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In January 2017, the Nepal Government hosted the 2nd 
Steering Meeting of the Global Snow Leopard Ecosystem 
& Protection Program (GSLEP), involving all 12 snow 
leopard range countries – Afghanistan, Bhutan, China, India, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, Nepal, Pakistan, Russia, 
Tajikistan and Uzbekistan.

Participants discussed the status of management plans to 
secure 20 snow leopard “landscapes” by year 2020. These 
landscapes are to be located in all 12 range countries, 
cumulatively covering an area of 500,000 sq. km., and 
are intended to provide habitat and prey of sufficient 
quality enabling each to support viable populations of 
100 breeding snow leopards. Four issues emerged as 
requiring immediate attention: 1) resource mobilization;  
2) capacity building; 3) illegal wildlife trade; and 4) climate 
change adaptation.

A highlight of the Steering Committee Meeting was the 
appearance of Nepal’s Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal, 
who pledged a contribution of $500,000 from the Nepali 
government for snow leopard conservation.  

We hope that the third edition of “The Snow Leopard 
Magazine”, which focuses on Nepali efforts to conserve 
snow leopards, will inform and entertain you and in the 
process, promote recognition for Nepali efforts to conserve 
snow leopards.

Editorial

Nepal supports a significant population of Snow 
Leopard, and has a commendable record for 
protecting this rare cat. The Snow Leopard 

Conservancy (SLC), is proud to partner with the Nepal 
government and local NGOs. Rodney Jackson, SLC’s  
Founder Director, was the first person to radio-collar snow 
leopards (see story on page 6).

Three decades later, Nepali scientists from the Department 
of National Parks (DNPWC) and Wildlife Conservation, 
National Trust for Nature Conservation (NTNC), and WWF 
Nepal attached GPS collars to three snow leopards, including 
the first female cat, in the Kanchenjunga Conservation Area. 
These cats have been moving between Nepal, India and 
China (Tibet), highlighting the importance of international 
collaboration for their conservation. 

SLC is now partnering with three NGOs- NTNC, Global 
Primate Network (GPN) and Mountain Spirit (MS) - to 
implement the following activities; (i) savings & creditg 
groups, where the interest on micro-loans supports 
conservation activities, (ii) construction of predator-proof 
corrals to prevent loss of livestock and retaliatory killing 
of snow leopards; (iii) testing of electronic deterrents like 
Foxlights and solar-electric fencing; (iv) outreach programs 
for youths, including “Snow Leopard Scouts” & (v) Snow 
leopard-themed radio program reaching 200,000+ rural and 
urban listeners-.
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Field is the Class Room 
 
Students working in the Snow Leopards Scouts Camp.
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 A Vulture sat on a tree doing nothing.........

When a Rabbit thought to do  same 
and sat on the ground.

A Snow Leopard came and ate.

Moral :  To sit and do nothing,  
              you need to be on TOP. 
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I came across an interesting incident while conducting 
research and study on Snow Leopard in Langu valley of Mugu 
district in 1984. That day, early morning while I was observing 
various activities of a group of more than 30 Himalayan Tahrs 
using a spotting scope, I saw an adult snow leopard closing in 
on these Himalayan Tahrs. When the snow leopard reached 
near these Himalayan Tahrs, about within a distance of 30 
meters, it started to slowly crawl on its stomach wagging its 
tail. As these Tahrs were grazing and slowly climbing uphill, 
within 5 minutes the Snow Leopard reached precariously 
close to them for an attack. I guessed that the snow leopard 
would then any minute run and attack one of the unaware 
Himalayan Tahrs. But contrary to my assumption, the Snow 
Leopard did not attack them but rather than crawling on the 
ground, it resumed its normal position and started to walk 
uphill to that very direction from where it came. It walked 
on the snow-covered ground, approximately 300 meters, 
and disappeared on the other side of the cliff.

It is said that if a large predator like snow leopard is not 
hungry, it would refrain from unnecessary killing of its prey 
species. I think that was the main reason the snow leopard 
did not attack these Himalayan Tahrs. Indiscriminate killing of 
prey species would definitely cause food scarcity in the days 
to come. The snow leopard makes sure that the area does 
not fall short of natural food.

But the inhabitants of the Himalayan region sustain heavy 
losses due to a particularly nasty habit of the snow leopard. 
Sometimes a snow leopard enters the barn of sheep and 
goats, killing them in huge numbers (sometimes more than 
50) but leaves without eating them. It is called ‘multiple or 
surplus killing’ in English language. Recently similar incidents 
took place in Manang and Mustang districts of Nepal. 
Although the specific reason behind such killings is still not 
known, it is assumed that Snow Leopard committed such 
thing out of confusion. Once the Snow Leopard enters the 

barn, the sheep and goats are terrified and create loud noises 
milling about with nowhere to escape. As a consequence the 
Snow Leopard is also perhaps confused and tries to get out 
of the barn but could not find the way out. In confusion it 
kills all the sheep and goats that come across its way.

Although these two behaviors of Snow Leopard seem 
contradictory and unusual, we can conclude that many 
behavior of wild animals is situational.  

Karan Bahadur Shah

Seemingly Unusual 
NATURE OF Snow LEoPaRd
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– s/g axfb'/ zfx

;g\ !(*$ df d'u' lhNnfsf] nf+u' pkTosfdf lxpFlrt'jf / To;sf] 

cWoog cg';Gwfg ug]{ l;nl;nfdf Ps lbg crDdsf] b[Zo  

b]lvof] . Tof] lbg laxfg} :kf]l6ª:sf]ksf] dfWodaf6 #) j6f eGbf 

a9L emf/nx¿sf] ljleGg lqmofsnfkx¿sf] d cjnf]sg ub}{ lyPF, 

crfgs dflylt/af6 Pp6f jo:s lxpFlrt'jf emf/nx?lt/ emb}{  

u/]sf] b]v]+ . ha lxpFlrt'jf emf/nsf] cGbfhL #) ld6/sf] b'/Ldf 

k'Uof] p;n] cfˆgf] k]6nfO{ hldgdf 5'jfP/ tyf k'R5/ xNnfpFb} 

la:tf/} rfn u/]/ lx8\g yfNof] . emf/nx¿ klg dflylt/ la:tf/} 

lx+8\b} u/]sfn] kfFr ldg]6sf] cGt/fndf lxpFlrt'jf emf/nx¿sf] w]/} 

glhs k'Uof], emf/nx¿ p;af6 cfqmd0f x'g;Sg] l:yltdf k'u] . 

ctM lxpFlrt'jfn] bu'b}{ emD6]/ s'g} Pp6f emf/nnfO{ cfqmd0f u5{ 

xf]nf eGg] d}n] nv sf6] . t/ d]/f] cg'dfg lakl/t ;f] lxpFlrt'jfn] 

tL emf/nnfO{ cfqmd0f u/]g, rfn df/]/ lx8\g 5f8]/ p ;fdfGo 

cj:yfdf pleof] / dflylt/ hxfFaf6 cfPsf] lyof] Tot}lt/ hfg 

yfNof] . cGbfhL #)) ld6/ hlt lxpFn] 5f]lkPsf] hldgdfly lx+8\b} 

lxpFlrt'jf r§fg] kxf8sf] csf]{lt/ uPsf]n] gb]lvg] eof] . 

lxpFlrt'jfn] o;/L emf/nnfO{ gdf/]/ kms]{/ uPsf] sf/0f s] 

elgG5 eg] cfk"m gef]sfPsf] eP lxpFlrt'jf h:tf] 7"nf] k/eIfL 

hGt'n] hyfefjL cfˆgf] cfxf/fnfO{ dfg]{ u/]sf] x'Fb}g . hyfefjL 

dfg]{ u/]sf] v08df eljiodf ;f] If]qdf k|fs[lts cfxf/df sdL 

cfpg ;S5 . csf]{ cy{df eGg] xf] eg] lxpFlrt'jfn] ;f] If]qdf 

k|fs[lts cfxf/fsf] sdL x'g lbb}g . 

t/ lxpFlrt'jfsf] Pp6f cToGt} g/fd|f] afgL 5 h;af6 pRr lxdfnL 

e]usf afl;Gbfn] ;do ;dodf w]/} 7"nf] Iflt Joxf]g'{ k/]sf]  

x'G5 . slxn]sfFxL Pp6f lxpFlrt'jf w]/} e]8f afv|L ePsf] uf]7leq 

k:5 / w]/} ;+Vofdf -%) eGbf a9Lklg df/]sf] e]l6Psf] 5_ e]8f 

afv|LnfO{ df5{ / ltgLx¿sf] df;' gvfOsg To;} 5f8]/ hfG5 . 

o;nfO{ cFu|]hLdf dlN6kn jf ;/Kn; lslnª elgG5 . o:tf 

36gfx¿ g]kfnsf dgfª / d':tfª lhNnfx?df xfn;fn} klg 

36]sf 5g\ . o;sf] vf; sf/0f yfxf gePklg e|ddf k/]/ jf 

cndNn k/]kl5 o;f] u/]sf] x'g ;Sg] cg'dfg ul/G5 . lxFplrt'jf 

uf]7leq k;]kl5 e]8f afv|Lx¿ 8/sf] sf/0f 7"nf] xf]xNnf u5{g, 

kmn:j?k ;f] lxpFlrt'jf cQflnP/ uf]7 aflx/ lg:sg vf]Hb5 t/ 

tTsfn} aflx/ lg:sg] af6f] ge]6fPsf]n] otfplt bu'5{ / cfˆgf] 

cufl8 k/]sf hDd} e]8f afv|LnfO{ df5{ .

lxpFlrt'jfn] b]vfPsf] dfly plNnlvt b'j} :jefjx? k/:k/df 

aflemg] tyf crDd nfUbf ePtfklg o;af6 jGohGt'sf sltko 

cflgafgLx? Kl/l:ylt dfly lge{/ u/]sf x'G5g eGg ;lsG5 . 

lxp“lrt'jfsf] 
c;fdfGo nfUg] :jefjx?
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Reflection on the First Radio - Tracking
STUDy OF Snow LEoPaRd

Although Nepal's snow leopard habitat is only some 30,000 
sq. km along the northern border with Tibet (China), this 
country has the distinction of having pioneered research on 
this rare, endangered species. Project Investigator, I myself, 
and co-investigator, Karan Shah were the first to radio-collar 
a wild snow leopard in January 1982, with funding from the 
1981 Rolex Awards for Enterprise and a series of National 
Geographic grants. Our study area was located at an altitude 
of 3,000m in the Langu Valley in Mugu District, upstream of 
Dolphu village, where a small settlement of hardy Tibetans 
cultivated potatoes and barley, and herded yak, cattle-
crossbreeds, sheep and goats. 

Our 5-person team spent four years, studying this elusive 
cat in one of the most remote regions of the world, 
gathering information on its movement patterns, habitat and 
prey preferences, and social interactions. We lived in tents 
throughout this time, enduring cold and snowy winters, and 
surviving on the Spartan Diet of the high Himal.

In 1982-1983, we radio-collared 5 snow leopards -- three 
males and two females -- and worked hard to track them 
closely from October through June of the following year. 
Poor visibility and the surging waters of the Langu River made 
field work during the monsoon season very difficult, despite 
being in the “rain-shadow” area of Nepal. The snow leopard's 

footprints were easy to see during the winter following 
snowfall, but we could not match the cat's agility on the 
precipitous rocks and high cliffs that dominated the Langu 
valley. Indeed, we found it extremely difficult work, moving 
through steep and rugged terrain, carrying a small tent and 
food for up to a week on our backs as we monitored each 
cat's identifying radio-signal. 

We fixed their position through triangulation, noting if they 
were resting or travelling within their home ranges. Once 
or twice a month, we would take turns at continuous, 24-
hour monitoring of their activity pulse, quickly learning these 
snow leopards were most active in the early morning or 
late afternoon -- a pattern scientists label as "crespuscular" 
activity. Unlike the African lion, which lives in prides of 3-20 
individuals, snow leopards are solitary creatures; however, we 
quickly learned that they regularly communicated with one 
another by leaving scented signs (tracks, scrapes, scats) along 
their favored travel routes -- typically narrow ridge lines, the 
base of cliffs, or along drainages. The odor and pheromones 
contained in the scat, urine or anal gland scent secretions 
helped each cat to identify, which leopard deposited the sign, 
how long since they had passed by. And, in the case of a 
female, whether she was ready to breed (in estrous) or not. 
We found that snow leopard scent-mark far more often than 

Dr. Rodney  
Jackson

Rodney lunges 
Leopard 1 (Yek) 
with a jab stick 
tipped with a 
sedative.
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other large cats, like tigers or mountain lions. We believe 
that this behavior to be an adaptation for the efficient use 
and sharing of limited resources. Indeed, snow leopards stay 
on their kill for up to 7 days, until nothing is left -- unless 
its stolen by a wolf or in the case of livestock, recovered 
by the herder -- as long as the meat is still fresh enough to 
consume. 

Our study remained the seminal research effort on the 
species for almost 20 years, until the advent of satellite 
collars, which have enabled biologists to sit comfortably 
in their warm offices and follow each cat's movements 
every 7-10 hours over the internet. However, while these 
biologists can overlay the snow leopard's travel path on a 
map or satellite image of the Earth’s surface, they stand to 
miss exciting opportunities to peer more closely into the 
cat's daily life -- such as visiting a kill site and noting which 
prey species is taken, or how much has been consumed. 
When supplemented with other tools, -- such as remote 
digital cameras set at kill sites or along wildlife trails, or the 
collection of scats, -- one can learn so much more without 
being intrusive or unduly disturbing this incredibly well-
camouflaged big cat. you can read in much greater detail 
about our adventures studying snow leopards in the book 
titled Vanishing Tracks by Darla Hillard, my wife. 

As I reflect back on my time in remote western Nepal, I 
am happy that Nepal continues to play a leading role in 
promoting conservation of Panthera uncia, as it is known to 
scientists. This past January, the Government of Nepal hosted 
an international meeting that brought together biologists 
and managers from all 12 snow leopard range states under 
the Global Snow Leopard & Ecosystem Protection Program 
(GSLEP) which aims to identify and protect significant, 
landscape-sized areas, with the objective of securing 20 
populations numbering at least 100 breeding snow leopards 
and with sufficient wild prey by the year 2020 -- hence the 
slogan 20 x 2020. Please spread the word and help conserve 
this Ambassador Animal of the High Mountains!

As I move into retirement age, my overriding goal is to 
mentor the next generation of snow leopard biologists 
and conservationists, sharing my 40 years of experience 
and knowledge with them, and helping to develop 
innovative, non-invasive research tools and protocols \
to deal with changing conditions brought about by both 
rural, economic development and climate change. I am 
completely dedicated to helping local communities 
better co-exist with the snow leopard and other large 
predators like the wolf. I appreciate the anger that a 
shepherd feels on waking in the morning and seeing 
most of his flock of sheep , goats, or yaks, lying dead 
from snow leopard predation. Known as “multiple 

killing,” such incidents are disastrous to owners and 
feline culprit alike: with the sheep and goats unable to 
run away, the cat goes on a killing spree until there 
is no more movement within the poorly constructed 
night-time pen, or corral. When this happens, its the 
equivalent of a herder’s life savings been wiped out. 
Following the snow leopards’ attacks on the livestock, 
herders retaliate by trapping or poisoning the big cats.

Fortunately, such events can be essentially eliminated after 
night-time corrals are “predator-proofed” with heavy gauge 
wire and other building materials or outfitted with flashing 
Foxlights (both provided by the Snow Leopard Conservancy 
and its partners) which scare the big cats away. The other 
important conservation action involves finding ways of 
offsetting the herder's economic loss by providing alternative 
sources of income, including diversifying rural livelihood 
opportunities. By ensuring that affected households do not 
have to rely so heavily on animal husbandry, we can better 
guarantee that herders will become effective stewards and 
well-respected guardians of the endangered snow leopard 
and its fragile high mountain ecosystem. Also, in this way, 
Nepal can continue to stay at the forefront of snow leopard 
research and conservation, with the next generation making 
sure this incredibly beautiful cat continues to roam the high 
mountains.

Karan Shah measuring  
a male Blue sheep's horn
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g]kfnsf] lxpFlrt'jfsf] jf;:yfg sl/a #),))) ju{ ls=ld=  
If]qkmndf pQ/lt/ ltAat -rLg_ sf] l;dfgf;Fu} ePtfklg o; 
b'n{e / ;+s6fkGg k|hflt dfly cWoogsf] ;aGwdf eg] o; 
d'n'ssf] 5'§} klxrfg 5 . /f]n]Sz k|fOh km/ O{G6/k|fOh !(*! 
/ g]zgn Hof]u|flkms j[lQsf >[+vnfx¿sf] cfly{s ;xo]fudf  
kl/of]hgf cg';Gwfgstf{ d cfkm}, / ;x–cg';Gwfgstf{ s/g zfx 
;g\ !(*@ sf] hgj/L dlxgfdf hª\unL lxpFFlrt'jfnfO{ /]l8of] sn/ 
pks/0f h8fg ug{] klxnf] JolQm xfdLx¿ eof}+ . xfd|f] cWoog If]q  

g]kfnsf] d'u' lhNnfsf] nfF3' pkTosfsf] 8f]Nkm' 
ufFp eGbf s]xL dfly #))) ld6/sf] prfO{df  
/x]sf] lyof], hxfF ltAatL d"nsf alnof dflg;x¿ 
cfn', hf} sf] v]tL ub{y], rf}+/L r/fpFby] / e]8f 
afv|fx¿ kfNby] .

;xh} km]nf kfg{ g;lsg] la/fnf] k|hfltsf] 
jGohGt'sf] af/]df ljZjs} Ps clt b'u{d  
If]qdf cWoog ub{}, lxpFlrt'jfsf] cfjthfjt sf] 
tl/sf, o;sf] jf;:yfg / k|fyldstfsf  lzsf/ 
k|hflt / o;sf ;fdflhs cGts{[ofx¿sf  
af/]df ;"rgf ;+sng ub{} xfd|f] kfFr hgfsf] 
;d"xn] rf/ jif{ ToxfF latfPsf lyof}+ . pRr lxdfnL 
e]usf] ;fwf vfg]s'/f vfFb}, lr;f / lxdkftk"0f{ 
lxpFFbx¿ klg lqkfndf g} a;]/ xfdLn] cWoog 
u/]sf lyof+} . 

;g\ !(*@–!(*# df xfdLn] kfFrj6f lxpFlrt'jfx¿df 
/]l8of] sn/ h8fg u¥of}+–tLgj6f efn] / b'Oj6f 
kf]yL / To;kl5sf] jif{sf] cS6f]a/ b]lv h'g 
dlxgf;Dd tL lxFplrt'jfx¿nfO{ /]l8of] sn/ 
dfkm{t cg'udg ug{] s|ddf w]/} d]xgt ug'{  
k/]sf] lyof] . g]kfns} w]/} kfgL gkg{] …cNk j[li6Ú 
If]qdf xfd|f] sfo{:yn ePklg sdhf]/ b]lvg] 
l:ylt / pln{Psf] nfF3' gbLn] dg;'gsf] ;dodf 
xfd|f] :ynut sfo{nfO{ lgs} sl7g agfPsf]  
lyof] . lxdkftkl5 lxpFFbdf lxpFlrt'jfsf] kblrGx 
k5\\ofpg ;lhnf] ePklg nf+3' pkTosf j/k/sf 
7f8f] r§fg / kx/fx¿df xfd|f] d]xgt lxpFFlrt'jfsf] 
km'lt{;Fu d]n vfg] lyPg . jf:tjd} Ps xKtfel/
sf nflu vfg]s'/f / ;fgf] lqkfn 9f8df af]s]/ 
k|To]s lxpFlrt'jfsf] /]l8of] ;+s]tnfO{ k5\ofp+b}  

          le/fnf] / ck\7of/f] e"jgf]6 ePsf] :yfgdf lx+88'n    
                    ug{] sfd xfdLnfO{ c;fWo sl7g nfYof]  .

xfdLn] lxpFlrt'jfx¿ a;]sf] :yfgsf] lqsf]0fLo ;e]{If0f dfkm{t 
lxpFlrt'jfx¿ al;/x]sf 5g\ jf otfptL lx+88'n ul//x]sf 5g\ eg]/ 
lgSof{}n ub{Yof}+ . dlxgfdf Ps b'O{ k6s xfdLn] @$ 306f g}  
lg/Gt/ ?kdf  lxpFFlrt'jfx¿sf] cg'udg ubf{ t'/Gt} yfx kfof}+ ls  
tL lxpFFlrt'jfx¿ laxfg} jf ck/fGXsf] pQ/f4{lt/ a9L ;ls|o x'g]  
/x]5g\ . To:tf] k|j[lQnfO{ j}1flgsx¿ …s|];k':sn/Ú cyf{t\ 

cWoogsf] ;Demgf

– 8f= /8\gL HofSzg

/8\gL lxp“lrt'jfnfO{ /]l8of] sn/ u/]/ k|fs[lts 

jf;:yfgdf 5f8\g' cl3 clGtd kl/If0f ub}{ .

lxp“lrt'jfsf] klxnf] /]l8of] sn/ ug]{

n]v 
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;"of]{bo eGbf s]xL cufl8 / ;"of{:teGbf s]xL k5fl8 a9L 
;lqmo x'g] ls|ofsnfk eGg] ub{5g\ . clkm|sfsf l;+xx¿ hf]  
tLg b]lv @) sf] ;d"xdf a:b5g\, h:tf] ge} lxpFFlrt'jf PSn} 
a:g ?rfpg] k|f0fL xf] . oBkL xfdLn] rfF8} g} yfxf kfof}+ ls  
lxpFFlrt'jfx¿n] Ps cfk;df ;"rgf cfbfg k|bfg ug{sf nflu 
k|foM 8fF8fsfF8fx¿sf] ;fF3'/f] rf]6L, jf eL/sf] tNnf] efu jf kfgL 
aUg] 9nf] h:tf pgLx?sf] dgkg{] lx+8g] af6f]df jf;gfo'Qm  
;+s]tx¿ -af6f]df vf];|]/, 3;|]/, lb;f u/]/_ 5f8\g]  
/x]5g\ . lxpFlrt'jfsf] lb;fdf /x]sf] uGw / /;fogx¿, 
lk;fa tyf dn4f/ u|lGyn] 5f8]sf] uGw dfkm{t s'g 
lxpFlrt'jfn] pQm ;+s]tx¿ 5f8]sf] xf], pQm lxpFFlrt'jf ToxfFaf6  
u'h|]sf] slt ;do eof] / kf]yL lxpFFlrt'jfsf] xsdf 
k|hgg\sf nflu jf k|hgg\ rs|sf] s'g r/0fdf p 5] egL 
klxrfg ug{ d2t ub{Yof] . kxf8L l;+x af3 jf cGo 7"nf  
la/fnf] k|hfltsf hGt'x?n] eGbf lxpFFlrt'jfn] o:tf 
uGwo'Qm ;+s]tx¿ a9L dfqfdf 5f8\g] hfgsf/L xfdLn] kQf  
nufof}+ . xfdL ljZjf; ub{5f} ls lxpFFlrt'jfx¿n] cfˆgf] 
jf;:yfg j/k/sf l;ldt ;fwgx¿sf] k|efjsf/L ?kdf 
pkof]u / afF8kmfF8 ug{sf nflu of] jftfj/0fLo cg's'ntf;Fu 
;DalGwt Jojxf/ xf] . ;fFRr} g} lxFplrt'jf & lbg;Dd 
cfˆgf] lzsf/sf] ;a} efu vfOg;s];Dd klg ToxfF s'/]/  
al;/xG5 . olb pQm lzsf/ AjfF;f]n] rf]/]g eg] jf ufO{j:t'sf] 
xsdf uf]7fnf]n] nu]g eg] lxpFlrt'jfn] pQm lzsf/ vfg of]Uo jf 
tfhf /x];Dd vfO/xG5 .  

xfdLn] lxpFlrt'jf dfly u/]sf] k|f/lDes cg';Gwfgsf] 
k|efj nueu @) jif{;Dd sfod /Xof] . ha e"–pku|xLo  
sn/sf] cfudg eof] ta hLjzf:qLx¿nfO{ cfˆgf] Gofgf] / 
cf/fdbfoL sfo{sIfdf a;]/ k|To]s jGohGt'sf] lqmofsnfk 
x/]s & / !) 306fdf OG6/g]6 dfkm{t cg'udg ug{ ;Dej  
t'NofOlbof] . oBkL oL hLjzf:qLx¿ gSzf jf k[YjLsf] e"–pku|xLo 
t:jL/df lxpFFlrt'jfsf] b}lgs hLjgnfO{ glhsaf6 lgofNg]  
/f]df~rsf/L cj;/x¿af6 eg] al~rt ePsf 5g\ . pbfx/0fsf  
nflu h:t}, lxpFFlrt'jfn] lzsf/ u/]sf] :yfgsf] :ynut e|d0f 
ug{], s'g jGohGt'sf] lzsf/ ul/Psf] /x]5 eg]/ kQf nufpg] /  
lxpFlrt'jfn] df/]sf] lzsf/sf] slt c+z vfP5 eg]/ x]g{] cflb .  
lzsf/ ul/Psf] :yfgdf jf jGohGt' lx+8]sf] af6f]df jf lb;f 
y'lk|Psf] :yfgdf h8fg ul/Psf] l/df]6 l8lh6n Sofd/fsf]  
;xof]un] lxpFlrt'jf h:tf] ljzfn la/fnf] k|hfltsf] 
hgfj/sf] k|fs[lts hLjgz}nLnfO{ gvnanfOsg w]/}   
s'/fx¿ hfGg ;lsG5 . xfd|f] lxpFlrt'jfsf] To; uxg cWoogsf] 
lj:t[t hfgsf/Lsf] nflu tkfOFn] d]/L >LdtL 8fnf{ lxnf8{n]  
n]v]sf] Vanishing Tracks eGg] k':tsdf k9\g  
;Sg'xG5 . 

ha d klZrd g]kfnsf] b'u{d e]udf d}n] latfPsf] ;donfO{ 
;DemG5', ta d j}1flgsx¿ dfem Panthera uncia eg]/ 
lrlgg] lxpFlrt'jfsf] ;+/If0fdf g]kfnn] g]t[TjbfoL e"ldsf  
v]ln/x]sf]df v'zL x'G5' . uPsf] hgj/L dlxgfdf g]kfn ;/sf/n]  

cGt{/fli6«o a}7ssf] cfof]hgf u/]sf] lyof] h;df lxpFlrt'jf kfOg] 
!@ /fi6«x¿sf hLjzf:qL / Joj:yfksx¿ Unf]an :gf] n]k8{ P08 
Osf]l;:6d k|f]6]Szg k|f]u|fd -hLP;PnO{kL_ cGt{ut e]nf ePsf 
lyP . j}7sn] lxpFlrt'jfsf nflu dxTjk"0f{ dflgPsf e"–kl/lw:t/
sf @) j6f If]qx¿sf] klxrfg u/]/  ltgsf] ;+/If0f ug{] tyf  
k|To]s If]qdf !)) j6f jo:s lxpFlrt'jf / logLx¿nfO{ cfjZos  
kg]{ cfxf/ k|hfltx¿sf] ;g\ @)@) ;Dddf Joj:yfkg ug{] nIo  
/fv]sf] 5 . To;}n] Tof] sfo{s|dsf] gf/f g} @) X @)@) /flvPsf] 
xf] . Tof] gf/fsf] Jofkstfsf nflu ;xof]u ug{'xf];\ / pRr lxdfnL 
e]usf] o; /fhb'tnfO{ ;+/If0f ug{'xf];\ . 

d cjsfz lng] pd]/df k|j]z ub{} ubf{ d]/f] k|d'v nIo  
eg]sf] gofF lk+9Lsf hLjzf:qL / ;+/If0fstf{x¿nfO{ k|lzlIft  
ug{] xf] . d]/f] $) jif{sf] cg'ej / 1fgnfO{ pgLx¿;Fu afF8]/ /  
u|fdL0f  e]udf cfPsf cfly{s ljsf; / hnjfo' kl/j{tgn] NofPsf]  
cj:yfnfO{ Joj:yfkg ug{ / jGohGt'sf] jftfj/0f gvnanfO{ 
ug{ ;lsg] cWoogsf tl/sfx¿ ljsf; ug{sf nflu pgLx¿nfO{ 
;xof]u ug{ ;Sb5' . :yfgLo ;d'bfo tyf lxpFlrt'jf / AjfF;f] 
h:tf 7"nf lzsf/L hª\unL hgfj/x¿sf] ;x–cl:tTjsf nflu  
;xof]u ug{ d}n] cfkm'nfO{ ;d{lkt u/]sf] 5' . ha s'g} uf]7fnf] laxfg 
p7]/ x]bf{ cfˆgf clwsf+z e]8f, afv|f cyjf rf}+/Lx¿nfO{ lxpFlrt'jfn] 
df/]/ 5f8]sf] cj:yfdf b]Vb5' d pQm uf]7fnfsf l/;nfO{ a'‰g\ 
/ dgg\ ug{ ;Sb5' . …dlN6kn lslnËÚ eg]/ lrlgg] To:tf 
36gfx¿ 3/kfn'jf hgfj/sf] dflnssf nflu / la/fnf] k|hfltsf] 
pQm hgfj/sf nflu plQs} laklQk"0f{ x'G5g\ . sdhf]/ tl/sfn] 
agfOPsf To:tf /flqvf]/ jf uf]7x¿af6 ha e]8f / afVf|fx¿ efUg  
;Sb}gg\ / lxpFlrt'jf ;a}nfO{ dfg{] WofpGgdf ta;Dd nfUb5 
ha;Dd vf]/ leq s'g} rfnr'n eO/xG5. ha To:tf 36gfx¿ 
36b5g\ ta uf]7fnsf nflu p;sf] hLjgsf] ;a} sdfO{ ;dfKt 
ePsf] h:tf] x'G5 . lxpFlrt'jfsf] o:tf] cfs|d0f kZrft\ uf]7fnfx¿n] 
To:tf 7"nf hª\unL la/fnfx¿nfO{ kf;f]df kf/]/ jf ljif VjfP/ 
df/]/ abnf lnG5g\ .

efUojz To:tf 36gfx¿ lgjf/0f ug{ /fqL uf]7x¿nfO{ afSnf] 
tf/ / cGo lgdf{0f ;fdfu|Lx¿n] 3]/]/ agfP/ cyjf lxpFlrt'jf 
eufpg] …kmSznfO6Ú pks/0f h8fg u/]/ -b'j}yl/ ;fdfu|Lx¿  
:gf] n]k8{ sGh/e]G;L / o;sf ;fem]bf/x¿n] pknAw 
u/fpFb5g\_ 3/kfn'jf hgfj/nfO{ lxpFlrt'jf h:tf] k/eIfL 
hgfj/af6 hf]ufpg ;lsG5 . csf{] dxTjk"0f{ ;+/If0f sfo{  
eg]sf] uf]7fnfx¿sf] cfly{s IfltnfO{ k"tL{ ug{ j}slNks cfo  
;|f]t pknAw u/fpg] / hLljsf]kfh{gsf nflu u|dfL0f e]udf pknAw 
cj;/x?sf] ljljwLs/0f ug{] xf] . k|efljt JolQmx¿nfO{ 3/kfn'jf 
hgfj/df cfly{s ?kdf a9L cfl>t gx'g eg]/ ;'lglZrt ug{  
;s]df xfdLn] ;+s6fkGg lxpFlrt'jfsf] ;+/If0fsf nflu uf]7fnfx¿ 
g} k|efjsf/L cleefjs / ;+/Ifs x'g ;Sb5g\ eGg] lglZrt ug{ 
;lsG5 . o;/L g]kfnn] lxpFFlrt'jfsf] cg';Gwfg / ;+/If0fdf 
cu|0fL e"ldsf v]Ng ;Sb5\ / efjL lk+9Lx¿n] klg of] clt g}  
;'Gb/ la/fnf] pRr lxdfnL e]udf ;w}+ lar/0f ug{ ;Sg] jftfj/0f 
agfpg ;Sg] 5g\ .
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LAMENT OF  
Red Panda
Struggling I grew up enduring grief and pain

Not a moment in life to enjoy and entertain

Thanks to the poaching, risky home of jungle

Hunter chase us with a gun, evil and cruel 

Our number stumbles, hunting is the very reason

Once they capture, trade us little money millions 

Vanish may we soon, nobody bothers nonetheless

Live becomes very tough in the receding wilderness

Life we on eating only the leaves of bamboo 

We do no harm to you, kindly spare us

Jungle is our safe residence; we are not for a game 

Do not trade in our lives you may never see us again

Simple, naïve, easy going and we are very plain

Our conservation will give you a great deal of gain

Save us and help us !   This is our only wish 

Reena Budhachhetri
Class 10, Shree Laxmi High School
Roots and Shoots Group
Mamangkhey -5, Taplejung

/]8 kf08fsf] j]bgf
phf8 7fFpdf lk8f / Joyf ;lx x's]{ b'Mvn] .

kfO{b}g Sof/] dHhfn] a:g vfP/ ;'vn] .

hª\unsf] af; ;'/Iff 5}g rf]/L / t:s/L .

kf;f] af]sL nv]6\b} cfpF5g\ lgi7'/L l;sf/L .

l;sf/sf] sf/0f 36\b}5 cfh lbg k|ltlbg ;+Vofdf .

e]6fP eg] a]Rb5g\ xfdLnfO{ yf]/} k};fdf .

nf]k x'b} uof}+, yfxf 5}g t/ s;}nfO{ of] 7fFpdf .

hLjg hLpg ufx|f] ef] xfdLnfO{ clxn]sf] h+undf .

afFRg' 5 xfdLn] hª\unsf] 7fFpdf afF;sf] kft vfP/ .

s]xL gf]S;fg xfdLn] u/]sf] 5}gf}, gdf/ wfP/ .

jg hª\un xfd|f] ;'/lIft 3/, l;sf/ gv]n .

nf]k x'G5f}+ xfdL, k};fsf] nf]edf k/]/ ga]r .

;f]emf] / l;wf, rt'/ 5}gf}+, Jojxf/ 5 ;/n .

;+/If0f u/L arfof}+ eg] kfpg]5f}+ ;xof]u .

xfdLnfO{ arfpm, ;xof]u ub}{, olx xfd|f] sfdgf .

/Lgf a'9f If]qL
sIff !), >L nIdL df=lj=

?6\; P08 ;'6\; u'|k

dfdfª|\v]–%, tfKn]h'ª

poem
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Ghana spent his childhood summers in the upper 
Mustang region with his grandfather, herding his family’s 
goats, sheep and yaks. They were their main source 
of livelihood. But they were also easy prey for snow 
leopards.

 “During that time, snow leopards used to attack my 
goats, sheep and  young yaks – killing seven, eight, and 
even ten in one go,” said Ghana. “It made me angry.”

For people like Ghana and his community that relied 
so heavily on their livestock, snow leopards were not 

beautiful creatures that needed conservation. They 
were a direct threat that had to be eliminated.

“I saw traps being laid out for them, poison being 
prepared and snow leopards being killed,” said Ghana.

It was the same story in many parts of the snow leopard 
range in Asia’s high mountains – herding communities 
killing snow leopards in retaliation for attacks on their 
livestock. This conflict was one of the main reasons 
for the 20 percent decline in snow leopard population 
over the past twenty years.

PROTECTING THE ENEMy:   
How a Nepalese Herder Befriended the 
Snow Leopard ?

Growing up in a herding community in the Nepalese 
mountains, Dr. Ghana S. Gurung knew two things about 
snow leopards. They killed his family’s livestock  and they 

needed to be killed in return. © WWF-Nepal

Article

Andy Rouse
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It is assumed that human-snow leopard conflict remains 
a major threat to the survival of the species.

But nowadays, Ghana is doing everything he can to 
end this conflict–for the benefit of herding families and 
snow leopards. And his work is paying off.

For Ghana, the turning point was when he started 
working in conservation after graduating from Lincoln 
University in New Zealand. Seeing snow leopards 
through a different lens, he realized how important it 
was to protect them and also how rarely they were 
being seen.

In 1998, when he joined WWF, snow leopard sightings 
were rare in Kanchenjunga and indirect signs were 
hardly encountered of the beautiful “ghost of the 
mountains.”

However, 14 years later, a survey identified 23 snow 
leopards in Kanchenjunga, amongst them three 
individuals had been satellite transmitter collared.

The reason? years of dedicated work with local 
communities by Ghana and others to change their 
attitude towards the snow leopards. The result? There 
had not been a single retaliatory killing of a snow 
leopard in the area for eight years.

Ghana believes that a conservation success of this 
magnitude is only possible when you believe in the 
local communities, when you trust them and make 
them responsible for the future of the snow leopard.

This was critical to the success of the snow leopard 
related insurance scheme that Ghana had started. This 
innovative initiative compensated the herders for any 

livestock that they lose to snow leopards, providing 
them with the financial support they need to cope with 
their losses and a reason not to kill a snow leopard in 
retaliation.

The insurance scheme is just one part of WWF’s 
extensive community-based snow leopard conservation 
programme. The programme also involves raising 
awareness about the importance of snow leopards, 
training of citizen scientists to monitor snow leopards 
and their prey, developing community-led institutions 
for snow leopard conservation, and providing 
alternative livelihood options such as eco-tourism.

 “When you are a herder you do not know how 
important or endangered the snow leopard is. It is 
a threat to your livelihood, and you do not want to 
see it around – that’s it,” said Ghana. “But when you 
understand its importance and know how endangered 
it is, then you have an immediate empathy toward it.”

After working closely together, the communities 
eventually took on ownership of the efforts to protect 
snow leopards, especially after they were provided 
with ways to prevent snow leopards from attacking 
their livestock or with compensation when they do.

“Having once felt that anger myself, I know the root 
cause of it,” added Ghana. “I still see that anger in 
people and unless we address the cause we cannot 
conserve snow leopard.”

Ghana and his colleagues from WWF-Nepal and 
the government are doing just that and the result is 
communities and snow leopards living in increasing 
harmony together.
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kl/jt{gsf nflu u/]sf] sfd g} To;sf] sf/0f lyof] . 
kl/0ffd:j?k cf7 jif{;Dd To; If]qdf k|ltzf]wsf] efjgfn] 
lxpFlrt'jf dfl/Psf] s'g} Pp6f klg 36gf ePg . 3g ljZjf; ub{5g\ 
ls o; eJo hGt'sf] ;+/If0f ;kmntf ta dfq ;kmn x'G5 ha 
tkfOFn] ;d'bfox¿nfO{ ljZjf; ug'{x'G5, ha tkfOF lxpFlrt'jfsf] 
eljiosf nflu pgLx¿nfO{ ljZjf; ug'{x'G5 / lhDd]jf/ agfpg' 
x'G5 . 

lxpFlrt'jfsf] ladf sfo{qmdsf] ;kmntf sl7g sfo{ lyof] h'g 
s~rgh+3f If]qdf 3gn] z'? u/]sf lyP . of] gofF sbdn] 
uf]7fnfx¿nfO{ lxpFlrt'jfn] Iflt u/]sf] j:t'efpsf] Ifltk"lt{ lb+b} 
;f] Ifltsf] ;fdgf ug{'kg]{ / k|ltzf]wdf lxpFlrt'jf dfg{ gx'g] s'/f 
l;sfof] . 

ladf sfo{qmd 8An'8An'Pkmsf] ;d'bfodf cfwfl/t lxpFlrt'jf  
;+/If0f j[xQ sfo{qmdsf] Pp6f efu dfq xf] . sfo{qmdn] lxpFlrt'jfsf] 
dxTjsf af/]df hgr]tgf clej[l4 ug]{, lxpFlrt'jf / o;sf] cfxf/f 
k|hfltsf] cg'udgsf nflu l;l6hg ;fOlG6;x¿nfO{ tflnd 
lbg], lxpFlrt'jf ;+/If0fsf nflu ;d'bfod'vL ;+:yfx¿sf] ljsf;  
ug]{ / kof{ko{6g h:tf j}slNks hLljsf]kfh{g pkfox¿ l;sfpg  
;xof]u k'¥ofpFb5 . 

…tkfOF uf]7fnf x'Fbf yfxf x'Fb}g ls lxpFlrt'jf slQsf] dxTjk"0f{ 
;+s6fkGg hLj xf] . of] tkfOFsf] hLljsf]kfh{gsf nflu vt/f xf] . 
g t tkfOF lxpFlrt'jfnfO{ cfˆgf] jl/k/L b]Vg rfxg'x'G5Ú, 3g eG5g\, 
…t/ ha tkfOFn] o;sf] dxTj yfxf kfpg' x'G5 / of] slQsf] ;+s6df 
k/]sf] eg]/ a'‰g'x'G5, t'?Gt} o;k|lt tkfOFdf ;xefg'e"lt cfpF5 .Ú 

;d'bfo;Fu glhs eP/ sfd ug{ yfn]kl5 dfq cem vf;ul/ 
lxpFlrt'jfn] pgLx¿sf] j:t'efpdfly cfqmd0f ubf{ arfpg] pkfo 
;'emfPkl5 / Ifltk"lt{ pknAw u/fPkl5 pgLx¿n] lxpFlrt'jf arfpg  
u/]sf k|of;x¿sf] :jfldTj lnP . 

…d;Fu klg To:tf] l/; gePsf] x}g, dnfO{ To;sf] sf/0f yfxf 
5Ú, 3gn] eg], …dflg;x¿df d ce}mklg cfqmf]; b]V5' / ha;Dd 
cfqmf];sf] sf/0fnfO{ ;+jf]wg ul/Gg, xfdLn] lxpFlrt'jfnfO{ ;+/If0f 
ug{ ;Sb}gf}+ .Ú 

3g / 8An'8An'Pkm g]kfnsf pgsf] ;xsdL{x¿ Pj+ ;/sf/n] 
To:t} lsl;dn] sfd ul//x]sf 5g\ kl/0ffd:j?k ;d'bfo / 
lxpFlrt'jfx¿ b'a} Ps csf{aLr /fd|f] tfnd]ndf /lx/x]sf 5g\ . 

zq'sf] ;'/IffM  
s;/L Pp6f g]kfnL uf]7fnf lxp“lrt'jfsf] ldq ag]] < 

udL{ofddf 3gn] cfˆgf] afNosfn xh'/a'jfsf] ;fydf dflyNnf] 
d':tfªdf kl/jf/sf] e]8f, afv|f / rf}F/L uf]7fnf u/]/ latfP .  
3/kfn'jf j:t' g} pgsf] kl/jf/sf] hLljsf]kfh{gsf] d'Vo cfo  
lyof] . ;fy}, ltgLx¿ lxpFlrt'jfsf] ;lhnf cfxf/fx¿ klg x'Gy] . 

…To; ;do, lxpFlrt'jfn] ;ft, cf7 / slxn]sfFxL Ps v]kdf 
bzj6f;Dd d]/f] e]8f, afv|f / ;fgf rf}F/L dfYof]{Ú, 3g ;DemG5g\,  
…Tof] dnfO{ c;Xo x'GYof] .Ú  

3g h:t} pgsf] ;d'bfo hf] 3/kfn'jf ufOj:t'd} Psbd} lge{/ 
/xGy], pgLx¿sf nflu lxpFlrt'jf ;'Gb/ hGt' nfUb}gYof] g t 
pgLx¿ To;nfO{ ;+/lIft ug'{k5{ eg]/} 7fGby] . lxpFlrt'jfx¿ 
pgLx¿sf nflu l;b} vt/f lyP h;nfO{ lgd'{n} kfg'{ kYof]{ . 

…d}n] lxpFlrt'jfsf nflu kf;f] /fv]sf] b]v]+, ljif tof/L ub}{ u/]sf]  
b]v]+, lxpFlrt'jf df/]sf] klg b]v]+Ú, 3g eG5g\ . 

lxpFlrt'jfsf] jf;:yfg /x]sf] Plzofsf] pRr lxdfnL e]ux¿df 
Uff]7fnf ;d'bfox¿n] cfˆgf] j:t'efp df/]sf] lgx'Fdf lxpFlrt'jf 
dfly k|ltzf]w ;fFWb} dfg]{ Pp6} vfnsf] syf lyof] . Tof] åGå  
g} uPsf] @) jif{df lxpFlrt'jfsf] ;ª\Vof sl/a @)Ü n] 36\g'sf] 
d'Vo sf/0f lyof] . dflg; / lxpFlrt'jfaLrsf] åGå g} o; 
k|hfltsf] cl:tTjsf] nflu d'Vo r'gf}lt ePsf] dflgG5 . 

t/ lxhf]cfh, uf]7fnf kl/jf/sf] pGglt / lxpFlrt'jfsf] ;+/If0fsf 
nflu dflg; / lxpFlrt'jfaLrsf] åGå cGTosf lgDtL EofP 
;Ddsf] k|of;df 3g nfu]sf b]lvG5g\ . pgsf] o; sfo{n] /fd|f] 
;kmntf kfPsf] 5 . 

Go"lhn}08sf] ln+sg o'lgel;{l6df :gfts ;s]/ ha pgL  
;+/If0fdf sfd ug{ yfn] 3gsf] hLjgsf] df]8 g} k]ml/of] . 
lxpFlrt'jfnfO{ ljleGg sf]0faf6 x]b}{, lxpFlrt'jfnfO{ arfpg' slQ 
dxTjk"0f{ 5 / ltgLx¿ b]lvg' slt b'n{e 5 eGg] s'/f 3gnfO{ 1fg 
eof] .

;g\ !((* df ha pgn] 8An'8An'Pkmdf sfd ug{ yfn], s~rghª\3fdf 
Tolt a]nf;Dd lxpFlrt'jf d'lZsnn] b]lvGy] . g t kj{tsf]  
k|]tsf] ;ª\s]tx¿ /fd|f];Fu e]l6Gy] t/ To;sf] rf}w jif{kl5sf] 
;e]{If0fn] s~rghª\3fdfdf @# j6f lxpFlrt'jfx¿ ePsf] b]vfof] . 
To;dWo] tLgj6fdf :of6\nfO6 6«fG;ld6/  sn/ nufO;lsPsf]  
5 . 

3g / ;+/If0fdf nfu]sf ljleGg JolQm Pj+ ;+:yfx¿n] jiff}{+;Dd 
:yfgLo ;d'bfox¿;Fu ldn]/ lxpFlrt'jfk|ltsf] dflg;x¿sf] k|j[lQdf  

– P08L /fph

g]kfnsf] lxdfnL e]usf] uf]7fnf ;d'bfodf x's]{/ 3gZofd u'?ªn] lxpFlrt'jfsf af/]df b'Oj6f  
s'/fx¿ a'e]m – ltgLx¿n] pgsf] kl/jf/sf] ufOj:t' df/] / To;sf] abnfdf ltgLx¿nfO{ dfg}{ k5{ . 

n]v 
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Mountain Spirit (MS) in 
partnership with and funding from 
the Snow Leopard Conservancy 
(SLC) conducted several three-day 
Appreciative Participatory Planning 
and Action (APPA) workshops 
for four Snow Leopard Savings 
and Credit Management  Groups 
from the villages of Phortse, 
Thamo, Thame and Thameteng 
of Khumjung and Namche Village 
Development Councils of the 
Sagarmatha National Park's Buffer 
Zone. 
The workshops organized between 
November 23 and December 5, 
2016. All together 64 members 
of  four Snow Leopard Saving & 

Credit Management groups took 
part in the workshop (Thameteng 
15, Thame 17, Thamo 16 and 
Phortse 16). 
SLC formed these groups in 2010 
and 2011 with USD 2,000 seed 
funding and for the purpose of 
improving local livelihoods as an 
incentive for protecting snow 
leopards, their prey and habitat in 
the face of potential economic loss 
due to livestock depredation.  
The Groups have been operating 
since then, making monthly 
savings deposits, mobilizing loans 
for small businesses, collecting 
loan instalment interest, total 
transactions of four groups have 

News

reached Rs. 32,38,040 as of late 
February 2017. Group size varies 
from 16 to 118 for a total of 175 
members. 

Mr. Lhakpa Tenji Lama, Dr. Mingma 
Norbu Sherpa and Mr. Ngawang 
Thapke Sherpa, APPA practitioners, 
conducted the training with 
support from Dr. Lhakpa Norbu 
Sherpa, Kami Doma Sherpa and 
Pasang Lhamu Sherpa in the field. 
Ms. Chhing Lhamu Sherpa played 
key role in workshop planning and 
report preparation. 

The workshop's specific objectives 
were to: discover the strengths 
and needs of each Group; explore 
potential enterprise opportunities; 

The
Snow Leopard|Page 14

APPA Workshop  held in  
Sagarmatha nationl Park Buffer Zone
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dfp06]g l:kl/6 -PdP;_ n] :gf] n]k8{ 

sGh/e]G;L -P;Pn;L_ sf] ;fe]mbf/L 

/ cfly{s ;xof]udf ;u/dfyf /fli6«o 

lgs'~hsf] dWojtL{ If]q v'Dh'ª / gfDr] 

uflj;sf kmf]Tr]{, 7df], yfd] / yfd]6]ª 

ufpFx¿df ;~rflnt lxpFlrt'jf art tyf 

C0f Joj:yfkg ;d"xx¿nfO{ tLg–tLg 

lbg] k|z+;gLo ;xeflutfd"ns of]hgf 

tyf sfo{ -cfKkf_ uf]i7Lx¿ ;~rfng  

u/]sf] 5 . 

uf]i7Lx¿ @)&# d+l;/ * b]lv @) ut];Dd 

;~rfng ul/Psf] lyof] h;df lxpFlrt'jf 

art tyf C0f Joj:yfkg ;d"xx¿sf  

^$ hgf ;b:ox¿ -yfd]6]ª !%, yfd] !&, 

7df] !^ / kmf]Tr]{ !^_ n] efu lnPsf lyP . 

P;Pn;Ln] ;g\ @)!) / @)!! Dff 

lxpFlrt'jf, To;sf] cfxf/f / jf;:yfg 

;+/If0fsf nflu k|f]T;fxg :j?k :yfgLo 

hLljsf]kfh{g ;'wf/ / 3/kfn'jf j:t'sf] 

Ifltsf] Ifltk"lt{nfO{ ;xof]u ug{ b'O{–b'O{ 

nfv aLp k"FhL lbP/ lxpFlrt'jf art tyf 

C0f Joj:yfkg ;d"xx¿ u7g u/]sf] 

xf] . 

To;otf pQm ;d"xx¿ ;~rfngdf  

/xFb} cfPsf] 5 . ;d"xx¿n] dfl;s art 

;+sng, ;fgf Joj;fosf nflu C0f  

kl/rfng, C0f ls:tf ;+sng ub}{ kmfu'g 

d;fGt;Dddf cfˆgf] s'n sf/f]af/  

#@ nfv #* xhf/ $) ?k}ofF k'¥ofPsf  

5g\ . ;d"xdf !^ hgfb]lv !!* ;b:ox¿ 

5g\ / s'n ;b:o ;+Vof !&% /x]sf] 5 .  

cfKkf uf]i7LnfO{ dfp06]g l:kl/6sf 

nfSkf t]GhL nfdf, 8f= ldª\df gf]a'{ z]kf{ / 

Gfjfª\u tfSk] z]kf{n] ;xhLs/0f u/]sf  

lyP . ;d"xnfO{ 8f= nfSkf gf]a'{ z]kf{, sfdL  

8f]df z]kf{, kf;fª nfDx' z]kfn] lkmN8df  

;xof]u u/]sf lyP eg] l5ª\u nfDx'  

z]kf{n] uf]i7Lsf] of]hgf / k|ltj]bg tof/Ldf 

of]ubfg lbPsL lyOg\ .

Uff]i7Lsf] ljz]if p2]Zox¿ k|To]s 

;d"xx¿sf] Ifdtf tyf cfjZostfx¿sf] 

klxrfg ug]{, ;Defljt Jofkf/  

cj;/x¿ kQf nufpg], x/]s ;d"xx¿n] 

5nkmndf NofPsf ;d"xsf nIox¿sf  

cfwf/df tLg jifL{o hLljsf]kfh{g ;'wf/  

sfo{of]hgf tof/ ug]{ lyof] . d'Vo 

;DefJo Jofkf/ of]hgfx¿ uf]i7Lx¿df 

klxrfg ul/P h:t}M v'lDanf art tyf 

C0f Joj:yfkg ;d"x kmf]Tr]{n] v'b|f k;n, 

n'uf l;pg] / a'Gg] Joj;foaf6 nfe 

xfl;n ug]{, lxpFlrt'jf ;+/If0f art tyf 

C0f Joj:yfkg ;d"x 7df]n] t/sf/L 

v]tL / r§fgdf r9\g] /f]df~rs v]nsf] 

;Defjgf cf}+Nofof] . To:t}, ;'Db'/lks 

art tyf C0f Joj:yfkgn] v'b|f k;n, 

kj{sf sfo{qmdx¿, ;fgf nufgLsf 

ldg/n jf6/sf] KnfG6 /fVg] of]hgf 

k|:tfj u¥of] eg] yfd]6]ª art tyf C0f 

Joj:yfkg ;d"xn] v'b|f k;n / kfp/f]6L 

pBf]u ;~rfngsf] of]hgf cl3 ;f/]sf] 

lyof] .

;u/dfyf /fli6«o lgs'~h 
dWojtL{ If]qdf

cfKkf uf]i7Lx¿ ;~rfng ul/of]

and to prepare a Three-year 
Livelihood Improvement Action 
Plan based on each Group's shared 
vision.   The workshop identified 
the key enterprise opportunities: 
establishing a small grocery 
store, and tailoring and weaving 
enterprises to benefit the Khumbila 
Group members in Phortse 
village; vegetable farming and rock 
climbing for tourists to benefit the 
Thamo Group members; a grocery 
shop linked to festival events, and 
a small-scale mineral water plant 
for the benefit of the Sumdur Peak 
Group members in Thame; and a 
grocery store and bakery for the 
benefit of the Thameteng Group 
members.

uf]i7Lx¿df lxpFlrt'jf art tyf C0f Joj:yfkg ;d"xx¿sf ̂ $ hgf ;b:ox¿  

-yfd]6]ª !%, yfd] !&, 7df] !^ / kmf]Tr]{ !^_ n] efu lnPsf lyP . 

News
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News

d[t lxpFlrt'jfnfO{  
hnfOof] Û 

@)&# >fj0f # ut] ;f]daf/ d':tfª lhNnfl:yt cGgk"0f{  

;+/If0f If]qsf] 5'S;fªdf 3fOt] k]mnf k/]sf] ;+s6fkGg lxpFlrt'jf 

>fj0f $ ut] d+unaf/ a]n'sf * ah]/ !% ldg]6 hfFbf d/]sf] 5 . 

pkrf/sf nflu pQm lxpFlrt'jfnfO{ g]kfnL ;]gfsf] hf]d;f]dl:yt 

xfO{ clN6Ro"8 :s'ndf nluPsf] lyof] . cGbfhL & jif{sf] pQm efn] 

lxpFlrt'jfsf] v'§fdf 3fp /x]sf] / lgs} sdhf]/ cj:yfdf p2f/  

ul/Psf] ;+nUg Ps k|fljlwsn] atfP . 

cGgk"0f{ ;+/If0f If]qsf] xftfdf jGohGt' pkrf/ s]Gb| jf c:ktfn 

gePsf] Pj+ ;+s6fkGg jGohGt'nfO{ pkrf/sf nflu tTsfn ;+/If0f  

If]q aflx/ nUg ;/sf/L k|lqmof k"/f ug'{kg]{ h:tf k|s[ofsf sf/0f 

s]xL l9nf;':tL x'g uPsf] ePtfklg cfk"mx¿n] EofP;Dd pkrf/ 

u/]sf] /fli6«o k|s[lt ;+/If0f sf]ifsf Ps pRr clwsf/Ln] atfP .  

…sf]if cGtu{tsf] ;b/ lrl8ofvfgf hfjnfv]naf6 uPsf] k|fljlws 

6f]nL pkrf/df ;+nUg /x]klg lgSs} sdhf]/ cj:yfdf /x]sf] 

lxpFlrt'jfnfO{ arfpg ;lsPgÚ, pgn] eg] . 

>fj0f ̂  ut] lalxaf/ /fli6«o lgs'~h tyf jGohGt' ;+/If0f ljefusf 

;Dks{ clwsf/Lsf] sfof{no / cGgk"0f{ ;+/If0f If]q cfof]hgf 

-PSofk_ k|wfg sfof{no kf]v/faf6 lnlvt ?kdf d[t lxpFlrt'jfnfO{ 

gi6 ug]{ lgb]{zg k|fKt x'g cfPkl5 pQm lxpFlrt'jfnfO{ hf]d;f]

dl:yt cGgk"0f{ ;+/If0f If]q cfof]hgf, Onfsf ;+/If0f sfof{no  

hf]d;f]dsf] xftfdf k|x/L gfoa pkl/Ifs, lhNnf k|zf;g sfof{no 

d':tfª, lhNnf e"–;+/If0f sfof{nosf k|ltlglwx¿, ;~rf/sdL{x¿ 

nufot ;DalGwt ;/f]sf/jfnfx¿sf] pkl:yltdf d'r'Nsf p7fO{ 

;f] lxpFlrt'jfnfO{ hnfO{ gi6 ul/Psf] lyof] . 

a dead Snow Leopard 
CREMatEd!

Snow Leopard is one of the endangered species of Nepal.  
An injured Snow Leopard that had been rescued in the 
Annapurna Conservation Area of Mustang district on 
July 18, 2016 died the following day at 8.15pm. It was 
taken to the High Altitude School of the Nepal Army 
in Jomsom for treatment. According to a technician 
involved in the treatment the Snow Leopard  was an 
approximately 7 year old male and very weak at the 
time of rescue owing to an injury to one of its legs.

There is no wildlife treatment centre or hospital 
within Annapurna Conservation Area so it took some 
time to fulfill the legal procedures in order to move 
the endangered animal  from the place of rescued  to 
the treatment location. However, everything that was 
possible had been done to treat the injured animal, 
said a high ranking official of National Trust for Nature 
Conservation. “Although a technical team from the 
Central Zoo was also involved in the treatment, we 
were unable to save the badly injured and weak Snow 
Leopard” he said.

Once the written directive had been received from 
the Liaison Office of Department of National Parks 
and Wildlife Conservation and the headquarters 
of Annapurna Conservation Area Project ( ACAP), 
Pokhara to destroy body of the dead Snow Leopard, 
it was cremated after completing the due process 
in the presence of Deputy Superintendant of Police, 
representatives of District Administration Office, 
Mustang and District Office of Soil Conservation, 
media people and stakeholders in the premises of Area 
Conservation Office of Annapurna Conservation Area, 
Jomsom. 

The
Snow Leopard|Page 16

Ph
ot

o:
 A

C
A

P



k[i7 17 l lxp“lrt'jf

News

k[i7 17 l lxp“lrt'jf

A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) has been 
signed between Global Primate Network Nepal 
(GPN-Nepal) and Snow leopard Conservancy (SLC), 
USA to carry out research and conservation projects 
in Nepal for 2016 to 2019.

GPN-Nepal has started radio programs from the 1st 
week of July 2016, focusing on snow leopard related 
conservation and awareness. The radio program is 
transmitting from 8:30 – 8:45 pm on every Sunday 
from 1st July 2016 via Radio Lamjung 91.8 MHz, 
Radio Mustang 98.8 MHz and radio Myagdi 104.4 
MHz. The program has been broadcasted in Lamjung, 
Myagdi, Kaski and Mustang districts. 

The listener of the program Pema Dolma from 
Mustang mentions that she has been suffering from 
predator livestock conflict since many years. The 
program taught her to manage the problem. “We 
should be always cautious while grazing livestock”, 
Dolma says, “Predator proof corral and foxlight can 
be good measures to reduce predator livestock 
conflict”. 

NEW PARTNER TO CARRy OUT 
Snow Leopard 
Initiatives in Nepal

lxp“lrt'jf sfo{qmd  
;~rfngsf] nflu  

gofF ;fe]mb/
 

Unf]an k|fOd]6 g]6js{ -lhlkPg g]kfn_ / :gf] n]k8{  

sGh/e]G;LaLr ;g\ @)!^ b]lv ;g\ @)!( ;Ddsf nflu 

g]kfndf lxpFlrt'jf ljifos cg';Gwfg tyf ;+/If0fd"ns 

sfo{qmdx¿ ug]{ ljifodf ;Demf}tf kqdf x:tfIf/ ul/Psf] 5 . 

lhlkPg g]kfnn] ;g\ @)!^ h'nfO{ ! b]lv lxpFlrt'jf ;+/If0f /  

r]tgf clej[l4 ljifos /]l8of] sfo{qmdsf] yfngL u/]sf]  

5 . /]l8of] sfo{qmd x/]s xKtfsf] cfOtaf/ ;fFem *M#)  

b]lv *M$% ah];Dd k|;f/0f x'G5 . /]l8of] ndh'ª (!=* d]ufxh{,  

/]l8of] DofUbL !)$=$ d]ufxh{ / /]l8of] d':tfª (*=* d]ufxh{af6 

aHg] sfo{qmd ndh'ª, DofUbL, sf:sL / d':tfª lhNnfx¿df 

;'lgG5 .

Ps ;|f]tf d':tfªsL k]df 8f]Ndf /]l8of] d':tfª (*=* df o; 

sfo{qmdnfO{ hlxNo} klg ;'lG5g\. pgn] k/eIfL / 3/kfn'jf 

j:t' aLrsf] åGå w]/} jif{b]lv ef]u]sL l5g\ . sfo{qmdn] cfk"mnfO{ 

of] ;d:ofsf] ;dfwfg l;sfPsf] 8f]Ndf atfpFl5g\ . …j:t'  

r/fpg n]sdf hfFbf ;Fw} xf]l;of/ x'g'kbf]{ /x]5Ú, 8f]Ndf elG5g\, 

…k/eIfL k|lt/f]wfTds uf]7 / kmS;nfO6 k/eIfL / 3/kfn'jf 

j:t'sf] åGå ;dfwfg ug]{ pkfox¿ /x]5 .Ú   
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FoxLiGhtS diStRiButEd  

Foxlights are flashing lights that scare snow leopards 
away from corral. 

Four Foxlights were distributed in Upper Mustang in 
Dhiple pastureland, Marang village while 13 Foxlights 
were distributed and installed in Manang area specifically 
at Pripche, Pripche Thang, Pripche Poo, Kyarken, Ti, 
Tankarshya, Neku (icelake), Kesto (icelake) pastures. 
Pema Lowa Lama under the Global Primate Network 
(GPN) distributed Foxlights in Upper Mustang while 
Tashi R. Ghale installed them in Manang between May-
September 2016. 

During the monitoring exercises, the local herders 
informed GPN staff that they have been very much 
benefitted and could sleep without fear of predators 
visiting their Goth. “It is protecting our livestock which 
is connected with our livelihoods”, says Daple Gurung, 
a yak herder who lives in the Diple pastureland of 
Lo Manthang. Another herder from Marang, Tsepten 
Gurung, thinks that Foxlights will help keep their corrals  
safe from "mass killing" incidents which happened last 
year when  he and  his neighbors lost 104 sheep/goats 
in just 2 nights. 

kmS;nfO6\; rxlsnf] alQ xf] h;n] lxpFlrt'jfx¿nfO{ t;f{P/ 
uf]7af6 nv]6\; . 

dflyNnf] d':tfªsf] l9Kn] vs{ / d/fªdf $ j6f kmS;nfO6;\ 
ljt/0f ul/Psf] 5 eg] dgfªsf] lk|Kr], lk|Kr]yfª, lk|Kr] k", Sof/\s]g, 
l6, 6fªv:of{, g]s' -lxdtfn_, s]:tf] -lxdtfn_ df !# j6f kmS; 
nfO6x¿ ljt/0f ul/Psf] 5 . Unf]an k|fOd]6 g]6js{ -lhlkPg_ sf 
k]df nf]jf nfdfn] dflyNnf] d':tfªdf kmS; nfO6 ljt/0f / h8fg 
u/] eg] dgfªdf 6f;L cf/ 3n]n] h8fg u/L uf]7fnfx¿nfO{ kmS; 
nfO6sf af/]df cled"lvs/0f u/]sf lyP . kmS;nfO6 h8fg 
sfo{ @)&# a}zfvb]lv cflZjg leq ;DkGg ul/Psf] lyof] . 

cg'udgsf] qmddf :yfgLo uf]7fnfx¿n] kmS;nfO6 cfk"mx¿nfO{ 
lgs} nfebfos ePsf] / k/eIfLx¿sf] qf;af6 lglZrGt eP/ 
;'Tg ;s]sf] atfP . …kmS;nfO6n] xfd|f j:t'x¿nfO{ ;'/Iff lbPsf] 
5 h'g xfd|f] hLjg lgjf{x;Fu ;DalGwt 5Ú, nf]dfGyfªsf] l9Kn] 
vs{df a:g] rf}F/L uf]7fnf 8fKn] u'?ª ;'gfpF5g\ . csf{ uf]7fnf  
d/fªsf 5]Kt]g u'?ªsf] larf/df kmS;nfO6n] pgLx¿sf] uf]7nfO{ 
Ps} v]kdf c;ª\Vo e]8fafv|f l;b\ofpg] h:tf] kL8fbfoL 36gfaf6 
;'/lIft /fVb5 . 5]Kt]g / pgsf l5d]sLx¿n] ut jif{ k/eIfLsf] 
lzsf/af6 b'O{ /ftd} !)$ j6f e]8fafv|fsf] Iflt Aoxf]g'{ k/]sf]  
lyof] . 

dgfª / dflyNNff] d':tfªdf
kmS;nfO6\; lat/0f
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international Snow Leopard day 

On the occasion of the International Snow Leopard 
Day on October 23, 2016, a student rally along with 
a Flash mob organized at Parche of Siklesh Village, 
Kaski. The Rally walked around the village while the 
local people, domestic tourists, teachers, Annapurna 
Conservation Area Project (ACAP) officials attended 
the flash mob which was successfully accomplished at 
the Sabhachowk. The program was locally organized 
by Alumni Association for Conservation Development 
(AACD) and the Institute of Forestry, Pokhara with 
the technical and financial support of Global Primate 
Network, Snow Leopard Conservancy and ACAP 
under the National Trust for Nature Conservation. 

On the occasion, Free Art and an Essay Competition 
was also organized by the students of the Annapurna 
Secondary School to generate awareness about 
importance of  snow leopard conservation. 

In the Rally, students of grade 8, 9 & 10 were involved 
while grade 8 & 9 participated in the Free Drawing 
Competition. Likewise the Free Essay writing 
competition was held among the10th graders.

Celebrated in Annapurna 
Conservatioin Area

cGt/f{li6«o lxpFlrt'jf lbj; cS6f]a/ @#, @)!^ sf lbg 

sf:sLsf] l;Sn]; ufpFsf] kfr]{df ljBfyL{ ¥ofnL / e]nfsf] 

cfof]hgf ul/of] . ;f] ¥ofnL ufpF kl/qmddf u/]/ ;efrf]sdf  

e]nfsf] ?kdf kl/0ft ePsf] lyof] eg] ufpFn]x¿, cfGtl/s 

ko{6sx¿, lzIfsx¿, cGgk"0f{ ;+/If0f If]qsf sd{rf/Lx¿n]  

e]nfdf efu lnPsf lyP . :yfgLo :t/df PPl;l8 /  

kf]v/fsf] jg cWoog ;+:yfgn] Unf]an k|fOd]6 g]6js{, :gf] n]k8{  

sGh/e]G;L / /fli6«o k|s[lt ;+If0f sf]if cGtu{tsf] cGgk"0f{  

;+/If0f If]q cfof]hgfsf] k|fljlws / cfly{s ;xof]udf sfo{qmd 

;~rfng u/]sf] lyof] . sfo{qmddf cGgk"0f{ dfWolds ljBfnosf 

ljBfyL{x¿åf/f lxpFlrt'jf ;+/If0fdf hgr]tgf clej[l4 ug]{ p2]Zon] 

:jtGq lrqsnf tyf lgaGw k|ltof]lutf ;~rfng ul/Psf] lyof] . 

;f] ¥ofnLdf sIff *, ( / !) sf ljBfyL{x¿n] efu lnPsf lyP 

eg] sIff * / ( sf ljBfyL{x¿n] v'nf lrqsnfdf k|ltof]lutfdf 

;xeflutf hgfP . To:t} sIff !) sf ljBfyL{x¿n] v'nf lgaGw 

k|ltof]lutfdf lx:;f lnP .

cGt/f{li6«o  
lxp“lrt'jf lbj; 

cGgk"0f{ ;+/If0f If]qdf dgfOof]
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News

tibetan argali  
Sighted in Upper Dolpo

dflyNnf] 8f]Nkf]df b]lvof] 
gfog Û

A group of researchers has reported the sighting of 
a young male Tibetan argali (Ovis ammon hodgsoni) 
in upper Dolpo, for the first time in more than four 
decades.

The animal locally known as Nayaan and Nayan 
in Nepali is the largest of all the wild sheep in the 
world and was captured on camera on July 19, 2016 
in Dingarsa of Chharka VDC in Upper Dolpo, at an 
elevation of 4,796 metres.

This is the first time a live animal was photographed in 
the region,” said Naresh Kushi.

A research paper on the distribution and status of 
Tibetan argali in Nepal, published in 2002 by Prof. 
Karan Bahadur Shah, a wildlife expert, had mentioned 
that the Tibetan argali was not found in any locality 
other than the upper Mustang area in Nepal. It used to 
be found in Mugu, Dolpa, Sankhuwasabha, Gorkha and 
Rasuwa districts about three-four decades ago.

“Hunting for meat and trophy, and heavy winter 
snowfall are prime factors that drove the Tibetan 
argalis to extinction in Dolpo in the past,” says Kushi, 
adding that the recent sighting indicates that some of 
the animals are drifting over from Tibet and are settling 
in Dolpo.

The People of Chharka told the researchers about the 
presence of a pair of Tibetan argali in the area durng  
the last four years. “However,  two individuals do not 
represent a viable population and is very fragile,” 
said Geraldine Werhahn, a member of the research 
team associated with the Wildlife Conservation and 
Research Unit at Oxford University.

This is an endangered species and is legally protected 
by Nepal government’s National Parks and Wildlife 
Conservation Act. It is  
listed in  Appendix I of  
the Convention on  
International Trade in  
Endangered Species of  
Wild Fauna and Flora that  
regulates its international trade.  
Tibetan argalis are also found  
in India, Bhutan and China.

g]kfnL cg';Gwfgstf{x¿sf] 6f]nLn] dflyNnf] 8f]Nkf]df em08} rf/ 

bzs otf klxnf] k6s gfog -l6Aa]6]g cuf{nL_ nfO{ Sofd/fdf  

s}b ug{ ;kmn ePsf 5g\ .

:yfgLo gfd Gofg / g]kfnLdf gfog elgg] of] hª\

unL e]8fx¿dWo] ;+;f/e/d} ;a}eGbf 7"nf] e]8f xf] . 

;g\ @)!^ sf] h'nfO{ !( sf lbg dflyNnf] 8f]Nkf]sf] 5sf{ 

uflj;sf] lbª\uf;f{ vs{df $,&(^ ld6/ pmFrfOdf gfognfO{  

g/]z s'zLn] ;fd"lxs cg';Gwfgsf qmddf kmf]6f] lvr]sf  

x'g\ . …lhpFb} k|ToIf Sofd/fdf eg] klxnf] k6s xf]Ú, g/]z s'zL 

eG5g\ . 

;g\ @))@ df g]kfndf gfogsf] ljt/0f / cj:yfsf af/]df 

jGohGt'ljb\ k|fWofks s/g axfb'/ zfxn] cg';GwfgfTds 

n]v k|sfzg ug'{ePsf] lyof] hxfF jxfFn] pkNnf] d':tfª afx]s 

sxL+klg gfog k]mnf gk/]sf] atfpg' ePsf] lyof] . of] e]8f d'u', 

8f]Nkf, ;+v'jf;ef, uf]vf{ / /;'jf lhNnfx¿df tLgb]lv rf/ bzs 

cl3;Dd kfOGYof] .  

ljutsf lbgx¿df 8f]Nkfdf k|fylds ?kdf df;'sf nflu, 

zf}vsf]  nflu gfogsf] lzsf/ x'g] u/]sf] / Jofks 

lxpFkftn] of] nf]k x'g] cj:yfdf k'u]sf] s'zL atfpF5g\ .  

…xfn ToxfF o;sf] pkl:yltn] ltAataf6 of] 8f]Knf]df ;/]sf] a'‰g 

;lsG5Ú, s'zL eG5g\ .

5sf{sf :yfgLox¿n] cg';Gwfgstf{x¿nfO{ atfP cg';f/ 

Ps hf]8L gfog ljut rf/ jif{b]lv To; If]qdf b]lv+b}  

cfPsf] 5 . …t/ b]lvg] u/]sf] elgPsf b'O{j6f dfq gfogx¿n] pko'Qm 

;+Vofsf] k|ltlglwTj eg] ub}{gg\ Ú, cg';Gwfg 6f]nLsf Ps ;b:o 

cS;kmf]8{ o'lgel;{l6sf jGohGt' ;+/If0f tyf cg';Gwfg OsfOsf  

h]/fN8fOg jf/fxfg\ elG5g\ . 

of] ;+s6fkGg ;"lrdf /x]sf] 5 / /fli6«o lgs'~h tyf jGohGt'  

;+/If0f P]g åf/f ;+/lIft 5 . of] ;fOl6; dxf;lGwsf] cg';"lr  

! df ;d]t ;dfj]z ePsf] hGt' xf] . gfog ef/t, e'6fg / rLgdf 

klg kfOG5 . 
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The awareness event organized under the theme of 
“Lend a Hand for the Snow leopard” on the occasion 
of the International Snow Leopard Day on October 23, 
2016. The event was held in the historic Patan Durbar 
Square, Lalitpur where people from all walks of life 
came together to contribute their hand prints to a 
community canvas, as a symbol and in solidarity with 
the elusive cat which converted into a stunning picture 
of a snow leopard.

The awareness event was organized by WWF Nepal, as 
part of the USAID funded Conservation and Adaptation 
in Asia’s High Mountains (AHM) Project, in partnership 
with Sattya Media Arts Collective and WWF Nepal’s 
The Generation Green Campaign.

“Being part of this unique event with the active support 
of people for the snow leopard has given us hope for 
the continued success of conservation efforts in Nepal, 
and elsewhere.” Said, Dr. Karl Wurster, Environment 
and Energy Team Leader at USAID-Nepal.

“Nepal has been leading the way in snow leopard 
conservation, pioneering new approaches that have 
become global models for the conservation of the 
snow leopard and high mountain ecosystems,” said Dr. 
Ghana S. Gurung, Sr. Conservation Program Director 
at WWF Nepal. 

g]kfnn] dgfof]  

cGt/f{li6«o lxp“lrt'jf lbj;
cS6f]a/ @#, @)!^, ljZj lxpFlrt'jf lbj;sf cj;/df kf6g 

;+u|xfnodf lxpFlrt'jfsf nflu Pp6f xft ;fk6L b]pm -n]G8 b 

Xof08 km/ b :gf] n]k8{_ d"n gf/fsf ;fy r]tgfd"ns sfo{qmd  

cfof]hgf ul/of] . sfo{qmddf x/]s If]qsf dflg;x¿n] ;+o'Qm 

?kdf Pp6f  sk8f -Sofgef;_ df /x:odo hLj lxpFlrt'jfsf]  

;+/If0f sfo{qmdf xft]dfnf] ug{ ;+s]t :j?k cfˆgf] xftsf] 

5fk nufP h'g kl5 uP/ Pp6f lxpFlrt'jfsf] ;fgbf/ cfs[ltdf  

?kfGtl/t eof] .

o"P;cfO8Lsf] nufgLdf ;~rflnt Plzofsf] pRr lxdfnL  

;+/If0f tyf cg's"ng sfo{qmdsf] lx:;fsf] ?kdf pQm  

r]tgfd"ns sfo{qmd 8An'8An'Pkm g]kfnn] ;Tof ldl8of cf6{\;  

sn]lS6e / 8An'8An'Pkm g]kfnsf] b h]g]/]zg lu|g SoflDkPg;Fusf] 

;xsfo{df cfof]hgf u/]sf] lyof] .

Nepal Celebrated  
international Snow Leopard day

…dflg;x¿sf] ;lqmo ;xeflutf ePsf] o:tf] ljz]if cj;/n] 

xfdLnfO{ g]kfn / cGoq lxpFlrt'jf ;+/If0f sfo{qmdsf] lg/Gt/ 

;kmntfsf nflu cfzf hufPsf] 5Ú, o"P;cfOl8 g]kfnsf jftfj/0f 

/ pmhf ;d"xsf g]tf 8f= sfn{ p:6{/n] eg] . 

…g]kfnn] lxpFlrt'jf ;+/If0fdf gofF cjwf/0ffx¿sf] k|of]u u/]/  

g]t[TjbfoL e"ldsf lgjf{x ul//x]sf] 5 h'g lxpFlrt'jf ;+/If0f / 

pRr lxdfnL kfl/l:ylts k|0ffnLsf] ljZjJofkL ?k/]vf aGg 

;kmn ePsf] 5Ú, 8An'8An'Pkm g]kfnsf jl/i7 ;+/If0f lgb]{zs  

8f=3gZofd u'?ª eg] .  

k[i7 21 l lxp“lrt'jf
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cartoon story

Once upon a time, when a herder was looking after his goats in the 
pastureland encountered the ghost of the mountain, the snow leopard. 
The herder screamed. 
Ps k6s Pp6f uf]7fnf n]sdf e]8fafv|f r/fpFb} lyof], p;sf] hDsfe]6 kj{tsf] k|]t cyf{t\ 
lxpFlrt'f;Fu x'gk'Uof] . uf]7fnf lrRofof] . 

The snow leopard dragged the goat into the pasture land  
and just vanished. 
p;n] afv|fnfO{ n]slt/ nUof] / Ps}l5gdf ufoa eof] .

So, without harming the snow leopard, the herder saved his 
goats with the help of foxlight.  
  
o;/L, lxpFlrt'jfnfO{ s'g} gf]S;fgL gk'¥ofOsg kmS;nfO6 k|of]u u/]sf] sf/0f uf]7fnfn 
cfˆgf] afv|Lx¿nfO{ hf]ufof] .

1

Few days later, at midnight the snow leopard appeared in front of the 
cow-shed (goth). The shed was covered with colorful lights where  a 
foxlight was recently installed and was very powerful with several colors. 
The snow leopard got afraid and bit confused. 

s]xL lbgkl5 /flt lxpFlrt'jf uf]7sf] cufl8 b]lvof] . uf]7df kmS;nfO6sf] /ª\la/ª\uL alQ 
emndn lyof] . Tof] ev{/} hf]l8Psf] lgs} rxlsnf] alQ lyof] . Tof] b]vL lxpFlrt'jf cln 8/fof] 
/ b'ljwfdf k¥of] . 

But the snow leopard jumps upon a goat and pulls it.

t/ lxpFlrt'jf lsg /f]lsGYof] / Û pm a]:;/L pˆ|of] / Pp6f afv|fnfO{ p;n] l3Rofof] . 

2

3

4

Foxlight Scares Snow Leopard

Go away.  
I am here to guard my goats.

oxfFaf6 efuL xfn, d]/f j:t'sf]  

/vjfnL ug{ d 5'F .

you are challenging  
to the hungry predator.

ltdL Pp6f ef]sfPsf]  

lzsf/LnfO{ r'gf}lt lb+b} 5f} . 

Please don’t kill it. It is  
only the source of my living.  

gdf/ g laGtL 5, ToxL t xf] 

d]/f] hLjg lgjf{xsf] ;|f]t . 
No, I won’t leave it  

because I have to feed my  
babies who have not had anything for  

about 2 days. Further, do not forget I am a  
carnivore and can’t live without meat.

d 5f8\g ;lSbg, d]/f] aRrfx¿n]  

b'Olbg b]lv s]xL vfPsf 5}gg\ . / gla;{, d Pp6f 

df+;fxf/L x'F, / df;' gvfO{ d afFRg ;lSbg .  

Oh!  
What’s that! Never  

saw such in my life. What shall I do?  
It must be dangerous. Someone 

 must be watching me better run away. 

Tof] s] xf]nf < To:tf] d}n] cfˆgf[ lhGbuLdf  

slxn] b]v]sf] 5}g . s] u/f}+ nf} Û s;}n]  

dnfO{ x]l//x]sf] 5 Sof/] .  

efUg' g} hflt xf]nf 

The herder got up from the bed. He saw the snow leopard.

TolQs}df uf]7fnf h'd{'¥ofpFb} p7\of] . p;n] lxpFlrt'jfnfO{ hfFb} u/]sf] b]Vof] . 

Hey,  
never come again.

cfoGbf slxNo} gcfpg'

By Karcheng Gurung

3
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travel dairy

I was very happy and excited about our 
observation visit the next day i.e. June 5, 2016. 

The visit was organized by Annapurna Conservation 
Area Project office (ACAP). I was already aware of 
the purposes of the visit, i.e. to experience the natural 
habitat of snow leopard, how to employ camera traps   
for monitoring snow leopards, and to support the 
local students learning about the food supply of snow 
leopard.The next day,  a conservation teacher,  my 
friend Norbu and I reached the ACAP office and met 
teachers and students of Lo Cunfen Rastriya Lower 
Secondary school. We packed up food, water and juice 
provided by ACAP office and started our journey 
at 9 am in the morning from Lomanthang to the 
eastern high hills.The journey was pleasant because 
friends from other schools were also with us. We saw 
Himalayan Hare and Himalayan Marmot.” Sometimes 
snow leopard hunts them”, explained our teacher 
from ACAP.He told us many interesting stories on 
wildlife. After walking nearly two hours, we reached 
Marchung Lek.

Pema sir from ACAP used the GPS device and told 
us that Marchung Lek is situated at an elevation of 
3900 meters and we all six students noted down this 
information on our note book. We also learned that 
Marchung Lek is the main habitat of snow leopard. 
After a long and careful inspection of the ground, Pema 
sir called us and said “Look! It is a pugmark of snow 
leopard”. I was very much happy and excited because 
that was the first time ever I saw any foot print of a 
snow leopard. Pema sir explained more about that foot 
print. We then learned that Pema sir is an experienced 
wildlife expert who had carried out many researches 
and studies on snow leopard and other wild animals. 
Once we moved little forward from Murchang lek 
(grassland), we found some bones and horns of a 
Blue Sheep which had died a couple of years ago. We 
observed the surrounding hills with the help of a pair 
of binoculars. Pema sir explained to all of us that snow 
leopard mostly feeds on Blue Sheep which graze on 
similar hilly areas and cliffs. 

Eating lunch at around 2 pm Pema sir clarified us 
camera trap which is used in researches and take 
photographs of the wild animals. Taking group photo 
we returned to our school. Once at school we shared 
our experience with our friends about the visit to 
Marchung Lek, particularly about the habitat of snow 
leopard. 

 

Snow Leopard’s Pug-mark ! d}n]  

ef]lnkN6 cyf{t\ @)&@ ;fn h]7 @# ut] laxfg cjnf]sg e|d0fdf 

hfg] s'/fn] d lgs} pT;flxt / v'zL lyPF . 

cGgk"0f{ ;+/If0f If]q cfof]hgf -PSofk_ Onfsf ;+/If0f 

sfof{non] cjnf]sg e|d0fsf] cfof]hgf u/]sf] lyof] . vf;ul/ 

lxpFlrt'jfsf] k|fs[lts jf;:yfgsf] cg'ej a6'Ng], lxpFlrt'jfsf] 

cg'udgdf Sofd/f 6«fksf] k|of]u s;/L ul/G5 / lxpFlrt'jfsf]  

cfxf/fsf] af/]df hfgsf/L xfl;n ug{ :yfgLo ljb\ofyL{x¿nfO{ ;3fpg]  

p2]Zon] e|d0fsf] cfof]hgf ul/Psf] eGg] af/] d}n] cl3Nn} 

lbg yfxf kfPsf] lyPF . ef]lnkN6 laxfg d, ;+/If0f lzIfs,  

k|wfg cWofks / d]/f] ;fyL gf]a'{ PSofk sfof{ndf k'Uof}+ ToxfF  

nf]s'Gk]mg /fli6«o lgDg dfBlds ljb\fnosf ;fyLx¿ / ;/x¿;Fu 

e]6 eof] . PSofkaf6 lbPsf] vfhf, kfgL / h'; af]s]/ xfdL laxfgsf] 

( ah] e|d0fsf nflu nf]dfGyfªb]lv k"j{lt/sf] n]slt/ lx8Øf}+ . c? 

ljBfnosf ;fyLx¿ klg ePsfn] ofqf /dfOnf] eO/x]sf] lyof] . 

lx+8\b} ubf{ xfdLn] af6fdf lxdfnL v/fof] / lxdfnL ˆofpd";f] klg 

b]Vof}+ . logLx¿nfO{ obfsbf lxpFlrt'jfn] cfxf/f agfpFb5 eg]/ 

PSofksf ;/n] eGg'eof] . lx+8\b} ubf{ ;/n] jGohGt'sf] /f]rs 

syf ;'gfpg' eof] . sl/a @ 306f lx+8]kl5 xfdL dfr'{ª n]sdf  

k'Uof}+ . 

PSofksf k]df ;/n] lhlkP; oGqdf x]/]/ Tof] 7fpFsf] pmFrfO{ 

#,()) ld6/ /x]sf] atfOlbg' eof] h'g xfdL ^ hgf ljBfyL{  

;a}n] cf–cfˆgf] gf]6a'sdf l6Kof}+ . Tof] 7fpF t lxpFlrt'jfsf] k|d'v 

jf;:yfg /x]5 eGg] s'/f yfxf kfof}+ . k]df ;/n] lgs} a]/ nufP/ 

e'OFdf x]l//xg' eof] / s]xLa]/kl5 ;a}nfO{ af]nfP/ eGg'eof], 

…n x]/, lxpFlrt'jfsf] kb lrGx ÛÚ d]/f] t v'zL / pT;fxsf] ;Ld}  

/x]g . hLjgdf klxnf] k6s d}n] lxpFlrt'jfsf] kb lrGx b]v]sf]  

lyPF . To;sf] af/]df k]df ;/n] k|i6 kfl/lbg' eof] . xfdLn] ToxL+ 

yfxf kfof}+ k]df ;/ lxpFlrt'jf nufot ljleGg jGohGt'sf] cWoog\ 

cg';Gwfgdf sfd ul/;Sg' ePsf] cg'ejL dflg; x'g'x'Fbf]  

/x]5 . dfr'{ª n]saf6 clnslt cufl8 a9]kl5 xfdLn] s]xL jif{ cl3 

d/]sf] gfp/sf] x8\8L / l;ª\u e]6Øf}+ . b"/jLgsf] ;xof]un] xfdLn] 

j/k/sf] 8fF8fsfF8f cjnf]sg u¥of}+ . …lxpFlrt'jfsf] k|d'v cfxf/f 

gfp/ o:t} 8fF8fsf8fF / eL/x¿df rb{5g\Ú eg]/ k]df ;/n] ;a}nfO{ 

atfOlbg' eof] . 

sl/a @ ah] vfhf vfPkl5 k]df ;/n] Sofd/f 6«fk / To;af6 

ljleGg yl/sf hgfj/x¿sf] kmf]6f] lvRg] ljlw atfOlbg' 

eof] . ToxfF ;fd"lxs tl:j/ lvr]/ xfdLx¿ cf–cfˆgf  

ljb\ofnodf kmSof}{+ . ljb\ofnodf ;fyLx¿nfO{ dfr'{ª n]ssf] ;a} 

cg'ej ;'gfof}+ vf;ul/ lxpFlrt'jfsf] jf;:yfgsf af/]df . 

I saw the  
 

lxpFlrt'jfsf] kb lrGx b]v]++ Û
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Predator Proof Corral

Report

Lhakpa Gurung, of Samdzong village of Lomanthang 
recalls “25-30 goats and sheep used to be killed by 
predators in the traditional corral each year, just 
recently in Marang village, dozens of goats and sheep 
were  killed by the snow leopard in the same corral.” 
The corral used to be open, just 3 feets in height, seemed 
weak so that Jackal, wolf and snow leopard could easily 
approach and attack in the midnight. However Lhakpa’s 
destiny has been changed due to the improved predator 
proof corral. 

The National Geographic Project with the technical help 
of  Snow Leopard Conservancy (SLC) and Annapurna 
Conservation Area Project (ACAP) provided a grant 
to construct this Predator Proof Corral. However, the 
user like Lhakpa provided some matching funds for the 
project including transportation and labor costs. 

He has  400 sheep and goats, 4 horses and 5 cows and 
has been rearing livestock since he was a child. Many 
years ago in one cold winter night, he recalls, he got 
injured while rescuing  of his sheep from a predator. 
That happened due to poorly constructed corral. 

The predator proof corral is constructed in the Seterah 
pasture which is mostly used during the winter season. 
There are approximately 1400 livestock rearing in three 
corrals. About six herder families live together there. 
Lhakpa and his friend routinely graze 800 sheep and 
goats. “Now, I can take a long breathe, for I have not lost 

a single goat since I  kept them in the predator proof 
corral”, Lhakpa says. “`Livestock is my only source of 
earning and when it is killed by the predators, I get  very 
angry and feel like I want to kill the predator whether 
it is fox or  the snow leopard’. But he knows well 
that these wildlife are protected and he cannot even 
hurt them. He is afraid of the laws and does not want 
to become involved in the problem. “Predator proof 
corrals are helping to protect our  livestock anyways so 
there is no conflict too.”, he further adds. 

Lhakpa and his friends have encountered Snow leopards 
several times while grazing in the pasturelands, however 
the snow leopards never harmed their livestock due 
to their serious presence. “We guard very carefully so 
that our cattles are safe”, says Lhakpa. However they 
can not guard them all the time. This is the reason that 
predators have killed their livestock in traditional corral 
which a predator finds easy to enter. If livestock were 
killed, Lhakpa used to go to ACAP Office and complaint. 
“Compensation is very nominal”, says Lkhakpa. 

And not only a predator proof corral, he  also got 
other measures to reduce conflicts such as Foxlight 
and a solar light. Lhakpa is impressed with foxlighting 
system in his corral. “I think good lighting facility around 
the corrals helps to keep the predators away from  
livestock.” Lhakpa is among many herders who has has 
attended  awareness camp several times and which 
were organized by the ACAP office. 

REDUCES Livestock Depredation

Pema Tsering Lowa
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nf]dfgyfª ;fdh'ªsf nfSkf u'?ª ;DemG5g\, …x/]s jif{ k/eIfL 

hGt'n] k/Dk/fut uf]7df @% b]lv #) j6f;Dd e]8fafv|f dfYof]{, 

c? t s] s'/f s]xL cl3dfq d/fª ufpFdf Pp6} uf]7leq lxpFlrt'jfn] 

bh{gf}+ e]8fafv|f df¥of] .Ú To:tf] uf]7x¿ v'Nnf,# lkm6 prfO{sf] / 

Psbd sdhf]/ b]lvGy], :ofn, AjfF;f] / lxpFlrt'jf ;lhn} r9\y] / 

dWo/ftdf cfqmd0f uy]{ .Ú t/ lxhf]cfh ;'wfl/Psf] k/eIfL /f]ws 

uf]7sf sf/0f nfSkfsf] lgolt ablnPsf] 5 . 

:gf] n]k8{ sGh/e]G;L / /fli6«o k|s[lt ;+/If0f sf]ifsf] cGgk"0f{  

;+/If0f If]q cfof]hgfsf] k|fljlws ;xof]udf g]zgn hf]u|fkmLs  

kl/of]hgfn] nfSkfnfO{ k/eIfL/f]ws uf]7 lgdf{0fdf cfly{s ;xof]u 

pknAw u/]sf] xf] t/ nfSkf h:t} cGo cGo pkef]Qmfn] klg vf]/ 

lgdf{0fdf /sd h'6fPsf 5g\ …9'jfgL / >dsf] nufgL xfd|f] tk{maf6 

xf]Ú, pgL eG5g\ . 

nfSkf;Fu $)) e]8f afv|fx¿, rf/ 3f]8f / kfFr ufO{x¿ 5g\ . uf]7fnf 

ag]sf] pgn] aRr} b]lv xf] . pgL ;DemG5g\, w]/} jif{ klxn] hf8f] 

ofdsf] Ps /ft pgsf] Pp6f e]8fnfO{ k/eIfL hGt'af6 arfpFbf 3fOt] 

x'g k'u]sf lyP . sdhf]/ uf]7s} sf/0f To;f] ePsf] pgL 7fG5g\ .

;]t]/f n]sdf k/eIfL/f]ws uf]7 agfOPsf] 5 h'g clwsf+zt\ lxpFb 

ofddf k|of]u x'G5 . ToxfF tLgj6f uf]7x¿ 5g\ / em08} !$ ;o 

ufO{j:t' /flvG5g\ . uf]7fnfsf 5 j6f kl/jf/ ;]t]/fdf a:5g\ . 

nfSkf / pgsf Pshgf ;fyLn] lbg la/fP/ *)) e]8fafv|f kfn}

kfnf] r/fpF5g\ . …ca eg] d}n] cfgGbsf] ;f; ln+bf x'G5Ú, nfSkf 

eG5g\, …lsgsL k/eIfL/f]ws uf]7df Pp6f klg j:t' gf]S;fg 

ePsf] 5}g . ufO{ j:t' kfng g} xfd|f] hLljsf]kfhg{sf] k|d'v  

;|f]t xf] ToxL klg jGohGt'n] dfl/+lb+bf lxpFlrt'jf xf];\ ls  

ˆofp/f] dfl/lbpmF h:t} nfU5 .Ú t/ pgnfO{ yfxf 5 tL ;+/lIft 

jGohGt'x¿ x'g\ / ltgnfO{ clnslt klg Iflt k'¥ofpg x'Gg . pgL 

sfg'g;Fu 8/fpF5g\ / Tof] emd]nfdf klg kg{ rfxGgg\ . …h] ePklg 

k/eIfL/f]ws uf]7n] j:t'efpnfO{ hf]ufO/fv]sf] 5 / To;}n] ubf{ 

åGå 5}g .Ú, pgL 9'Ss 5g\ .

nfSkf / pgsf ;fyLn] uf]7fnf hfFbf y'k|} k6s lxpFlrt'jf b]v] . 

cufl8 g} uf]7fnfnfO{ b]v]/ xf]nf lxpFlrt'jfn] j:t'efpsf] Iflt  

u/]sf] 5}g . t/ pgLx¿ lbg/ft s'?jf a:g ;Sb}gg\ .   

k/Dk/fut uf]7df To;}klg k/eIfLx¿ ;lhn} k:g ;S5g\ . olb 

e]8fafv|f df¥of] eg] xfdL PSofkdf ph'/L lbg hfGYof}+ . …Ifltk"lt{ t 

lbP glbP h:t}, yf]/} x'G5Ú, pgL eG5g\ . 

k/eIfL/f]ws uf]7dfq x}g pgL;Fu jGohGt' / dfgjsf] aLr åGå 

Go"gLs/0fsf nflu kmS;nfO6 / ;f]nf/nfO6 klg 5g\ . uf]7sf] 

rf/}lt/ pHofnf]sf] /fdf] k|aGw eP k/eIfL hGt'nfO{ ufO{j:t'af6 

6f9f /fVg ;lsG5 . PSofkn] ;~rfng u/]sf] ;+/If0f ;DaGwL 

hgr]tgf hufpg] SofDkdf c? uf]7fnfx¿;Fu} nfSkfn] klg w]/}

k6s efu lnPsf] lyof] . 

k/eIfL/f]ws uf]7n] 
ufO{j:t'sf] gf]S;fgL 36fof]
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article

On September 2, 2016, a team of researchers surveying 
snow leopard signs and  prey species in the upper valley 
of Khangsar, Manang were not expecting anything out 
of the ordinary. But at 4:40 pm, on their way back to 
camp, they saw a pack of Himalayan wolf roaming on 
the remote pastures of the area. 

It was the first time in more than four decades that 
a wolf has been sighted in this area. “It happened so 
quickly,” says biologist Tashi R Ghale, a member of the 

The wolves of Manang
The successful tracking of wolves in Upper Manang has made  

the researchers jubilant and local herders concerned.

- Sanjit Bhakta Pradhananga

Global Primate Network (GPN) team, “We were able 
to snap a few quick pictures before they disappeared 
behind the cover of rocks.”

The GPN team has been conducting camera trapping 
of snow leopard and Pallas’s cat in the region in 
collaboration with the National Trust for Nature 
Conservation (NTNC). “We had first captured images 
of a wolf pair in one of our camera traps at an elevation 
of 4590m on March 31, 2015. But we thought the 

Ph
ot

o:
 T

as
hi

 R
. G

ha
le

, G
PN

-N
ep

al
/S

LC



k[i7 27 l lxp“lrt'jf

wolves might just be roaming and speculated that they 
would go back where they came from,” Ghale says.   

 “But now the wolf pair seems to have successfully 
reproduced and colonised the upper pasture of 
Khangsar, which has a wide valley and a good prey base. 
We sighted a pack of five wolves altogether,” says Rinzin 
Phunjok Lama, principal investigator of the team, “The 
successful colonisation of the wolves might compete 
with the valley’s apex predator, the snow leopard” 

In April this year, a wolf related report, published by 
a team headed by researcher Madhu Chetri, grabbed 
headlines around the world. The team that had been 
studying its scat samples in Upper Mustang since 2001 
confirmed the presence of the Himalayan wolf in the 
Mustang region. The paper entitled, Ancient Himalayan 
wolf lineage in Upper Mustang of the Annapurna 
Conservation Area, published in the journal Zoo 
Keys, also speculated that Himalayan wolf, which is 
genetically distinct from European grey wolves, merit 
to be classified as a species of its own, namely Canis 
himalayensis.

As part of the research, the team interviewed hundreds  
of local herders, livestock owners and nomads, who 
admitted that wolves are perceived as a threat to 
local livelihoods. “These genetically distinct Himalayan 
wolves deserve special conservation attention, at the 
same time that the conservation of this species in a 
context of human-wildlife conflict is challenging,” the 
paper concluded. 

Inevitable conflict
Locally known as ‘chaangu’, GPN-Nepal researchers 
confirmed that the locals are concerned by the return 
of this predator  to the Manang 
valley.  Mr. Bhuchung Gurung, 
a herder from Tanki Manang, 
remembers sighting a wolf 
chasing goats in the Karche 
pasture as a child. According 
to him, wolves have not  been 
sighted in the region for the 
last four decades. “Now that 
the wolf has again returned to 
the valley, it will be dangerous 
for the livestock. 

Ganga R. Regmi, the Executive Director of GPN Nepal, 
says that while wolves can play a big role in balancing 
out the food chain and easing pressure of grazing 
pastures, eventual conflict is all but inevitable. “Because 
wolves are robust pack hunters they will inevitably 
come into conflict with not just other predators like 
the snow leopard, but also humans,” he says, “A yak 
will cost a herder roughly Rs 100,000, there are bound 
to be retribution killings in the future, if long-term 
conservation policies and herd protection measures 
are not formulated. Poisoning of the wolves by herders 
has played a significant role in the dwindling of their 
numbers in the past.” 

According to Regmi, lack of comprehensive study has 
made it impossible to ascertain the population of the 
wolf that roam Dolpa, Humla, Kanchenjunga, Mustang 
and now in Manang. Wolves are listed as least concern 
in IUCN  Red List Book  (http://www.iucnredlist.
org/details/3746/0)  and are legally protected by the 
National Park and Wildlife Conservation Act 1973 
of the Government of Nepal. “Tigers, rhinos and red 
pandas have received plenty of worldwide attention 
in the past decades and giant strides have been made 
in their conservation. The endangered Himalayan wolf 
deserves concerted conservation efforts as well.” Given 
the abundance of prey in the valley, Regmi emphasizes 
that the wolves that have already colonized Khangsar 
are bound to flourish—making the need for further 
study and proactive action all the more urgent. 

For now though, he and his team are overjoyed that 
the howl of wolves will ring the valleys of Manang once 
more. Tourists may be happy as well.
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@)&# efb| !& ut] dgfªsf] pkNnf] If]q vfª;f/df lxpFlrt'jfsf]  
lrGxx¿ / cfxf/ k|hfltsf] cWoog\ cg';Gwfg ul//x]sf] Pp6f 
;d"xn] cgk]lIft ?kdf lbp;f]sf] $M$) ah] SofDkdf kms{g] 
qmddf Pp6f AjfF;f]sf] ;d"xnfO{ 3fF;] d}bfgdf 3'Db} u/]sf]  
b]v] . Unf]an k|fOd]6 g]6js{ g]kfnsf] ;d"xn] /fli6«o k|s[lt  
;+/If0f sf]if;uFsf] ;xsfo{df ;f] If]qdf lxpFlrt'jf / kNnf;sf] 
la/fnf]sf] :jrflnt Sofd]/faf6 ;j]{If0f ub}{ lyof] .

rf/ bzs eGbf a9L ;dodf klxnf] k6s To; If]qdf AjfF;f]   
b]lvPsf] lyof] . …of] 36gf Psbd} l56f] eof]Ú, Unf]an k|fOd]6 
g]6js{ g]kfn ;d"xsf lhjzf:qL 6f;L cf/ 3n]n] eg], …ltgLx¿ 
r§fgx¿df n'Sg' eGbf klxn] s]xL tl:j/x¿ lng ;kmn eof}+ .Ú 

…@)&! ;fnd} klxnf] k6s dgfªsf] $,%() ld6/ pmrfOdf :jrflnt 
Sofd]/fdf Ps hf]8L AjfF;f]sf] tl:j/ cfO;s]sf] xf]Ú 3n]n] eg] . 

t/ clxn] AjfF;f]sf] hf]8Ln] vfª\;f/sf] dfly 3fF;] d}bfg / k|z:t 
cfxf/ ePsf] v'nf pkTosfdf ;kmntfk"j{s aRrf x's{{f{Psf] /  
a;f]af; u/]sf] b]lvG5 . …xfdLn] ;du|df kfFrj6f AjfF;f]
sf] Pp6f ;d"x b]Vof}FÚ, Unf]an k|fOd]6 g]6js{ g]kfn ;d"xsf 
k|d'v cg';Gwfgstf{ l/l~hg km'ªrf]s nfdfn] eg], …AjfF;f] ToxfF 
;kmntfk"j{s a:g' eg]sf] To; pkTosfsf] k|d'v l;sf/L 
lxpFlrt'jf;Fu k|lt:kwf{ u5{ xf]nf .Ú

dw' If]qLn] g]t[Tj u/]sf] Pp6f ;d"xn] of] jif{sf] a}zfvdf Pp6f  
k|ltj]bg k|sfzg u/]sf] lyof] h;n] ;+;f/el/ g} txNsf dRRffPsf]  
lyof] . ;g\ @)!! b]lv dflyNnf] d':tfªdf AjfF;f]sf] lb;fsf] 
gd'gfsf] cWoog ul//x]sf] pQm ;d"xn] d':tfªdf lxdfnL AjfF;f] 
/x]sf] kQf nufPsf] lyof] . cGgk"0f{ ;+/If0f If]qsf] dflyNnf] 
d':tfªdf k|flrg lxdfnL AjfF;f]sf] kl/jf/ lzif{sdf h"sLO{; 
klqsfdf 5flkPsf] pQm cWoog k|ltj]bgn] o"/f]lkog AjfF;f] eGbf 
j+zf0f'ut ?kdf km/s ePsf] lxdfnL AjfF;f] a]Un} k|hflt Soflg; 
lxdfnofG;L;sf ?kdf jlu{s/0f ug'{ k5{ eg]sf] 5 .

cg';Gwfgs} qmddf pQm ;d"xn] ;of}F :yfgLo uf]7fnf, ufO{j:t'sf 
dflns / 3'dGt]x¿;uF cGtjf{tf{ lnPsf] lyof] h;af6 AjfF;f]
x¿nfO{ :yfgLo hLljsf]kfh{gdf afwssf] ?kdf x]g]{ ul/Psf] tYo 
kQf nfUof] . dfgj–jGohGt'aLrsf] åGåsf] r'gf}lt /x]sf] ;dodf 
j+zf0f'ut ?kd} km/s lxdfnL AjfF;fx¿nfO{ ljif]z ;+/If0f ul/g'kg]{ 

b]lvG5 eGg] k|ltj]bgn] lgZsif{ lgsfn]sf] lyof] . 

dgfªsf]  Ajf“;fx¿
dflyNnf] dgfªdf Ajf“;f]sf] ;kmn cGj]if0f cg';Gwfgstf{x¿sf  
nflu pNnf; ag]sf] 5 eg] uf]7fnfx¿nflu rf;f]sf] ljifo .

– ;l~ht eQm k|wfgfª\u

ckl/xfo{ åGå

:yfgLo efiffdf …rfª\u'Ú elgg] k/eIfL AjfF;f] dgfªdf  

kms]{sf] x'gfn] :yfgLox¿ lrlGtt ag]sf] Unf]an k|fOd]6 g]6js{  

g]kfnn] 7f]s'jf u/]sf] 5 . 6\ªsL dgfªsf] uf]7fnf] e'r'ª u'?ª 

afNosfndf vr]{ d}bfgdf Pp6f afv|LnfO{ AjfF;f]n] nv]6]sf] 36gf 

;DemG5g\ . p;sf] cg';f/ of] $) jif{sf] cjlwdf clxn];Dd 

ToxfF AjfF;f] b]]lvPsf] lyPg, clxn] km]l/ AjfF;f] pkTosfdf kms]{sf] 

5, of] 3/kfn'jf hGt'sf] nflu vt/f x'g ;S5 .  

Unf]an k|fOd]6 g]6js{ g]kfnsf sfo{sf/L lgb]{zs u+uf/fd  

/]UdL vfB rqm ;Gt'ng / 3f;F] d}bfgdf rl/r/g bafa /f]Sg AjfF;f]

n] 7"nf] e"ldsf lgjf{x ug]{ atfpFb5g\, …åGåÚ t x'G5 g} gsfg{ 

klg ;lsb}g, lsgsL AjfF;f]x¿ alnof / ;d"xdf lzsf/ ug]{  

x'G5g\ . ltgLx¿n] lxpFlrt'jf h:tf] cGo df+;fxf/L hGt';Fu dfq 

geP/ clgjfo{ ?kdf dfgj;Fu ;d]t åGå l;h{gf ug{ ;S5g\ .  

Pp6f rf}F/Lsf] nueu ! nfv kg{ ;S5, olb lb3{sflng ;+/If0f 

gLltx¿ / ufO{j:t' ;+/If0fsf pkfox¿ vf]lhPg eg] :yfgLon] 

abnfsf] ?kdf eljiodf AjfF;f]x¿ dfg{ ;S5g\ . …uf]7fnfx¿n] 

ljif xfn]/ dfgf{n] g} ljutdf AjfF;fx¿sf] ;ª\Vofdf sdL cfPsf] 

xf]Ú, /]UdL eG5g\ . 

AjfF;f]sf] lj:t[t cWoog\ gePsf]n] 8f]Nkf, x'Dnf, sGrghª\3f, 

d':tfª / clxn] dgfªdf AjfF;f]sf] ;+Vof slt 5 eGg] s'/f 

olsg ug{ g;lsg] /]UdL atfpF5g\ . AjfF;fx¿ cf=o"=;L=Pg=sf]  

/ftf] lstfadf vt/fdf k/]sf jGohGt'sf] ;"lrdf 5g\ eg] g]kfn  

;/sf/sf] /fli6«o lgs'Gh tyf jGohGt' ;+/If0f P]g @)@( 

cg';f/ ;+/lIft jGohGt' x'g\ . kl5Nnf bzsx¿af6 g} af3, u}8f /  

xfa|]df k|;:t dfqfdf ljZjsf] Wofg uPsf] 5 / logLx¿sf]  

;+/If0fdf km8\sf] g} dfl/;s]sf] klg 5 . ;+s6fkGg lxdfnL AjfF;f]

nfO{ klg lj:t[t ;+/If0fsf] bfo/fdf Nofpg' cfjZos 5 . l;sf/ 

k|z:t ePsf]n] AjfF;f]x¿ dgfªsf] vfª;f/ pkTosfdf klxn} b]lvg}  

/xb} cfPsf] / o;sf] ;+Vof a9\bf] qmddf /x]sf]n] o;sf] t'?Gt 

cWoog ug'{kg]{df /]UdL hf]8 lbG5g\ .

clxn] h] ePtf klg AjfF;f]sf] cfjfh dgfªdf km]l/ u'Ghg] 5 eg]/ 

/]UdL / pgsf] ;d"x cToGt} k|;Gg 5g\ . o; pknlAwaf6 

ko{6sx¿ klg v'zL x'G5g\ . 

n]v 
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• ljZjsf !@ b]z -g]kfn, rLg, ef/t, e'6fg, d+uf]lnof, /l;of, 

ckmuflg:tfg, kfls:tfg, sfhls:tfg, ls/luh:tfg, 

tfhls:tfg, pHj]ls:tfg_ df dfq lxpFlrt'jf kfOG5 .

• ljZel/df $,%)) b]lv &,%)) ;Ddsf] ;ª\Vofdf lxpFlrt'jf 

ePsf] cg'dfg ul/Psf] 5 . 

• g]kfndf #%) b]lv %)) ;Dd lxpFlrt'jf ePsf] cg'dfg  

ul/Psf] 5 .

• g]kfnel/df z]–kmf]S;'08f] /fli6«o lgs'~hsf] nf+u' 

pkTosfdf lxpFlrt'jfsf] ;a}eGbf a9L 3gTj -!)) ju{ 

ls=ld=df !)–!@ j6f lxpFlrt'jf_ kfOPsf] 5 .

• g]kfnsf] /fli6«o lgs'~h tyf jGohGt' ;+/If0f P]g  

@)@( -!(&#_ n] lxpFlrt'jfnfO{ ;+/lIft jGohGt'sf] 

;"lrdf /fv]sf] 5 / o;sf] lzsf/ ug{ k"0f{tM  

lgif]w ul/Psf] 5 . o; P]gsf] kfFrf}+ ;+zf]wg @)&# cg'zf/ 

lxpFlrt'jfnfO{ u}/ sfg'gL tl/sf/n] dfg]{, 3fOt] agfpg], 

o;sf] z/L/sf] s'g}klg cª\unfO{ lsga]r ug]{ JolQmnfO{ 

?= %,)),)))÷– b]lv ?=!),)),)))÷–;Dd hl/jfgf jf % 

jif{b]lv !% jif{;Ddsf] h]n ;hfo jf b'j} k|sf/sf] ;hfoFsf] 

eflubf/ x'g'kg]{ 5 .

lxp“lrt'jfaf/] tYo

• Snow Leopard is found only in 12 countries 
in the world they are Nepal, China, India, 
Bhutan, Mongolia, Russia, Afghanistan, Pakistan, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, and 
Uzbekistan.

• Perhaps 4500 to 7500 Snow Leopards exist in 
the world. 

• In Nepal, the estimated population of Snow 
Leopard ranges from 350 to 500. 

• The Langu valley of the Shey Phoksundo 
National Park supports the highest density of 
Snow Leopards (10 to 12 Snow Leopards per 
100 square km) in Nepal. 

• Nepal’s National Parks and  Wildlife 
Conservation Act 1973 (BS 2029) has listed 
Snow Leopard as a protected priority species. 
It is illegal to hunt Snow Leopard. As per the 
fifth Amendment of this Act 2016, any one found 
guilty of poaching, hurting Snow Leopard and  
trading of its body parts will be punished with 
penalty of Rs. 5,00,000 to Rs. 10,00,000 or 5 to 
15 years of imprisonment or both.

Facts About  Snow LEoPaRd
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To date, I have completed pika's survey in Mustang, 
Pallas's cat's survey in Manang & Mustang, Snow leopard's 
survey in Manang and Humla, livestock depredation 
survey in Sagarmatha National Park. The areas where I 
have worked were  between 4000 and 5500m elevation 

and these are areas where snow leopards often  leave 
their markings. Thorang, Kangla and Tilicho are some 
of the high elevation areas in Manang district where I 
conducted my surveys. 

Snow leopard, which occurs in 12 countries in South 
and Central Asia, is known to inhabit some of the 
most difficult terrain in the world. Frequently changing 
weather, challenging terrain, limited time and resources  
and most of all the elusive nature of this species 
represent  big challenges to its systematic study. Winter 
and early spring are the best time for snow leopard 
field work as the chances of encountering this cat's 
signs are very high. But, in the high mountains snowfall 
is high and the cold and rough terrain hinders one's 
ability to cover large  areas. Thus most studies have 

Article

Snow  
LeopardinhAbits some of the most

difficult terrains in the world

Rinzin P Lama
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manual picture of wolf from Manang provides the first 
evidence of the return of the wolves to Manang. We 
also have several movie footages and pictures of Pallas’s 
cat, Beech Marten, Weasel, Jackal, Pika, Blue sheep from  
our camera traps. Manually we photographed, Tibetan 
wild ass, Himalayan marmot, Royal’s Pika, Wolf, Tibetan 
argali, blue sheep, and many game birds. 

The sighting of the snow leopard was the happiest 
moment in the field, especially having known the 
fact that the elusive predator provides rare sightings. 
Sometimes, something unexpected happens like the 
recent survey in Manang where  we sighted a pack of 
wolf. This was the first direct sightings of wolves after 
more than four decades due to their return to Manang 
. Such surprising encounters also happen in the field 
beside the hope of sighting the elusive snow leopard.  

Well planned research designs including realistic 
objectives and methods are the primary requirement 
for successful scientific research. High mountain areas 
are not easy to work in, so good mental as well as 
physical preparation are required. One needs to have 
good field gear that suits the mountain climate. Some 
background information on the study area, terrain, 
climate and culture are very helpful, indeed critical 
knowledge, prior to undertaking any survey.

I feel very lucky to have opportunity of conducting 
research one of the most rare and beautiful cats in 
the world: snow leopards and secondly I have good 
support of one of the best teams working in the high 
mountains in Nepal.

to confine to small areas or survey undertaken during 
non-snowfall season like the summer and autumn when 
the chances of encountering sign encounter are lower 
compared to the winter and early spring. 

The primary objective of my trips was to survey snow 
leopards, their prey and the intensity of conflict with 
local people over livestock depredation so that we bring 
scientific information from the field that will  allow us 
to prepare and implement better conservation plans.

I have conducted snow leopard related research in two 
areas, Annapurna Conservation Area and Humla as 
Principle Investigator. During the course of our research, 
my team successfully "captured" snow leopard's images 
in both the areas. The camera trap picture from 
Humla was the first photographic evidence of snow 
leopard outside the current network of protected 
areas in Nepal. Similarly, the camera trap as well as 
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– l/~hLg lk nfdf

xfn;Dd d}n] d':tfªdf 7"6] v/fof]sf] ;e]{If0f, kNnf;sf]  

la/fnf]sf] ;e]{If0f dgfË / d':tfªdf, lxpFlrt'jfsf] dgfª / x'Dnfdf 

/ 3/kfn'jf j:t'sf] Iflt ;DaGwL ;e]{If0f ;u/dfyfdf u/]+ . d}n] 

sfd u/]sf] If]qx¿ $))) b]lv %%)) ld6/sf] pmFrfOdf lyP hxfF 

lxpFlrt'jfx¿n] slxn]sfxLF cfˆgf lgzfgfx¿ 5f]8\b5g\ . yf]/fª, 

sfª\nf / ltlnrf] dgfª lhNnfsf tL 7fpFx¿ x'g\ hxfF d}n] cfˆgf] 

;e]{If0f ;sfPF . 

lxpFlrt'jf h'g blIf0f / dWo Plzofs} !@ j6f b]zx¿df kfOG5, 

;+;f/s} ;a}eGbf sl7g e"v08df a:5 eg]/ lrlgG5,. af/Daf/ 

kl/jt{g x'g] tfkqmd, r'gf}lt lbg]  e"v08, lglZrt ;do / ;|f]tx¿ 

/ l;ltldlt gb]lvg] k|s[ltsf] hgfj/ g}  ;lx 9+un] cWoog\ ug{sf] 

nflu r"gf}lt xf] . lxpFb / a;Gt Ct' lxpFlrt'jfsf] lkmN8 cWoog\sf 

nflu pko'Qm ;do xf] lsgsL To;a]nf lxpFlrt'jfsf] lgzfgx¿ 

kfpg] w]/} ;Defjgf x'g] ub{5 . pRr lxdfndf lxdkft a9L x'g] / 

lr;f] / sl7g e"v08x¿sf sf/0f 7"nf] If]qdf k'Ug g;lsg] x'gfn] 

w]/}h;f] cWoog\ cg';Gwfg ;fg} If]qd} l;ldt x'g'kg]{ / u/]klg 

lxpF gkg]{ df};d h:t} udL{ / z/b Ct'df ug'{kg]{ x'G5 . o;n] 

ubf{ lxpFb jf a;Gt Ct' cl3 e]l6g] lxpFlrt'jfsf lgzfgx¿ e]6\g] 

;Defjgf sd} x'G5 .  

d]/f] cWoog\sf] k|fylds p2]Zo lxpFlrt'jf / p;sf] cfxf/fsf]  

;e]{If0f ug]{, 3/kfn'jf ufO{j:t' dfg]{ x'gfn] :yfgLo dflg;x¿;Fu 

x'g] åGåsf] tLa|tf x]g]{ lyof] h;af6 xfdLn] s]xL j}1flgs  

hfgsf/L lkmN8af6 Nofpg ;SYof}+ / h;n] /fd|f ;+/If0fd"ns 

/0fgLlt agfpgdf xfdLnfO{ ;3fpFYof] .   

d}n] d'Vo cg';Gwfgstf{sf] x}l;otn] cGgk"0f{ ;+/If0f  

If]q / x'Dnf b'O{ 7fpFx¿df sfd u/]+ . cg';Gwfgsf] l;nl;nfdf 

xfdLn] oL b'j} 7fpFx¿df lxpFlrt'jfnfO{ l/df]6 Sofd/fdf s}b  

u¥of}+ . x'Dnfdf s}b ul/Psf] lxpFlrt'jfsf] tl:j/ xfn ePsf] ;+/If0f  

If]qx¿sf] ;~hfn aflx/ lxpFlrt'jfsf] cl:tTj ePsf] klxnf] 

uxlsnf] k|df0f lyof] . To:t}, Sofd/f 6«fk / xft] Sofd]/faf6  

s}b ul/Psf]  AjfF;f] dgfªdf  kmls{Psf] 36gfsf] uxlsnf] k|df0f  

lyof] . xfdL;Fu To;}a]nf lnOPsf] kNnf;sf] la/fnf], lxdfnL 

dn;fFk|f], ˆofp/f], 7"6] v/fof], gfp/sf] tl:j/ / lel8of]x¿  

5g\ . xfdLn]  Sofª\u, lxdfnL ˆofpd";f], d";] 7"6] v/fof], AjfF;f], 

gfog, gfp/ / cGo lzsf/ ul/g] kG5Lx¿sf] tl:j/ klg lvRof}+ . 

5Sofpg] / b[Zodf sd kg]{ k/eIfL hGt' lxpFlrt'jf b]Vg kfpg' 

b'n{e If0f xf] eGg] hfGbfhfGb} xfdLn] cg';Gwfgsf] qmddf 

lxpFlrt'jf Sofd/fdf s}b ug{ ;Sof}+ h'g Psbd v'zLsf] If0f  

lyof] . slxn]sfxLF lxpFlrt'jf afx]s cgk]lIft s'/fx¿ klg lkmN8df 

eP, h:t} dgfªsf] ;e]{If0fdf AjfF;f]sf] aufn e]l6of] h;nfO{ 

dgfªdf AjfF;f]x¿ em08} rf/ bzskl5 kmls{Psf] k|df0f dflgPsf]  

5 . lxpFlrt'jf b]lvg] cfzf afx]s o:tf cfZor{hgs e]63f6 

lkmN8df eO/xG5g\ .     

plrt 9+un] of]hgf ul/g] cg';Gwfgdf Jojxfl/s p2]Zox¿ / 

ljlwx¿ ;kmn j}1flgs cg';Gwfgsf] k|fylds cfjZostfx¿ 

x'G5g\ . pRr kxf8L If]qx¿df sfd ug{ ;lhnf]  5}g, /fd|f] 

dfgl;s / zfl//Ls tof/Lsf] cfjZostf kb{5 . lxdfnsf] 

df};d cg's"n x'g] lkmN8df /fd|f pks/0fx¿ rflxG5g\ . ;e]

{If0f cl3 cg';Gwfg:yn, e"agf]6, df};d Pj+ ;+:s[ltsf af/]df k"j{  

hfgsf/L / ;f] ;DaGwL jf:tjd} ;dLIffTds 1fg /fVgfn] 

h'g;'s} p2]Zo k"/f ug{ ;xof]uLl;4 x'G5 .       

;+;f/s} ;a}eGbf b'n{e / ;'Gb/ la/fnf] lxpFrlt'jf;Fu sfd  

ug]{ df}sf kfPsf]df / d;Fu g]kfnsf] pRr lxdfnL e]udf sfd ug]{ 

;fyLx¿sf] pTs[i6 l6d ePsf]n] cfk"mnfO{ w]/} efUozfnL 7fGb5'  . 

;+;f/s} ;a}eGbf sl7g e"v08df a:5  

lxp“lrt'jf
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Briefly tell us about Nepal’s snow leopard 
conservation work and the how DNPWC has 
observed it.  

The snow leopard is an inhabitant of the high mountain areas, 
far from roads and thus with poor access. The government 
of Nepal has  established more than 12 Protected Areas in 
the mountain ecosystems focusing on this iconic and flagship 
species. Habitat management, control of poaching and illegal 
trade and reducing human-snow leopard conflict  are the 
major focus of the government at present. In the recent 
days, the government of Nepal has particualrly focused on 
research and monitoring together with local communities 
and conservation partners. Trans-boundary cooperation 
with India and China is the  other focus of  snow leopard 
conservation in Nepal. 

What are the major challenges that the DNPWC 
has been facing for snow leopard conservation in 
Nepal?

Major challenges of snow leopard conservation are: 
• Habitat loss, fragmentation and degradation due to 

unplanned development of infrastructures such as roads.
• Increase in the trend of human-snow leopard conflicts. 
• Increasing trend of poaching, retaliatory killing and illegal 

trade of snow leopard body parts.
• Poaching of the snow leopard’s large prey species. 
• Over exploitation of Non Timber Forest Products 

(NTFPs) and other forest products in the mountain 
ecosystems.

• Climate change and its impacts on the habitat alteration.

Dr. Maheshwor Dhakal is a Joint 
Secretary in the Ministry of Forests 
and Soil Conservation. He has been 
working in the conservation sector 
for  25 years, including six years in 
the Department of National Park 
and Wildlife Conservation. He 
accomplished his PhD in Forest 
Economics and Ecology from 
the University of Tsukuba, Japan 
in 2009. On behalf of the Snow 
Leopard Magazine Anil Adhikari 
caught up with Dr. Dhakal to 
talk about DNPWC’s plans for  
snow leopard conservation and 
especially the new landscape level 
program initiatives. Excerpts from 
this interview follow:    

LANDSCAPE LEVEL CONSERVATION  
is Prominent to the Apex and Flagship Species like 
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Do you think, a landscape level program is 
significant to protect and increase the number of 
snow leopard in its range countries? What is Nepal 
doing to promote landscape level conservation?

yea, of course, landscape level conservation is prominent 
for apex and flagship species like the snow leopard. This 
fact was also justified from the satellite transmitter collaring 
research, which has been  carried out in the Kanchenjungha 
Conservation area since 2013. One  collared snow leopard 
covered more than 1000 km2 which justifies this landscape 
approach and same individual has travelled to both Nepal and 
India which justifies trans-boundary cooperation following 
the principle of biodiversity ‘beyond the boundary’. The 
government of Nepal has been implementing snow leopard 
conservation activities at various landscapes such as Sacred 
Hmalayan Landscape and Chitwan to Annapurna Landscape 
initiatives 

Under the Global Snow Leopard and Ecosystem 
Protection Program (GSLEP), the snow leopard 
range countries and partners have agreed to work 
together with like-minded stakeholders to identify 
and secure at least 20 Snow leopard Landscapes 
across the species  range by 2020 giving the 
slogan- “Secure 20 by 2020”. What is Nepal’s 
situation now?

The government of Nepal has identified 3 landscapes under 
this slogan. We are focusing on the eastern landscape as a 
pilot landscape and the formulation of a management plan is 
undergoing.  The monitoring of snow leopards using satellite 
transmitter collars has also been encouraging us to work 
together with local communities and in gaining a better 
knowledge of biodiversity in the mountainous region.  

What are the major themes of this program? 
Has Nepal already developed activities and 
proceeded with implementation? 

This program has several themes such as; managing habitats 
and prey species, engaging local communities in conservation 
via sustainable livelihoods and addressing human wildlife 
conflict, trans-boundary management, research and others. 
Incorporating snow leopard's conservation related  facts in 
the country Snow Leopard Conservation Action Plan (2005-
2015) has been developed.   

In the coming years, we are planning to include some genetic 
works and climate change issues following the core value 
of Bishkek declaration on snow leopard conservation in 
particular and Global Snow leopard & Ecosystem Protection 
(GSLEP) in general. 

Every year, the snow leopard habitat range 
communities in Nepal face a great number of 
livestock losses due to snow leopards and other 
predators. Livestock herding is the major source of 
living for high mountain communities. Does GSLEP 
help develop measures such as compensation 
schemes to address local communities?  

yea, the Government of Nepal had already included snow 
leopard as one of the conflict prone species in the relief 
guideline in 2012 and 2015 as well. If snow leopard makes 
injury to the people, the victim family may get up to NRs. 
100,000, in case of human casualties, 500,000, in case livestock 
damage to the limit of NRs. 30,000. The Government of 
Nepal is also positive to increase the relief amount, simplify 
the relief release process and working towards zero human 
causalities and conflicts in the following days. 

In 2016, an injured snow leopard had been 
rescued in the Annapurna Conservation Arera but 
died during the treatment. How do you evaluate 
that situation? What lesson was learned do you 
think, so that we should not take to repeat such 
incident in the future?  

It is fact that we have very poor wildlife rescue and 
problematic wildlife management facilities. Almost there is 
no preparedness system in place. In my opinion, we cannot 
predict the wildlife's conflict time and place along with 
wildlife crime and related problems. A linear planning system 
on annual basis cannot address this problem. So, we need 
an emergency fund that Protected area  and District Forest 
Office authorities can use when needed  and  the problem 
exists. Some mobile and rapid response team based in the 
region or at the state government level can address this 
problem more appropriately. 

In 2015, a snow leopard was captured in camera 
trap at Limi area in Humla. Is DNPWC going to carry 
out research or promote camera trap program 
out there?   

Camera trapping is one of the methods for proper wildlife 
monitoring. The snow leopard habitat encompasses  rugged 
and remote mountainous areas, where we cannot install 
cameras everywhere. We are planning to install cameras at 
specific sites and get the results over the following years. 
We encourage to all conservation partners and research 
institutions to work together with government agencies so 
that the research results can be a part of policy and planning 
formulation in the coming years.  

When this interview was conducted, Dr. Maheshwar Dhakal was serving as the Deputy 
Director General at Department of National Parks & Wildlife Conservation (DNPWC). 
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xfdLnfO{ lxp“lrt'jf ;+/If0f ;DaGwL g]kfndf ul/Psf 
sfo{x?sf] af/]df 5f]6s/Ldf atfO{ lbg'xf];\ / o;nfO{  
/fli6«o lgs'~h tyf jGohGt' ;+/If0f ljefun] s;/L  
x]/]sf] 5 <

lxFplrt'jfsf] jf;:yfg ;8s / xf] xNnf eGbf 6f9f pRr lxdfnL  
If]q xf] . g]kfn ;/sf/n] b]zs} k|ltssf] ?kdf /x]sf] / 
dxTjk"0f{ jGohGt'sf] ?kdf /x]sf] o; hfltnfO{ dWogh/ 
ub{} kj{tLo kfl/l:ylts k|0ffnLx?df !@ j6f eGbf a9L  
;+/lIft If]qx¿sf] :yfkgf u/]sf] 5 . lxFplrt'jfsf] jf;:yfgsf] 
Joj:yfkg ug{], rf]/L lzsf/ tyf cj}w Jofkf/sf] lgoGq0f 
ug{] /  lxpFlrt'jf / dflg;sf] aLrsf] åGånfO{ Go"gLs/0f ug{] 
xfn ;/sf/sf] d'Vo sfo{x¿ x'g\ . xfn ;/sf/n] :yfgLo 
;d'bfo tyf ;+/If0f ;fem]bf/x¿;Fusf] ;xsfo{df vf;ul/ 
cg';Gwfg tyf cg'udgdf Wofg s]lGb|t ug{'sf ;fy} lxpFlrt'jf  
;+/If0f ;DaGwL ef/t tyf rLg;Fu ;Ldf jf/kf/ ;xsfo{nfO{  
;d]t k|fyldstf lbPsf] 5 . 

/fli6«o lgs'~h tyf jGohGt' ;+/If0f ljefun] g]kfndf 
lxpFlrt'jf ;+/If0f ;+aGwdf ef]u]sf d'Vo r'gf}tLx¿s] s]  
x'g <

lxpFlrt'jf ;+/If0fsf d'Vo r'gf}ltx¿ o; k|sf/ 5g\ M

• /fd|f];Fu of]hgf gagfO{ lgdf{0f ul/g] k"jf{wf/ ljsf; 
pbfx/0fsf nflu ;8ssf sf/0fn] jf;:yfgsf] lagf; x'g'', 
jf;:yfgx¿ 6'ls|g', / lau|g' .

• lxpFlrt'jf / dflg;aLrsf] åGådf j[l4 x'g' . 

• rf]/L lzsf/, lxpFlrt'jf dfly ul/g] k|Tofqmd0f tyf  
lxpFlrt'jfx¿sf] cj}w Jofkf/sf] k|j[lQdf j[l4 x'g' 

• lxpFlrt'jfsf] 7"nf cfxf/f k|hfltx¿sf] rf]/L lzsf/ x'g' .

• lxdfnL kfl/l:ylts k|0ffnLx¿df u}/sfi7 / sfi7 jg  
k}bfjf/sf] cToflws zf]if0f x'g' .

• hnjfo' kl/jt{g / lxpFlrt'jfsf] jf;:yfgdf To;sf] c;/ 
x'g' .

s] tkfOFnfO{ nfUb5, Pp6f e"–kl/lw:t/Lo sfo{qmd 
lxp“lrt'jfx¿ kfOg] d'n'sx¿df o;sf] ;+/If0f ug{ 
tyf ;+Vof j[l4 ug{sf nflu dxTjk"0f{ 5 < g]kfnn]  
e"–kl/lw:t/Lo sfo{qmd k|j4{g ug{sf nflu s] ul//x]sf] 
5 <

kSs} klg of] sfo{qmdn] lxpFlrt'jf h:tf] dxTjk"0f{ k|hfltsf]  
;+/If0fdf 7"nf] e"ldsf v]n]sf] 5 . o; tYosf] cf}lrTo ;g\ 
@)!# b]lv sGrghª\3f ;+/If0f If]qdf ul/+b} cfO/x]sf] e"–pku|x  
6«fG;ld6/ sn/ ;aGwL cg';Gwfgn] klg k|dfl0ft u/]sf] 5 . sn/ 

e"kl/lw:t/Lo sfo{qmd  
lxp“lrt'jf h:tf cToGt} b'n{e k|hfltsf] ;+/If0fsf nflu dxTjk"0f{ 5 

8f= dx]Zj/ 9sfn jg tyf e"–;+/If0f 

dGqfnodf ;x–;lrj x'g'x'G5 . 8f= 9sfn  

/fli6«o lgs'~h tyf jGohGt' ;+/If0f ljefudf 

^ jif{ ;lxt jGohGt' ;+/If0f If]qdf ljut 

@% aif{ b]lv sfo{/t x'g'x'G5 . 8f= 9sfnn]  

km/]i6 Osf]gf]ldS; / Osf]nf]hL ljifodf 

hfkfgsf] r's'jf ljZj ljBfnoaf6 ljBfjfl/lw 

k|fKt ug{'ePsf] 5 . lxp“lrt'jf klqsfsf] nflu  

clgn clwsf/Ln] lxp“lrt'jf ;+/If0f / vf;ul/ 

gof“ e"–kl/lw:t/Lo sfo{qmd ;DaGwdf  

/fli6«o lgs'~h tyf jGohGt' ;+/If0f ljefusf  

of]hgf tyf sfo{s|d af/] 8f= 9sfnn;“u  

s'/fsfgL ug{'ePsf] 5 . s'/fsfgLsf]  

;f/ ;+If]k M
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ul/Psf] lxpFlrt'jfn] !))) ju{ lsnf]ld6/ eGbf a9L cfjfudg 
u/]sf] 5 / of] tYon] e"–kl/lw:t/Lo sfo{qmdsf] cf}lrTo k'li6 
ul/lbPsf] 5 eg] ToxL lxp+Flrt'jf g]kfn / ef/t b'j} b]zdf 3'dlkm/ 
u/]sf] k|dfl0ft ePsfn] ;Ldf jf/kf/sf] ;xsfo{sf] cfjZostf 
cf}+Nofpg] h}ljs ljljwtfsf nflu ;Ldf /lxt cjwf/0ffsf] klg  
cf}lrTo k'li6 ePsf] 5 . g]kfn ;/sf/n] lxpFlrt'jf ;+/If0f ;aGwL 
ultljlwx¿ kljq lxdfnL e"–kl/lw, lrtjg cGgk"0f{ e"–kl/lwh:tf 
sfo{qmdx¿ sfof{Gjog u/]sf] 5 .

;]So'/ @) afO{ @)@) gf/f ;lxt Unf]an :gf]n]k8{ P08  
Osf]l;i6d k|f]6]Szg k|f]u|fd -hLP;PnO{kL_ cGt{ut lxpFlrt'jf 
tyf lxpFlrt'jf kfOg] b]Zf / ;fem]bf/x¿n] To:t}  ljrf/x¿  
/fVg] ;/f]sf/jfnfx?;Fu ldn]/ lxpFlrt'jfsf] ;+/If0fsf 
nflu slDtdf @) j6f e"–kl/lw :yfgx¿ klxrfg ug{ /  
tf]Sgsf nflu ;xdt ePsf 5g\ . o;df g]kfnsf] cj:yf 
s] 5 <

g]kfn ;/sf/n] o; gf/f cGt{ut # j6f :yfgx¿sf] klxrfg   
u/]sf] 5 . xfdL clxn] k"jL{ g]kfnsf] If]qnfO{  kl/If0f sfo{s|dsf] 
?kdf lnP/ To;sf]  Joj:yfkg of]hgf th'{df ub{}5f}+ . lxpFlrt'jf 
cg'udgdf e"–pk–u|x 6«fG;ld6/ sn/ k|of]un] xfdLnfO{ 
:yfgLo ;d'bfo;Fu sfd ug{ k|fT];flxt ug{'sf ;fy} kxf8L  
If]qsf] h}ljs ljljwtfsf] af/]df pTs[i6 1fg lbPsf] 5 .

of] sfo{sddf s] s:tf laifoj:t'x¿ 5g\ < s] g]kfnn] 
plNnlvt ljifoj:t'x¿df cfwfl/t ultljlwx¿sf] ljsf; 
u/]/ sfof{Gjog ug{ z'? u/]sf] 5 <

of] sfo{qmddf ljleGg laifoj:t'x¿ 5g\, h:t} jf;:yfg 
tyf lzsf/ k|hflt Joj:yfkg, lbuf] lhljsf]kfh{gsf pkfox¿ 
dfkm{t :yfgLo ;d'bfonfO ;/+If0fdf ;ls|o ?kdf ;xefuL  
u/fpg], dfgj / jGohGt' aLrsf] åGå Joj:yfkg ug{], å}w l;df  
;xsfo{, cg';Gwfg cflb .

oL ljifox¿df s]lGb|t eP/ lxpFlrt'jf ;/+If0fsf ljleGg 
kIfx¿nfO{ Wofgdf /fVb} ;g\ @))%–@)!% ;Ddsf] lxpFlrt'jf 
;+/If0f sfo{of]hgf th{'df ul/;s]sf] 5 . cfufld ji{fx¿df 
xfdL lxpFlrt'jf ;/+If0fsf] ;jfnnfO{ hLP;PnO{kLkLsf] cfwf/df  
/xL laZs]s 3f]if0ffkqsf ;f/e"t dfGotfnfO{ cjnDag  
ub{} cfg'j+lzs sfo{ / hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf ;jfnx¿nfO{ ;dfj]; 
ug]{ of]hgfdf 5f} .

g]kfndf x/]s jif{ lxpFlrt'jfsf] jf;:yfg If]qsf ;d'bfox¿df 
lxpFlrt'jf / cGo lzsf/L jGohGt'sf sf/0fn] 7'nf] 
;+Vofdf kz' wgsf] xflg Joxf]g{' k/]sf] 5 . kz'kfng pRr 
kxf8L ;d'bfosf] nflu hLljsf]kfh{gsf] d'Vo ;|f]t xf] . s] 
hLP;PnO{kLn] :yfgLo ;d'bfosf o:tf] xflg gf]S;fgLnfO{ 

;Djf]wg ug{sf nflu Ifltk"lt{ lbg] of]hgfx¿sf] ljsf;df 
ub{}5 < 

xf], g]kfn ;/sf/n] @)!@ / @)!% sf] /fxt lgb]{lzsfdf 
lxpFlrt'jfnfO{ ;d:ofu|:t k|hfltdf ;dfj]; ul/;s]sf] 5 . 
lxpFlrt'jfn] dflg;nfO{ 3fOt] kf/]sf] cj:yfdf Ifltk"lt{ :j?k ?= 
!)),))) -Ps nfv;Dd_, dflg;sf] d[To' ePdf ?= %)),))) 
-kfFrnfv_ / kz'wgsf] Iflt ePdf ?= #),))) -tL; xhf/;Dd_ 
Ifltk"lt{ :j?k  lkl8t kl/jf/nfO{ lbg] Joj:yf u/]sf] 5 . g]kfn 
;/sf/ o;/L lbOg] Ifltk'lt{ /sd j[l4 ug{ klg ;sf/fTds  
/x]sf] 5 eg] cfpFbf lbgx¿df Ifltk'lt{ /sd ljt/0f ug{] k|ls[of 
;/n agfpg / dflg; / jGohGt'  aLrsf] åGå / o:tf åGåaf6 
l;h{gf x'g] b'3{6gfnfO{ z'Go agfpg sfd ub}{ 5 .

ut ;fn cGgk"0f{ ;+/If0f If]qaf6 Ps 3fOt] lxpFlrt'jfsf] p2f/  
ul/Psf] lyof] t/ pkrf/s} qmddf To;sf] d[To' ePsf]  
lyof] . tkfOF Tof] cj:yfnfO{ s;/L d'Nofª\sg ug'{ x'G5 < 
To:tf] 36gf af/Daf/ gbf]xf]l/g xfdLn] s:tf] kf7 l;s]sf] 
h:tf] nfU5<

of] ;To xf] ls jGohGt' p4f/ ug{] / ;d:ofu|:t jGohGt'sf] 
Joj:yfkg ug{] sfo{ xfdLsxfF Psbd g} lkmtnf] 5 / 7fpFd} 
k"j{ tof/Lsf] nueu s'g} ;+oGq 5}g . d]/f] larf/df, xfdL 
jGohGt'sf] åGåsf] ;do / 7fFp tyf jGohGt' ck/fw / 
;d:ofsf]] eljiojf0fL ug{ ;sb}g . jflif{s ?kdf th{'df ul/g] 
nfdj4 of]hgfsf] cfwf/df dfq o:tf ;d:ofsf] ;dfwfg ug{ 
;lsb}g . To;}n] ;d:ofnfO{ tTsfn} ;dfwfg ug{sf nflu 
xfdLnfO{ ;+/If0f If]q / lhNnf jg sfof{no h:tf lgsfox?n] 
k|of]u ug{;Sg] cfkt\sflng sf]ifsf] cfjZostf kb{5 . If]qLo 
jf /fHo ;/sf/sf] :t/df u7g ug{ ;lsg] df]afOn / ¥oflk8  
/];kf]G; l6dn] o:tf ;d:ofx¿nfO{ pko'Qm tj/n] ;Daf]wg ug{ 
;S5g\  .

;g\ @)!% df Pp6f lxpFlrt'jf x'Dnfsf] lndL If]qdf  
/flvPsf] Sofd/f 6«ofkdf k/]sf] lyof] . s] /fli6«o lgs'~h 
tyf jGohGt' ;+/If0f ljefun] ToxfF s'g} cg';Gwfg cyjf 
Sofd/f 6«¥ofk sfo{s|d ug{ uO/x]sf] 5 < 

Sofd/f 6«¥ofk  k|ljlw jGohGt'sf] cg'udg ug{] Pp6f pQd  
tl/sf xf] . lxpFlrt'jfsf] jf;:yfg If]q sl7g / b'u{d pRr lxdfnL 
If]q xf] hxfF ;a} :yfgdf Sofd/f /fVg ;ls+b}g . xfdL ljif]z  
If]qx¿df Sofd/f /fVb} cfpg] jif{d} glthf lng] of]hgf lgdf{0f  
ub}{5f} . xfdL ;+/If0fsf ;a} ;fem]bf/ tyf cg';Gwfg ;+:yfx¿nfO{ 
;/sf/L lgsfo;Fu ldn]/ sfd ug{sf nflu k|f]T;fxg ub{5f}+ 
tfls cfufdL jif{x¿df cg';Gwfgsf] kl/0ffdnfO{ gLlt tyf  
of]hgfs} cª\usf] ?kdf lng ;lsof];\ . 

o; cGtjf{tf{ lng] qmddf 8f= dx]Zj/ 9sfn /fli6«o lgs'~h tyf 

jGohGt' ;+/If0f ljefusf pk–dxflgb]{zs x'g'x'GYof] . 
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tracking Lapchhemba  
IN THE MySTIqUE OF Kangchenjunga
I was 29 years old when I accompanied the expedition 
team to successfully collar Nepal’s second snow 
leopard with GPS technology in May 2015. One year 
later, I headed once again to yangma in Kangchenjunga 
with the hope of collaring a third snow leopard, this 
time as a leader of the expedition team.

My expedition began on 14 April 2016, when I left 
Kathmandu with a bag full of supplies and a heart filled 
with hope. My team comprised of experienced wildlife 
technicians Purushotam Pandey from the Government 
of Nepal and Phiru Lal Tharu from National Trust for 
Nature Conservation further supported by a passionate 
field team from the Kangchenjunga Conservation Area 
Management Council and citizen scientists of yangma 
village.

After 45 minutes of flight time, a four-hour drive to 
Taplejung and two days of rest, we set out for yangma, 
which is a five-day trek from Taplejung. The trek took us 
through undulating hills, picturesque valleys and steep 
river gorges, and a landscape that changed from dense 

forests of alder, oak and juniper to rugged and barren 
alpine terrains.

After five days trekking, on 21 April, we finally reached 
the valley of yangma, our base for the collaring mission. 
yangma is one of the most remote villages in the alpine 
regions of Kangchenjunga Conservation Area (KCA) at 
an altitude of 4,200m with as few as 11 households, the 
majority of whom relies on yak-herding as a means of 
livelihood. The previous collaring missions were based 
in Ghunsa and yangma, both in KCA, where two adult 
male snow leopards were successfully collared. This 
time, we were hoping to collar a female.
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After a good rest on our first night in yangma, we met 
with the local citizen scientists the following day to 
reflect on our past experience and share ideas and 
suggestions for the new task at hand. Collectively we 
agreed to begin our mission on 24 April starting with a 
small religious ceremony as per the local belief to grant 
us luck and safety. Between 24 and 26 April, we set up 
a control station in an abandoned house rented for 
the mission and strategically laid out 20 traps (Aldrich’s 
foothold snare trap) along the main trails and primary 
activity sites of snow leopards. The trap is attached 
with a radio transmitter which signals our main 
communication tower if the trap has been triggered. 
Once the traps were laid out, all we could do was wait 
and watch…for how long, no one could tell.

After three tiring days of walking up and down on the 
mountain slopes to lay the traps, my team finally got the 
day to rest. It was the 27th day of April. As with other 
days, our wildlife veterinarian went about his regular 
business of checking whether any of the traps had been 
triggered. No sooner had he left camp, than he came 
rushing back with excitement. One of the traps had 
been triggered which meant that an animal had been 
caught. Could it be a snow leopard? Well, we would 
have to find out for ourselves.

It was about 3:30 Pm in the evening and two of the 
team members went to the trap site to check it. We 
were not really hopeful, to be honest, firstly there was 
no way we thought we would catch a snow leopard so 
quick and, secondly, we had been through numerous 
situations in earlier expeditions where domestic yaks, 
blue sheep and even Tibetan mastiffs had triggered the 
traps instead of snow leopards. However, we got our 
immobilizing and collaring tools ready just in case.

And then, just like that, my radio received a message. 
“We have caught a snow leopard!” a voice bursting 
with excitement came from the other end.

The moments that followed after that was nothing 
short of an adrenaline rush and like clockwork, 
everyone had their tasks in order and ready to leave in 
a jiffy. The capture site was just about two kilometers 
away from the village, but it took us half an hour to get 
there because of the alpine terrain.

Upon reaching the site, we were greeted by the majesty 
of the elusive cat nearly camouflaged in the surrounding 
rugged terrain except for the juniper bush that gave it 
away behind which it sat nervous and anxious. With no 
time to lose, the tranquilizer was prepared and loaded 

on to the dart. The dart found its target in a single shot 
and the snow leopard was immobilized at 6:15pm.

Minutes later, more good news followed. The snow 
leopard was a female!

While our happiness knew no bounds, we still had the 
bigger task at hand of collaring the snow leopard. She 
could not, however, be collared in the same site as her 
capture since it was on the edge of a steep cliff, so we 
carried her down on a stretcher to the safer base of 
the cliff.

It already got dark by the time we reached the base. 
It was also getting colder. Battling both the elements, 
we went about fixing the satellite-GPS collar on the 
snow leopard while also collecting vital DNA samples 
and taking her measurements. She weighed 30 kg and 
including tail she was 173 cm in length.

We were able to wrap up the whole operation in 
about 25 minutes after which we injected her with an 
antidote. With a movement here and there, she slowly 
shook off the sedative and then, slid into the darkness 
and the safety of the wild. It was 8:40pm when we 
saw her last. By a collective agreement with the local 
people, we named her Lapchhemba after a local deity 
whose pet is a snow leopard. Lapchhemba became 
Nepal’s first female snow leopard fitted with a  GPS 
transmitter collar.

But our work was still far from over. We had to wait 
for the GPS signals to be received from Lapchhemba’s 
collar. A day passed and then another until it was four 
days of waiting without a signal. Each passing day made 
us more anxious trying to figure what could have 
possibly gone wrong. And then, on the fifth day since 
the collaring, we received the signal. Our mission had 
been accomplished.

Now back at my desk, my only connection with 
Lapchhemba is the GPS locations I receive from her 
collar. Every bit of information we receive from her 
will be something new for Nepal as we compare her 
movement patterns and behavior with that of her male 
counterpart. Her latest movements were tracked in 
China which reinforces our mission to build stronger 
transboundary linkages with our neighbors.

While I left Lapchhemba in the lap of Kangchenjunga, 
the mountains still beckon me. And I know I will be 
back, with a new mission and another snow leopard 
to collar. Until then, I will find quiet comfort in the 
memories of this expedition and a deeper connection 
with the god’s pet.
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– ;d'Gb| P= ;'Aaf

;g\ @)!% sf] d] dlxgfdf g]kfndf bf];|f] k6s lxpFlrt'jfnfO{ 

;kmntfk"j{s lhlkP; sn/ nufpg vl6Psf] cleofg  

6f]nL;Fu} hfFbf d hDdf @( jif{sf] lyPF . Ps jif{kl5, t];|f] k6s 

lxpFlrt'jfnfO sn/ nufpg] cfzf ;lxt d km]/L s~rghª\3fsf] 

ofËdf ufpFtk{m nfu]+, o; k6s 6f]nL g]tfsf] ?kdf .

d]/f] cleofg ;g\ @)!^ sf] clk|n !$ df z'? ePsf] 

lyof], ha d}n] emf]nfel/ cfjZos ;fdfg / dgel/ cfzf  

af]s]/ sf7df08f} 5f8]sf] lyPF . d]/f] 6f]nLdf g]kfn  

;/sf/sf cg'ejL jGohGt' k|fljlws k'?iff]Qd kf08], /fli6«o 

k|s[lt ;+/If0f sf]ifsf lkm?nfn yf? tyf s~rghª\3f ;+/If0f  

If]q Joj:yfkg kl/ifb / ofËdfsf l;l6gh ;fOlG6i6x¿sf] 

pT;fxL 6f]nLsf] ;xof]u klg lyof] .

k}+tfln; ldg]6sf] p8fg kl5 / tfKn]h'ª;Ddsf] rf/ 306fsf] 

;jf/L ofqf / b'O{ lbgsf] cf/fd kl5 xfdL tfKn]h'ªaf6 kfFrlbgsf] 

kbofqfdf k'lug] ofËdflt/ nfUof}+ . kbofqfn] xfdLnfO{ nxl/Psf 

kxf8x¿, ;'Gb/ pkTosf, gbLsf ulx/f uN5L / 3gf hª\un / 

To;kl5 cN8/, afFh / w'lksf ?vx¿ ePsf] e"–efu x'+b} gfËf] / 

?vf] pRr kxf8L e]udf k'¥ofof] .

kfFr lbgsf] kbofqf kl5 @! clk|ndf xfd|f] snl/Ë ld;gsf] 

cfwf/ :yfg ofËdf pkTosf k'Uof}+ . Tof] $@)) ld6/sf] prfO{df 

kg{] ofËdf s~rghª\3f ;+/If0f If]qsf] pRr kxf8L e]udf /x]sf] 

cToGt b'u{d ufFpx¿dWo] Ps xf] hxfF !! 3/w'/L dfq 5 / ToxfFsf 

dflg;x¿dWo] clwsf+zt hLljsf]kfh{gsf nflu rf}F/L kfNg]  

ub{5g\ . o;eGbf cl3sf snl/Ë ld;gx¿ s~rghª\3f  

;+/If0f If]qs} 3'G;f / ofËdfdf  b'Oj6f kfsf efn] lx+plrt'jfx¿ 

dfly ;kmntfk"j{s ul/Psf] lyof] . o;k6s eg] xfdLn] kf]yL 

lx+plrt'jfnfO{ sn/ nufpg] cfzf u/]sf lyof}+ .

klxnf] /ft ofËdfdf /fd|f];Fu cf/fd u/]kl5 xfdLn] csf{]lbg xfd|f 

k'/fgf cg'ejx¿ ;Demg / gofF sfdsf nflu ljrf/x¿ tyf  

/fo ;'emfjsf nflu :yfgLo l;l6hg ;fOlG6i6x¿nfO{ e]6\of}+ . 

xfd|f] ldzgsf] ;kmntf  / ;'/Iffsf nflu xfdLn] :yfgLo ljZjf; 

cg';f/ Pp6f ;fgf] wfld{s ;df/f]x u/L  clk|n @$ df  ldzg z'? 

s~rghª\3fsf] /x:odotfdf
nfK5]DafnfO{ k5\ofp“bf
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ug{ xfdL ;xdt eof}+ . clk|n @$ / @^ sf] aLrdf xfdLn] ldzgsf 

nflu Pp6f 3/ ef8fdf lnP/ lgoGq0f sIf agfof}+ / lxp+lrt'jf  

lx+8\g] d'Vo af6f]df / o;sf d'Vo ultljlwx¿x'g] :yfgx?df 

@) j6f kf;f]x¿ -cnl8«rsf] km'6xf]N8 :g]o/ 6«ofk_ yfKof}+ . oL  

kf;f]x¿nfO{ lxpFlrt'jfn] rnfPsf] v08fdf /]l8of] 6«fG;ld6/sf] 

;+s]t xfd|f] d'Vo ;+rf/ 6fj/df cfpg] u/L ldnfOPsf] lyof] . Ps 

k6s kf;f] yfk]kl5 kl5 xfdLn] s]jn kv{g / x]g{ dfq ;SYof}+ t/ 

slt ;do ;Dd eGg] s;}nfO{ yfxf lyPg .

kf;f] yfKg kxf8sf] le/fnf]df tn dfly u/]sf ysfgo'Qm tLg lbg 

kZrft\ d]/f] 6f]nLn] clk|n @& ut] cf/fd ug{] Ps lbg kfof] . 

c? lbg h:t} xfd|f] 6f]nLsf jGohGt' lrlsT;s xfdLn] yfk]sf] 

kf;f]nfO{ s'g} hgfj/n] rnfof] sL eg]/ x]g{] cfˆgf] lgoldt sfddf 

nfu] . SofDk 5f8]sf] Ps}l5gdf pgL pT;flxt  x'F+b} kmls{P . xfdLn] 

yfk]sf] dWo] Pp6f kf;f]df s]xL ultljlw ePsf] /x]5 h;sf] dtna 

s'g} hgfj/ kf;f]df k/]sf] lyof] . s] pQm hgfj/ lxpFlrt'jf t  

lyPg Û xfdL cfFkm}n] kQf nufpg' kg{] eof] .

lbp;f]sf] sl/a ;f9] tLg ah]sf] lyof], xfd|f] 6f]nLsf b'Ohgf 

;fyLx¿ kf;f] yfk]sf] :yfgdf x]g{ uP . ;fFRr} eGg'kbf{ xfdL 

Tolt cfzfafbL t lyPgf}+ lsgeg] Ps t xfdL dWo] s;}n] klg  

lxpFlrt'jf Tolt rfF8f} kf;f]df k5{ eg]/ ;f]r]sf lyPgf}+, bf];|f] xfdL 

To:t} lsl;dsf w]/} kl/l:yltx¿df klxn] klg cg'ej ul/;s]sf 

lyof}+ hxfF lxpFlrt'jfsf] ;§f 3/kfn'jf rf}+/L, gfp/ /  ef]6] s's'/x¿  

kf;f]df k/]sf lyP . tyflk xfdL hgfj/nfO{ a]xf]z kfg{] / sn/ 

nufpg] pks/0fx¿ lnP/ tof/ eof}+ .

/ tTsfn}, crDd, d]/f] /]l8of]df ;+b]z cfof] …xfdLn] lxpFlrt'jf  

kf;f]df kf¥of}+ ÛÚ ;Gb]z afxssf] cfjfh lgs}  pT;flxt  lyof]  .

Tokl5sf] If0fdf xfdL c;fWo} pQ]lht eof}+ / cf–cfˆgf] ;fdfg 

lnP/ xQfl/+b} lx+8g tof/ eof}+ . lxpFlrt'jf kf;f]df k/]sf] :yfg 

ufFpaf6  sl/a b'O{ lsnf]ld6/sf] b'/Ldf lyof], t/ pRr kxf8L e]u 

ePsfn] xfdLnfO{ ToxfF k'Ug cfwf 306f nfUof] .

lxpFlrt'jf ;dfltPsf] :yfgdf k'u]kl5 r]K6] w'kLsf] emf8L afx]s  

s]xL gePsf] ?vf] e"–efusf] cfj/0fdf cflQPsf] t/ ;lhn}  

b]Vg gl;sg] zfgbf/ la/fnf] kf;f]df k/]sf] c;fwf/0f b[Zon] 

xfdLnfO{ :jfut u¥of] . slt klg ;do v]/ gkmfnL a]xf]z kfg{]  

cf}ifwLnfO{ 8f6{df /fv]/ tof/ u¥of}+ . xfdLn] xfg]sf] 8f6{ lxpFlrt'jfnfO{ 

Ps}k6sdf nfUof] / ;fFemsf] ^ ah]/ !% ldg]6 hfFbf lxpFlrt'jf  

a]xf]z eof] .

s]xL ldg]6 kl5 cem /fd|f] va/ cfof], lxpFlrt'jf t kf]yL  

/x]5 .  xfd|f] v'zLsf] s'g} ;Ldf g} lyPg, oBkL lxpFlrt'jfnfO{ /]l8of] 

sn/ nufpg] 7"nf] sfd cem} afFsL lyof] . t/ ;dfltPs} 7fFpdf 

lxpFlrt'jfnfO{ /]l8of] sn/ nufpg ;lsg] cj:yf lyPg lsgsL 

;dft]sf] 7fFp 7f8f] eL/sf] 5]pdf lyof], To;}n] xfdLn] p;nfO{  

:6«]r/df /fv]/ eL/b]lv tn ;'/lIft :yfgdf nUof}+ .

tn k'u'Gh]n cFWof/f] eO;s]sf] lyof] . lr;f] klg x'g  

yfn]sf] lyof] . cFWof/f] / lr;f];Fu h'Wb} xfdL lxpFlrt'jfnfO{ 

hLkLP; hl8t e"–pku|x 6«fG;ld6/ sn/ nufpg / p;sf] l8PgP 

gd"gf ;+sng / z/L/sf] gfk lnglt/ nfUof}+ . lxpFlrt'jfsf] 

tf}n #) lsnf]u|fd lyof] eg] nDafO{ k'R5/ ;lxt !&#  

;]lG6ld6/ .

lxpFlrt'jfnfO{ sn/ nufpg] / cGo sfd ug{ xfdLnfO{  

s/Lj @% ldg6 hlt nfUof] . To; kl5 xfdLn] p;nfO{ xf]zdf Nofpg 

PlG68f]6sf] ;'O{ nufOlbof}+ . lxpFlrt'jf clncln rndn ug{ yfNof] 

zfob  cf}iflwsf] k|efj la:tf/} sd x'Fb} uO/x]sf] lyof] . s]xLa]/kl5 

lxpFlrt'jf hª\unsf] c+Wof/f] / ;'/lIft :yfg tkm{ nfUof] . xfdLn] 

p;nfO{ clGtd k6s b]Vbf /ftsf] *=$) ah]sf] lyof] . lxpFlrt'jfsf] 

gfd /fVg] ljifodf xfdLn] :yfgLox¿;Fu 5nkmn u¥of}+ . 

xfdLn] lxpFlrt'jnfO{ :yfgLox¿sf b]jtf …nfK5]DafÚ s} gfdaf6 

gfdfs/0f ug{ ;xdlt h'6fof}+ . hgljZjf; cg';f/ lxpFlrt'jfnfO{  

nfK5]Dafn] 3/kfn'jf hgfj/sf] ?kdf /fVg] ub{5 . To;kl5  

nfK5]Daf g]kfns} lhlkP; /]l8of] sn/ nufOPsf] klxnf] kf]yL  

lxpFlrt'jf aGof] .

t/ xfd|f] sfd cem} ;lsPsf] lyPg . xfdLn] nfK5]Dafsf] hLkLP; 

sn/af6 ;+s]t k|fKt ug{sf nflu kv{g'kg{] lyof] . Ps lbg 

;lsof], clg csf{] lbg klg t/ rf/ lbg laTbfklg s'g} ;+s]t  

cfPg . x/]s lbg xfdLnfO{ xfdLn] u/]sf] sfddf s]xL v/faL eof] 

ls eg]/ lrlGtt agfpFbYof] . / To;kl5, hLkLP; sn/ nufPsf] 

kfFrf} lbgdf xfdLn] ;+s]t kfof}+, xfd|f] ldzgsf] p2]Zo k"/f ePsf] 

eof] .

d d]/f] sfof{nodf cfO;s]kl5 nfK5]Daf;Fusf] ;DaGw  

eg]sf] d}n] p;sf] e"–pku|x 6«fG;ld6/ sn/af6 k|fKt ug{]  

hLkLP; ;+s]tx¿ dfq xf] . xfdLn] p;sf] ultljlwx¿ / afgL  

Joxf]/fnfO{ p;sf] efn] ;fyL;Fu t'ngf ug{ ;lsg] ePsfn]  

nfK5]Dafaf6 k|fKt x'g] x/]s ;"rgf g]kfnsf nflu gofF x'g]5g\ . 

p;sf kl5Nnf ultljlwx?nfO{ xfdLn] lgofNbf pm rLgdf /x]sf]  

yfxf ePsfn] xfd|f] o; sfo{n] jGohGt' ;+/If0sf] ;Gb{edf xfd|f  

l5d]sL d'n'sx?;Fusf] ;Ldf jf/kf/sf] ;aGwnfO{ dha't agfpg] 

ldzgnfO{ klg ;3fpm k'¥ofpFb5 . 

d}n] nfK5]DafnfO{ s~rghª\3fsf] sfvdf 5f8]klg ToxfFsf] lxdfnn] 

dnfO{ cem}klg 8fls/x]sf] 5 . / dnfO{ yfxf 5 d km]l/ kms{G5', 

km]l/ csf{] lxpFlrt'jfnfO{ sn/ nufpg] gofF ldzg lnP/ . To; 

;do;Ddsf nflu d}n] o; cleofgnfO{ ;Dem]/ /, eujfgsf] 

kfNt' hGt' cyf{t lxpFlrt'jfnfO{ ;De]m/ cfgGb lnG5' .
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himalayan Vulture
The Natural Scavenger of the Himalaya

Himalayan vulture is the largest and heaviest bird 
found in the Himalaya. The species is indigenous to 
the uplands of central Asia, ranging from Kazakhstan 
and Afghanistan in the west to western China and 
Mongolia in the east. These birds generally migrate only 
altitudinally within their central Asian range. Breeding 
typically occurs at elevations between 600 and 4,500 m. 
Foraging has been observed to occur at elevations as 
high as 6,000 m in higher Himalayas and Tibetan plateau 
and low as 75m in lowland plains of Nepal. Juveniles, the 
non-breeding migrants tend to spend the winter in the 
lowland plains near the southern edge of their range.

Unlike, other lowland Vultures that make their nests on 
trees, Himalayan Vultures make their nests on ledges or 
in small caves of the rocky cliffs.

They are able to spot a one-meter carcass from four 
miles away on the open plains through their keen 

eyesight. When an individual sees a carcass it begins to 
circle above it in the open sky. This draws the attention 
of other vultures to locate the site of meal and then join 
in for group foraging. This phenomenon is called 'Allee 
Effect'. Unlike many raptors, vultures are relatively 
social and often feed, fly or roost in large flocks. A 
flock of 100 vultures can strip a 50 kilograms carcass 
in three to five minutes. Resembling other vulture 
species, Himalayan vultures do not kill their own meals 
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and exclusively feed on carrion. Exceptionally,  they 
may feed on animals feeble from injury, or defenseless 
youngsters. Their stomach contains strong acid to 
digest all type of rotting and possibly infected meat 
without getting sick.

In the higher Himalaya and on the Tibetan plateau the 
majority of the Himalayan vulture's diet is  carrion of 
domestic yak (Bos grunniens). Approximately 64% of 
their diet is obtained from dead domestic yak due to 
its large biomass. Besides, they feed on carcasses of 
domestic livestock including cow, ox, sheep and goats 
in the lower Himalayan regions. They get their food 
from the left-over scraps of buffalo, sheep, goat etc 
thrown aside into the rivers by butchers. The Tibetan 
ass, Tibetan antelope, blue sheep, goral and other wild 
ungulates which die due to falling down from a cliff or 
naturally also become  food for the Himalayan vultures. 
Additionally, these birds also feed on left-over remains 
from  other predators like snow leopard, Tibetan fox, 
Tibetan wolf etc.

Somewhere, the raptor picking up the living young 
Himali sheep can be seen or heard, which is not by 
the vulture but might be by the golden eagle. Most of 
the villagers are in misunderstanding that the vulture 
picked up their sheep and goats; therefore they use to 
hit these birds by bamboo sticks, throw stones at them 
or poison the carcasses. Huge numbers of Himalayan 
vultures, other predators die after feeding on the 
poisoned carcasses.

Himalayan vultures  play an important role in 
maintaining and keeping alive the centuries old sky 
burial traditions of upper Mustang and the Tibetan 
plateau. Still in the upper Mustang and Tibetan plateau,  
dead human bodies are chopped into pieces and fed to 
the vultures as per the Tibetan sky burial ritual. Local 

Buddhist people believe that the vultures carry the soul 
of a dead person to heaven.

In the Himalaya, the natural scavenger- Himalayan 
vulture and the apex predator snow leopard both 
are the top carnivores. Snow leopard hunts upon 
the domestic and wild herbivores of the Himalaya, 
whereas, Himalayan vulture feeds on the dead and 
decayed carrions of the animals making the Himalaya 
clean ill-smell-less  and healthy. Sometime, the flock of 
Himalayan vultures makes circling in the open sky, above 
the hunting and feeding sites of snow leopard and feeds 
on the dead carcass that the Snow leopard has hunted 
and ate before; making the mutual habitat clean, hence, 
serves as local scavenger of the Himalaya. In this sense, 
Himalaya, Himalayan vulture and Snow leopard have a 
symbiotic relationship. Their symbiosis relation is the 
mutualism. Even though both are the top carnivores 
of the Himalaya, there is no conflict and competition 
between them for the food and the habitat. But the 
large numbers of Himalayan Vultures die after feeding 
on the carcasses poisoned to kill the snow leopard. 

Intensive study concerning consequences of climate 
change on the habitat of Himalayan vulture is on the 
way. To adapt themselves to  the changing climate, these 
vultures reside on the low land plains during extreme 
winter and on the higher Himalayas during extreme 
summer comparatively for the longer duration.

For the long-term conservation of the Himalayan 
vultures, rigorous research on their habitat preference, 
suitability and prediction modeling is vital. The modern 
technologies, satellite telemetry and use of conservation 
drones should be applied in the geographically remote 
regions for in depth study. Regular monitoring of the 
banned veterinary drug 'diclofenac' is essential, which 
has been identified as toxic to vultures and other 
raptors. Their entire home range should be made 
diclofenac free, vulture Safe Zones by the concern 
authorities. Community awareness along with an 
alternatively safe veterinary drug is essential. The 
extension of vulture restaurants and safe feeding 
sites are as crucial in the Himalaya as in Tarai region. 
Educational outreach highlighting the importance of 
vulture and potential conservation measures should 
be launched in each corner of the Himalaya. Local 
people should be encouraged to stop burying livestock 
carcasses and keep them on the open ground far from 
the human settlement to provide food for the vultures.

At last, the local people and students can support vulture 
conservation at least by providing the information 
on nesting sites of the vultures that they have seen 
around them, to the concern conservationists or the 
conservation organizations for the further study of 
that habitat.Ph
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lxdfnL lu4 lxdfnL e]udf kfOg] r/fx¿ dWo] 7"nf] / ux|f} r/f xf] . 

dWo–Pl;ofsf] pRr efu, klZrddf sfhlu:tfg / ckmuflg:tfg 

b]lv k"j{df klZrdL–rLg / dªuf]lnof ;Ddsf e]ux¿df logLx¿ 

cfjf;Lo x'g\ . logLx¿ dWo–Pl;of leq} prfOut a;fO  

;/fO{ ug]{ ub{5g\ . clwsf+z ^))—$%)) ld6/ ;Ddsf] pFmrfO{df 

k|hgg ug{] logLx¿ vfgfsf] vf]hLdf dflyNnf] lxdfnL tyf  

ltAatL e]udf ̂ ))) ld6/;Dd / tNnf] t/fO{ e]udf &% ld6/ ;Dd 

k'Ug] u/]sf] kfOPsf] 5 . lxpFbdf cw{–jo:sx¿ -k|hgg\  

gug]{_ tNnf] t/fO{ If]qx¿df /xG5g\ .

tNnf] e]ult/ kfpg] c? lu4x¿n] ?vdf u'F8 nufpF5g\ 

eg] lxdfnL lu4x¿n] cUnf–cUnf s8f r§fgL kxf8sf]  

vf]kfdf u'F8 nufpF5g\ .

logLx¿n] v'Nnf :yfgsf] Ps ld6/ nfdf] l;gf]nfO{ rf/ dfOn 

6f9}af6 x]/]/ kQf nufpg ;S5g\ . 6f9}af6 s'g} Pp6fn] l;gf]  

b]lvxfn] eg] s]xL ;do;Dd v'Nnf cfsf;df l;gf]sf] dfly 

3'ld/xG5g\, h;n] ubf{ c? ;fyLx¿n] klg vfgfsf] :yfg yfxf 

kfpF5g\ / vfg cfOk'Ub5g\ . o:tf] k|s[ofnfO{ …PNnL Ok]mS6Ú  

elgG5 . of] r/f ;d'bfodf a:g, vfg tyf p8\g ?rfpF5 . lolgx¿sf] 

!)) 6fsf] Pp6f ayfgn] %) lsnf] ;Ddsf] l;gf]nfO{ tLg b]lv  

kfFr ldg]6d} ;vfk kfg{ ;S5g\ . c? lu4n] h:t} logLx¿n] klg  

cfˆgf] cfxf/fsf nflu lzsf/ u/L vfg] ub{}gg\ / d/]sf 

hgfj/x¿sf] l;gf]nfO{ dfq cfˆgf] cfxf/f agfpFb5g\ . t/ 

logLx¿n] 3fOt] tyf lgs} sdhf]/ d/0ff;Gg hgfj/nfO{ klg  

slxn]sfFxL cfˆgf] cfx/f agfpg] ub{5g\ . logLx¿sf] k]6df lgs} 

s8f cDn x'g] ePsf]n] h:tf];'s} k'\/fgf], ;8] un]sf], /f]usf 

ls6f0f' ;lxtsf] l;gf] vfFbf klg logLx¿n] ;lhn} krfpg ;Sb5g\ 

/ ladf/ klg kb}{gg\ .

pRr lxdfnL  tyf ltAatL k7f/lt/ lxdfnL lu4x¿sf] d'Vo cfxf/f 

3/kfn'jf rf}F/Lsf l;gf]x¿g} x'g\ . em08} ^$ k|ltzt cfxf/f d/]sf 

7"nf 3/kfn'jf rf}F/Laf6} k|fKt x'G5 . tNnf] lxdfnL e]ult/ logLx¿n] 

d/]sf 3/kfn'jf ufOj:t', uf]? Pj+ e]8f afv|fsf l;gf] klg vfg] 

ub{5g\ . df;'sf] k;nx¿af6 vf]nfsf] lsgf/df kmfn]sf v;L– 

af]sf tyf /fFuf–e}+;Lsf sfd gnfUg] efux¿af6 klg cfxf/f k|fKt 

ub{5g\ . ;fy} eL/ kfvfx¿af6 lrKn]/ n8]/ d/]sf jf k|fs[lts 

sf/0fn] d/]sf lsofª, lr?, gfp/, 3f]/n, tyf cGo hª\unL v'/

wf/L hLjx¿klg vfg] ub{5g\ . c? k/eIfL hGt'x¿ h:t} lxpFlrt'jf,  

ˆofp/f], AjfF;f]x¿n] vfP/ afFsL ar]sf e]8f–afv|fsf l;gf] klg 

logn] vfg] ub{5g\ .

st}st} lzsf/L r/fn] lxdfnL e]8fx¿ klg  p7fP/ nu]sf] b]lvG5, 

jf ;'lgG5 t/,| t/ Tof] lu4 geP/ ;'k0f{ dxfrLn h:tf] c?  

lzsf/L r/f x'g ;Sb5 . k|foM h;f] ufpFn]x?n] lu4n] cfˆgf] e]8f 

afv|f nUof] eGg] e|ddf kb{5g\ / obfsbf ufpFn]x¿n] lognfO{ 

n7\7L jf 9'ª\uf xfGg], d/]sf ufOa:t'df ljif xfNg] klg u/]sf] 

kfOG5 . ljif xfn]sf l;gf] vfP/ y'k}| lxdfnL lu4x¿, / c?  

k/eIfL hgfj/x¿ db{5g\  .

pkNnff] d':tfª tyf ltAatL e]ult/ ztfAbLof} k'/fgf] k/Dk/f lhljt 

/x]sf] kfOG5 hxfF dflg;sf] nfznfO{ sf6]/ lu4nfO{ v'jfOG5 

/ of] k/Dk/fnfO{ lhjGt /fVg lxdfnL lu4n] dxTjk'0f{ e"ldsf 

lgj{fx ub{} cfO/x]sf] 5 . ltAatL] k/Dk/f cg';f/ clxn] klg 

ltAat / pkNnf] d':tfªlt/ s'g} dflg;sf] d[To' ePdf nfdfx?n] 

;fOt h'/fP/ nfznfO{ 6'qmf 6'qmf kf/L lu4x?nfO{ v'jfpg]  

ub{5g\ . o;/L lu4n] d[tssf] cfTdfnfO{ :ju{df k'¥ofpF5  

eGg] wf/0f /xL cfPsf] 5 .

lxdfnL lu4,  lxdfnL kof{j/0fsf] s"rLsf/
– lbSkfns[i0f sdf{rfo{
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lxdfnL kof{j/0fdf, k|s[ltsf s"rLsf/ – lxdfnL lu4 /  

lxdfnosf] zLif{ k/eIfL hGt' lxpF lrt'jf b'j} dflyNnf] txsf]  

df+;xf/L hGt'x¿ x'g\ . lxpFlrt'jfn] lxdfnL kof{j/0fsf 3/kfn'jf 

tyf hª\unL ;fsfxf/L hLjx¿sf] l;sf/ ub{5 eg] lxdfnL lu4n] 

lxdfnL kof{j/0fdf d/]sf hLjx¿sf] l;gf] vfO{ lxdfnL kof{j/0fnfO{ 

;kmf, b'u{Gw /lxt / :j:y /fVg ;xof]u k'¥ofpFb5 . slxn]sfxL lxpF 

lrt'jfn] l;sf/ u/L vfO/x]sf] :yfgsf] dfly v'Nnf cfsf;df lxdfnL 

lu4x¿sf ayfg} 3'ld/xg] ub{5g\ / lxpFlrt'jfn] vfO{ ar]sf l;gf]sf]  

z]if efux¿nfO{ klg lxdfnL lu4n] cfˆgf] cfxf/f agfO{ Ps–

cfk;sf] jf;:yfgnfO{ ;kmf /fvL lxdfnL kof{j/0fdf :yfgLo 

s'lrsf/sf] e"ldsf v]Nb5g\ . o; cy{df lxdfnL kof{j/0f, 

lxdfnL lu4 / lxpF lrt'jfsf] cfk;L ;DaGwnfO{ ;xhLj cyjf  

kf/:kl/s cf>osf] l;4fGtsf ?kdf lng ;lsG5 . b'j} lxdfnL 

kof{j/0fdf a:g] dflyNnf] txsf df+;xf/L hLj ePtfklg logLx¿ 

aLr cfk;df jf;:yfg tyf cfxf/fsf nflu åGå jf k|lt:kwf{ eg] 

x'Fb}g . a? lxpFlrt'jfx¿nfO{ dfg]{ x]t'n] dflg;n] l;gf]df ljifflbsf] 

k|of]u ul/lbgfn] Ps}rf]6L 7"nf] ;+Vofdf lxdfnL lu4x¿ klg  

dg]{ u/]sf] kfOPsf] 5 . 

hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf sf/0f lxdfnL lu4sf] jf;:yfgdf k/]sf] c;/af/] 

uxg cWoog eO/x]sf] 5 . t}klg hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf sf/0f udL{df 

cToflws udL{ / hf8f]df cToflws hf8f] x'g] u/]sfn] lxdfnL lu4x¿ 

To;;Fu cfkm"nfO{ cg's"n kfg{ hf8f] df clws ;do tNnf] e]ult/ / 

udL{df clws ;do dflyNnf] e]udf a:g] ub{5g\ . 

lxdfnL lu4x¿sf] lbuf] ;+/If0fsf nflu logn] dgk/fPsf] plrt 

jf;:yfgsf] uxg cWoog x'g h?/L 5 . ljs6 If]qx¿df cWoog 

cg';Gwfgsf nflu lxhf]cfh rngrNtLdf /x]sf cTofw'lgs  

:of6\nfO6 6]lnd]6«L tyf 8«f]g k|ljlwx¿ k|of]udf NofOg' kb{5 . lu4 

tyf c? l;sf/L r/fx¿nfO{ xfgL k'¥ofpg] kz'sf] lrlsT;fdf k|of]u x'g] 

k|ltalGwt cf}ifwL 8fOSnf]lkmg]ssf] lgoldt cg'udg x'g' h?/L 5 . 

logLx¿ cfjt hfjt ug{] ;Dk"0f{ If]qnfO{ ;DalGwt lgsfox¿af6 ljiffbL 

/lxt, lu4 ;'/lIft If]q agfpg h?/L 5 . ;fy}, pQm cf}ifwLsf] ljsNk 

;lxt ;d'bfodf r]tgfd"ns sfo{s|dx¿ ;+rfng ug{' cTofjZos  

5 . t/fOdf h:t} lxdfnL e]udf klg h6fo' -lu4_ /];\6'/]G6 tyf  

;'/lIft cfxf/f :ynx¿sf] la:tf/ / k|j4{g ug{ h?/L  5 . lu4sf] 

dxTj / ;+/If0fsf pkfo ;lxt ufpF–ufpFdf z}lIfs sfo{s|dx¿ ;+rfng 

ug{ h?/L 5 . :yfgLo :t/df, ufO{j:t'x?sf] l;gf]nfO{ gufl8sg 

dfgjLo j:tL eGbf 6f9f v'Nnf d}bfglt/ kmfnL lu4nfO{ cfxf/fsf] 

?kdf /fVg k|f]T;fxg ug{' h?/L 5 .

cGtdf, ljb\ofyL{ efOalxgLx¿ tyf :yfgLo ;a}n] olb cfˆgf] jl/

kl/ st} lu4 jf ltgsf u'8Fx¿ b]Vg' ePsf] 5 eg] To;sf] hfgsf/L 

;+/If0fsdL{ jf ;/f]sf/jfnf lgsfodf t'?Gt} u/fOlbg' ePdf To; 

jf;:yfg ;DaGwL cem j9L cWoog cg';Gwfg u/L ;+/If0fdf 6]jf 

k'¥ofpg ;lsG5 .Ph
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lxp“lrt'jfsf] cfu|x
– s/g axfb'/ zfx

k|]t h:t} cfˆgf] jf;:yfgdf ljlng x'g] afgL

gfp/, emf/n df/]/ vfg] d x'F lxdfnsL /fgL .

lxpFlrt'jf, ;]tf]af3, lxpFsf] af3 clg eG5g\ ;fa'

;'Gb/ / :j:y k|s[lt x'G5 ;Fw} d]/f] ;fd' . 

;fcf], zfg, kfª\r], ;fdr]g clg ;f/s]g dnfO{ eG5g\ .

u'? l/Gkf]5] kBd;Dejsf] s's'/ klg 7fG5g\ .

t}klg rf}F/L e]8f df¥of] eg]/ u5{g y'k|} ufnL

d]/f] cl:tTj g} ;dfKt u5{g ljif l;gf]df xfnL .

d]/f] 5fnf, x8\8L a]r]/ dflg; cfk"m afFRg] eof] 

t/ k|s[ltdf d]/f] afFRg] clwsf/ x/fP/ uof] .

cfˆgf] k'vf{af6 ltldn] dnfO{ C0fsf] ?kdf kfof} 

cfpFbf] ;GtltnfO{ ;f] C0f kmsf{pg 
clxn] lsg csdsfof} .

x] dg'jf Û dfg]{ xf]Og alNs dnfO{ hf]ufpg] sfd u/ 

/fVg ;Gtlt ;w}+ ;'vL clg k|s[lt klg x/fe/ .  

Snow Leopard’s  Call
- Karan Bahadur Shah

Blue Sheep and Himalayan Tahr my delights, I am 
the mountain queen
Habits mine to vanish in the habitat like a ghost 
Call me Sabu, call me Snow Leopard or call me 
Snow Tiger 
I roam around close to healthy and beautiful nature 
Sao and Shan, Pangche, Samchen and Sarken, my 
own names make me agog 
Adore they me in a fashion Guru Rinpoche 
Padmashambahva’s own dog
Blame they me, however, for hunting sheep and 
yaks
Plots abound to wipe me out poisoning the carcass 
Man makes riches trading my hide and my bone 
Wonder I in times, where my natural rights gone 
Your forefathers credit you a legacy and inheritance 
Cherish me down to generations, why are you 
hesitant  
O mankind! Save me please, slay not my body
Keep verdant the Mother Nature and your progeny 

poem
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The Fifty rupees currency note with a picture of snow 
leopard has been for the first time in circulation in the 
market. The government of Nepal has issued several  
currency notes with the picture of other endangered 
wild animals and plants.

“Nepal Rastra Bank has issued 240 million pieces of 
currency notes with a picture of snow leopard and 
have been in circulation from October 27, 2016”, said 
Mr. Bhuvan Kandel, Member-Secretary of the Currency 
Note Design Committee of Nepal Rastra Bank. The 
decision to include the image of the snow leopard on 
the currency note was made in BS 2070.

Previously the 50 rupee currency note carried a  picture 
of the Himalayan Tahr, that  has been now replaced by 
the Snow leopard. Concurrently, the 100 rupee note 
has been replaced with the picture of a mother One 

report

Snow Leopard   

in Nepali Currency Note!

Anil Adhikari

Horned Rhinoceros and her baby instead of a single 
Rhino.     

According to Mr. Chintamani Shiwakoti, Deputy 
Governor of Nepal Rastra Bank , the pictures on the 
currency notes of rupees 5, 20, 100, 500 and 1000 
are being changed because authentication of the 
pictures of the animals on most of the currency notes 
in circulations cannot be verified. Although the snow 
leopard on the currency note belongs to one of the 
protected areas of Nepal, the name of the protected 
area is not mentioned. An official at the Department of 
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation (DNPWC) 
said ‘The picture must have been taken by a camera 
trapping in one of the protected areas and made 
available to the Design Committee.’  

The Design Committee comprises of 10 members: the 
Governor, two Deputy Governors of Nepal Rastra Bank, 
Currency Expert, Director General of  Department 
of Archeology, Director General of Department of 
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation, Professor of 
History from Tribhuvan University, Linguistic from Nepal 
Academy, Designer (1) and the Member-Secretary. In 
order to change anything on currency note, the Design 
Committee  of Nepal Rastra Bank send proposal to the 
Board of Nepal Rastra Bank, the Board sends it to the 
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Cabinet and the Cabinet shall take the final decision. 
‘If the Design Committee deems necessary to change 
the design of currency note, it is changed, otherwise, 
the design of any currency note remains as it is’, said 
member-secretary Kandel, ‘the design of currency note 
may not be changed frequently, however, the security 
features could be changed.’

Now we are planning to replace the picture of two 
Tigers on 500- rupee note by a picture of single  tiger, 
since the picture of Swamp Deer on 20-rupee note 
does not have antler with all 12 branches it will be 
replaced by a new picture of a Swamp Deer with visible 
12 antler branches and the picture of two yaks will be 
replaced by a picture of a Wild yak which has been  
rediscovered sometime earlier (after five decades) on 
5-Rupee note’, said Mr. Siwakoti. 

Besides Nepal, using pictures of 
protected and endangered animals 
on the currency note is in practice in 
other countries also. For example, the 
10-Rupee currency note of India bears 
a picture of endangered one-horned 
Rhino, Tiger and Elephant, similarly 
there is an eagle on the back of US 
dollar 1. Likewise, 000 denomination 
currency note of Kenya bears picture 
of Wild Elephant and 50, 200, 20 and 
10 Rands of South Africa bear pictures 
of Lion, Leopard, Elephant and Two-
Horned Rhino respectively. 

The Nepal Rastra Bank announces 
tender notice internationally in order 
to print each currency notes of 
different denomination. Past record 
shows that Nepali currency notes 
have been printed in the Great Britain, 
Switzerland, Australia, Canada, Germany, 
France, India, Indonesia and China. ‘ It is 
very expensive to print the currency 
notes in Nepal from the point of view 
of capital investment’, says Mr. Kandel, ‘ 
once we invest the amount to print the 
currency notes, we cannot recoup the 
investment by printing our currency 
notes only, if we have capacity to print 
currency notes of other countries, we 
can think about investing such a big 
amount.’ Our neighboring country India 
does print its own currency.

The endangered flora and fauna are 
the identities and glory of a country. 
In the context of challenges to protect 

these endangered animals and plants, the initiative of 
Nepal Rastra Bank and the Government of Nepal in 
creating awareness among the general public by means 
of these currency notes is deemed very significant. 
Since these currency notes reach every citizen, 
household, community, government office, business 
house, financial corporation of the country and are 
distributed, used and publicized from the local to the 
national level, these notes not only play crucial role in 
creating awareness among the general public but also 
contribute significantly in promotion and conservation 
of these important wildlife and plants.
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notes bearing pictures of the wildlife; 
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lxpFlrt'jfsf] tl:j/ clÍt %) ?k}ofFsf] gf]6 klxnf] k6s  

ahf/df cfPsf] 5 . x'gt g]kfn ;/sf/n] o; cl3 g} k6s k6s 

;+s6fkGg jGohGt' Pj+ jg:kltx¿sf] lrq clÍt gf]6 k|of]udf  

NofO;s]sf] 5 .   

…lxpFlrt'jfsf] tl:j/ clÍt @$ s/f]8 yfg gf]6x¿ g]kfn /fi6« 

a}+sn] @)&# sflt{s !! ut]b]lv rngrNtLdf NofPsf]] xf]Ú,  

g]kfn /fi6« a}+ssf] gf]6 l8hfOg ;ldltsf ;b:o–;lrj e'jg sF8]n  

atfpF5g\ . lxpFlrt'jfsf] tl:j/ /fVg] ljifodf @)&) ;fnd} lg0f{o 

ul/Psf] xf] . 

Kfrf; ?k}ofFsf] gf]6df o; cl3 emf/n -lxdfnog yf/_ sf] lrq 

clÍt lyof], o;sf] ;§fdf lxpFlrt'jf /flvPsf] xf] . o;;Fu} !)) 

?k}ofFsf] gf]6df klxn] clª\st Ps l;ª\u] u}+8fsf] Pp6f lrqsf] ;§f 

dfpm / s]6f] -aRrf_ sf] lrq /flvPsf] 5 . 

xfn ahf/df /x]sf ;a}h;f] gf]6x¿df /x]sf hgfj/x¿sf] tl:a/

x¿sf] cflwsfl/tf k'li6 x'g g;s]sf] sf/0f %, @), %), !)), %)) 

/ !))) ?k}ofFsf] gf]6x¿df lrqx¿ kl/jt{g ug{ nfu]sf] g]kfn 

/fi6« a}+ssf 8]k'6L ueg{/ lrGtfdl0f lzjfsf]6L atfpF5g\ . xfn kl/

jt{g ul/Psf] lxpFlrt'jf g]kfns} ;+/lIft If]qsf] ePklg s'g ;+/

lIft If]qsf] eg] pNn]v ul/Psf] 5}g . …s'g} ;+/lIft If]qdf Sofd/f 

6«Øfkaf6 lvr]/ lxpFlrt'jfsf] tl:a/ l8hfOg ;ldltnfO{ pknAw  

u/fOPsf] x'g'kb{5Ú, /fli6«o lgs'~h tyf jGohGt' ;+/If0f ljefusf 

Ps clwsf/L atfpFb5g\ .  

gf]6 k|sfzgsf] l8hfOg ;ldltdf /fi6« a}+ssf ue{g/, 8]k'6L 

ueg{/x¿ -@_, d'b|f ljz]if1, k'/ftTj ljefusf dxflgb]{zs,  

/fli6«o lgs'~h tyf jGohGt' ;+/If0f ljefusf dxflgb]{zs, 

lqljsf Oltxf;ljb\ k|fWofks, g]kfn k|1f k|lti7fgsf efiffljb\, 

l8hfOg/ / ;b:o–;lrj u/L hDdf !) hgf /xG5g\ . gf]6df s'g}

klg s'/f kl/jt{g ug{ l8hfOg ;ldltn] /fi6« a}ª\s af]8{df k|:tfj 

k7fpF5, af]8{n] dGqL kl/ifbdf, dGqL kl/ifbn] g} clGtd lg0f{o  

ub{5 . …l8hfOg ;ldltn] gf]6 kl/jt{g ug'{kg]{ cfjZostf 7fg] 

kl/jt{g x'G5 gq pxL sfod /lx/xG5Ú, ;b:o–;lrj sF8]n 

eG5g\, …gf]6sf] l8hfOg af/Daf/ r]~h ul//xg] eGg] x'Fb}g t/ klg  

;]So'l/l6 lkmr;{ rfFlx r]Gh x'g ;S5 .Ú

…ca % ;osf] gf]6df b'Oj6f kf6] af3x¿sf] ;f6f] Pp6f kf6] af3,  

@) sf] gf]6df afx| l;ª\u]sf] !@ j6f l;ª\usf] xfFuf gePsf]n] k"/} 

!@ j6f l;ª\usf] xf+uf b]lvg] afxl;ª\u]sf] gofF / % sf] gf]6df 

b'Oj6f rf}F/Lx¿ x6fP/ g]kfndf s]xL ;do klxn] -em08} kfFr bzs 

kl5_ b]lvPsf] hª\unL rf}F/Lsf] lrq /fVg] sfd cl3 a9fOPsf] 5Ú, 

lzjfsf]6L eG5g\ .  

gf]6df ;+/lIft / ;+s6fkGg jGohGt'sf] lrq clÍt ug]{ k|rng  

g]kfnsf] dfq geO{ cGo d'n'ssf] ;d]t ePsf] b]lvG5 . 

pbfx/0fsf nflu ef/tsf] !) ?k}ofFsf] Pp6} gf]6df ;+s6fkGg 

Psl;Ë] u}+8f, af3 / xfQLsf] lrq clª\st 5, To:t} cd]l/sfsf]  

! 8n/ gf]6df lrn, s]Gofsf] !))) gf]6df hª\unL xfQL, blIf0f 

clk|msfsf] %), @)), @) / !) ¥of08 gf]6df qmdzM l;+x, lrt'jf, 

xfQL / b'O{ l;Ë] u}+8f clª\st 5 . 

k|To]s b/sf] gf]6 5fKg g]kfn /fi6« a}+sn] cGt/f{li6«o :t/d} 

5'§f5'§} af]nkq cfXjfg ub{5 . ljut b]lv x]bf{ g]kfnsf] gf]6  

a]nfot, :jL6\h/n}08, ci6«]lnof, Sofgf8f, hd{gL, k|mfG;, ef/t, 

O08f]g]lzof, / rLgdf 5flkPsf] 5 . …g]kfn cfk}mn] 5fKg' k"Flhut 

nufgLsf lx;fan] w]/} vlr{nf] x'G5Ú, ;b:o–;lrj sF8]n eG5g\, 

…o; k|sf/sf] nufgL ul/;s]kl5 g]kfnn] cfˆg} dfq gf]6 5fk]/ 

nfut p7\g] cj:yf 5}g, c? b]zsf] klg gf]6 5fKg ;Sg] Ifdtf 

eOlbg ;s] o; tkm{ ;f]Rg ;lsG5 .Ú, l5d]sL ef/tn] eg] cfˆgf] 

gf]6 cfk}m 5fKg] ub{5 .

;+s6fkGg jGohGt' Pj+ jg:kltx¿ /fi6«sf uf}/a / klxrfgx¿ 

x'g\ . logsf] ;+/If0f sfo{ r'gf}ltk"0f{ /x]sf] kl/k|]Iodf gf]6sf 

dfWodaf6 lognfO{ cfd hgtfdf k'¥ofpg] g]kfn /fi6« a}+s nufot 

g]kfn ;/sf/sf] sbd dxTjk"0f{ dfGg ;lsG5 . dflg;sf 

xftxftdf, 3/, ;d'bfo, sfof{no, Joj;flos k|lti7fg, jLlQo 

;+:yfgx¿, :yfgLob]lv /fli6«o :t/;Dd ljt/0f, k|of]u / k|rf/ 

k|;f/ x'g] gf]6n] cfd dflg;df hgr]tgf celj[l4df dxTjk"0f{ 

e"ldsf lgjf{x t ub{5 g} ;fy} dxTjk"0f{ jGohGt' Pj+ jg:kltsf] 

k|j4{g / ;+/If0fdf ;d]t 7"nf] of]ubfg k'Ug ;Sg] b]lvG5 . 

g]kfnsf] d'b|f gf]6df lxp“lrt'jf ⁄
– clgn clwsf/L

l/kf]6{
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lxp“lrt'jfnfO{  
rkfpg dgkg]{  Pp6f la?jf Û

The PLANT Snow Leopard  
Just Love to Chew on

- Dr. Rodney Jackson

In Ladakh, snow leopards are known to happily chew 
upon the twigs of tamarisk bushes (Myricaria spp.), 
especially its prostrate growth form. Researchers have 
recorded some scats being entirely comprised of plant 
material, though most also contain prey remains like 
the hair or bones of blue sheep, ibex, Himalayan tahr 
along with livestock.  This plant was reported from 
41% of 173 snow leopard scats collected in Ladakh 
(india), and from 2-11% of scats from qinghai in China. 
Besides Tamarix, other plants consumed include Salsola 
arbuscula and Sibiraea angustata, but "German Tamarisk" 
is the most commonly eaten. Most appear in January 
through March, the cat's mating season. 

It is not clear why the snow leopard, a meat eater 
consumes vegetation and this plant in particular. One 
theory is that it acts a medicinal dewormer, or it may 
offer some dietary value.  Perhaps it help cleanse the 
intestinal track of indigestible contents.  But this does 
not explain why snow leopards most eat it in winter 
and during their short breeding season. Scientists need 
to examine the chemical content of Myricaria for an 
explanation as to why it is mostly consumed only in 
winter. 

This plant usually grows in gravelly soils, especially 
along drainages and stream beds, but is also found in 
rocky places. 

– 8f= /8\gL HofSzg

ef/tsf] n2fsdf lxpFlrt'jfn] tfdfl/:s -ldl/sf/Lof k|hflt_ 

gfpF u/]sf] emf8Lsf] xfFufx¿ vfg] u/]sf] hfgsf/Ldf cfPsf] 5 . 

cg';Gwfgstf{x¿n] lxpFlrt'jfsf] s]xL lb;fdf k"0f{tof la?jfhGo 

kbfy{ e]6fPsf 5g\ . oxfF oL k|foMh;f] ;a}df lxpFlrt'jfsf] cfxf/f gfp/, 

cfOa]S;, emf/n / 3/kfn'jf hgfj/sf /f}+ / x•Lx¿ klg e]6fPsf 

5g\ . ef/tsf] n2fsdf ;+sng ul/Psf !&# lxpFlrt'jfx¿sf] 

lbzfsf] gd"gfx¿dWo] $! Kf|ltztdf tfdfl/:s la?jfsf] efu  

e]l6Psf] 5 eg] rLgsf] SjLª\u3fO{df @—!!Ü gd"gfx¿df tfdfl/:s 

la?jfsf] efu e]l6Psf] 5 . tfdfl/:sx¿dWo] klg lxpFlrt'jfn] 

hd{g tfdfl/:s a9L dg k/fPsf] b]lvPtfklg ;fN;f]nf cfa'{s'nf 

/ l;la/fOof cfª\u':6f6f h:tf jg:kltx¿sf] efu klg e]l6Psf] 

5 h'g kf}if b]lv kmfNu'g dlxgf;Dd vfPsf] b]lvG5 h'g ;do 

lxpFlrt'jfsf] ;dfudsf] ;do klg xf] .

df+;fxf/L lxpFlrt'jfn] lsg af]6lj?jf / ljz]iftM tfdfl/:s lj?jf 

vfG5 eGg] s'/f k|i6 x'g ;s]sf] 5}g . Pp6f sf/0f of] eGg 

;lsG5 ls o;n] ls/f dfg]{ cf}ifwLsf] sfd u5{ / of] klg x'g 

;S5 ls o;n] kf]ifs tTjsf] ?kdf ;xof]u u/]sf] x'G5 . zfob 

cfGb|fdf /x]sf] xflgsf/s k/lhjL tyf ckfRo vfBj:t'x¿nfO{ 

tfdfl/:s lj?jfn] ;kmf ub{5 . t/ oL s'/fx¿n] lxpFlrt'jfn] 

lsg hf8f] dlxgfd} / cem ljz]if u/L 5f]6f] ;dfud / ue{wfgsf] 

;dodf a9L vfG5 eGg] s'/f k|i6 5}g .  

ldl/sf/Lof k|hfltnfO{ hf8f] df};ddf 

g} lsg a9L vfG5 eGg] kQf nufpg 

a}1flgsx¿n] oL la?jfx¿df kfOg] 

/f;folgs kbfy{x¿sf] ljZn]if0f ug'{ 

h?/L 5 . 

of] la?jf ljz]if u/L vf]nfsf] 5]pdf ePsf] 

;fwf/0ftof  anf}6] df6f]df x's{G5, t/  

r§fgL If]qdf klg of] kfOG5 .

Introduction
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Kathmandu, Nepal, January 24, 2017

The Steering Committee of the Global Snow 
Leopard and Ecosystem Protection Program (GSLEP), 
comprising of Forest and Environment Ministers 
(or their designates) of the 12 snow leopard 
range countries, met on the 20th of January 2017 
in Kathmandu, Nepal. A two-day long stocktaking 
workshop on the status of management plans of the 
GSLEP landscapes, and overall progress of national 
snow leopard and ecosystem priorities preceded the 
meeting. These management plans are expected to be 
the blueprints of the ambitious goal of the program, 
secure 20 snow leopard landscapes with viable 
snow leopard populations by 2020. These landscapes 
cumulatively cover 500,000 sq km of the snow leopard 
habitat, and securing these will ensure protection to 
nearly 25% of the entire snow leopard distribution 
range.

All 12 snow leopard range countries were represented 
in the meeting, attended by respective ministers or 
their designates, that highlighted substantial progress 
in management planning of the GSLEP landscapes. 
Countries that have made particularly rapid progress 
towards achieving the GSLEP goals pointed out 
partnerships and decentralization of implementation 
mechanisms as the main drivers for

success.  The Snow Leopard Conservancy was presented 
by Dr. Rodney Jackson and three representatives from 
Kyrgyzstan and the Altai Mountains of Russia who 
work with the Land of the Snow Leopard (LOSL) 
network.  Almagul  Osmonova, Kuluipa Akmatova and 
Chagat Almashev gave a well received presentation on 
the role that local communities, sacred site guardians, 
shamans and elders can play in helping secure snow 
leopard landscapes -- including monitoring  snow 
leopards and their prey, as well as reporting poaching 

GSLEP Meeting held in Kathmandu
MINISTERS UPHOLD THEIR SUPPORT FOR  

Snow Leopard Conservation
All twelve snow leopard range countries attended this high-level meeting in 
Nepal, and reiterated their commitment to the objective of securing 20 snow 
leopard landscapes across the cat’s range by the year 2020.
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incidents to the concerned authorities so they can 
take appropriate action.  

“Such multi-stakeholder engagement for snow 
leopard conservation is highly encouraging”, said Dr. 
Koustubh Sharma, International Coordinator of GSLEP 
Secretariat

During the meeting, from the countries’ reports, four 
issues were emerged that need immediate attention: 
resource mobilization, capacity building, illegal wildlife 
trade, and climate change adaptation.

The snow leopard is distributed across Afghanistan, 
Bhutan, China, India, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, 
Mongolia, Nepal, Pakistan, Russia, Tajikistan and 
Uzbekistan.

The workshop facilitated discussions among 
participating countries and partner organizations 
on various mechanisms for the implementation 
of management plans. Innovative models of co-
management of large landscapes from Nepal and other 
parts of the world were discussed. 

Mr. Michael Despines, Executive Director of Snow 
Leopard Trust says that the snow leopard needs 
both grassroots conservation efforts within local 
communities and top-level commitments from 
governments  and international institutions. “The 
GSLEP process is unique because it brings both of 
these dimensions together”, Michael says.

Several  innovative models of resource mobilization 
meeting national and global snow leopard and 
ecosystem priorities emerged and that are either being 
implemented already, or can be through concerted 
efforts. For instance, the Global Environment Facility 
(GEF) is supporting GSLEP implementation in many 
countries as well as regionally with projects worth more 
than $40 million already approved or in the pipeline. 
Discussions also focused on existing and potential 
support from country governments, international 
financial institutions, and also business and industry. A 
plan to explore further funding using Green Climate 
Fund, bilateral treaties and greater engagement with 
business and industries noted. 

Mr. Shankar Bhandari, the Minister of Forest and Soil 
Conservation of Government of Nepal, announced a 
plan to establish a Himalayan Research Centre in the 
country to encourage youth in snow leopard research 
and conservation. Nepal’s Prime Minister, Mr. Pushpa 
Kamal Dahal, pledged a contribution of US$500,000 
from his government for snow leopard conservation. 
The Prime Minister also hailed the Kyrgyz President’s 
proposal of hosting the Summit in Bishkek in September 
2017 and offered his full support to the endeavour. 

The President of the Kyrgyz Republic, Mr. Almazbek 
Atambayev has proposed to host a Global Snow 

Leopard Summit in Bishkek on 7 and 8 September 
2017. The purpose of the Summit is to energize the 
progress of the GSLEP Program at its mid-point (2013 
– 2020), tackle the growing threats to snow leopards 
and their habitats, and raise financial resources for 
GSLEP implementation. The event is expected to help 
raise resources to not only support implementation 
of national and global priorities identified by the 
program, but also to foster integrated development of 
local economies and conservation of wildlife in Asia’s 
mountain areas. 

Mr. Zahid Hamid, Minister of Climate Change from 
Pakistan and Chair of the GSLEP Steering Committee, 
invited his counterparts to a ministerial pre-summit 
meeting in Islamabad to prepare the final Summit 
agenda and documentation in June or July 2017. 

The Steering Committee acknowledged the leadership 
of the incumbent Chair, Minister of Climate Change 
from Pakistan, and co-Chair, Director of State Agency 
of Environment Protection and Forestry under the 
Government of the Kyrgyz Republic, and decided to 
extend their terms until the Snow Leopard Summit. 
There was also consensus on electing Nepal as the 
next Chair of the GSLEP Steering Committee, to take 
over the chairmanship after the Summit in September. 

Dr. Maheshwar Dhakal, Joint Secretary of Ministry of 
Forests and Soil Conservation stated that protection 
of snow leopard and its habitat conservation is largely 
dependent on the involvement of local youth and local 
communities as they are the primary beneficiaries of 
mountain ecosystem and the environmental services 
produced by it.

To mark the end of the meeting, 12 school students, 
all members of Friends of Zoos, whose snow leopard 
paintings had been chosen by a jury organized by 
NTNC-Nepal, presented their paintings to the heads 
of delegations from each of the 12 snow leopard range 
countries. The winning students received cash prizes 
in addition to getting a certificate of appreciation 
by Mr. Shankar Bhandari. In his role as Steering 
Committee Chair, Mr. Hamid closed the meeting after 
acknowledging the role of the Government, the Prime 
Minister and the people of Nepal for hosting the 
Steering Committee Meeting on behalf of the snow 
leopard range countries. 

The meeting and workshop were organized by the 
Government of Nepal and GSLEP Secretariat, with 
support from Snow Leopard Trust (SLT), USAID, 
World Wildlife Fund (WWF), Global Environment 
Facility (GEF), GTI Council (GTIC), United Nations 
Development Program (UNDP), National Trust for 
Nature Conservation-Nepal (NTNC), South Asia 
Wildlife Enforcement Network Secretariat (SAWEN) 
and Zoological Society of London-Nepal (ZSL). 
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sf7df+8f}, g]kfn, hgj/L @$, @)!& .

Unf]an :gf] n]k8{ P08 O{sf]l;:6d k|f]6]S;g k|f]u|fd 

-hLP;PnO{kL_ sf] lgb{]zs ;ldlt h;df lxpFlrt'jf kfOg] !@ 

j6f d'n'sx¿sf jg tyf jftfj/0f dGqLx¿ -jf ltgsf 

k|ltlglw_ /xG5g\, sf] j}7s @) hgj/L @)!& df sf7df08f}  

g]kfndf a:of] . hLP;PnO{kLsf] e"–kl/lw:t/Lo Joj:yfkg  

of]hgfsf] sfof{Gjog cj:yf / ;du|df lxpFlrt'jf / kof{j/0fsf 

k|fyldstfx¿sf] k|ult ;DaGwdf b'O lbg] sfo{zfnf uf]i7L  

lgb{]zs ;ldltsf]  j}7s cufj} ;DkGg ePsf] lyof] . ;g\ @)@) 

;Dddf lxpFlrt'jfsf] cfjZos ;+Vof a9fpg] / ;f] sf nflu  

@) j6f e"–kl/lw:t/Lo ljz]if :yfgx¿ ;'/lIft /fVg] dxTjfsf+IfL 

nIo k|fKt ug{sf nflu pk/f]Qm Joj:yfkg of]hgfx¿ An' lk|G6sf] 

?kdf /xg] ck]Iff ul/Psf] 5 . o:tf :yfgx¿n] ;du| ?kdf 

%)),))) ju{ ls=ld= If]qkmn lxpF lrt'jfsf] jf;:yfg cf]u6]sf 

5g\ . / oL :yfgx¿nfO{ Joj:yfkg ug{ ;s]df lxpFlrt'jfsf]  

k}mnfj6 ePsf]  em08} @% k|ltzt ;'/lIft x'g]5 . 

lxpFlrt'jf kfOg] ;a} d'n'sx¿sf] k|ltlglwTj ePsf] pQm j}7sdf 

;DalGwt dGqL jf ltgsf] k|ltlglwx¿sf] ;xeflutf /x]sf] lyof] .  

;/f]sf/jfnf d'n'sx¿sf] k|ltlglwTj ePaf6 hLP;PnOkL  

e"–kl/lwsf] Joj:yfkg of]hgf sfo{Gjogdf 7"n} k|ult 

ePsf] k'li6 x'G5 . hLP;PnO{kLsf] nIo k|fKt ug{ b'|t 

ultdf nflu k/]sf d'n'sx¿n] sfo{Gjog ;oGqdf  

;fem]bf/L / ljs]lGb|s/0f g} ;kmntf k|fKt ug{] sf/s ePsf]  

s'/fnfO{  pQm j}7sdf cf+}NofPsf lyP . 

j}7sdf :gf] n]k8{ sGh/e]G;LnfO{ 8f= /8\gL HofSzg 

/ Nof08 ckm b :gf] n]k8{ ;~hfnnfO{, lslu{h:tfg 

/ ?;sf] cn6fO{ dfpG6]gsf tLghgf k|ltlglwx¿ 

cndfu'n cf];f]gfdf, sn'Okf csfdf]tf]e / rut  

cndf;]ex¿n] k|ltlglwTj u/]sf lyP . lxpFlrt'jfsf]  

If]qnfO{ ;'/lIft ?kdf /fVgsf nflu :yfgLo ;d'bfo, 

wfld{s :yfgsf cleefjsx¿, wfdL, emfFs|L / Ho]i7  

gful/sx¿sf] e"ldsf dfly cndfu'n, sn'Okf / 

rutn] k|:t'tL lbPsf lyP h;nfO{ ;xefuLx¿ ;a}n] 

?rfP . ;fy}, pgLx¿n] lxpFlrt'jf / lxpFlrt'jfsf] cg'udg 

ug{] / lxpFlrt'jfsf] cj}w lzsf/sf af/]df ;"rgf lbg  

;s]df ;DalGwt lgsfox¿n] pko'Qm sbd rfNg 

;Sb5g\ eGg] ljifox¿klg  k|:t'ltdf ;d]6]sf  lyP .

…lxpFlrt'jf ;+/If0fsf nflu o:tf] ax';/f]sf/jfnfx¿sf] 

;+nUgtf clt g} k|f]T;fxg lbg] vfnsf] 5Ú hLP;PnO{kL 

;lrjfnosf cGt/f{li6«o ;+of]hs 8f= s':t'e zdf{n]  

eg] . ljleGg d'n'sx¿sf] k|ltj]bgaf6 pQm j}7sdf 

tTsfn} Wofg k'¥ofpg' kg{] rf/j6f dfdnfx¿ b]vf k/]M 

lxp“lrt'jf ;+/If0fsf  

nflu dGqLx¿sf] P]Soj4tf 
hLP;PnO{kL j}7s sf7df08f}df ;DkGg eof] 

lxpFlrt'jf kfOg] ;a} !@ j6} d'n'sx?n] o; pRr:t/Lo j}7sdf g]kfndf efu lnPsf] / lxpFlrt'jf kfOg] d'n'sx?df 

;g\ @)@) ;Dddf @) j6f lxpFlrt'jf e"–kl/lw:t/Lo ljz]if :yfg ;'lglZrt ug]{ k|lta4tf bf]xf]/fPsf 5g\ .
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;fwg ;|f]tsf] kl/rfng, Ifdtf clej[l4, cj}w Jofkf/ / hnjfo'  

kl/jt{g;Fu cg's"ntf .

lxpFlrt'jfsf] k}mnfj6 ckmuflg:tfg, e'6fg, rLg ef/t, 

sfhv:tfg, lslu{h:tfg u0ftGq, d+uf]lnof, g]kfn, kfls:tfg, 

?;, tflhS:tfg / phj]ls:tfgdf ePsf] kfOG5 .

lxpFlrt'jfsf] Joj:yfkg of]hgfx¿ sfof{Gjog ug{] ;oGq dfly 

;xefuL d'n'sx¿ / ;fem]bf/ ;+:yfx¿ aLrsf] 5nkmnnfO{ 

pQm sfo{zfnf uf]i7Ln] ;xlhs/0f u/]sf] lyof] . 7'nf If]qx?sf]  

;x–Joj:yfkg ug{] ;DaGwdf g]kfn / ljZjsf cGo efux?df 

k|rngdf /x]sf gofF tl/sfx?sf] af/]df 5nkmn ePsf] lyof] .

lxpFlrt'jf sf]ifsf sfo{sf/L lgb{]zs dfOsn 8]:kfOG; eG5g\ 

…lxpFlrt'jfsf] ;+/If0fsf nflu :yfgLo ;d'bfosf] tNnf] tx / 

;/sf/ tyf cGt/f{li6«o ;+:yfx¿sf] dflyNnf] txsf] k|of; 

cfjZos x'G5Ú, pgL eG5g\ ,…oL b'j} cfofd aLrdf ;dGjo  

u/fpg] ePsfn] of] hLP;PnO{kL k|ls|of cl4tLo 5 .Ú

/fli6«o tyf cGt/f{li6«o lxpFlrt'jf tyf kof{j/0fsf  

k|fyldstfx¿nfO{ ;Daf]wg ug{ ;|f]t kl/rfngsf w]/} 9fFrf jf  

tl/sfx¿ b]vf k/]sf 5g\ / s]xL sfof{Gjog eO/x]sf 5g\ eg] 

s]xL ;a}sf] k|of;af6 sfof{Gjog x'g ;Sb5g\ . pbfx/0fsf 

nflu Unf]an OGefo/f]d]G6 km]l;ln6L -lhO{Pkm_ n] hLP;PnOkL 

sfof{Gjog ug{sf nflu $) ldlnog 8n/ a/fa/sf]  

kl/of]hgfx¿ :jLs[t ul/;s]sf] 5 jf kl/of]hgfx¿ :jLs[t 

x'g] k|ls|ofdf 5g\ . ljleGg b]zsf ;/sf/x¿ cGt/f{li6«o 

ljlQo ;+:yfx¿ / ;Fu;Fu} Joj;fo / pBf]ux¿af6 kfO/x]sf] jf 

;Defljt ;xof]usf af/]df klg 5nkmn s]lGb|t /x]sf] lyof] . 

u|Lg SnfOd]6 km08, l4kIfLo ;lGwx¿ / Joj;fo / pBf]u;+usf] 

cem 3lge"t ?kdf ;+nUg u/fpg], ;|f]t h'6fpg] of]hgfdfly klg 

5nkmn ul/Psf] lyof] .

g]kfn ;/sf/sf jg tyf e";+/If0f dGqL dfggLo z+s/  

e08f/Ln] o'jfx¿nfO{ cg';Gwfg / ;+/If0fdf k|f]T;fxg ug{ 

lxdfnog cg';gwfg s]Gb| g]kfndf :yfkgf ug{] of]hfgsf] 3f]if0ff 

ug{'eof] . g]kfnsf k|wfgdGqL k'iksdn bfxfnn] lxpFlrt'jfsf] 

;+/If0fsf] nflu %)),))) nfv cd]l/sL 8n/sf] of]ubfg ug{] 

atfpg'eof] / ;fy} g]kfnsf k|wfgdGqLn] ;]K6]Da/ @)!& df lslu{h 

u0ftGqsf] ljZs]sdf lzv/ ;Dd]ng ug{ lslu{h u0ftGqsf  

/fi6«kltn] /fv]sf] k|:tfjnfO{ ;/fxgf ub{} pQm k|of;nfO{ cfˆgf]  

k"0f{ ;xof]u /xg] atfpg' eof] .

lslu{h u0ftGqsf dxfdlxd /fi6«klt cNdfj]s ctfDafj]en] 

;g\ @)!& sf] ;]K6]Da/ & / * df ljZs]sdf ljZj lxpFlrt'jf 

lzv/ ;Dd]ng ug{] k|:tfj /fVg' ePsf] 5 . ;g\ @)!#–

@)@) cjlwsf] dWodf hLP;PnOkL sfo{s|dsf] k|ultnfO{ 

cufl8 a9fpg], lxpFlrt'jf / o;sf] jf;:yfg dflysf] vt/fnfO{ 

Joj:yfkg ug{] / hLP;PnO{kLsf] sfof{Gjogsf nflu ljlQo  

;|f]t h'6fpg] ck]Iff pQm lzv/ ;Dd]ngsf] p2]Zo xf] . pQm lzv/ 

;Dd]ngsf] sfo{s|dn] klxrfg u/]sf /fli6«o tyf cGt{/fli6«o 

k|fyldstfx¿nfO{ sfof{Gjog ug{, ;|f]t / ;fwg h'6fpg ;xof]u 

ug{] dfq ge} :yfgLo cy{tGqx¿sf] PsLs[t ljsf; / Plzofsf 

lxdfnL If]qsf jGohGt'x¿sf] ;+/If0f ug{ klg ;xof]u ug{]  

ck]Iff ul/Psf] 5 .

hLP;PnO{kL lgb{]zs ;ldltsf cWoIf tyf kfls:tfgsf hnjfo' 

kl/jt{g dGqL hflxb xldbn] lzv/ ;Dd]ngsf] tof/L /  

;Dd]ngsf] k"j{ nflu b:tfj]h tof/ ug{ cGo d'n'sx¿sf 

cfˆgf ;xsdL{ dGqLx¿nfO{ ;g\ @)!& sf] h'g jf h'nfO{df 

O:nfdfjfbdf cfdGq0f ug{'ePsf] lyof] .

lgb{]zs ;ldltn] jt{dfg cWoIf kfls:tfgsf hnjfo' kl/jt{g 

dGqL / ;x–cWoIf lslu{h u0ftGqsf] jftfj/0f ;+/If0f tyf jg 

;DaGwL lgsfosf lgb{]zssf] g]t[TjnfO{ ;/fxgf ub{} lxpFlrt'jf  

lzv/ ;Dd]ng ;Ddsf nflu pgLx¿sf] Dofb yKg] lg0f{o  

u/]sf] 5 . ;]K6]Da/df x'g] lzv/ ;Dd]ng kl5 hLP;PnO{kL  

lgb{]zs ;ldltsf] cWoIfdf g]kfnnfO{ lgjf{lrt ug{] klg 

;j{;Ddltn] lg0f{o ePsf] 5 . 

g]kfn ;/sf/sf jg tyf e"–;+/If0f d+qfnosf ;x;lrj  

8f= dx]Zj/ 9sfnn] eGg'eof], …kj{tLo kof{j/0f / o;af6 k|fKt 

x'g] jftfj/0fLo ;]jf ;'ljwfx¿sf] k|d'v ;]jfu|fxL :yfgLo o'jf 

/ ;d'bfox¿ ePsfn] lxpFlrt'jfsf] ;'/Iff / o;sf] jf;:yfgsf]  

;+/If0f klg pgLx¿ dfly g} e/ kb{5 .Ú 

j}7ssf] ;dfkgdf !@ hgf …k|]mG8\; ckm b h'Ú sf ljBfyL{x¿n] 

agfPsf lxp+lrt'jfx¿sf !@ j6f lrqx¿ !@ j6f d'n'sx¿sf 

k|ltlglwx¿nfO{ pkxf/ lbOof] . tL lrqx¿ /fli6«o k|s[lt  

;+/If0f sf]ifn] cfof]hgf u/]sf] lrqsnf k|ltof]lutfsf] 5gf}6 

;ldltn] rog u/]sf] lyof] . ljh]tf ljBfyL{x¿n] jg tyf e"– 

;+/If0f dGqL dfggLo z+s/ e08f/Lsf] xftaf6 k|z+;f kqsf cnfjf 

gub k'/:sf/ klg k|fKt u/]sf lyP . lgb{]zs ;ldltsf cWoIf 

xldbn] g]kfn ;/sf/, k|wfgdGqL tyf g]kfnLx¿nfO{ lxpFlrt'jf 

kfOg] d'n'sx¿sf] tkm{af6 lgb{]zs ;ldltsf] j}7s cfof]hgf ul/

lbPsf]df wGojfb lb+b} j}7ssf] ;dfkg ug{' ePsf] lyof] .

pQm j}7s tyf sfo{zfnf uf]i7L :gf] n]k8{ 6«i6 -P;Pn6L_, 

o"P;PcfO8L, 8An'8An'Pkm, Unf]an PGefP/d]G6 km];lnl6 

-lhOPkm_, lhcfOl6 sfplG;n -lhcfOl6l;_, ;+o'Qm /fi6« 

;+l3o ljsf; sfo{s|d -o"Pgl8lk_, /fli6«o k|s[lt ;+/If0f  

sf]if, g]kfn ;fpy Plzof jfON8nfOkm OGkmf];{d]G6 g]6js{ 

;lrjfno / h'nf]lhsn ;f];fOl6 ckm n08g–g]kfnsf] ;xof]udf 

g]kfn ;/sf/ / hLP;PnOkL ;lrjfnon] cof]hgf u/]sf] lyof] .
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Snow Leopard Conservancy 
NEPAL PROGRAMME

:gf] n]k8{ sGh/e]G;L 
g]kfn sfo{qmd

The Snow Leopard Conservancy (SLC) was established 
by Dr. Rodney Jackson and Darla Hillard in 2000 
with the Mission of `Ensuring snow leopard survival 
and conserving mountain landscapes by expanding 
environmental awareness and sharing innovative 
practices through community stewardship and 
partnerships.’

SLC relies on range-country nationals and affiliated 
NGOs and governmental organizations to carry out 
its programs.  In Nepal, National Trust for Nature 
Conservation (NTNC), Global Primate Network (GPN) 
and Mountain Spirit are SLS’s partner organizations. 

SLC works closely with these organizations to 
implement community-based programs which are 
environmentally friendly and socially responsible, linked 
to specific stewardship and biodiversity conservation 
commitments, and incentivized to maximize community 
“ownership,” long-term self-reliance and ecosystem 
health.

In the Annapurna Conservation Area Project (ACAP), 
GPN in tandem with NTNC, help mitigate human 
wildlife conflicts by:  distributing Foxlights, which 
produce a flashing light at night that keeps snow 
leopards at bay, livestock and pasture management skills 
training workshops for the herders; testing FM Radios 
as a potential, non-lethal means for deterring predators 
from pasture camps (Goths); and constructing snow 
leopard-proof corrals in designated “depredation 
hotspots.” 

In Sagarmatha National Park Buffer Zone, Mountain 
Spirit is implementing SLC’s Snow Leopard  Savings& 
Credit Management programme, which was established 
in 2010. 

GPN is implementing an education/outreach program 
including a snow leopard-themed radio program 
in western Nepal; development and distribution of 
educational posters; Preparation to mobilize Snow 
Leopard Scouts for young students to aware on 
monitoring snow leopard, habitat and prey in the field.

:gf] n]k8{ sGh/e]G;L -P;Pn;L_ …lxFplrt'jfnfO{ arfpg / ;d'bfosf]  

;+/IfsTj / ;fem]bf/L dfkm{t jftfj/0f ;aGwL r]tgf clej[l4 

tyf gofF cEof;x¿sf] af/]df hfgsf/L cfbfgk|bfg u/L lxdfnL  

e"–kl/lwsf] ;+/If0fsf] ;'lglZrt ug{] nIo lnP/ ;g\ @))) df  

8f= /8\gL HofS;g / 8fnf{ lxnf8{n] :yfkgf u/]sf] ;+:yf xf] .   

cfˆgf sfo{s|dx¿ Nffu' ug{ P;Pn;Ln] lxpFlrt'jf kfOg] 

d'n'sx¿sf gful/sx¿, ;/f]sf/jfnf u}/ ;/sf/L ;+:yfx¿ / 

;/sf/L lgsfox¿;Fu ;xsfo{ ub{5 . g]kfndf /fli6«o k|s[lt 

;+/If0f sf]if, Unf]an k|fOd]6 g]6js{ / dfpG6]g l:kl/6 P;Pn;Lsf 

;fe]mbf/ ;+:yfx¿ x'g\ . 

:gf] n]k8{ sGh/e]G;Ln] jftfj/0f d}qL / ;fdflhs pQ/bfloTjdf 

cfwfl/t, h}ljs ljljwtfsf] ljz]if ;+/IfsTj ug{] sl6a4tf;Fu  

hf]l8Psf], clwstd ;d'bfosf] :jfldTj /xg], lb3{sflng 

cfTdlge{/tf / kof{j/0fsf] :jf:Yo;Fu ;DalGwt ;d'bfodf 

cfwfl/t sfo{s|d nfu' ug{sf nflu oL ;+:yfx¿;Fu ;xsfo{ 

ub{5 . 

cGgk"0f{ ;+/If0f If]qdf, cGgk"0f{ ;+/If0f If]q cfof]hgf;Fu ldn]/  

Unf]an k|fOd]6 g]6js{n] dflg; / jGohGt'sf] åGå Go"gLs/0f 

ug{ kmSznfO6 ljt/0f u/]/, uf]7fnfx¿nfO{ r/g Joj:yfkg 

ug{] ;Lk tflnd uf]li7sf] cfof]hgf u/]/, PkmPd /]l8of]sf] 

dfWodaf6 k/elIf jGohGt'x¿nfO{ r/g uf]7af6 eufpg] sd hf]

lvdk"0f{ pkfox¿sf] k|of]u u/]/, / lxpFlrt'jfn] a9L cfs|d0f ug{] 

:yfgx¿df k/elIf k|lt/f]ws vf]/ agfP/ ;dfwfg ub{5 . 

;u/dfyf /fli6«o lgs'hsf] dWojtL{ If]qdf dfpG6]g l:kl/6n] 

P;Pn;Lsf] lxpFlrt'jf art tyf C0f Joj:yfkg sfo{s|d 

sfof{Gjog ul/x]sf] 5, h'g ;g\ @)!) df :yfkgf ul/Psf] xf] .  

Unf]an k|fOd]6 g]6js{n] klZrd g]kfndf lxpFlrt'jf ljifos /]l8of] 

sfo{s|d nufot, lzIffk|b kf]i6/x¿ ljt/0f u/]sf] 5, lxpFlrt'jfsf] 

jf;:yfg / lzsf/x¿sf] cg'udg ug{sf] nflu r]tgf clej[l4 

ug{ :gf] n]k8{ :sfp6\; kl/rfng ug]{ tof/L u/]sf] 5 .

Introduction
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Red Panda network 
Red Panda Network (RPN) was founded in 2007 with 
the mission to conserve the wild red pandas and their 
habitats through the education and empowerment of 
local communities by adaptive community-based research, 
education, and sustainable development. RPN’s vision is to 
ensure the survival of wild red pandas and preserve their 
habitats for future generations to study, experience, and 
enjoy.  

RPN started working in Nepal since 2007 with the Project 
PundeKundo, in eastern Nepal, i.e. Panchthar-Ilam-Taplejung 
(PIT) corridor which was the world's first community-based 
monitoring program of red panda and their habitat.

Realizing the acute threats to the red panda such as habitat 
degradation and fragmentation caused by overdependence 
on forest resource for subsistence livelihoods, unplanned 
developmental activities and poaching, RPN has devised both 
long-term and short-term strategies to overcome these 
challenges. Beginning in 2011, RPN started executing another 
need-based integrated community-based conservation 

model which comprises research and monitoring, education 
and awareness, and sustainable livelihood. In this program, 
the local forest users were skilled and engaged as citizen 
scientists, called Forest Guardians (FGs) who monitor red 
panda population and habitat. Besides, the establishment 
of community based eco-tourism (focused on red panda) 
is another successful model RPN has developed in eastern 
Nepal. Likewise, RPN also encourages budding young scientist 
to conduct research on red panda by providing research 
grant along with technical support. RPN’s contribution in 
the development of Protocol on Red Panda Field Survey and 
Community Based Monitoring and national red panda survey 
are the other noticeable achievements made so far.  

While the RPN has already had a success to some extent, it 
still have a great deal of work to do and face many challenges. 
RPN’s outreach has already been extended in Nepal and 
Bhutan, and will incrementally replicate the learning in other 
red panda range countries, which includes India, Myanmar 
and China. 

/]8 kf08f g]6js{ 

lzIff / ;d'bfosf] ;zlQms/0fsf dfWodaf6 ;d'bfodf  
cfwfl/t cg';Gwfg, lzIff / lbuf] ljsf;sf cg's"lnt  
cEof;x¿nfO{ k|of]udf NofO{ xfa]| / p;sf] jf;:yfg ;+/If0f ug]{ 
nIo ;lxt ;g\ @))& df  /]8 kf08f  g]6js{sf] :yfkgf ePsf] xf] . efjL  
lk+9Ln] xfa|]sf] cWoog ug]{, cg'ej ug]{ / o; hgfj/nfO{  
b]v]/ /dfpg ;s'g eg]/ logLx?sf] jf;:yfg ;'/lIft ug{] sfo{ 
;'lglZrt ug'{ /]8 kf08f g]6js{sf] p2]Zo xf] .

/]8 kf08f g]6js{n] g]kfndf ;g\ @))& df k"jL{ g]kfnsf] kfFry/–
Onfd–tfKn]h'ªsf] -kLcfO6L_ h}ljs dfu{df k'08]s'08f] kl/of]hgfsf] 
sfof{Gjog ;lxt sfd ug{ z'¿ u/]sf] xf] . of] ljZjs} klxnf] 
;d'bfodf cfwfl/t xfa|] / logLx¿sf] jf;:yfgsf] cg'udg ug{] 
sfo{s|d lyof] .

hLljsf]kfh{gsf nflu jg k}bfj/df cToflws dfqfdf e/ kg{'kg{], 
cj}w rf]/L lzsf/ / jftfj/0f dfly Vofn gu/L ul/g] ljsf; 
lgdf{0fsf ls|ofsnfkx?sf sf/0fn] xfa|] / o;sf] jf;:yfg 
dfly cfOk/]sf] vt/fnfO{ dgg\ ub{} /]8 kf08f g]6js{n] o:tf  
r'gf}ltx¿sf] ;fdgf ug{ lb3{sflng / cNksflng /0fgLltx? 
th'{df u/]sf] 5 . 

;g\ @)!! sf] z'?b]lv /]8 kf08f g]6js{n] ;d'bfosf] 
cfjZostfx¿nfO{ dWogh/ ub{} cg';Gwfg / cg'udg, lzIff 

/ ;r]tgf tyf lbuf] hLljsf]kfh{g h:tf If]qx¿ ;d]6]/ ;d'bfodf 
cfwfl/t PsLs[t ;+/If0f sfo{s|dsf] df]8]n tof/ u/L sfof{Gjog 
ub}{ cfO/x]sf] 5 . o; sfo{s|ddf :yfgLo jg pkef]Qmf ;d"xsf] 
;b:ox¿ jg cleefjssf ?kdf ;ls|o x'G5g\ h;n] xfa|]sf] 
;+Vof / ltgsf] jf;:yfgsf] lgoldt cg'udg ub{5g\ . o;sf 
cnfjf xfa|]df s]lGb|t ;d'bfodf cfwfl/t kof{–ko{6gsf] :yfkgf 
k"jL{ g]kfndf ljsf; u/]sf] Ps ;kmn df]8]n xf] . ;fy} /]8 kf08f 
g]6js{n] o'jf cg;Gwfgstf{x?nfO{ xfa|]df cg';Gwfg ug{sf 
nflu k|fljlws ;xof]u / cg';Gwfg j[lQ pknAw u/fP/ k|f]T;fxg 
ug{] ub{5 . oL sfdx¿sf cnfjf /]8 kf08f g]6js{n] xfa|]sf] 
cg';Gwfg / ;d'bfodf cfwfl/t cg'udgsf] cfrf/ ;+lxtf tof/ 
kfg{ / xfa|]sf] /fli6«o ;e{]If0f sfo{df u/]sf] of]ubfg xfn;Ddsf 
pNn]vgLo of]ubfgx¿ x'g\ .

xfn;Dd /]8 kf08f g]6js{n] s]xL xb;Dd ;kmntf k|fKt u/]sf] 
ePtfklg ljleGg r'gf}ltx¿sf] ;fdgf ub}{ cem} w]/} sfdx¿ ug{ 
afFls /x]sf] 5 . xfn /]8 kf08f g]6js{n] g]kfn / e"6fgdf sfd 
ul//x]sf] 5 / lgs6 eljiodf oxfF l;s]sf s'/fx¿nfO{ xfa|]sf] 
jf;:yfg /x]sf cGo tLg d'n'sx¿ -ef/t, Dofgdf/ / rLg_  
df klg la:tf/ ug]{ 5  .

organization Introduction
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ConSERVation aCtionS wE Can taKE
• Report poaching to the concerned authorities.

• Protect Snow Leopard habitats and their prey species.

• Take measures to minimize loss of livestock to Snow Leopard: for example, guard livestock CAREFULLy (OR WILL),  
avoid leaving animals to graze near cliffs or in very broken terrain AND KEEP THEM IN THE PREDATOR-PROOF CORRALS.

• Spread wildlife conservation awareness among local people and tourists.

BECOME A STEWARD FOR NATURE By ENCOURAGING yOUR COMMUNITy TO CO-EXIST WITH THE ENDANGERED SNOW 
LEOPARD By TAKING THE ABOVE ACTIONS.

By ENSURING SNOW LEOPARDS CAN FIND SUFFICIENT WILD PREy FOR FOOD, AND SO THAT THEy DO NOT HAVE TO RELy 
UPON DOMESTIC LIVESTOCK FOR THEIR SURVIVAL.

Snow Leopards and other wildlife are like a necklace of jewels around our mountains!

do you know these facts?
• Snow Leopard is among the endangered species of Nepal and other 12 range countries in South & Central Asia.

• Snow Leopard serves as an indicator for environmental health of the high mountain ecosystem.

• Like humans and all animals, Snow Leopards require food, shelter and security from enemies.

• Snow leopard presence in Nepal and the Himalayas can be compared with the importance of lions to African countries 
or the White giant Panda to China.

• Snow leopard is part of natural heritage and is unique and valuable to the area.
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