitoring and was officially recognized. The monitoring
was conducted by wildlife biologist Bikram Shrestha along
with Tashi R. Ghale of Snow Leopard Conservancy (SLC)
and Sudip Adhikari, Former Office In-charge of Annapurna
Conservation Area Project (ACAP). Manang based Field
Biologist, Citizen Scientist and Photographer Tashi had
installed the camera where the image had been recorded.

The
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In 2016, Pallas’s cats were listed as Near Threatened on
the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species, acknowledging
there were major gaps in knowledge of abundance, behavior,
ecology, distribution, and threats to the species. To address
this, the Pallas’s Cat International Conservation Alliance
(PICA) project was formed by Nordens Ark, the Royal
Zoological Society of Scotland, and the Snow Leopard
Trust, with support from Foundation Segré. Together with
the Pallas’s Cat Working Group, IUCN SSC Cat Specialist
Group, EAZA and AZA regional zoological partners PICA
aimed to use a global collaborative effort to help conserve
this important small iconic wild cat.

PICA’s goals are to increase knowledge about threats and
conservation status of Pallas’s cats, improve knowledge
about distribution and ecology, raise awareness within range
countries and globally, provide in situ field work support,
and bring specialists together to develop the first-ever
conservation strategy for Pallas’s cats. PICA uses a One
Plan Approach, meaning it includes both in situ and ex situ
scientists, conservationists and zoologists working with the
species.

In November 2018, the first Global Action Plan workshop
for Pallas’s cats was hosted by PICA and Nordens Ark in
Sweden. The workshop, facilitated by the IUCN SSC Cat
Specialist Group, included 28 wild cat conservationists
representing 14 countries, including 8 Central Asian Pallas’s
cat range countries.The participants, primarily working with
big cat species such as snow leopards, tigers, and Persian
leopards, helped assess abundance, distribution and threats
of the lesser-known Pallas’s cat. After identifying threats
and the lack of knowledge about elusive Pallas’s cats, a
comprehensive conservation strategy was developed over
the course of three days using [IUCN'’s Strategic Planning
Cycle.The resulting Global Action Plan and updated Status
Review was published in the [IUCN Cat News Special Issue
Nr. 13 dedicated to Pallas’s Cats.

This collaboration is a big step forward for Pallas’s cat
conservation, and overall, a significant measure for small cat
conservation as it was a first for a small cat species, usually
overshadowed by the more well-known big cats.

(Ashleigh serves as Vice President at Snow Leopard Conservancy)
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THE LEGETD

The first responsibility to conserve

wildlife falls on the community:
Dr. George Schaller

Anil Adhikari

Dr. George Schaller is among the greatest conservationists
of our time. He has not only studied important fauna in
Africa, Asia and South America, but he has been equally
active in their conservation, including helping to establish
protected areas in many countries.

Born in Berlin, Germany in 1933, Schaller moved to the
USA in his youth where he completed his higher education
and settled down to a distinguished career.

Schaller’s first observation of a snow leopard in the wild
happened in 1970 in the Chitral Gol (Valley) of Pakistan.The
cat had a small cub, and by supplying the pair with a steady
supply of meat. Schaller had observed them for a week. He

The
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was able to take the world’s first photograph of a snow
leopard in the wild (Hillard.D. “Vanishing Tracks”, Mandala
Book Point, Kathmandu, 1989). Other Conservationists also
believe that Schaller is the first person to take a picture of
a snow leopard in the wild. However, Schaller mentions that
he never claimed this work. "l had taken some pictures of
snow leopards in the Hindu Kush mountains of Pakistan 5
decades, ", he replies of a question via email and says, "But |
do not say that | am the person to take the first shot of the
snow leopard.”

Schaller’s passion for studying wild animals established him
as a gifted biologist credited with many first time studies of
endangered animals, including definitive work on the African
Lion and the first detailed study of the Tiger, completed in
India in the late 1960’s. He was the first to survey gorillas,
debunking the then prevalent myth that Gorillas were
aggressive and dangerous toward human.Along with his wife
Kay, he spent years studying Gorilla in Uganda, Congo and
Rwanda. Likewise, Schaller was the first biologist to carry
out an intensive ecological survey of the Giant Panda. He
has worked on the big cats, including Cheetah, Tiger, Snow
leopard and their prey species. In China, Schaller focused on
the Chiru but also studied Tibetan mammals such as; snow
leopards and wild yaks.

In 1972, Schaller visited Nepal,and studied snow leopard and
its prey species Blue sheep in Gaurishankar Conservation
Area, and where he reported at least three snow leopards
roamed the valley. Recently, photos of two snow leopards
were captured on camera traps in Gaurishankar’s Rolwaling
and Lapchi valleys.

In 1973, Schaller travelled to Shey Gompa, Dolpa district to
study the Blue Sheep, key prey species for snow leopard. It
is very remote area inhabited by people of Tibetan ancestry.

The American writer Peter Matthiessen accompanied him,
and after a difficult five-week trek, they reached Shey-Gompa.
Both men were hoping to see the snow leopard, which is so
rarely sighted in its natural habitat. They spotted a pack of
wolves hunting bluesheep around Shey-Gompa. But Peter
had to leave in the middle of the trip, with his dream of
seeing a snow leopard unfulfilled. A few years later, Peter
wrote the entitled ‘The Snow Leopard’ which became world
famous essay of their journey. Despite repeated sightings of
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Dr. George Schaller examining the snow leopard scat other in picture are Tshiring Lhamu Lama, Alex Matthiessen (son of Peter Matthiessen)

and Peter Werth

bluesheep, snow leopard’s many footprints, scrapings and
faeces, Peter never saw a snow leopard throughout his trip;
but Schaller did, near Dolpa’s Phoksumdo Lake on his way
out. Schaller wrote about this encounter in his book ‘Stones
of Silence’. Both writings provided insight into trekking in
Nepal.

In 1981, following the first radio-tracking study of 5 snow
leopards by Dr. Rodney Jackson’s team (see snow leopard
magazine volume 3),and study done by Schaller, Government
declared the area Shey-Phoksundo to National Park.To date,
Schaller has helped to establish more than 20 protected
areas around the world.

For his global level outstanding contributions to the field
of wildlife, Schaller has been felicitated with the ‘National
Geographic Lifetime Achievement Award’, the ‘World
Wildlife Fund Gold Medal’, ‘National Book Award’ and the
‘Indianapolis Prize’ along other distinguished awards or
recognitions.

“Schaller is the only biologist in the world who has influenced
so many other biologists,” Dr. William G. Convey, former
head of the Wildlife Conservation Network, USA noted,*He
is also an exceptional living biologist who has contributed
greatly to the conservation of many important species.”

“Cat species are really beautiful,” Schaller says,“They play an
important role in the ecosystem.”

“If | were to study snow leopards”, says Schaller, “The blue
sheep and the plants they depend on will also be the focus of
my study. This is to say, while studying any animal, the entire
ecosystem needs to be studied. | am interested in analysing
the interrelationship between living beings in the nature.”

“The best thing is,” he adds, “when we conserve one snow
leopard, we're also conserving the alpine pastures and the
entire habitat of the high mountains of the South and central
Asia”

Schaller, who is now 87, still travels across the world
spreading the message of conservation. He wants his
contributions to play some role in conserving this planet
for future generations. For this to take hold, Dr. Schaller
knows that local communities have a crucial role to play as
committed stewards of their immediate landscape.

(Note: George's wife Kay has been a partner in his work for over 60 years.
With their two sons they lived in Tanzania, India, and other countries
while George did his work.)

U6 aQ | &3 fagan

Photo: copyright Beth Wald and date: 2016



dGISIGqehl T Jlol

UfRcll i31d T ACTID &l

Sl GIol 22Aaal2

3. 3131 IUCTR R JAAD! @S IEUIDHAEE HES
U®B §ol | 3oiol JAMbohT, U I G 3IiRas dRIGRIasT
o AECAYUl ToUSToqRIMD! SEAAS] Al JRDI Bolol, YU
ICESA AMWT SFRT IAUGT Ji6l oed I8 [AoNgHadl
TREUTIT UfeT AR D IR &e |

QRO I oDl SfefcTd STooicdl 3ol dooldl SR
31D JTE T 3d Jolol 3T RIET EAIol IR I U@ ulasd
SAfIBIR! eTol OR |

TIATAIS 200 I UIfpIdTeidd! RIS JlieT (SUTAHI)
UfRcl Ueh (&3 Rigar ¢¥chl RIE | 30T U3l Jlell S I
gafta RIBR UfeT R | IcaiRel JoNaRcls AlAllGT ATl
UBAE | 33cT of deidll AaRUT JTot (33 RIgaTd! JJRSD UfRelr
AR el ID (BSTS. 3T, FMAIT SNy, HUSC §ab
UISoc, TBIOHIUE] 0066) | DBIRITT JEAGES Ulel IATTTR
of TIGTaT [ATRT JTot 133 RIGaTad! UfRedl ara 7ol Tfth Teddl
ATV | AR IATCTR 3B o] DI cAXAT STat STIRDI
gar3sa |

TGASTEGRBD! SEINIG] YD TAGTIRED! TToNde! 3ol Tl
BIeTER I UlIametl g 6&Re 5 [Afdesl Jddseusa
IS SNaR®MD! URcll U 3FEIe] Jlof 9 e |
BGIEUIDT AT M g Addoel foifRTd bldl I SR
Jol AQGO I JGCAIR URT JIRED! Ul ! URAll Rqa
3G |

JJRTEDT URRET HeuT Joiet IR S TeT JJReeT SforIury
WM 3 MBAUT JToi 51 Al afeol gideTls fARIGAT | Jaiel
3o Ucall oIS AATCTS 78 YoNes], WIN I JATUSIAN aut
JREATERD! SEAACTIHT [FAEDBI RIE | TAX, SSE TSI
JI&aT Jifdcs AAETUT Il UfRedl SNARIBGN IR I | oI,
Jolel Ryell, Ui o, R3 Rigar 3E goil R Ysag® I
fAoNgXR®d! BRI USMARH Ufol WIdt IR | HieTall IATFAIST
‘>’ I TGl 3EAAS] Bfogd IR aR B3 RIgaEx I Soret
T T [Feadl IFTEN ToUToGRID! Ul STEAAS IR |

Q0Q AT IATTTRA FIADI I B JEGUT 8131 Sloaiaad!
IR JM3a JNeR &3 Rigar I TIID! I /R GM3IDI
3EINIG] JR, T 3UCADIAT BhaAbd doldel &3 Rigarer
fraRur o1ef IR RUIE TRl gt R | I fdr
JRETUT G5IDT AcalAs I AT SUCADII FICTAIT AT AT
33 RIGaRBd! aRaR TATeRT CIUEHA DG eI R |

IATARST 030 AT RS RIgard! g 3NER ol3D
3TEQRIG] Jlal SIcUl f3ieetiadl A-JNGUreh! ABN IR | AN &
fsadl UAIEX STUdD! HOIRIGS SAET U] e I3 R |

I AT IATARIT SARD oW\ e FAMAAS Ufor
JRAON et RAIE | Ufg ALAIdD! didal Uget AU JoNgs
A-oNFwr QI | gASTolet 7S RIGARIOT Ufor AleicabR JTaf 31N
AT 1Y, ol IAD! Yihfdcd arIGian fRer fRagedl |
Jalgxel A-INFUl aRUR afAEXD! FAleiet 3BT RIBR
IR A | TR RS RIqan &kol ! detan IEeT & feel A
AT fSTeT Big] U=IT | TIAD! DA auufts fUeel INgodd!
A5 AfeTD! B3 Rigar Rifcbad!l JIad o4 3ol f[aed UG
Sl | S3RD! SAGED, B3 Rigard! YU UCRIGRES, 3t
JRIDT T G Ucb Uedh dieufer fieel IR B3 fagar
&3 RIqal A | el AIGICHRDI R IAGTRET el YIh
IclcAH Ab Ao H AT o[dI Bl | gﬁ gradbaxct olulcidl

USITHTCR! 13730 UIeichT St B aufel IR |

Q03Q JATCTAT 31, IZoN FATIRIGID! G UGS Uch Y acl &3
RIGAESETS IZA BeR IR URT IRDT 3RS I IAGR
DI SEAAGID! MRS A-WBIFJUS! &S Ul IRBIRET
A-BIFHUST AR foTc>5T BN IAT | SSRATA IACTR
o1 AARAIR 0 8iGal Fél AT FHET IAUST Jlot JRADT
JIRBT Bl |

FoIh! [ARGITIT AOTGIGT] JFAGRADY IATTAITS ‘oiRTeTeT
I JIFHOIES GSEDI & |

STAARGAEL ST Ba’ SIARIDBITAT ASTSATSH DBGNTT
oicaceapl Ud UdlA SI. A 57 dodet afol, ‘X Joil eIl
ST ST Ul Gol AT RTS8 ol 8- Fgeayu
STasToqaBD! AREUIH AoTalel §=2E |’

‘ORI USTARS Joor oo, IACER 8iG8d], ‘UaxuiiT
YUTATSN Jolia%ch! dacayul SfdiehT §ot I’

‘AT, I RS RIGAID! A ITE o, IAceiR o8Bl
‘IRIDT SMERT o3R 3T odR ook I@al dolRufd IRl
STEAAGTH! [N §oB | AJD! AT, ToASNoGDI AT TG
UIRRARG YU 3G JIRGE | Udmidd Stagodrad!
GARAFTE IR B I§B I’

ISAl B o, IAceR e, ‘Sd &N €3eT R Rigar
SOM3E!, BTt ST T e BRATDT 3T FATSH Si5iasT UddiT
g1 JigTer I JFYUT ARIRATS UfS FOMSIAEDT §ovl I’

BT JARM avesT IATR JNSBUleT AARDT Afdoer SRIEHA
gOR JREVIDT ToeRT EGSIADT ol | 3ol UIRcsa], Sod! DA
JTElele 330l YIdTcbl ol &I Jodl Bdl aeAdal IMGd
BRI | IT DRI JRR of AT GRS 3M-3TFol arRu
aTETI STTsTToTaIch] JET JTet UlaidE, ST ARG FEcayu aforapl
foralg JTE8e] aicor 31. IATTARCTS AR & |

(Sie: 31F TATCTRDY SNAT DI S5US 60 AIIRA IR TRDT BIARTD! AR IXAH el | 33t BT J1c] FoNa® ¢S BRIGE AR AL, AR I 31 FfdERd SIC 1)

The
Snow Leopard |Page 13



[NTERVICW

Saving the

S not possible without the Snow of the Hmalaya

A leading authority on Nepal's
biodiversity especially on
the plant resources, Dr.
Tirtha Bahadur Shrestha has
devoted his entire life to the
;_.‘i . conservation of Nepal’s flora,

! ng _ ' fauna and ecosystems. The
=~ foremost botanist and a hero
‘ of environmental conservation
of endemic plant species in
Nepal, Dr. Shrestha served
as the study team leader for
2 e the creation of Makalu-Barun
A Ty National Park and has helped
BER R RN 0N to classify major forests
l.-‘ ? ;\ in the country throughout

1 +s \ his career. As the author of
s EIRN Nepal's Country Report on
J ) Biodiversity, Dr. Shrestha has
- conducted the classification of
rare and endangered plant taxa

across the country. Not only

: that, he has authored more
than 20 books, and hundreds
1 NR Rkt : 1’ of articles, containing new
1, discoveries, concepts and
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ideas. Life member of Nepal
& Academy Dr. Shrestha shared

his experiences on biodiversity
through editorial team of Snow
Leopard Magazine.
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Dr.T.B.Shrestha (Left) with Dr. M.L. Banerjee (Middle) and Mr. ].D.A Stainton (Right),
the most famous botanists regarding the flora and forests of Nepal, sitting in Daman Herbal Farm in Feb 1967.

Are you happy with present scenario of biodiversity
conservation in the country?

-Almost a quarter of Nepal’s total area has been assigned
for protected area system as National Parks, Conservation
Areas, Hunting Reserves,Wildlife Reserves and Ramsar Sites.
Similarly, about twenty thousand Community Forest User
Groups (CFUGs) comprising 35% of total populations are
engaged to manage their forests in a sustainably way. Level of
public awareness as regards to biodiversity conservation has
been raised considerably. One can afford to be happy with
present scenarios of biodiversity conservation in Nepal.
However, new challenges are emerging especially on the face
of infrastructure development.

Do you think most of the threats related to the flora
and fauna of the country are emerged as new or
they were there even in the old time?

-Human encroachments into natural ecosystem (forests,
wetlands, grasslands, and water-bodies) continue to be a
serious threat to biodiversity. Currently Nepal is facing a
serious threat of unplanned road construction as highways,
feeder roads along with village roads. The Madan Bhandari
east-west highway along the fragile Siwallik (Chure) hills and
the east-west mid-hill highway are damaging slope stability
all along Nepal. That would result into serious damages to
agro-ecosystems as well as forest ecosystems.The so called
Nijgadh International Airport planned to convert dense
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tropical jungles of Terai to concrete jungles is facing serious
opposition from biodiversity experts and conservationists.

International demand of some wildlife products such as
pangolin scales, musk pods, tiger bones and herbal products
like Yarsagombu the caterpillar fungus, Kutki herbs and wild
orchids post various threats to conservation.Besides, current
threats of climate change impacts and encroachments of
alien species are surfacing in the conservation arena.

What are main causes of increased wildlife/plant
related illegal trade in the country? What could be
better solution to curb this problem?

The illegal trade in fauna and flora is associated with the
lustful will of the rich and the compulsion of the poor.The
lust of lavish wealthy rangesfrom possessing rarest of the
rare commodities like the Rhino horns, elephant tusks, tiger
skins and so on to experiencing superstition power for their
physique. Corruption along the chain of trade adds further
problems to arrive at effective conservation of the species.

Do you think people of this country have correctly
understood the importance of conserving
biodiversity for future progeny?

-Biodiversity conservation is not meant to create isolated
islands or enclosed zoos of endangered species of animals
or plants. It should have a broader meaning to make this
planet habitable to all creatures including humans through
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The illegal trade in
fauna and flora is
associated with the
lustful will of the rich
and the compulsion of

the poor.

a process of co-existence. Biodiversity conservation outside
the protected areas should be viewed as an important
component to ensure a safe journey to the future. Protected
areas as such are not enough if rest of the country is lot to
deteriorate.

You are a botanist but once you had said "Snow
leopard was your passion", how you were filled with
passion for this mountain ghost?

-Traveling along the high Himalayan terrain as a plant
hunter, the mystique aura of mountains after led me to an
imagination of encountering either snow-man, the “Yeti” or
snow leopard, the ‘sabbu/samu’ somewhere near my tent. |
know snow leopard is more real than Yeti although stories
on both the creatures sounded equally elusive and ghostly.
Karan Shah, one of early wildlife experts, who encountered
with the snow leopard in Nepal described the animal as the
ghost ‘Pret’.

My fascination and passion of the snow leopard was
heightened when | learnt that George Schaller spotted the
elusive animal during the December of 1973 in the same
area of Dolpo where | spent my June and July of 1966 with
Adam Stainton.

Reading through Peter Matthiessen’s The Snow Leopard
(1978), George Schaller’s Stones of Silence (1980), Darla
Hillard’s Vanishing Tracks (1989) and subsequent articles and
books of Rodney Jackson, Karan Shah and Hem Sagar Baral |
continue to cultivate passion on snow leopard as the son of
snow in the abode of snow, the Himalaya.

How you see saving snow leopards in the Nepalese
Himalaya?

-Poaching of snow leopards for furs and bones continues
to be lucrative. Highland dwellers need to be adequately
educated to stop the business. Retaliatory killing of the
predator should also be discouraged through compensatory
mechanism and eco-tourism development. One can not
save the snow leopard if we can not save the snow of the
Himalaya. Global efforts to curb global warming need to be
supported seriously by all the nations of the world.

Do you think the snow leopard habitats have been
deteriorating due to the climate change impacts? If
it is so what are the indicators or evidences?

-The impact of climate change on cryosphere is more
obvious than any other impacts perceived so far.The Hindu-
Kush Himalayan Monitoring and Assessment Program of
ICIMOD (2019) projected the decline of glacier volumes
up to 90% though the 2Ist century. Decreased snowfall,
increased snow-line elevations and longer snowmelt season
are already visible in the Hindukush-Himalaya. Besides the
grassland ecosystems are also subjected to drastic changes
following the thawing of permafrost. Alien species of plant
especially unpalatable thorny shrubs are showing signs of
encroachment in highland pastures. This would be a direct
impact on the prey population of snow leopard.

As per a short introductory video you mentioned
that you have been searching a new enlightenment
in biodiversity conservation.What did you achieve?

-Nature with its five main elements, namely the water, the
air, the land, the sun and the space can live without man,
but man can not live without nature.Therefore, man should
develop an ethics to co-exist not only with the living world
of biological species but also with the non-living elements of
the nature. Biodiversity conservation needs careful coupling
with safeguarding the pollution of the water, the air, the land,
the sun and the sky (space).

Leopards have also caught in the cameras in above
4,500 meters in Nepal’s protected areas.This means
two large cat predators sharing the habitats and
have competition on their food ?

-Common leopards appearing at 4500 m is an abnormal
phenomenon. | would never imagine the common leopard
leaping over the rugged terrain and topography of snowy
mountains chasing the blue sheep as its prey. Anyway, of the
global warming and the climate change set the rule of game
both the cats will surely loose.

What is your message for young biologists of Nepal?

-Biology as a science is not just meant for describing the
living world and prescribing for a better living for them but
also a science meant for understanding the nature of living
as well as non-living things.We must understand the nature
of water while studying the nature of a fish.

Biologist are better equipped to-day with new technologies
and new scientific knowledges. The use of science and
technology should not be limited to the study of biological
body but should extend itself to understand the mental
state of their mind.Young biologists should develop a sense
of compassion for all living beings.
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CATERIENCE

Local students of Mustang active in

snow leopard
monitoring

Bhesh Raj Bastola |

Pramesh Gurung, who is studying in grade 10 at Janahit
Secondary School, is the president of the Green Force Club.
He holds experience in going above an altitude of 4,400
metres in Mustang and observing snow leopard scats, finding
its scrape and finding the elevation of the leopard’s habitat
with the help of GPS and recording the habitat in pictures.

Former student of Janahit Secondary School Ramesh Sunar
was a member of the Snow Leopard Scout. He used to install
camera traps above an altitude of 4,000 metre and used to
train students for the same.

Known as the district of trans-Himalaya region, Mustang is
adorned with rich geographic diversity, natural beauty and
biodiversity. Conservation education has been taught in local
schools here for the past two decades. In this sense, the level
of awareness about conservation among the students here
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can be considered satisfactory, but it is still important to
continue with various awareness raising activities.

Through this article, | want to share my experience of
teaching for 20 years at Janahit Secondary School located in
Jomsom, the district headquarters of Mustang. | also want to
share my experiences about snow leopard conservation in
Mustang and the role of students in it. During my tenure at
Janahit School, wherein | was the teacher for Environment,
Science and Conservation Education, first aid trainer, district
coordinator for the Snow Leopard Scout Committee and the
network facilitator for the Green Force Club, | feel that the
students and | learnt a lot about biodiversity conservation
and especially snow leopard conservation.

| have had the noteworthy opportunity to repeatedly
participate in the snow leopard monitoring camp, organised
by the Annapurna Conservation Area Project (ACAP)
and the Snow Leopard Conservancy, and learn about the
leopard, its habitat and the nature of its prey. | have also
had the chance to participate in various meetings, seminars,
camps and workshops organised by Hariyo Ban programme,
Modification Jomsom and WWVF and pass on the knowledge
| gained to the students, members of the community,
security forces and conservation committee officials. Of
all the children | have trained in the field of biodiversity
conservation and especially in snow leopard conservation,
Ramesh Sunar and Pramesh Gurung are two young men
who hold great potential in the district of Mustang. In my
experience, the following changes have come about in
the field of snow leopard conservation due to increased
awareness and promotion:

- Spreading of awareness in local schools about the
biological importance of snow leopards and its role in
the Himalayan food cycle.

- Awareness about conservation has spread through the
students to the communities in Mustang.

- Students have had the opportunity of directly observing
the habitat of the snow leopard. From this, they have
gained extensive knowledge about its food, sign markings
and natural habitat.

- Students have had the chance to develop and showcase
their talents through drawing and essay competitions



organised during snow leopard camps and Environment
Day programmes.

The formation and mobilisation of environmental
groups like Green Force Club and Snow Leopard Scout
Committee have led to the personality development
and capacity building of the students.

By participating in environmental groups, students have
acquired skills related to leadership and its transfer.

Through the Snow Leopard Monitoring camp, students
have learnt about scientific equipment such as camera
traps, GPS, spotingscope and binoculars as well as the
process of monitoring snow leopards.

Students have gained practical knowledge about the
study, research and importance of snow leopards.

Students have been able to learn about the conflict
between snow leopards and local villagers and the use
and effect of equipment like Fox lights to minimise this
conflict.

By staging street dramas on snow leopards, students
have been able to raise public awareness, as well as
display their talents.

Precisely because of the various conservation efforts,
snow leopards have been able to roam in various parts
of Mustang and this geographical perimeter has proved
a suitable habitat for the animal.

- Snow leopards have not been killed by the local
community and there have been no instances of
retaliation against it.

- One has also not heard about any poaching incident of
snow leopards in this region.

| also find it appropriate to put forward a few
recommendations based on my work experience:

- There should be proper coordination between Rural
Municipalities, ACAP and the schools to take the Snow
Leopard Scout forward more effectively.

- There should be an annual and regular program of the
Snow Leopard Scout.

- The snow leopard Scout should identify and collect
resources from the local level to conduct Environment
Day programmes. It's activities should also be regularly
monitored by ACAP and the Snow Leopard Conservancy.

- Activities like field visits and organizing camps should be
organised at the school level itself in coordination with
the rural municipality and ACAP.

- Inorder to run the environmental groups in a sustainable
manner, teaching of school level text books should be
continued.

(Bastola works as Teacher at Janahit Higher Secondary School,
Jomsom, Mustang)
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ARTICLE

The Status of
Human W|IdI|fe Conflict

Babulal Tiruwa

- In 2019, Tenzing Gurung lost his 2 yak calves and 2 young
yaks to a snow leopard. Gurung is a local Inhabitant of
Ngisyang Rural Municipality Ward No 4 of Manang . The
incident took place at nearby Yak-kharka.

- In2018,snow leopard and wolf killed Chhangdu Gurung’s
4 Yaks. The incident occurred at Tarkeng pastureland in
Upper Manang while grazing and sheltering. Gurung had
lost about 300,000 rupees from the loss.

These are the common phenomenon in Manang that the local
livestock owners have been suffering from the predators.
Not only Tenzing and Chhangdu having this problem however
thousands of livestock herders/owners lose their livestock
from the predators every year throughout Nepal’s Himalaya.

When Annapurna Conservation Area Project (ACAP) Unit
Conservation Office (UCO) Manang probed the incident,
the finding was different. The natural prey species such as
blue sheep were replaced by the livestock. Thus, predators
probably had no option except to prey upon the livestock.

In fact predators got huge quantity of food mainly from Yak
and Cows which developed different taste than natural prey
species. It is easy to kill in compare to wild prey as well.
While talking to the victim owners they didn't claim the
compensation because they thought the procedure takes
time.
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In 2019, a local inhabitant of Tanki Manang Village Lama
Gurung aggressively summoned ACAP officials to investigate
crop damage caused by blue sheep.

We investigated the crop depredation of that area which
was heavily damaged but there is no any legal provision to
compensate or recommend to any government agencies
for compensation if prey species like Blue sheep, Himalayan
goral, Himalayan Tahr and Deer damage the cultivated crop.

These are some examples of livestock depredation and
crop damaged caused by wildlife in Manang. Every year, such
incidents are increasing rapidly in the area which causes
heavy loss of property of local people and it demotivate
them towards animal husbandry and agriculture. Nowadays
people abandon the crop cultivation in that area. And this
is the real situation in Manang which has raised the human
wildlife conflict.

Human wildlife conflict is not only the problem of just of
today. It has been noticed since decades. However the
circumstance has been changing according to time and way
of life of local people in Manang. If we go back and compare
the present and past scenario we achieved many transitions.
In the early days, the snow leopard was the main predator
and Himalayan wolf was the second predator in Manang.
Similarly, blue sheep and Ghoral were the major wild prey



species along with livestock like yak, horse, goat and sheep
etc.

According to Tenzing Gurung, local livestock owner and hotel
owner of Manang village, many years ago when Annapurna
Conservation Area was not established, people used to
keep their livestock in pastureland where predator, wild and
domestic prey species shared same terrain for shelter and
food. During that era, the wild prey population was abudant.
Especially in upper Manang, when there was food shortage,
the blue sheep came to the cropping land for grazing and
sometimes, local people would hunt them.

Animal husbandry and agriculture were the prominent
occupation for local people. The predators were not so
much dependable on the domestic livestock for their food
necessity. Mostly they killed the wild prey species even very
rarely killed the livestock too. Generally, predators hunted
the juvenile livestock.When the predators killed the livestock
then local also killed the predator in rage of revenge because
there was neither any conservation organization nor
legal provision implementing bodies for compensation to
discourage and halt the illegal hunting of wildlife among local
people. Human wildlife conflict was prevalent at the time but
the scenario was not so out of hand. It was under control.

At present, mode of animal husbandry, attitude of local
people in sharing habitat and grazing with predators and
prey species have drastically changed. Similarly, predators like
snow leopard and wolf occur in this area as key predators.
Common leopard also exists as top predator, it has been
found in 3000 m.

Nowadays most of the people are busy in their tourism
enterprises, animal husbandry occupation has declined day
by day, and they barely care their livestock themselves but
prefer to keep herders for taking care of their livestock,
people perceived animal husbandry is the optional
occupation for their income generation and livelihoods. The
herders who have been given job have lack of ownership in
livestock and do not look after the livestock carefully while
grazing in the pastureland and this causes conflict between
human and wildlife.

During the winter when the food is scarce wildlife and
livestock move down to hill together. Predators target
livestock even in down hills.Wild ungulates graze in the local
farms. The frequency of wild prey’s in the cultivated lands
make them familiar with humans. This trend is also cause of
human wildlife conflict in Manang.

Based on the Wildlife Conservation Act, ACAP has banned
killing the protected wildlife whether they are predators
or wild prey species. On the other hand, the local people
practice Buddhism and strictly abandon killing of the wildlife.
These two initiatives play vital role in minimizing poaching
along with human wildlife conflict in the area.

Annually hundreds of yaks, horses, goats, sheep and cows
are killed by the predators in Manang which means heavy

losses incurred on privative properties of local people every
year. This demotivates locals towards animal husbandry and
agriculture too.The government of Nepal has relief directives
to compensate wildlife losses by the predators however
that is limited. However this doesn’t address losses of crops
caused by the wild prey species.

Furthermore, there is no livestock insurance scheme that
actually compensates livestock loss according to the market
value. ACAP provides immediate relief funds to the livestock
losses however it is nominal which doesn’t satisfy livestock
owners although it makes positive attitude to local livestock
owners towards wildlife conservation.

Ecosystem is the natural phenomena which keeps nature
in balanced. The various scientific researches and articles
reveal that human and wildlife coexistence is very crucial for
balance and hygienic environment and ecosystem.This is the
major contribution of wildlife to conserve nature.

In my opinion, predators, prey species and human beings
must share the common habitats in scientific ways. Scientific
researches should carry out to update data of predators,
prey species both natural and domestic preys, habitat lands
mainly pasturelands, number of cow sheds and its grazing
capacities. To maintain the grassland, grazing cycle should be
regulated, and grazing site should divide into the blocks that
balances the coexistence of all predator, prey species and
human beings for their mutual benefit.

This is one of the most acceptable rigid ways of reducing
human wildlife conflicts and locals should promote animal
husbandry. Similarly, we should make aware the both herder
and livestock owner about nature, natural prey species,
predators and its significance. We should find out the other
tools for keeping livestock safe such as predator proof
corrals, fox lights which could ultimately assist in minimizing
the conflicts.

ACARP has already constructed predators proof corrals, and
distributed fox lights and solar lights in Manang targeting
local herders. Some conservation partners like Snow
Leopard Conservancy (SLC) have joint hands together in this
mission.The conservation should look to address all related
parameters, how HWC happens in the high Himalayas, how
it is experienced, and how could livestock owners get better
involved in livestock insurance scheme and compensated for
livestock loss from the predators as per the market price
value.The livestock insurance is the best option to mitigate
human wildlife conflict and motivate livestock owner toward
animal husbandry and cropping too.

Finally, wildlife is the precious indicators of healthy and
balanced ecosystem. Thus we must conserve them for
present and future generation in such way that we get
maximum benefit without harming nature and nature and
our fellow species.

(Tiruwa works as an Office Incharge at ACAP-UCO, Manang)
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beat mining giants and saved
snow leopard’s habitat

Photo: Google

This story is about a brave woman from Mongolia who
successfully campaigned to stop mining firms that had been

destroying a critical habitat for snow leopards and succeeded.

Thirty seven mining companies were working in Mongolia’s
Tost Mountains which is the prime snow leopard habitat in
the country’s South Gobi province.

Bayarjargal Agvaantseren persuaded her government to
create a huge nature reserve in the South Gobi Province and
cancel all mining contracts in the area.

“When | learned about this cat it seemed to me quite amazing
you know, so secretive and beautiful animal and | also learned
that these animals faced so many threats”, says Bayarjargal.

Bayarjargal devoted her life to protecting up to 1,000 rare
snow leopards living in Southern Mongolia. “The Country’s
Tost Mountain range is home to some of them”, she says,
“Tost is unique in the way that it has really good prey species”,
says Bayarjargal.

Local herders used to kill the big cats to protect their
livestock. So Bayarjargal started a clever initiative to win
their support.“We conducted livestock insurance.The local
herders agreed to insure their livestock, one goat let’s say, 50
cents and that creates a fund for them”, she says. Once local
people’s loss was compensated their attitude changed. They
didn’t see the snow leopard as an enemy any more.

But Mongolia’s blooming mining industry created a new
threat.

“When we found out about the emerging threat of mining,
we just had to inform local people that your land is being
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given away to mining licenses, and the snow leopard’s habitat
is going to be disrupted. And because we have created all
this trust with local people they immediately got on board”,
she says.

In 2009 she started a campaign to establish a huge nature
reserve to prevent mining and protect the snow leopard’s
habitat.

“It was challenging”, says Bayarjargal, “Because the
Mongolian’s economy was in difficult condition, who cares
about the snow leopard?”.

But with local people’s support, pressure mounted on
politicians. “It was a time when politician was all very active
and preparing for the next election. So, for those politicians
it was probably very important to support something to
attract their voters.

In 2016 the Tost Tosonbumba Nature Reserve was approved
and two years later all mining licenses there were cancelled.

“When we heard the news that Tost Mountain was declared
as a Nature Reserve, | was thinking, we reached out goal but
it was just the start”, says Bayarjargal. She really wished to
see this area develop under the National Park system that
could be run by the local people.

For her extra ordinary work, Bayarjargal was honored with
the 2019 Goldman Environmental Prize.

Courtesy: Trystan Young and Ly Huong/BBC.

Photo: Snow Leopard Trust
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Now tell me who am 1?

— Karan Bahadur Shah

Although | wander the high mountains, | do come down too.
Can’t tell if | am a wild sheep or a goat, but | live in a herd.

| have a two-word name and the first one is “blue”.

My mom has horns that are small and thin but my dad has big and attractive.

| am one of the main preys of snow leopard, now tell me who am I?

1

| also live in the mountains, but | like the forests there.

People often call me a wild goat because of the way | appear.

The males have bigger horns than females, although they look the same.
Foreigners always mispronounce me because they misspelt my name.

| am the main diet of snow leopard in Sagarmatha National Park, now tell
me who am I?

3

From the Siwalik of Terai to the hills and mountain, there isn’t a place
where I've not been.

If you look, you see many houses that keep my dried skin.
My horns match the Himalayan Serow but my body is colored differently.

Neither a sheep nor a goat but an ‘antelope’ is what my family is called
actually.

| also am the food of snow leopard in many parts of Nepal, now tell me
who am I?

4

Neither males nor females, we do not have horns on our head.
Because of a sweet-smelling sack we have, we have our throats slit.
Not only is our flesh eaten but our teeth are made into necklaces.
We are killed and poached to sell our fragrant sacks for money.

Snow leopards also love to eat me, now tell me who am I?

)

| live inside burrows but I'm not a rat and | always eat grass but I'm not a
rabbit.

No matter the storms and snowfall in the Himalaya, | have never been
scared.

| don’t have a tail and every time | see my enemy, | run inside my burrow.
| eat my own pellets and store grass for the winter.

| may be small, but snow leopard still eats me at times, now tell me who
am I?
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DNPWC is

Consistently Moving

Strategic Way

|
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REPARTMENT OF NATIONAL PARKS AND WILDLIFE fONSERUﬂI ION
l EEENE "

¥ : Dr. Pem Narayan Kandel is the Director General
"%" at Department of National Parks and Wildlife

Wk Conservation (DNPWC), Nepal. He has served
the Government of Nepal in various capacities;
Member Secretary at President Chure-Terai |
and Madesh Conservation Development Board,
Provincial ~ Secretary at Ministry of Industry,
Tourism, Forests and Environment in Province 2,
Chairman at Herbs/Aromatic plant Production
and Processing Company Limited, Joint Secretary
at Ministry of Forest and Environment. Dr. Kandel
has contributed to formulate forest related various
National level policies and plans such as; five years
(2016-2020) forestry sector financial plan, National
Forest Policy 2018 and so on.Within a month as
he has taken over his position at DNPWC, Dr.
Kandel has come up with the vital department

Photo: Anil Adhikari/SLC

reform plan. He would like to share some of his
thoughts to Anil Adhikari, Editor of Snow Leopard
Magazine through interview.
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Department of National Parks and Wildlife
Conservation (DNPWC) has got recently you as the
leadership. What are your highest priorities for the
coming days

-As the dynamic and adaptive organization, the DNPWC
has been continuously reforming and shifting its paradigm
in many ways to accept changing contexts. After joining the
department, | carried out situation analysis to determine
key reform agenda and formulated strategic reform plan.
The crucial reform agenda identified are :i) policy and
legal reform ii) human wildlife conflict iii) role of local and
provincial governments in Buffer Zone (BZ) management
iv) balancing between conservation and development V)
tourism promotion and livelihoods vi) wildlife crime and
illegal activities vii) habitat management viii) species and
ecosystem conservation and management ix) Research
and development x) climate change and biodiversity
conservation.The agenda have been transformed into action
outline and prioritized to implement and achieve within
time frame. Thus, the department commences to move in
strategic away.

Does the reform plan include the snow leopard
census?

-Yes it does.

Nepal has achieved international acclaim for
the protection and recovery of tiger and rhino
populations. Besides these what do you consider
to be the most significant accomplishments of the
DNPWCQC?

-Nepal is on course to be one of the first tiger range countries
to fulfill its commitment and achieve the target of doubling
tiger numbers by 2022 set during the Global Tiger Summit
in 2010. Rhino population has been significantly increasing.
Moreover, population of Elephant, Snow leopard, Black buck,
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Swamp deer, Wild buffalo have been gradually increasing
owing to the implementation of effective protection and
management measures. Due to the establishment BZ around
Protected Areas (PAs) and executing active management of
program conflicts between PAs system and people have been
substantially decreased. Thus, the department has achieved
number of milestones in species conservation, ecosystem
and landscape management, and livelihood supports for the
impacted communities.

What significant Covid-19 impacts has the DNPWC
been facing this year?

-Impacts of COVID-19 pandemic are multiples affecting all
social, economic, and environmental sectors.The Covid-19
pandemic has largely impacted on global tourism sector and
Nepal as well. Out of total overseas tourists arrive in Nepal
more than 60% go to visit National Parks, Conservation
Areas and other PAs of Nepal. Total revenue collection
from tourism in PAs, 30-50% goes back to the buffer zone
communities of the same PAs. However, due to COVID-19
revenue of PAs has been declined. As a result, negative
impacts have been seen in BZ management and livelihood
of communities which has huge implications in biodiversity
conservation inside the PAs. In collaboration of partners,
conservationists and researchers we are planning to
conduct quick assessment on overall impact of COVID-19
in biodiversity conservation and wildlife management.

Given this uncertainty,how does the DNPWC plan to
execute its field activities and adaptation measures?

-To date it seems that international and national levels funding
for conservation programs is likely to diminish which affect
budget deficit in implementing biodiversity conservation
and PAs management programe and budget which have
been previously set in the plan . This calls for formulating
situational plan and new strategy by the Departments and
conservation partners to cope the COVID-|9 situation.

What is the largest threat in your opinion to the
wildlife conservation in Nepal?

-In general, wildlife conservation is facing enormous threats
due to poaching, illegal wildlife trade, habitat destruction,
invasive species, pollution,and climate change. Human wildlife
conflict has become an emerging threat in the conservation
landscape of Nepal. More specifically, significant challenges
remain ahead, particularly ensuring sufficient secured
interconnected habitats for tiger to conserve over the
long term, along with minimal human-tiger conflict. In
case of rhino, natural death and decimation due to flood
is becoming main issue in its conservation. Snow leopard
and human conflict has become key risk in high mountain
ecosystem management.

Local people are not satisfactory with the current
relief scheme for livestock loss due to the predators.
In Snow Leopard Conservation Action Plan for
Nepal (2017-2021), the department aims to review



and improve the scheme. Do you have any updates
on what should be done to improve this program?

-We are trying to find the best way to make the relief amount
release process easier and quicker to respond the wildlife
damage cases. On the basis of learning the department is
ready to reform such relief policy.

The Snow Leopard Conservation Action Plan
also aimed to review and improve the existing
community-based insurance scheme. Could you
please tell us how many protected areas are currently
implementing the insurance scheme in Nepal? Given
that livestock is an important source of livelihood for
thousands of local farmers in the Himalaya, how can
we best protect the top predator of the area as well?

-We have initiated to practice the livestock insurance
schemes in few protected areas such as Kanchanjungha
Conservation Area, Annapurna Conservation Area and
Manaslu Conservation Area. As Himalayan communities are
transhumance in nature, it is difficult to construct permanent
structures of farm house with predator proof corrals.
Therefore, human-snow leopard conflict is an inescapable
phenomenon yet in the high altitude thus requiring focusing
more on comprehensive relief fund mechanism and
promotion of livestock insurance policies.

Wildlife are also killing same as livestock in the
Himalaya due to the natural disasters such as snow
storm and avalanches and sometimes unseasonal
natural circumstances. However, there is no record
of killing wildlife from the natural disaster in the
department’s report.ls there any plan to incorporate
this record in upcoming days?

-Yes,we don’t have reporting of wildlife killing by snow storms
and avalanches as it is difficult to collect such information
from the rugged and harsh topography. In future, we will try
to explore the possibility of using cutting-edge technologies
such as unmanned vehicles (UAV), satellite techniques in
identifying the carcasses in high altitudes. Likewise, we will
inform our field staff to attempt to collect such losses as
much as possible while periodically reporting.

The high Himalayan pasturelands are commonly
used by both wildlife, humans and their livestock.
In many places, one can see livestock grazing
relatively close with blue sheep and Himalayan
Tahr. Recently, a few blue sheep have been found
dead due to the skin and eye related diseases in
Annapurna Conservation Area. A few years back in
Kanchenjunga Conservation Area, many blue sheep
were found dead with evidence of mange . Please
share how the department is thinking to tackle the
current incident? As we all know these species are
snow leopard's main food item in the nature.

-Blue sheep and Himalayan Tahr are the main prey species
of Snow leopards.The pastureland habitats of these wildlife
species are shared by the livestock as well. There is a high

possibility of transmission of diseases from livestock to
wildlife species. However, research on wildlife diseases is
lacking in our case and planning to conduct such research.
In the cases of blue sheep death, you put from Annapurna
Conservation Area, the samples from dead blue sheep were
tested in Lab to identify the causes of possible diseases but
there was no specific disease reported. However, need to
conduct more researches to assess the possibility of diseases
on wildlife that can be transmittable from the livestock.

Our parks have already lost one tourism season and
most likely there will be no tourists in this autumn
and next spring due to the COVID-19 pandemic.The
loss of tourism revenue means reduced funds for the
buffer zone programs - what plan the department
has to meet the funding shortfalls?

-Covid- 19 pandemic has significantly impacted on the number
of tourists visiting in the Parks.The income generated from
the tourism activities in the Park tend to cease thus the
revenue recycled back to the BZ community automatically
will be reduced.Whatever we can we will mobilize the funds
available from Conservation Partners, Province, and Local
governments as well.

The natural resources and fiscal commission has
a provision to split the natural resource revenues,
giving 50% to the federal government, 25% to the
provincial government, and 25% to the local level
government. Does this provision apply to revenues
generated by national parks? If it applies, how will be
buffer zone programs in the future will be funded?

-The Natural Resources and Fiscal Commission has made
a provision of revenue allocation with a revenue sharing
mechanism of 50% to Federal Government, 25% to Province
Government, and 25% to the Local Government. As
Protected Area offices are under the Federal Government,
we will receive 50% of the total revenue from which the
government allocates 30-50% of this revenue for the Buffer
Zone. But we have requested to the Commission to make
a special provision of allocating budget from the revenue
earned by the parks to the respective BZs under the
province and local governments.

What plans does the department have for developing
and promoting nature-based tourism, for example
snow leopard treks and snow leopard homestays?

-As per the newly developed department reform plan, we will
support to develop the trekking trails in the Snow leopard
range areas. VWe will collaborate with province and local
governments for tapping budgets to promote homestays
inside the BZs.Also, the department will facilitate to develop
such programs from our Conservation Partner’s budgetary
support.
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TRAVELOGUE

On the search for

Hmalayan Queen

Chandra Jung Hamal

Upper Dolpa is an area with high snow leopard density and
low human population density in Nepal. This travelogue is
related to the satellite collaring study conducted on snow
leopards that roam the upper parts of Dolpa from October
21 to November 25, 2019 in the Bhijer region inside the
Shey-Phoksundo National Park.The study was conducted by
the Department of National Parks and Wildlife Conservation
(DNPWOC) in collaboration with the conservation partners
such as World Wide Fund for Nature (WWHF) and the
National Trust for Nature Conservation (NTNC). A team
of 30 people, including technicians, citizen scientists and
staffers from the Shey-Phoksundo National Park, NTNC and
WWEF Nepal, set off from Suligad on October 21,2019, with
the destination being Bhijer, Upper Dolpa.

I am working in Dolpa under WWF’s mountain program.
My main responsibility in the study team was to provide
communication, coordination and technical assistance in the
field as directed by the senior technicians. | had to work
on the frontlines of the study with the national park staff
and citizen scientists. | was also responsible for managing the
research and other necessary equipment.

Chholing Monastery located on the shore of the Phoksundo
lake at an altitude of 3,640 m.The Lama at the monastery
told us that it was established in 1574 AD to conserve local
wildlife. In the name of the monastery, ‘Sung’ means security
and ‘Chholing’ means the shores of the lake. According to
the Lama, in the past, musk deer would come to the lake
near the monastery for drinking water and safety. The
nearby coniferous forest is considered a good habitat for
musk deer. The Lama also said that the snow leopard was
the guardian of the mountains if we harm the snow leopard
and spoil its habitat, the mountain gods get angry and harm
our livestock.This shows the role of Buddhism in protecting
snow leopards.

Our team proceeded through a place called Chholphu in
the upper part of the Phoksundo lake. Seeing Mt. Kanjiroba
shine brightly truly pleased the heart. Even though | was
wearing a warm jacket, it felt as if my body was frozen from
the cold. The 5,360m-high Ngangala pass that lay ahead
would be quite the challenge. Those trying to reach Upper
Dolpa have to cross the pass. There were 30 people in our
team, including the helpers provided by the trekking agency.
We also had 87 mules and 17 yak/chauriejhopas/ to carry
our research materials. As our team and animals walked up
to the pass, | was reminded of the famous movie ‘Caravan’.
However, all the exhaustion from cross the difficult Ngangala
Pass vanished in an instant when we rested at a place called
Deurali and saw tall white majestic mountains all around.The
road down from the pass was white with snow.Some friends
started sliding on the fresh snow. Some mules also started
slipping which looked funny at first but quickly became
worrying because they were carrying many essential goods.
However, the mules found their footing and fortunately, no
accident occurred.

The traffic saying ‘Go slow and you will definitely reach your
destination; go fast and you might not’ seems to apply when
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trekking on high mountain passes as well. The journey is
safest when travelling slowly. This was a learning for me.

Nine days after leaving Suligad, the team saw the small village
Bhijer situated at the base of Zeborong and Pangseru (on the
Tibetan side) mountains. Located at an altitude of 3,867m
on the banks of a river, the village appeared very beautiful
with its 35 traditional-style houses made of mud and stone.
We used to stop in the village for snacks and lunch every
time we came out on field work. Established in | 183 AD and
situated at an elevation of 4150m, the Samling Monastery,
where we stayed at, was about two hours away from the
village. On the day of Bhai Tika during Tihar festival, we
reached the monastery. There, we pitched 15 tents and our
team stayed there for 23 days. Our plan was to conduct the
satellite collaring study within a four kilometer area around
the monastery.

We officially began the study on October 31 by worshipping
at the monastery. We offered two Rupeess 50 notes (they
have the image of snow leopards on them) and prayed for
the success of our work.We may be dedicated to science
and technology in our work but that does not affect our faith
in gods and goddesses. That is why all the technicians and
scientists in our team joined in the worship and prayed that
a snow leopard could be found and collared.

Traps were set in various places to capture and collar a snow
leopard. Even though the traps were set in places with snow
leopard activity, actually trapping a snow leopard was far
from guaranteed. Snow leopards may never walk through the
trap or even if they do, their feet may not be caught.

Snowfall occurred three times in the month of November. It
got colder but we didn’t feel cold when we were playing with
the snow. Because of the snowfall, the traps collapsed many
times and needed to be repaired. Seeing leopard pugmarks
on the snow made us feel like the snow leopard was close by.

For the first time in 15/16 years, Samling Monastery was
going to hold a huge worship ceremony ‘Walchhu’. Hundreds
of devotees from Bhijer, Saldang and Phoksundo had come
to the monastery to participate in the worship. The Lamas
were performing various dances and or tricks. During the
worship, | once again offered two Rs. 50 notes with the
image of the snow leopard.After the worship, the head Lama
of Samling Monastery made a strange prediction regarding
the expedition. He said,*Your traps will trap snow leopards.”
Not only that; while we were drinking Tibetan tea in the
monastery’s kitchen, the Lama’s son claimed, “You guys are
lucky. In the next three days, you will trap snow leopards.”

On the morning of November 16, at around 6 o'clock,
news came from the Talagatop tower that the signal at the
Chakarbo Trap Station was positive.VVe decided to first send
citizen scientists of Bhijer village to monitor the trap station.
At 7:30 in the morning, the chairman of the Zeborong Snow
Leopard Conservation Committee reported to the tower,
saying, "A snow leopard has been trapped." No sooner had
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his call rung out from our walkie-talkies that our excitement
went through the roof.We hugged each other and exchanged
our joy. | was happy but | was also slightly worried. What if
the snow leopard freed itself from the trap and escaped!

Our technical team quickly left for Chakarbo. We saw a
magnificent snow leopard with its front leg in the trap. It
appeared as though the leopard was panicking. The technical
team tranquilized it and it fell asleep within 10 minutes.
The members of the study team then put a satellite collar
around its neck. They also measured various parts of its
body and collected vitals samples. | noted down all the
information. The citizen scientists and other members were
enthusiastically observing every activity and capturing them
in their cameras. In this way, with everybody’s collective
support and teamwork, the operation was completed in an
hour and after the snow leopard was given the antidote, we
all moved away from the operation site. After a while, the
snow leopard slowly got up and moved away, disappearing
into a ravine 100 m away. This hour-long technical work was
full of haste, enthusiasm and curiosity.

On November 18, news came from Ngoyong Trap Station
that another snow leopard had been trapped. We were all
stunned that we had trapped another snow leopard just one
day after the first one. Our technical team reached Ngoyong
at around 8 in the morning and successfully collared the
trapped leopard.

This is how we successfully fitted two snow leopards
with satellite GPS collars for the first time in Dolpa. This
study was important in the field of conservation because
it was the first time that research was being done by fitting
snow leopards, that too two snow leopards, with satellite
GPS collars in the western landscape of Nepal. The local
snow leopard conservation committee proposed that the
first collared snow leopard be named after the Zeborong
mountain and the second be named after the Samling
monastery. The satellite GPS collared snow leopards were
named accordingly.

The support of the local people, dedication and participation
of the local youth citizen scientists of various snow leopard
conservation sub-committees and the leadership role played
by the national park authorities were all very important.

After our 23-days stay at Samling monastery, we extended
our heartfelt thanks to the people of Bhijer and the officials
of Samling, Nasar and Lang monasteries and left for Suligad.
After a five-day walk, we arrived at the headquarters of the
Shey-Phoksundo National Park, Suligad on November 26, on
the 36th day of our study expedition.

| was very excited to see a snow leopard for the first time
in my life. Those moments of lovingly stroking Zeborong’s
whiskers is imprinted as fond memories in my mind, never
to be forgotten.

(The author is dffiliated with WWF’s Mountain Program in Dolpa.) Courtesy:
Himal Khabar Patrika
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ARTICLE

This makes JSWNP the second park in Bhutan
where snow leopard and tiger

habitats overlap

The elusive big cat was captured on two camera traps in the
Black Mountain Range under the Jigme Singye Wangchuck
National Park (JSWNP) along with a Tiger! This makes
JSWNP the second park in Bhutan where snow leopard and
tiger habitats overlap.

Doriji Duba a senior forester along with Tshering Wangchuk
also a forester set camera traps at about 4600 meters above
sea level.

“I have dreamt of setting camera traps in the Black Mountain
range since | joined the park seven years ago”, said Dorji
Duba, “This was my fourth attempt. Nature has always
fascinated me and | want to do everything to protect it.| am
happy that my perseverance has paid off. Now we know for
sure that there are snow leopards in JSWNP as well.”

The camera traps had captured pictures of gorals, musk deer,
Himalayan Serow, Golden Cat and Yellow throated martins
as well.

So Far Jigme Dorji National Park was the only national park
in Bhutan where snow leopard and tiger habitats overlap
but with the recent finding of such similar overlaps in
JSWNRP, it is a great moment of pride for the team at Jigme
SingyeWanghuck National Park, the Department of Forests
and Park Services and WWF Bhutan as well.

“This is exciting news. It is a testament to the connectivity
that the biological corridors provide to all animals. The
presence of both of these big cats is a sign that the ecology
in this area is healthy. The entire team has received a boost
and are motivated to continue the great work that we are
fortunate to do under wise and farsighted leaders such as
His Majesty the King,” said PhentoTshering, Director of the
Department of Forests and Park Services of Bhutan.

The park is being surrounded by the other protected areas of
Bhutan, there is probability of movement of snow leopards
from the northern protected area such as the Wangchuck
Centennial National Park and Jigme Dorji National Park
where snow leopards are abundantly found.

Discovering an additional home range for both snow
leopards and tigers is a great win for conservation in Bhutan.
This would most likely increase the number of snow leopard

and tiger in the country.

“Such findings are a big conservation win and it gives us
more reasons to invest more to ensure that these species
are protected. WWF is happy to be a part of the great
conservation vision of Bhutan and its far-sighted leaders,”

said Dechen Dorji, Country Representative of WWF Bhutan.

According to Doriji Duba, it is yet to be ascertained whether
the footage captured on the two camera traps are of the
same snow leopard or of two different snow leopards.“The
park is also yet to confirm whether the animals are among
the list of 96 snow leopards already recorded by the 2016
National Snow Leopard Survey”, he further adds.

Blue sheep is known to be the main prey species for snow

leopards. But JSWNP has no record of blue sheep presence.

Therefore, its presence in the park despite the lack of its
main prey species is thought to be an indication of snow

leopards embracing new habitat and prey base for its survival.

Park officials speculate musk deer and goral to be the main
prey base for the snow leopards in the park.

Snow leopards are regarded as indicator species of the health
of mountain ecosystem. Its presence across the country
perhaps is a sign that much of Bhutan’s high-mountain
ecosystem is healthy.

(Tenzin is a Communications Officer at WWF Bhutan)
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ARTICLE

The Snow Leopard Is No Longer Endangered

it's Still at Risk

— Christine Hauser
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Snow leopards at the Los Angeles Zoo.This animal has been reclassified
as vulnerable, not endangered.

The snow leopard is no longer an endangered species, but its
population in the wild is still at risk because of poaching and
habitat loss, conservationists said this week.

IUCN said on Thursday that new data taken through 2016
prompted the reclassification of the snow leopard from the
endangered list to the vulnerable category. The difference
means, simply, that the animals have gone from “very high
risk” to “high risk” of extinction in the wild. The team’s
lowest estimate was that about 4,000 live in the wild.

But the snow leopard could still face a population decline
of 10 percent or more over the next three generations
in its habitats. It “still faces a high risk of extinction,” the
conservation group said, from habitat loss and degradation,
declines in prey populations and poaching for illegal wildlife
trade, among other reasons.

“It is essential to continue and expand conservation efforts
to reverse its declining trend and prevent this iconic cat
from moving even closer to extinction,” the group said.
Conservationists warned that the risks are not over for the
snow leopards, whose distinctive appearances make them
attractive to poachers.

Their tails are longer than most cats’ to help them balance
on steep slopes. Their skins are thick and whitish, patterned

Photo: Mike NeIson/Européan Pressphoto Agency

with dark rosettes and spots. Their bones and other body
parts are used in traditional Asian medicine.

Emerging potential threats include mining and other
infrastructure development that would affect their habitats.

The L.LU.C.N. Red List of Threatened Species is the world’s
most comprehensive inventory of plant and animal species.
In its full report on the snow leopard, it is noted that the
population numbers could be partly speculative, given the
difficulties in collecting hard data on the elusive and secretive
species across all regions.

Snow leopards range across |2 countries in Central Asia
in remote and rugged terrain. Their elusive qualities have
inspired travelogues and surveys over the years as naturalists
tried to track down the animals in the wild.

After the conservation group’s report was issued, the Snow
Leopard Trust said the “vulnerable” classification still meant
there was a high risk of extinction. It took issue with the
lack of reliable techniques such as camera traps or genetic
analysis, saying the assessment relied in part on “asking
people how many snow leopards they think exist in any
area,” the trust said.

“We are most concerned about how the lower status may
weaken conservation efforts in range countries and the
ability of local governments to stop these threats,” it said.

Peter Zahler, coordinator of the Wildlife Conservation
Society’s Snow Leopard Program and a member of the
assessment team, said the team followed “strict and rigorous”
scientific protocols. “The assessment used the lowest
acceptable population figure — 4,000 — in its calculations, and
still came up with vulnerable status for the snow leopard,”
he said in an emailed statement.

Tom McCarthy, an executive director of Panthera, a
conservation group that focuses on the world’s wild cats,
said that to be considered endangered there must be fewer
than 2,500 mature snow leopards, with a high rate of decline.

Dr.McCarthy, who was on the .U.C.N.assessment team, said
in a statement that the reclassification did not mean “that
snow leopards are ‘safe’ or that now is a time to celebrate.
The species still faces ‘a high risk of extinction in the wild’
and is likely still declining — just not at the rate previously
thought.”
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Facts about SNOW LEOPARD

Snow Leopards are found only in twelve countries in the

world, they are; Nepal, China, India, Bhutan, Mongolia,
Russia, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan.

It is believed that 4500 to 7500 Snow Leopards exist in
the wild. However, some believe even less than that.

In Nepal, the estimated population of Snow Leopard
is between 30l and 400 (Source: Snow Leopard
Conservation Action Plan of Nepal 2017-2021).

The Langu valley of Shey-Phoksundo National Park
supports the highest density of Snow Leopard (10 to 12
Snow Leopards per 100 square km) in Nepal.

Snow leopard is listed as Vulnerable species in the [IUCN'’s
Red Data Book and also included in the Appendix- | of the
CITES.

Nepal’s National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act
1973 has listed Snow Leopard as a protected priority
species. As per this Act’s 5th amendment 2016, it is
illegal to hunt the protected priority species including
snow leopard. Any effort of poaching, smuggling snow
leopard’s body parts, or hurting them is not tolerated by
law and, if anyone found guilty of poaching, hurting snow
leopard and trading of its body parts will be punished with
penalty of Rs. 5,00,000 to Rs. 10,00,000 or 5-15 years of
imprisonment or both.
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Snow Leopard

Killed in Pakistan
Poachers got Punished

By Zara Khan

Five men were sentenced to prison for killing a snow leopard
in Peshawar in Northern Pakistan, wildlife officials confirmed.

Four poachers and their facilitator were arrested by the
Gilgit-Baltistan Wildlife Department on charges of killing a
female snow leopard. The incident was taken place near the
Hoper glacier in the region’s Nagar district in late July 2020.
The poachers uploaded their photos with the body of the
endangered cat to social media, after which they were traced
by the authorities.

“Informers told us that in the Hopar Nagar area someone
shot the precious snow leopard”, Gilgit-Baltistan Wildlife
Department spokesman Tariq Husain told Arab News, “The
concerned wildlife officials alerted local police and we arrested
the illegal hunters and seized the leopard’s dead body.”

“Divisional Forest Officer Jibran Haider, who has magistrate
powers, convicted the accused in an expedited trial. “Two
have been sentenced to two years in jail, two to one year’s
imprisonment and their facilitator to one month behind bars”,
says Haider.

Jaffarudin, Deputy Director at Snow Leopard Foundation
informs that there are about 300 to 400 snow leopards
remained in Pakistan’s Himalayan, Hindukush and Karakoram
regions in the wild.

The foundation has been working on improving the socio-
economic conditions of mountain communities in Gilgit
Baltistan, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and Azad Jammu and Kashmir
which share the ecosystem with the endangered species.

In these areas, snow leopards often attack livestock and local
people sometimes kill them in defense.

“Leopards sometimes attack our kids and women too”, says
Husain, “that’s why they kill this precious animal,” As per him,
when it comes to actual poachers the department is on alert
and several arrests have taken place in the recent past.

Wildlife Activists lauded the recent arrest but say that law
enforcement is still insufficient as local authorities do not have
proper surveillance tools.

“No doubt the wildlife department is facing problems as they
can’t cover the whole area,” wildlife activist Mumtaz Gohar
said, “If the hunter had not posted the photos on social media,
the incident would definitely have gone unreported like many
others.”

Content credits to Arab News; Source:HAsianWildAidFoundation
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india launches

first protocol to count snow leopard population

- Joydeep Thakur

India’s Environment, Forest and Climate Change Minister Mr.
Prakash Javadekar has launched the country’s first National
protocol on October 2019, for censusing the population of
snow leopard.

“Censusing of tiger was a difficult task 20 years ago but we
made it possible. India now has 77% of the world’s tiger
population”, Javadekar told at the fourth steering committee
meeting of the Global Snow Leopard & Ecosystem Protection
(GSLEP) Program, “| am sure, with the cooperation of the
range countries, the population of snow leopard will also be
doubled in the coming decade.”

Although no census of this endangered big cat has been
conducted, estimates provided by various organisations
working on snow leopard conservation suggest that there
could be around 400- 700 of the snow leopards spread
across Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Sikkim, Arunachal
Pradesh and Jammu and Kashmir.

An official at the Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change says on condition of anonymity that around
500 of these cats could be in the Ladakh region alone.

“India is extremely keen on snow leopard conservation
but better ecosystem (management) and more intervention
in creating a better habitat for the snow leopard is what
we should strive for. It is extremely important to conserve
the pristine habitat of the snow leopard because these
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mountain ranges are also the source of water for us,” said
CK Mishra, Secretary of Ministry of Environment, Forest &
Climate Change.

According to Minister Javadekar, India is now home to
around 512 lions, 30,000 elephants and 2,500 one-horned
rhinoceros.The number of tiger in the country has also shot
up to 2,967 from 2226.

Experts have welcomed the protocol

“This is an excellent initiative. Till date we hardly have any
concrete data on their population. Only recently, some
scientific studies have started for the conservation of this
vulnerable species,” said Raman Sukumar, a member of the
National Board for Wildlife.

According to the IUCN, the population of slow leopard
is decreasing and only an estimated 2,700-3300 adults are
left in the wild. Climate change, shrinking habitat because
of human activity and poaching are cited as some of the
reasons for the decline.

According to the protocol, India will follow a two-step
procedure to census this elusive cat—systematically assessing
the spatial distribution of snow leopard and estimating their
numbers through camera trapping and genetic evidence.
According to senior officials of the ministry, this protocol
could also be later used by other range countries
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Assistant Conservation Officer of Shey Phoksundo National Park,

s n ow Le 0 p a rd 2 4 Mr. Gopal Khanal leading the snow leopard race 24 event.

To generate awareness on snow leopard ecology, an initiative entitled “Run for Snow Leopard 24” has
been carried out in Sept 12-13,2020 in various part of Nepal including Shep Phoksundo National Park and
Annapurna Conservation Area Project.

Dr. Charu Mishra, Executive Director of Snow Leopard Trust initiated 24 hrs which has been followed by
snow leopard habitat countries along with like-minded conservation stakeholders in different countries.This
include running, walking, hiking, cycling and any kind of wheelchair activities.

In Nepal, Shey Phoksundo National Park and ACAP expressed solidarity on snow leopard conservation by
organizing the race and hike.

Assistant Warden of Shey-Phoksundo National Park Gopal Khanal had lead the group of 10 people for racing
including two game scouts along with members of the Phoksundo Snow Leopard Conservation Committee.
The race held from the National Park Headquarter Suligadh (2, 100 m.) to Phoksundo lake (3,650 m.) that
passes through the deadly cliff along with difficult and narrow trail.

Similarly, a group from ACAP including, Rishi Baral, Shailendra Yadav, Ashok Subedi and Lekhnath Baral
accomplished the hike in Pokhara.They hiked from Archalbot to Chisapani-Garjati-Bhibhuti Park-Silingabot-
Deurali-Gharelu-Lamagau to Bindabasini and came back to Archalbot.

ACAP's conservation officer Baral informs that the race intended to give message to protect the Himalaya
region which is the source of water reservoir of over 1.5 billion.
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Rolwaling Valley

- Bishnu Prasad Pandey/Shankarman Thami

Seven protected priority wild species, including snow
leopard, found in the Rolwaling valley within Gaurishankar
Conservation Area.

The snow leopard was sighted for a second time in
Gaurishankar Conservation Area, Dolakha. The snow
leopard was re-observed in Gaurishanker Conservation
Area during a study conducted in June to August 2019 by
the Gaurishankar Conservation Area Project (GCAP).

Along with the Snow Leopard, Himalayan Wolf, Red Panda,
Musk Deer, Asamese Macaque, Himalayan Monal and
Satyr Tragopan were found in the camera trapping survey
carried out by GCAP at ward no 9 in Rolwaling valley of
Gaurishanker Conservation Area.

“Among these, wolf and Red Panda were recorded for the
first time in the Rolwaling area”, says GCAP Office In-charge
Mr. Satya Narayan Shah.

“Wolf was recorded at Cho-Rolpa, Dudhkunda and Yellung
area”, says Shah, “Musk deer was spotted at Na village area

whereas Red Panda was recorded at Beding-Go Takura
area, Himalayan Monal was observed at Gaurishanker base
camp whereas Asamese Macaque and Satyr Tragopan were
recorded in Beding area”.

Bushnell Trophy Cameras were installed in 12 different
location in the Rolwaling valley at an altitude of 3,742 m to
5,091 m.The camera captured the roaming snow leopard
at an elevation of 4,536 m.The research team was led by
GCAP conservation officer Mr. Bishnu Prasad Pandey.
GCAP had mobilized its own manpower and resources to
accomplish this mission.

Earlier in 2019, three images of snow leopard were captured
in the camera in Lapchi valley. “Our findings suggests that
the snow leopard found in Lapchi was male whereas the
snow leopard whose image was captured in Rolwaling valley
was female”, says Shah.

Occurrence of three to five snow leopards has been
estimated in the Gauri Shankar Conservation Area.

- Pandey and Thami are associated with GCAPINTNC)
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ARTICLE

What Conservation Planners and Practitioners

Can Learn from the

COVID-19 Pandemic?

- Dr. Shailendra Thakali

The world currently is suffering from the COVID-19
pandemic. Every continent and almost all countries around
the globe have been affected by it, and this public health
emergency is showing no sign of slowing down.While some
countries have been successful in bringing the COVID-19
infection rate under control, there are already signs that the
battle against this deadly virus is far from over. The WHO
has already warned that there will be a second wave of
coronavirus in this winter, and more waves cannot be ruled
out. Despite frantic efforts by many developed countries,
effective drugs to treat COVID-19 patients, and vaccines
have not been found yet.

Like all other global communities, Nepal is not immune
to the COVID-19 pandemic. Nepal imposed a nationwide
lockdown from 24 March to 2l July. Apart from some
essential services, all economic activities and services were
shut down. Hundreds of thousands of Nepali working in
India and abroad lost their jobs. As migrant workers, most
of them had no social security or protection in foreign lands.
After the government allowed migrants to return home,
those working in India came overland using various border
points,and those abroad returned via chartered flights.With
the arrivals of migrant Nepali, the COVID-19 cases climbed
up,and by August 6th, Nepal's tally of COVID-19 cases stood
at 22,214 with 70 dead.

The impacts of COVID-19 have been widespread and
unprecedented.According to the BBC, due to the COVID-19,
the global GDP this year will shrink by 3%,and 170 countries
will have negative growth. While COVID-19 has affected all
formal and informal economic sectors, the world's travel
and tourism sector has been affected the most. The World
Tourism Organization estimates that the Travel and Tourism
industry will lose 68% to 78% of its receipts.

Nepal's tourism has also been a victim of COVID-19.
Mountain regions of Nepal provide excellent habitats for

sketch-talimonov-alexeia

snow leopards, and some regions such as the Annapurna
Conservation Area and the Sagarmatha National Park are
very popular for tourists.The winter is a lean tourism season
in Nepal, and this is the time for mountain dwellers travel to
urban areas, and they take time off for pilgrimage, shopping,
and buying food and other essential stuff for lodges/hotels/
shops, etc., To prepare for the upcoming tourism season,
which starts to pick up by the end of March, and get busy in
April and May.This routine, however, was disrupted this year.
Many local lodge, hotel, shop, tea shop, travel, and transport
business owners of the Khumbu and Nar-Phu valleys were
stuck in Kathmandu due to the outbreak of COVID-19 and
subsequently, the national lockdown.

There are concerns likely impacts the COVID-19 pandemic
would have on conservation initiatives in general, and
snow leopard conservation in high mountain regions in
particular. For the people of Nar and Phu, tourism provided
an important supplementary income, but for the Khumbu,
tourism is the major source of income and livelihoods for
the majority of the people. Tourism also provides a major
source of revenue for conservation organizations such as
the Annapurna Conservation Area Project and Sagarmatha
National Park. With the loss of tourism revenues this year,
and most likely for few more years, there is no doubt
that it will have major impacts on mobilizing resources to
support on-going conservation activities, and particularly for
protecting vulnerable species such as snow leopards. The
reduced revenue means fewer resources to compensate
local victims losing livestock to snow leopards, or fewer
resources for field and biological monitoring, implement
livestock safeguard measures, conduct wildlife research,
and many other activities that are vital to protect mountain
environment and snow leopards. If alternative ways of
financing conservation activities are not found quickly, risks
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of increasing human-wildlife conflicts including, poaching,
retaliatory killings,and other illegal activities will be very high.

Unlike in the Khumbu valley, the local people of Nar Phu
villages have benefited from the yarsagumpa (caterpillar
fungus) trade for the past two decades. On an average, a
local household earns about US$ 5,000 annually from
this trade, and this income has one of the major sources
to overcome economic hardships caused primarily by
unproductive lands, difficult terrains, remoteness from
market centers, and loss of crops and livestock to wildlife
such as blue sheep and snow leopards. This year due to the
COVID-19, one-third population of Nar and Phu villages was
stuck in Kathmandu and they missed the peak yarsagumpa
picking season (April and May).Additionally, the Government
of Nepal stopped permits for the yarsagumpa collection.The
yarsagumpa is mainly sold in the Chinese market. In the wake
of the COVID-19, China has restricted cross-border trade,
including herbs. This new restriction potential would have
made the yarsagumpa trade difficult, even if there had been
no ban on the collection of it.

There is no clear answer when the social and economic havoc
COVID-19 has created will end, and how the 'new normal’
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will look. Connected to this, there is also a question of how
soon tourists would be confident to embark on international
travels, and how early the people would have the confidence
to welcome visitors back. Some countries have already taken
confidence-building measures to resume travel and tourism
by expanding 'tourism bubble' or 'corridors' to promote
regional tourism, exempting quarantine for visitors, making
PCR tests mandatory for tourists at the arrival, and allowing
chartered flights from countries of origins to destinations
with very restrictive programs. These measures to revive
tourism are very much urban-centric, and regions such as
the Khumbu and Nar-Phu valleys may not benefit much from
these measures.

To conclude, while it is difficult to assess the impacts of
COVID-19 pandemic on conservation efforts, particularly on
snow leopards, due to current restriction on field travels, it is
becoming clear that the new 'normal’ in the post-COVID-19
pandemic is going to be very different, and this may bring
new challenges for tourism and conservation initiatives. It
is high time that Nar Phu and Khumbu communities as well
as conservation planners and practitioners learn from the
COVID-19 pandemic to prepare better for future pandemics.
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Tacklin% llegal Trade

and Poac

of Snow Leopard

US Fish and Wildlife Service and partners in the snow leopard range team up against illegal

trade and poaching of this vulnerable cat. A new database and improved information sharing

on snow leopard trafficking will help tackle such crimes.

- Snow Leopard Trust

There are worrying signs that poaching and illegal trade
in snow leopard might be on the rise in large parts of the
species’ range.Thanks to a new partnership with U.S.Fish and
Wildlife Service and support from their Combating Wildlife
Trafficking program, were launching a new collaborative
initiative that will assist the — a conservation alliance of
all 12 range country governments — to identify trends and
target hotspots in the fight to reduce snow leopard-based
crimes.

Poaching for their exquisite fur and highly valued bones has
been a major threat to snow leopards across their range.
The demand for rugs, luxury décor, and taxidermy, is also
reported to be on the increase. Snow leopard bones have
allegedly been used as substitute for tiger bones in traditional
medicine.A 2015 study has established the presence of snow
leopard DNA in traditional medicine products.

A report published by TRAFFIC (Wildlife Trade Monitoring
Network) estimates that 221-450 snow leopards may have
been poached annually since 2008 — at least 4 per week, and
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perhaps as many as one each day. But the real extent of the
problem is unknown. The cases that do come to light may
only be the tip of the iceberg, as wildlife crime typically has
very low rates of detection.

“Our investigators have recorded at least 106 snow leopard
skins, along with claws, bones and teeth for sale in markets in
Asia, indicating that demand is still a major factor in driving
poaching”, says Debbie Banks from the Environmental
Investigation Agency.

Currently, there is little information to prioritize which
regions have relatively higher rates of poaching and
trafficking than others.“Robust and quantitative information
on snow leopard crime is largely missing, information is
scattered, and data are often not accessible to enforcement
agencies in organized, usable formats” says Charu Mishra,
the Snow Leopard Trusts Director of Science and
Conservation. “Along with other partner organizations, we
will be supporting GSLEP through collaborations, compile
vital crime data, and share it with relevant agencies.”



To help the governments, law enforcement and NGOs win
the fight against wildlife traffickers, the Snow Leopard Trust
and the Global Snow Leopard & Ecosystem Protection
Program, with support from the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service,
will create a comprehensive range-wide database on
poaching and illegal trade involving the snow leopard and
related species through collaborations with organizations
such as INTERPOL, Environmental Investigation Agency,
Wildlife Protection Society of India and others.

The partners will also create new algorithms to compile
additional crime data for filling gaps and develop new
networks to share information with all major stakeholders.

“Such instruments play a critical role in exposing the extent
of poaching and wildlife trade. They can reveal the level of
sophistication and organization reached by wildlife criminals
and change the perception and knowledge of wildlife crime”,
says Belinda Wright of the Wildlife Protection Society of
India, who was instrumental in developing that country’s
Database on Tiger Poaching.

“Once the Snow Leopard Poaching Database has been
developed”,says Koustubh Sharma, International Coordinator
for the GSLEP Program, “we will be able to better pinpoint
snow leopard crime hotspots and changing trends.”

Alfredo Phoenix, INTERPOL global wildlife enforcement
coordinator, says “the database will be an important step
forward in filling the current information gap thereby
supporting governments and law enforcement agencies to
exchange information and, most importantly, contributing to
much needed intelligence led enforcement actions on the
ground.”

Fighting poaching and illegal wildlife trade takes concerted
effort and knowledge by the global community. This project
will help overcome barriers, open up communication, and
build collaborations that can make a real difference.

This project made possible through a grant from United
States Department of the Interior, U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service, Division of Management Authority, Combating
Wildlife Trafficking Strategy and Partnerships program.
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ORGANIZATION ITRODUCTION

The

Environmental Camps for Conservation Awareness (ECCA)
dIdd ol J3101 RIfd3 (uddn)

ECCA has been a leading organization in the sector of social
mobilization and community development. It implements
various programs to raise the quality of life through wise-
use of available local resources and application of alternate

and renewable technologies.

ECCA was established in July 1987 as a non-profitable,
non-government organization. It pioneered the concept of
school based child club (in Nepal) in 1992.

Mission

* ECCA shall be a Professional Volunteer Organization
dedicated towards securing sound ecological future.

* ECCA shall mobilize youth and school children to
lead positive change in environmental and community-
based development.

* ECCA shall support the development of conservation

related entrepreneurship.

Activities

ECCA activities can be broadly categorized as:
*  Awareness raising, advocacy & capacity building
»  Construction of basic facilities in schools

e Use of renewable and

alternative, improved

technologies
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Environmental Camps for Conservation Awareness
Wise Use House
Jwagal, Kupondole, Lalitpur
G.P.0. Box: 9210 KTM, Nepal
Phone: 977-1-5553870, 5550452
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Photo : Niraj Thin Thakali/Modification Jomsom

Photo : Kamal Thapa-Pangje Foundation

Snow leopard’s natural prey Blue sheep and domestic Yak are sharing
the end of September 2020 due to mange. the same habitat in Manang.

A few blue sheep were found dead in high pastureland in Mustang at

Photo : GCAP-NTNC

Students, teachers and conservation stakeholders celebrating
Conservation Education Awareness Campaign in Baltistan, Pakistan

Photo : Snow Leopard Conservancy

Photo : Third Pole Conservancy

SLC staff at International Snow Leopard Day Celebration at Naibi Zoo, Members of the Third Pole Conservancy speaking during Snow Leopard
USA. Radio Program.



Photo : Chungba Sherpa
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CONSERVATION ACTIONS WE CAN TAKE

Report poaching to the concerned authorities.
Protect Snow Leopard habitats and their prey species.

Take measures to minimize loss of livestock to Snow Leopard: for example, guard livestock CAREFULLY (OR WILL),
avoid leaving animals to graze near cliffs or in very broken terrain AND KEEP THEM IN THE PREDATOR-PROOF CORRALS.

Spread wildlife conservation awareness among local people and tourists.

BECOME A STEWARD FOR NATURE BY ENCOURAGING YOUR COMMUNITY TO CO-EXIST WITH THE ENDANGERED SNOW
LEOPARD BY TAKING THE ABOVE ACTIONS.

BY ENSURING SNOW LEOPARDS CAN FIND SUFFICIENT WILD PREY FOR FOOD,AND SO THAT THEY DO NOT HAVE TO RELY
UPON DOMESTIC LIVESTOCK FOR THEIR SURVIVAL.

Snow Leopards and other wildlife are like a necklace of jewels around our mountains!

Do you know these facts?

Snow Leopard is among the endangered species of Nepal and other 12 range countries in South & Central Asia.
Snow Leopard serves as an indicator for environmental health of the high mountain ecosystem.
Like humans and all animals, Snow Leopards require food, shelter and security from enemies.

Snow leopard presence in Nepal and the Himalayas can be compared with the importance of lions to African countries
or the White giant Panda to China.

Snow leopard is part of natural heritage and is unique and valuable to the area.
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